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Even in bleak times, there is hope, 
and hope comes through faith in 
the promises of God. God gave His 
only Son so we could receive it and 
walk in abundance through our 
journey. However, if we never flex 
a muscle, it becomes lame. Faith 
is a muscle that gains its strength 
through a relationship with Jesus. 
Each time we believe what the 
Word says over what the world 
says, we flex our “faith muscle.” 
And God will only meet you at 
your level of faith in His abilities. 

In the Old Testament, Noah had 
big faith. He heard a word from the 
Lord, believed Him, and prepared 
for the coming storm. The Lord 
told him a flood would come to 
wipe out the world, and only his 
family and the chosen animals 
would remain. Noah’s hope was in 
the Lord to save him. Abraham, 
the father of our faith, had big 
faith. He chose to believe God’s 
Word that he would be the father 
of many nations, that God would 
make him very fruitful, and that 
kings would come from him, even 
though he had no children at the 
time. That faith gave him hope of 
a promised land and descendants 
as numerous as the stars. David 
had big faith. As a young boy, he 
believed God was with him, even 
before the prophet Samuel anointed 

him to replace Saul as king over 
Israel. He gave God all the glory for 
killing the lion and the bear before 
being courageous in taking down 
Goliath. Why? Because he knew 
God was with him both times. 

In the New Testament, faith is 
taken to a higher level. God chose 
to place His Son in the middle of 
the darkness, in a chaotic state ruled 
by the Romans, to fulfill His will. 
From Malachi (the last book of 
the OT) to the Gospel of Matthew 
(the first book of the NT) was 400 
years. Over those 400 years, hope 
was deferred, the law being perfect, 
yet no man was able to perform 
it perfectly. But God! Hope came 
down, and those who chose to accept 
the Devine offering of Jesus Christ 
not only got to see His works when 
He was present on the earth, but 
now, as we live with the knowledge 
He left us in His Word, and through 
the Holy Spirit, we can have faith 
in all that He accomplished from 
Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21. 

The coming final act is 
Christ’s triumphant return to 
claim His Bride and reign over 
the earth for a thousand years. 
Get Ready! Get Ready! Get Ready!

Blessings and honor,
Angela Errett
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Faux Pas Mercy
by Bob Jacobus

Aren’t you glad that God has 
great mercy for faux pas?2
Return Unto Me: 
Getting to the Heart 
of the Matter
by Angela Errett

God is calling out to His people 
to return to Him and know that 
He will provide

4
Revealing God’s 
Glory
by Al Tucker

Sharing the walk with God10 10

Get Ready
by Angela Errett

Have faith and hope in the Lord
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by Bob Jacobus

A faux pas is a misstep, often 
a blunder or tactless act. Untimely, 

unthoughtful remarks or expression of opinions, 
gaffes if you will, are also considered faux pas. There are 
outcomes or consequences to these bloopers, often more 
severe than the offence. In the Kingdom of Heaven, an 
unintentional sin and errors in faith, no matter how 
innocent, are missteps and most definitely faux pas. 
Aren’t you glad that God has great mercy for faux pas?

Until recently, General George S. Patton was king of 
faux pas. He was a very accomplished and professional 
soldier, a warrior general in World War II. After a great 
victory in the desert of North Africa, he visited the 
wounded. At the sight of a shell-shocked individual, 
Patton became enraged and called the man a coward. 
The General struck him and expelled the battered soldier 
from the hospital tent. Faux pas... Patton was relieved 
of his command. Consigned to a desk and menial duty 
in the backwater of a great war. Even in a “lockdown,” 
Patton found a way to exercise his gift in a faux pas. 
Speaking to a group of ladies, he pontificated world rule 
under the great alliance of England, France, and the 
United States after the war. Russia got left out and was 
very offended. After that, Patton could be found only 
in a doghouse. One thing about war, countries always 
need good warriors, and they will use them. Patton 
was called back to the fray and did very well; however, 
a misspoken word after the war ended his career.

At this point, a meaningful side note must be inserted. 
Patton believed in God, but his life did not exhibit 

a personal 
relationship 
with Jesus. 
Evidence: he 
believed in 
reincarnation, 
which is an 
opposing world view 
of resurrection. Reincarnation is the 
doctrine that the essence of a life will return many 
times at different points in history and possibly in other 
forms. Resurrection is the principle that one has but 
one life; after a person has run the course on earth, there 
is something more on the other side. Reincarnation 
proposes that if one is good in this life, the next life will 
be better; if one has been bad, the next life will be of 
lower station. Resurrection implies that all are reunited 
with the body; some then go to Heaven; others go to 
Hell. Had Patton known Jesus, he would have known the 
resurrection and the added benefit of grace to keep out 
of the faux pas prison. Maybe, General George S. Patton 
met our Savior in the last hours of his life, as God can 
intervene in a twinkling of an eye. (1 Corinthians 15:52)

For you died, and your life is now 
hidden with Christ in God. 

Colossians 3:3 (NIV)

For those who know Jesus, an event of the new 
birth has occurred. Provisionally, a person surrenders 
to the old life or dies for new life. This is another 

Faux Pas 
Mercy
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picture of the resurrection. An added benefit is that 
God will gently work with us concerning mistakes 
and blunders. He hides faux pas from public view.

Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead.
1 Peter 1:3 (NIV)

One of the greatest human obstacles to a personal 
relationship with God is the misconception that we 
must measure up to be accepted. In other words, the 
person must do things perfectly before they are worthy 
of being admitted to the Kingdom of God. Some can 
pull this off for a period of time, then fail. Others 
won’t even try. But God levels the playing field and 
makes it fair for everybody. The thing is…no one has 
a leg up; everyone, good or bad, is required to do the 
same thing, rich or poor. Make a choice to follow Jesus.

God can do anything, you know—far 
more than you could ever imagine 
or guess or request in your wildest 

dreams! He does it not by pushing us 
around but by working within us, his 

Spirit deeply and gently within us.
Ephesians 3:20 (MSG)

There will be a faux pas in a Christian service. 
Preachers will try a joke that isn’t quite proper. An elder 
will pay more attention to the affluent or parishioner 
of high social standing than to a more needy person. 
The Bible speaks to this by asking if anyone is sick, 
then says it is because they did not discern the body 
of Christ. This is a picture of God correcting the faux 
pas with a consequence, and only the most astute will 

see His hand working. God’s personal prophets often 
go unrecognized because God wants to work the faux 
pas quietly and with dignity for the one out of line.

In many cases, these servants of God are discounted 
because they are not flashy; they speak softly and try 
to lead the bungler into a productive conversation with 
God. Often there is double jeopardy that comes into 
play; the guilty, out of guilt, will try to cancel the servant, 
thus failing to acknowledge God and causing trouble for 
a believer. The Bible plainly states God, being just, will 
trouble those who trouble His people. (See 2  Thessalonians 
1:6) Believers, especially leaders, should know better.

Sometimes a believer will be caught off-guard by some 
sort of confrontation. An automatic defense system 
kicks in, and the believer lies. Faux Pas! The quick 
correction would be to stop and apologize for lying and 
proceed with the conversation. This does not always 
happen. If the person is repentant, God will show 
mercy for the faux pas, maybe with outcomes, maybe 
not. He is sovereign. Sometimes a nasty commercial 
shows up on TV, and the person may not look away as 
quickly as possible. Just a small thing, but still a faux 
pas. Don’t fool yourself; God knows every thought. 

Another point about verbal missteps. The first 
time is a mistake, the second time is an error, and 
the third time is a lie. Liars go over a cliff at some 
point because they begin to believe their lie is the 
truth. That is the land beyond Faux Pas Mercy.

The more missteps the Lord fixes, the more blunders 
He corrects, and the more we realize that God is our 
salvation. We can trust Him with our most embarrassing 
episodes and not be afraid to come to Him for help. 
We can do all things through Christ Jesus (Philippians 
4:13), and He is faithful to shield and hide us!  

Now, let there be unspeakable joy, unfathomable 
peace, and undying grace attributed to the one and only 
King of eternity. The good but not soft God is solitary 
in His greatness and lives forever more. Oh, Yes!!!

Faux Pas 
Mercy

FAUX PAS IS A WORD 
THAT IS BOTH SINGULAR AND 

PLURAL. SO ARE THE ACTS AND 
RESULTING OUTCOMES.
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by Angela Errett

Return Unto Me
GETTING TO THE HEART OF THE MATTER

I believe that 
when God sent 
you to earth for 
His purpose, He 
gave you a piece 

of His heart. 

Think of it this way, when 
someone leaves for a long 
journey to serve in an army, 
we will say, “They took 
a piece of my heart with 
them.” Same thing! What 
would happen if your son, 
daughter, or spouse didn’t 
want to talk to you while 

serving? They never call, 
never write, and you are 
never a thought that crosses 
their mind. Or do they only 
call you on your birthday, a 
holiday, or when something 
terrible happens? And 
when they returned from 
their assignment, they no 
longer loved you? They no 
longer wanted to spend 
time with you. No longer 
wanted to sit down to 
dinner or even step over 
the threshold to be in the 
same house as you? THAT 
WOULD GRIEVE YOU!

Now, with the perspective 
that you are a servant 
of God, sent here on an 
assignment, can you self-
reflect and perceive how 
you are treating your Father 
in Heaven? Are you looking 
forward to returning home, 
calling when you’re able, 
and receiving love and 
encouragement? Are you 
seeking His wisdom to 
overcome the emotional 
difficulties of being away 
from home or equipping 
your mind for the battle? Or 
are you doing everything 
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you can to avoid communicating 
with Him? Are you dulling your 
senses by seeking entertaining and 
sparkling things or libations from 
another god, unable to feel His 
presence? Are you fighting issues 
you know, deep down within, such 
as addiction, unnatural thoughts, 
strange emotions, and habits that 
you don’t even know how you 
got them? These are all issues of 
the heart. Proverbs 4:23 says, 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; 
for out of it are the issues of life.” 

Jeremiah reveals to us some things 
about the heart. “Cursed be the man 
that trusted in man, and makes flesh 
his arm, and whose heart departs from 
the Lord.” And those who trust in 
the Lord are blessed. He continues 
to tell us that the “heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” Who 
can know it? Only God does. The 
Lord has infinite knowledge we 
cannot possess in a finite mind. 

God does not see things as we do. 
His ways are divine and perfect, not 
human. His nature is to search a 
man’s heart and test his mind. (See 
Jeremiah 17:5-10) And since our 
God is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever, we can conclude that 
each of us will be searched and tested 
in some form. Jeremiah chapter 31 
speaks of the coming new covenant 
where the law is placed within the 
house of Israel and Judah. It says, 
“I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts; 
and will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. And they shall teach 
no more every man his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord: for they shall all know 
me.” (Jeremiah 31: 33-34) Jesus 
Christ fulfilled the Law of the Old 

Testament and the New Covenant 
promise. It was hidden by God as a 
mystery to the world. This mystery 
was a mandate from the beginning 
and manifested by the Son of Man.

WHAT IS A HEART?
The heart is an organ in our 

physical bodies that pumps blood; 
without it, we perish. However, in 
the Bible, the heart is defined as 
your mind, will, and emotions. It 
is a place within our conscience, 
unseen in the midst of us, that 
pumps out what it contains. It is 
the control center, the gatekeeper 
for our desires and feelings. And 
whatever a man thinks in his heart, 
so is he. (Proverbs 23:7) The heart is 
also used as a metaphor for ground 
or soil. In Luke 8:15, the heart is 
compared to “good ground.” The 
seeds that fell on the good ground 
were planted in an honest and good 
heart, and as we know, without 
good soil, nothing grows. God 
looks at our heart, our soil, and as 
the landowner, He cultivates, sows, 
waters, prunes, and harvests our 
inner man when the time comes.

PARABLE OF THE 
SOWER

Gardeners know that the soil 
must be prepared for a good 

harvest. And not all ground will 
yield a crop if the seeds fall on it. 
In Matthew 13, Jesus speaks to 
the multitude in parables. One of 
them is the “parable of the sower.” 
To paraphrase, the sower scatters 
seeds, and the ground determines 
how the seed responds. Some of 
the seeds “fell by the wayside,” and 
the birds came to devour them. 
Others fell on stony ground with 
little soil. They germinated quickly; 
however, the hot sun scorched 
them because they had no roots. 
Some fell among the thorns, but 
the thorns choked them out. But 
a different kind of seed landed in 
good ground. Ground that was 
suitable for growth. These seeds 
brought forth fruit in this precious 
ground, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty fold, and some thirty 
fold. (See Matthew 13:1-9) 

The disciples came to Jesus 
after He spoke and asked why He 
talked to the people with parables. 
Jesus states that the disciples 
are permitted to “understand the 
secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but others are not.” Why? Because 
those who take the time to listen 
to Jesus and His teachings will be 
given understanding and not just 
knowledge, but an abundance of 
knowledge. However, for those 

BEFORE I FORMED 
THEE IN THE BELLY 

I knew thee;
AND BEFORE THOU CAMEST FORTH 

OUT OF THE WOMB I SANCTIFIED THEE, 
AND I ORDAINED THEE A PROPHET 

UNTO THE NATIONS. 
Jeremiah 1:5
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the little bit of insight they have will 
be taken because they are people 
with hardened hearts. This, in turn, 
restricts their ears, closes their eyes, 
and their hearts (ground) cannot 
understand nor turn to Him for 
healing to receive the truth. He 
then distinguishes that blessed are 
those with Him, whose eyes can see 
and have ears to hear. After defining 
who could and could not receive 
Him, Jesus explains the parable.

“Listen then to what the parable 
of the sower means: When 

anyone hears the message about 
the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes 
and snatches away what was sown 

in their heart. This is the seed 
sown along the path. The seed 

falling on rocky ground refers to 
someone who hears the word and 

at once receives it with joy.” 
Matthew 13:18-20 NIV

These are the ones who have 
no root system, and when 
troubles arise because of the 
word, they fade away from what 
they’ve heard. Jesus continues.

“The seed falling among the 
thorns refers to someone who 

hears the word, but the worries of 
this life and the deceitfulness of 

wealth choke the word, making it 
unfruitful. But the seed falling on 
good soil refers to someone who 

hears the word and understands it.” 
Matthew 13:22-23 NIV

This good ground is “the one 
who produces.” This ground yields 
a hundred, sixty or thirty times 
the amount that was sown in it. 

Jesus speaks more parables of 
the Kingdom to the multitudes 
throughout Matthew chapter 
thirteen. In “the parable of the 
hidden treasure,” Jesus explains the 
Kingdom is like a treasure hidden 
in a field, and when a man found 
it, he concealed it and went and 
sold all he had to buy the field. 
And what is in a field? Ground. 
And in the “parable of the pearl of 
great price,” Jesus speaks, “Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 
Who, when he had found one pearl 
of great price, went and sold all that 
he had, and bought it.” Another 
example of the Kingdom is in 
Matthew 13:25, where Jesus tells 
the “parable of the tares.” “An enemy 
came while men slept and sowed 
tares among the wheat and went his 
way.” Tares are weeds that look like 
wheat when they are young, but 
their true nature is revealed as they 
mature, and they bear no fruit. If 
the tares are pulled before the grain 
is mature, they destroy them. God 
allows them to grow with the good 
seed until He brings in the harvest.

So, what have we learned so far? 
The heart is found in our inner 
man. It is a gatekeeper to our lives 
and is equated to the soil where 
seeds are planted. We know it is 
wicked, and we know only God has 
the insight into what is necessary 
for the garden to flourish and bring 

a bountiful harvest. And we must 
understand that each action we 
take either fertilizes or depletes our 
soil or plants good or bad seeds. 
We should discern between those 
who bear fruit and those who 
do not when the harvest comes.

HUMAN NATURE
Addiction, depression, lack, fear, 

anger, jealousy, lying, scheming 
and plotting, everything not in line 
with God’s Word, are all symptoms 
of a heart buried in a field covered 
with lots of dirt. These dysfunction 
symptoms can be a part of a “bent” 
or “twisting” present since birth. 
They were placed there by an enemy 
who sowed a seed of discourse. 
Some bloodline curses may be 
present, and additional “dirt” can 
accumulate when others mistreat a 
person, setting up a stronghold of 
the enemy or sometimes a demonic 
attack. Most issues we face come 
directly from our flesh and a mind 
not yet renewed with the Truth. 
The carnal mind is the enemy of 
God. It is set with only the animal, 
or lower knowledge of humans, 
associated with physical attributes 
and functions. It has not been 
renewed to the Truth of how it was 
meant to function spiritually. It has 
not opened up to receive revelation 
and therefore cannot accept that 
Jesus Christ redeemed it. It does 
not know the love of God only 
wants the holder of such precious 
treasure–buried underneath all that 
soil–to return to Him. How can a 
carnal mind be renewed to accept 

What Is Truth? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a 
king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I 
should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth 
my voice. John 18:37
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this spiritual knowledge? I believe 
that the heart, the inner man, the 
“ground” of a person, must be 
softened and cultivated so the mind 
can receive Truth. If we try to do 
it, we’ll fail every time. Don’t think 
I have ever seen a seed jump up 
and water itself…Have you? Only 
God has this supernatural ability 
with full knowledge of what is 
needed to prepare and grow us into 
His kingdom builders. We must 
seek Him for that to be achieved.

WHO CAN 
CULTIVATE GROUND 
AND RENEW MINDS?

What is the first commandment? 
“And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength: this is the 
first commandment.” (Mark 12:13)

As followers of Christ, how can 
we put ourselves in a position where 
our ground–our hearts–can be 
cultivated so that the issues arising 
from it line up with God’s plan for 
us? First, look at David, a man after 
God’s heart. David wrote songs 
about his hearts’ desire to keep far 
from iniquity (secret, unknown 
sin), to guard the commandments 
of God, and while he was learning, 
for God not to leave him. David 
was a representative of Christ, 
speaking the divine Word into 
the atmosphere years before 
the Son of Man was born who 

came to fulfill the will of God.
David sought the heart of God 

throughout his writings. He knew 
God was the only one that could 
teach him, test him, and that He 
would provide for all his needs. 
Psalm 7:9 , he writes, “for the righteous 
God tests the hearts and minds.” 
Sound familiar? The same thing 
Jeremiah prophesied decades later. 

In Psalm 119:11-12, David 
reveals that he has hidden God’s 
Word in his heart and asks the 
Lord to teach him. “Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee. Blessed art 
thou, O Lord: teach me thy statutes.”

David got it. He sought the 
Kingdom first so his heart could be 
fed and cultivated. David knew that 
while walking here, in the shadow 
of death, he could be filled with 
courage, not fear. He knew that 
God was with him and that His 
rod and His staff, the turning of his 
soil, were a testament to God’s love 
for him. This gave David comfort 
and filled him with joy. Only God 
can cultivate the ground, renew the 
mind, and restore a man’s heart.

BLESSED ARE THOSE 
WHO GIVE WITH THE 
RIGHT HEART

God wants your heart. Jesus said, 
“No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or else he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon.” (Matthew 

6:24) How can you fully love God 
if you are unwilling to give? How 
can you be trusted with a pearl 
of great price if you cannot give 
from the increase in your life? The 
Apostle Paul tells us that it is better 
to give than receive. None of us will 
ever do this task perfectly, but we 
must position our hearts to give, 
having faith in God’s promises to 
fulfill our needs and be our supply.

“I have shewed you all things, 
how that so labouring ye ought 

to support the weak, and to 
remember the words of the Lord 

Jesus, how he said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 

Acts 30:25

Since we are sons and daughters 
of God, should not our nature be 
a reflection of the seed we came 
from? God gave first! He gave by 
being thoughtful of you, then He 
gave you life. God gave mankind 
provision. He gave us His perfect 
heart to redeem us from sin, 
even before Adam sinned. (See 
Revelation 13:1-9) To give from 
a righteous heart, we must learn 
God’s instructions. We must 
seek His presence, like David, 
who so eloquently wrote about 
his desires in the book of Psalms.

We can’t serve God and mammon 
(wealth, money). Mammon is 
the spirit over the lower form of 
provision. A lower form of treasure. 
Money and physical wealth, 
whatever the possessions are, i.e., 
cars, houses, clothes, etc., only exist 

A tithe is the one-tenth of all increase set apart for 
God as a sacrifice and it is given to the well a person 
draws from, mainly the local church. An offering is 
anything above the ten percent given in honor of God. 

Tithe or
Offering?
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in the physical realm and have no 
life in them! They, too, will return 
to the dust from which they came. 
We have all experienced this “spirit” 
in some form. Not wanting to part 
with some “thing” for one reason 
or another. Mammon opposes 
God and does not exist where God 
abides because God is Truth. And 
the truth is God is our provider.

Now, how do we get there? A 
place where our minds are being 
renewed to understand that no 
matter what the circumstance, God 
will provide for His people. Firstly, 
God will always keep His promises. 
Secondly, is there a Kingdom 
principle we can incorporate into 
our daily lives that can help us with 
the condition of our ground and 
the dirt we have to sift through, 
the hurts, and the hangups that 
we all have on our own journeys? 
Something that God provides as 
a “test” for Him? God tells us to 
be a “friend” of mammon, not 
the legal companion of it. We 
are not to “marry” it and make 
it our confidence in this world, 
letting our spirit, our inner man 
see it as our god. We are to tend 
to wealth yet know our provision, 

and any and all increase, whatever 
it may be, comes from the Lord.

“And I say unto you, Make 
to yourselves friends of the 

mammon of unrighteousness; 
that, when ye fail, they may 
receive you into everlasting 

habitations. He that is faithful 
in that which is least is faithful 

also in much: and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also 

in much. If therefore ye have not 
been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will commit to 

your trust the true riches?”
 Luke 16:9-11

So, if we learn to have the 
characteristics of the Kingdom 
regarding our wealth, then we 
should have the manifestation 
of God’s promise regarding it, 
right?  We should not make 
mammon our friend, rather, 
make friends with mammon. So, 
when we are faithful to God’s 
way in dealing with the “little,” 
the lower provisions of mammon, 
we train our hearts to receive 
true riches from God, in Spirit.

SOFTENING THE 
GROUND TO RECEIVE 
GOD’S INSTRUCTION

“For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.”

Matthew 6:21

Our hearts are wicked. No one 
wants to hear that do they? It is a 
hard pill to swallow. We are born 
into the land of the living, bent and 
twisted. We are children, even as 
Christians, not yet enlightened in 
all the ways of God. And God does 
not see linear time as a measure of 
maturity. Maturity is gaged by the 
maturing of our knowledge of Him.

Here is a mature question: where 
is your treasure? You will know 
where your heart is by looking at 
and discerning the answer to this 
question. In the beginning, some 
have lots of dirt to sift through 
to get to where they can answer 
it. And that’s okay. The point 
is to start somewhere. Others 
may have a shorter distance to 
the surface, yet in the Kingdom, 
there is no difference between the 
worker that begins early in the 
morning and the one hired at five 
in the evening. The landowner is 
generous, and he has every right 
to be. (See Matthew 20:1-16)

Can we be that generous? By 
giving to God from our “lower” 
provision, we spiritually give to the 
one asking to be tested by us! And 
what are the results of us giving to 
the House of God that feeds us? 
Everyone quotes Malachi when it 
comes to giving tithes and offerings 
to God, and there are many places 
where tithes and offerings are given, 
some good, and as was the case with 

H
an

ds
 o

n 
so

il:
 N

at
al

lia
 B

or
od

a/
Bi

gs
to

ck
.c

om



GLORY MAGAZINE    |    9

Cain, some bad. A person’s heart is 
the soil, and the spirit with which 
mammon, the lower provision, 
is given, determines what seed is 
sown. The results from our actions 
create our own reality, whether 
we want to receive instruction to 
learn and grow in the knowledge 
of God and have His abundance 
in our lives or not. However, 
by tithing, being faithful in the 
“little,” and giving offerings from 
out of ALL our increase to God, we 
give Him permission to rebuke the 
devourer (See Malachi 3:11), the 
one who comes to steal the word 
and our earthly provisions. Our 
actions in the physical dimension 
influence the spiritual dimension 
we cannot see! On earth as in 
heaven. (See Matthew 6:5-15, The 
Lord’s Prayer) He asks you to test 
Him and see if He will not open 
the windows of heaven and pour 
you out an abundant blessing! The 
act of tithing restores us in two 
dimensions! It gives God legal access 
to protect what is offered to Him 
from evil. And it rains down the 
blessings, the word from above that 
can flourish in our hearts allowing 
us to grow in the good ground! 
Your wealth and your daily life are 

Give,  AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN 
UNTO YOU; GOOD MEASURE, PRESSED 
DOWN, AND SHAKEN TOGETHER, AND 
RUNNING OVER, SO SHALL MEN GIVE 
INTO YOUR BOSOM. FOR WITH THE SAME 
MEASURE THAT YE METE WITHAL 

it shall be measured to you again.
Luke 6:38

reliant upon where your treasure is.
Tithing helps to break that hard, 

stony ground open, allows the 
seeds of God’s Truth to be planted, 
and the blessings of His rain to 
fall on it. Each time you perform 
the action, and God shows up, 
your faith builds, and Truth 
begins to grow: He is the provider.

“Do any of the worthless idols 
of the nations bring rain? Do 

the skies themselves send down 
showers? No, it is you, Lord our 
God. Therefore our hope is in 

you, for you are the one who does 
all this.”  Jeremiah 14:22 (NIV)

Rain, the blessing, comes from 
above. In this passage, the word rain 
here is the Hebrew word gasham. 
It can be translated as rain, and is 
associated with a violent storm, 
but it has a deeper meaning. It is 
also associated with sustenance. 
And sustenance is associated with 
providing income and all that the 
body needs. It is the maintaining 
of someone or something in life or 
existence. It’s our source of strength. 
Only God can provide that!

We are all tested, right? And the 
only place God asks us to test Him 

is with tithing. The act of tithing 
helps to break that hard, stony, 
dry ground to open and allows the 
seeds of God’s Truth–that Jesus 
Christ redeemed our spirits and 
that He provides ALL we need–to 
be planted. As our hearts soften, 
the blessings of His rain fall on our 
hearts, proving God alone gives the 
increase. The more we prepare our 
hearts and ground for His blessings, 
the more He can do for us.

And what happens when a 
seed, buried for a time, gets the 
rays of a beautiful sun (light or 
knowledge) and the water (Spirit) 
from above? It begins to grow.

Since Jesus Christ is from the 
tribe of Judah, in the line of King 
David, and believers are the “body 
of Christ,” we must realize Truth. 
God concealed His son in a field 
(where the pearl of great price, the 
heart of God, was hidden) and gave 
everything He had to purchase 
it; therefore, He bought us! 

o
God’s treasure, His heart, was 

in His Son, hidden as a mystery, 
to overcome the enemy and the 
avenger, to overcome the flesh and 
Satan, and to rest God’s anger. 
Mercy and Grace were set, and 
The Sabbath was made for Man, 
not man for the Sabbath. Shalom.

“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth 
that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of 
his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance 
of the heart his mouth speaketh.”  Luke 6:45
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REVEALING God’s Glory
By Al Tucker
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In the summer 
of 1998, I finally 
realized one of my 
dreams: I got to play 
at the famous Pebble 
Beach Golf Links 
in California. If you 
have followed my 
past testimonies, you 
know that golf was 
my life at one time. It 
consumed me. A friend 
even wrote a song 
about me once called 
“Addicted to Golf.” 
Sadly, the experience of 
playing Pebble Beach 
was underwhelming 
as the golf course was 
under major repair 
and in terrible shape. 
My friend Gregg and 
I couldn’t even play 
the iconic 18th hole 
as it was closed for an 
annual car show for 
the rich and famous. 
Needless to say, it was a 
great disappointment. 
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“I PRAY THAT THE eyes of your heart MAY 
BE ENLIGHTENED SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW 

WHAT IS THE HOPE OF HIS CALLING...” 
EPHESIANS 1: 18 (NIV)

As we played, adding insult to 
injury, low-hanging clouds began 
to roll in, and a fog bank began to 
approach; think cold and dreary. 
As we finished, the car show was 
breaking up, and people were 
heading to their transportation. 
Lots of folks had been bused in. 
We grabbed a bite to eat and took 
our time hanging around the 
clubhouse, checking out Pebble’s 
golf history. That was a mistake.

When we went to our rental 
car to return to San Francisco for 
a technology convention starting 
the next day, ours was one of the 
few cars still in the lot, and the 
Monterrey Peninsula had become 
totally engulfed in dense fog. 
Remembering the curvy descent 
down a densely wooded hillside, 
we knew it would be tricky to get 
back to the main road. That was 
an understatement! ‘Lost’ best 
described our predicament. A 
couple times, we ended up at the 

same fork in the road even though 
we took both forks to no avail. 
We thought we were staying the 
night in the car when we saw some 
headlights (fog lights) turn into a 
lane up the road. We followed the 
vehicle into a private street that 
came to a halt outside a beautiful 
house. I parked the car and walked 
up to this tiny lady who must 
have been in her mid-80s. I told 
her our predicament, and she 
said, “it happens frequently on 
the Peninsula.” She started to tell 
me directions and then said, I’ll 
lead you out,” and so she did. She 
was so sweet and accommodating, 
and she saved the day. Otherwise, 
we wouldn’t have made it back to 
San Francisco that evening, and 
I wouldn’t have been able to give 
my presentation the following 
morning. As we were driving back, 
Gregg jokingly said something 
to the effect, “Al, promise me 
something, don’t ever tell this 

story to anyone. We’ll never hear 
the end of it.” We both laughed.

Last time, I shared how my walk 
with God is rooted in His Word. 
You might remember me quoting 
Billy Graham, who said the Bible 
is a ‘necessity’ when he wrote, “You 
cannot grow spiritually strong 
without it.”  I firmly believe that 
to be true. Before being saved, I 
was much like my story above. 
I was lost in the dense fog of this 
world. I did not know God, and I 
was blind to His glory. Frankly, I 
found the Bible boring. It turns out 
I had significant heart problems; 
first and foremost, it was spiritual 
heart disease. My physical disease 
surfaced a few years later. There 
are similarities between the two, 
though. While my physical heart 
had three blocked arteries caused 
by plaque buildup, spiritually, 
my heart had been hardened by 
a lifetime of living for myself, 
being very prideful, and pursuing 
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worldly things. Too many things at that, and I 
was probably a pretty decent guy. (How’s that 
for pride?) But I now know I lacked Godly 
grace and mercy; I was very impatient and 
judgmental (still working on that); I could 
easily get caught up in petty quarrels and 
harbor grudges with the best of them. It isn’t 
a pretty picture when you remove the veneer 
of who you think you are. All this worldly fog 
was like the plaque that clogged my natural 
arteries and made physical breathing difficult: It made 
me totally incapable of spiritual discernment. Like 
on that foggy Monterrey Peninsula road, I was ‘lost.’ 
Thankfully, one October 2012 morning at a fellowship 
Friday Bible study, when I was so angry at God, a friend 
approached me in my darkness with a light that cuts 
through the fog and said, “Take it to Jesus.”  I did, and 
I subsequently surrendered my life to Him. It “opened 
the eyes of my heart,” and I never want to go back.

Looking back at that time, I am so thankful that He 
loved me so much that He didn’t give up on seeking me, 
a 70-year-old man. Prior to being saved, the fog of my 
worldly life blinded me from seeing God, His mercy, 
His grace, and His power! I was like the people Jesus 
referenced in Matthew 13:13, “I could see but did not see, 
I could hear but did not hear, neither did I understand” 
(Modified to apply to me). Being too consumed with my 
own needs and desires, I didn’t make choices based on 
faith in God. Until He opened the eyes of my heart and 
enlightened me, I had the foolish notion that things of 
this life were more important. I have since learned that 
worldly values and the things of this world distract and 
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draw me away from God. Jesus tells us so in Matthew 
6:24, “No man can serve two masters: either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. You can’t serve God and mammon,” 
(or riches/wealth/money and, in my case, golf ).

Paul’s words to the Ephesians have encouraged me in 
my walk with the Lord. “I keep asking that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him 
better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
in order that you may know the hope to which he has called 
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people.” 
(Ephesians 1:17-18 NIV) While physical sight is a gift 
from God that enriches our daily lives, so much more so 
is spiritual sight. It softens our heart, making it (my heart) 
receptive to Him, which has allowed me to understand 
and embrace His Word. It truly enlightens my walk with 
Him, cutting through the worldly fog that could distract 
me from my calling. I find it so exciting, so enriching 
to have my spiritual blinders removed, allowing me to 
see God and have the hope of His calling. I am also 
very grateful that He has “created in me a clean heart and 
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renewed a right spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10, modified 
to apply to me.) With that said, I, more than anyone, 
realize that I am not perfect and have a lot of spiritual 
maturing to do. But I’ve got the best caddie ever, Jesus, 
and I’m trying to let Him call all the shots. As my friend 
Gregg would say, it doesn’t get any better than that.

I’ll close this testimony with a suggestion to look up 
the lyrics of the wonderful worship song written by 
Paul Baloche and released on his album of the same 
name in 2000 called, “Open the Eyes of My Heart.” It 
is based on my testimony’s key scripture verse Ephesians 
1:18. I have liked it since I first heard it several years 
ago and am always happy when we sing it in church. 
Before being saved, it was just a feel-good song to sing. 
With an enlightened heart, it now means so much more. 
When I sing it today, it is more like a prayer than just 
a song as I realize I need more and more of Him if I 
am going to continue to grow and answer His calling. 
If you don’t know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, I pray 
that He will open the eyes of your heart as He did 
mine. Next time, I will share specific ways in which the 
opening of the eyes of my heart has helped me in my 
walk with the Lord. Until then, have a blessed summer.



Bare the pure in  
heart: for they  
shall see God.

Matthew 5:8

BLESSED
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