
10 things to help birds and other species live on your property: 

 

Adapted from the Nature Conservancy magazine, February/March 2015 

 

• Reduce the size of your lawn turf, mow it less often, and skip fertilizers and 

pesticides 

 

• “Rustic is beautiful”: thickets, brush piles, rocks, standing dead trees (snags – 

vital for woodpeckers and cavity nesters) and logs – get creative and watch life 

explode 

 

 

• Keep cats indoors: Outdoor cats kill 1 in 10 wild birds.  The average cat will live 

10 years longer living inside. 

 

• Make windows visible to birds through decals, obscuring just 5% of a big 

window with frosting, etching or simple striping 

 

 

• Do not light the night sky.  Bright bluish light is the most disruptive.  Face 

outside lighting downward, not skyward, and avoid illumination that shines 

horizontally.  Millions of birds will die this year in migration through being 

disoriented by our night lighting of the sky.  Less night light saves energy too. 

 

• Feeders help native birds in all seasons – especially black oil sunflower seeds.  

Nest boxes help in urban areas but beware of House Sparrows – buy boxes with 

holes too small for them that can be used by wrens or chickadees.  In more rural 

areas you can set up boxes for bluebirds or tree swallows without worrying too 

much about House Sparrows.  Best for cavity nesters: Dead trees or limbs 

 

• Haws and owls are natural predators and are vital to our ecosystem.  Try not to 

use pesticides, many of which are deadly to our birds and pollinators 

 

• Habitat Diversity: The more the better in your yard!  Focus on native plants and 

trees 

 

• Road safety: litter on roads attracts owls and hawks and they can be hit by cars 

on the road.  Crossings for animals increases diversity and natural grasses and 

shrubs along roads and medians provide habitat.  They should not be mowed 

during nesting seasons. 

 

• Connections between land and water – make our County planners accountable 

to provide buffers along waterways, and vegetated corridors between land areas. 

 

• Environmental amnesia affects many people living in urban and suburban 

areas.  Glories of the natural world will come if you provide a place for them. 


