
T 
he Gifted Raton Robotics Team, 

GRRT, has been participating in the 

Boosting Engineering Science and 

Technology (BEST) Robotics Competi-

tion for three years. GRRT’s local is Trinidad 

State Junior College (TSJC) and is named the 

Southern Colorado Hub (SoCo). Each year, a 

new theme is created by the team that received 

the highest score nationally two years before. 

The 2017 theme is Crossfire, a game based on 

fire and rescue. 

  Each local competition lasts exactly 6-weeks to determine what teams will qualify to 

represent their local hub at regional competition, the equivalent of a state play-

off.   The unveiling of the obstacle course for each year is called Kick-off.  At Kick-off, 

the competing teams are shown the game field and the tasks the robot will need to 

complete to earn points. We, as well as all BEST competitors, are given a regimented 

and specific set of supplies we are allowed to use on the robot.  The maximum score 

a team can earn is in a three-minute match. A scoring rubric is provided.  The highest 

earned accumulative score for every official flight in all sets of matches determines the 

national champion.  At the fifth week deadline, the teams in the hub compete in a 

scrimmage referred to as Practice Day.  A week later the teams compete for final local 

honors and trophies in what is called Game Day. 
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RHS 2017 Wendy’s High School Heisman Award Winners 

COMMUNITY & INDUSTRY NEWS 

RHS-Positively 
Pink! 

Ms. Halle Medina and Mr. Dustin 

Segura of Raton High School 

were recently named School 

Winners for the prestigious Wen-

dy’s High School Heisman Award 

which highlights exceptional high 

school seniors and their achieve-

ments in the classroom, on the 

field and in the community.   

Halle Medina is the daughter of 

Steve and Melissa Medina.  She 

participates in Volleyball, Basket-

ball and Softball.  She is also the President of the RHS Student Senate and the RHS 

FCCLA Chapter, National Honor Society Vice President, and a member of the Youth 

Alive Chapter.  She is also a representative on the NMAA Student Leadership Advi-

sory Council.  Halle gives back to her community by volunteering 

Raton High School Robotics 
By: Riley Hopper & Sydney Elliott 

  Raton High School’s annual Pink 

Week was a huge success. Every 

year RHS FCCLA members plan, 

organize, set goals, and delegate 

responsibilities that lead to the 

amazing success of this annual 

event.  Our group members were 

able to secure a financial donation 

from The Medicine Shoppe that 

provided giveaways at the Pink 

Out Volleyball game and the Real 

Tigers Wear Pink Football game.  

This generous donation by our 

local business partner was greatly 

appreciated.   

  We have always had many fun 

activities going on at the high 

school during this time but most 

students’ favorite activity is the 

dress-up days.  More on Reverse... 

By: Autumn Archuleta  

Pictured: FCCLA State Officers Madisyn 

Mileta and Anna Acosta with member Bay-

lor Walton dressed as characters from the 

Continued on Reverse... 

Pictured: FCCLA State Officers Madisyn Mi-

By: Lynette Simpson 

Continued on Reverse... 
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More Positively Pink... 
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Robotics Continued... 

Each day represented a statement about our stand on cancer awareness.  

Monday was Meme Day: Cancer is no joke! 

Tuesday was Duo Day: Knock Out Cancer together! 

Wednesday was Disney Day: Make Cancer a fairy tale! 

Thursday was Frat vs. Geek Day: Be, Smart, Be Bold, and Beat Cancer!  

Friday was Pink Out: Real Tigers Wear Pink! 

FCCLA raised over $1,000 to donate to the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure cam-

paign. We achieved this by selling Pink Week merchandise and Pink Week treats. 

FCCLA also partnered with National Honor Society and FFA in additional fundraisers for 

the week.  

National Honor Society held a 6 on 6 co-ed volleyball tournament where students were 

able to create a team of 3 boys and 3 girls for $5 a person and compete in a double 

elimination tournament. FFA held a Kiss the Goat fundraiser where six teachers and 

faculty members had jars with their names placed in the office. Students and other 

school employees were able to vote with their money and whoever had the most money 

in the jar at the end of the week had to kiss a goat at the volleyball tournament. The final 

activity held to close out Pink Week was the Glow Walk on Saturday evening at 7:30pm. 

Community members were able to participate in a walk around the football field in honor 

of survivors. 

This fundraiser is an annual event that all students of RHS look forward to every year. It 

is so much fun for students whether they are planning, helping, or just enjoying. FCCLA 

looks forward to planning this legacy event every year and hopes that we are able to 

keep this tradition alive in support of the Susan G. Komen Foundation.  

Join Our  

Conversation! 

Facebook.com/ 

RatonNaturalGas 

  The Crossfire theme requires a manikin rescue with bonus points 

for speed,  extinguishing mock flames with an under-control bonus 

for maneuvering, and the removal of three chemical drums. Our 

current robot design includes a plow to rescue the manikin, a lift to 

collect chemical drums, and a double barrel “water” cannon to ex-

tinguish the flames. The other integral and required parts of the 

competition are writing an Engineering Design Notebook that de-

scribes our work process and the construction of an 8’x8’x8’ exhib-

it that displays important features of our robot, as well as, fundrais-

ing and outreach methods. This is known as the marketing side of 

the competition.  Every aspect of constructing the exhibit and at-

tending the local and regional competition requires fundraising to 

cover our costs (motel accommodations, meals and travel). 

  Over the years, GRRT has won many trophies. This year was no different.  GRRT took first in the following catego-

ries:  Game, which is gaining points while driving the robot, BEST, which is building an exhibit and marketing the robot, Spirit 

and Sportsmanship Award, Most Robust Robot, Founder’s Award for Creativity, and Software Design and Simulation Award. 

This year we have the most members we have ever had. Our first year, we had 12 members. This year we have grown to sev-

enteen.   

  Our team consists of one senior, one junior, three sophomores, 

two freshmen, four eighth graders, and six seventh graders. 

  At SoCo, on October 14,  Raton, Manzanola, and Primero teams 

qualified to attend the regional competition, the weekend of Decem-

ber 16th at the Metropolitan State University of Denver. Entrance to 

all BEST Robotics competitions is free.  We would love to see you 

there to cheer on GRRT! 

The Gifted Raton Robotics Team (Pictured Above) 

with Vacation Bible Schools, RHS 

Student Senate Tutoring, and Ra-

ton Little League. 

Dustin Segura is the son of Darrell 

Segura and Amanda Segura.  He 

participates in football, basketball, 

and baseball.  He is also a member 

of the Future Christian Athletes 

and Yearbook.  Dustin gives back 

to his community by volunteering at 

St. Patrick’s/St. Joseph’s Church 

and it’s many activities.  

“We are honored to have two of 

our students recognized as some 

of New Mexico’s top student-

athletes.” said Lynette Simpson, 

Counselor at Raton High School. 

For 24 years, Wendy’s, in partner-

ship with the Heisman Memorial 

Trophy, has recognized outstand-

ing students and rewarded their 

commitment and achievements to 

academics, athletics, and commu-

nity on a national level. 

RHS Heisman Award 
Winners 


