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The recent atrocious and unjustifiable murders of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, and Breonna 
Taylor at the hands of those who work in law enforcement, highlights and exposes a historic and 
ever persisting racism that seems to be woven into the very fabric of this country.  This and other 
systemic racial inequalities continue to erode the true promise of what our country could and 
should be. Therefore, we fully understand the overall anger and revolutionary actions of those 
people who are affected by these behaviors on a daily basis. Especially when one is being targeted 
merely because of the color of their skin. Black Lives Matter, and we must do everything possible to 
prevent the wanton disregard for the lives of African Americans by those who promised to protect 
and serve the citizens of this country. Tolerating this dreadful injustice is supporting injustice as a 
whole. 

Racism is also at the root of the public health crisis in our country, and an important determinant of 
health disparities, especially now during the COVID-19 pandemic. More serious and significant 
efforts need to be made to eliminate racist and discriminatory behaviors to avert the terrible 
consequences of the crisis we are experiencing, which will ripple through the fabric of our country 
and affect all. In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. “We may have all come in different ships, 
but we’re in the same boat now”.  

The CaRE2 Health Equity Center’s mission is the elimination of cancer health disparities among 
Blacks and Latinos through research, education and community engagement. Racism, 
discrimination, and inequality impact in all of these areas including aspects related to the limited 
inclusion in biomedical research studies, in the lack of minorities in STEM fields such as cancer 
research, and in the disenfranchisement of underrepresented minority communities. CaRE2 will 
continue to work hard to address these issues, and to break down those barriers that are inhibiting 
progress in these important areas of health. Therefore, we stand stronger than ever against racism, 
discrimination, inequality, and we will continue working together towards social justice and health 
equity.  
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