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The Narrow Way
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What will the world look like when 
God is no longer present? When His 
hand of mercy is removed for the 
judgment of the wicked? I do not 
think even the godless people of 
the world can fathom the amount 
of darkness that will prevail when 
that time comes. Hollywood pumps 
out scenarios with black-hearted 
agendas and manifestos, yet, we have 
never lived in a time when some 
form of God’s grace was not present. 

The story of the Strait Gate, also 
known as the Narrow Door or Way, 
is found in Luke 13: 22-30. Jesus tells 
us to strive (contend with adversaries, 
fight, obtain for a prize), to be led by 
the Spirit of Truth in the place of 
assembly, the arena, the land of the 
living. We are to enter (to go out or 
come in) at (through, on account 
of ) the strait gate where balance is 
obtained in our thoughts, actions, 
and emotions. The hinge, the corner 
of the gate, is fastened to the wood 
with nails which provides the strength 
to work. You cannot hold a door in 
place by yourself and simultaneously 
walk through it! The power of the 
gate must be established by another 
for your passage. God the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit are the 
rightful keepers of the Narrow Way.

God’s ways are beyond our 
comprehension, yet, He gives 
utterance to these hidden mysteries 
through the prophets, yesterday and 
today. Things He has established 
before time that will work out 
for His will over the earth and 
for all who have been upon it. 

Does God know your name? Are 
you ready for when He stands up, 
shuts the door, and His presence 
is no longer accessible through the 
gate? Will you then stand at the 
Door, without His Spirit residing 
in you, on the other side, and then 
knock? Asking to be in His midst? 
For a short while longer, He will be 
standing, desiring all to enter in. 
Yet, many will follow traditions and 
a form of holiness, never obtaining 
the pearl of great price because of 
their lack of relationship with the 
only one who can save them from the 
darkest dark that will ever be upon 
the face of the world. Make way for 
the Spirit to call to you and establish 
your name in the mind of Christ. 
Without Jesus, the Christ, there is no 
other way to obtain your freedom. 

Blessings and honor,

Angela Errett
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Then Jesus went through the towns and 
villages, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, are 
only a few people going to be saved?”
He said to them, “Make every effort to 

enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will 

not be able to. Once the owner of the house 
gets up and closes the door, you will stand 
outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open 

the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t 
know you or where you come from.’ “Then 

you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, 
and you taught in our streets.’ “But he will 

reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 
from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 

“There will be weeping there, and gnashing 
of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown 

out. People will come from east and west 
and north and south, and will take their 

places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 
Indeed there are those who are last who 

will be first, and first who will be last.”

Luke 13:22-30 NIV

http://glorymagazineonline.com
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by Bob Jacobus
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The Perfect 
Center

In these modern times, humanity is measured on a 
linear scale, which functions much like the weight 
and balance beam. The turning point is the exact, 
perfect center. To one side is the left and to the other 

side is the right. No one stands at the perfect center. If 
you believe in God, then God stands there, except deity is 
not measured on a human scale. What is the fulcrum, the 
perfect standard of humanity? With today’s rhetoric and 
yesterday’s behavior, there can be no doubt that people 
are either left or right on the balance beam of eternity.

Elon Musk is a fascinating person. A very successful 
entrepreneur, he is reported to be the wealthiest man 
on earth. In 2022, he is in the middle of debate and 
discussions between liberal and conservative people. The 
left views him as a philosophical enemy, and the right 
views him as their champion. The odd thing is he doesn’t 
claim either side; however, Mr. Musk has embraced the 
linear scale of humanity. He has developed a graphic to 
evaluate his place among people. At some point in the 
past, he located his philosophical position as left of center. 
He acknowledges that the left of humanity has changed 
over time, and it now weighs in differently. Presently, he 
identifies his position across the midpoint and a bit to 
the right. To be clear, this does not mean that Mr. Musk 
is a reformed democrat or a newfound republican; it 

just reinforces his penchant for a historical common 
sense that seems to have eroded from humanity’s left.

Humans have such an array of values concerning 
different topics. One can be liberal on one issue and 
conservative on another. That means there are no true 
lefts or rights except for the unbalanced extremists. 
Most people hover around the center. Could it be 
they are almost balanced? The truth is no living 
human has it all together, 100 percent altogether. 
In history, only one person has ever occupied the 
exact center, the perfect balance at the perfect center 
of humanity. That was and is Jesus. Only God, who 
entered into creation as a human, could occupy such 
a position. Being God, He is the perfect standard, the 
perfect center. For those who have a different god or 
no god at all, what is the standard that you measure 
humanity? The thing is, Jesus claimed to be divine. That 
is either true or false; this is your question to answer.

“Surely the lowborn are but a breath, 
the highborn are but a lie. 

If weighed on a balance, they are nothing; 
together they are only a breath.”

Psalm 62:9 NIV
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This Scripture only is saying that a measurement of 
humanity makes no difference in the end; we all are 
part of the same breath or lack thereof. Unless there 
is a divine act of intervention, everybody expires the 
same. Our human ethical values, moral attitudes, and 
postures provide no credit for a positive eternal future.

To be sure, it is important to know what you believe 
about the issues of our time. It is essential to think 
through the implications of those beliefs and walk 
accordingly. However, being on the left, on the right, 
or somewhere around the center on the human scale 
will not get you into Heaven. A rich man once asked 
Jesus what good thing he needed to do to receive 
eternal life (Mark 10:17). Jesus answered by telling the 
man to sell everything and give it to the less fortunate. 
The man could not do it, and Jesus made a significant 
point later by saying it was easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
acquire eternal salvation. Those who heard Jesus 
thought they knew what he meant, that no one could 
be saved. Not exactly! The thing is, a person cannot save 
themselves; however, God can pardon, redeem, and save.

One can be rich in righteous causes, rich in justice, 
rich in balance, and even rich in poverty, but none 
of those things will mean anything at the last breath. 

Only the acknowledgment of God, who appeared 
in human form, and by acceptance of His invitation 
of peace through a covenant sealed by God’s own 
human blood will ensure passage through the needle’s 
eye. From that point on, a person is measured on 
God’s scale, which is not like the in-line human 
continuum. Each day is new, every mistake is fixable, 
and there is abounding forgiveness for outright failure. 

Eternity is an awesome prospect. A God who cares 
about people would, by nature, be straightforward about 
the eternal future and the corresponding outcomes. A 
good God would provide a way to the best possible 
place and not be bashful in providing directions. 
Today, we have many left and right issues; however, the 
perfect center leads to eternal life, and it is the priority 
in God’s heart. For He desires everyone to be saved. 

“who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one 
mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. 
This has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 
And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a 

true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.”
1 Timothy 2:4-7 MSG
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What is a door? Anyone 
reading this knows that a door is 
a passageway from one space into 
another. It is a doorway, a gate, 
you must go through to get from 
one room to another or from the 
“outdoors” into the “indoors.” 
Everywhere you look, there are 
doors; front doors, back doors, side 
doors, attic doors. A door on your 
car. A door on the bus. A door on 
every building you pass on the street. 

Doors can keep things in and 
keep things out and essentially go 
unnoticed. They can keep things safe 
behind security and locks or be open 
to allow anyone to pass through. 
Doors can be tall, like on the front 
of a government building, or small, 
like on the front of a dollhouse. 
Doors can slide, pivot, swing, roll, 
fit in a wall pocket, collapse, and 
revolve. They can be made out 
of materials such as wood, glass, 
aluminum, fiberglass, or bamboo.

by Angela Errett

The Door
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Doors have incredible but 
limited power. Entries are created 
by someone for a purpose, and that 
purpose has the ability to control 
it. If the objective is to safeguard 
millions of dollars at the bank, a 
vault door has the power to do so. It, 
too, is limited to that power. Vault 
doors are manufactured exclusively 
to protect the contents behind 
them from theft. Many safeguards 
are implemented, such as multiple 
keys, timers, and advanced 
technology. A vault has the power 
to guard the contents behind it, 
yet it has no ability to remain open 
twenty-four hours a day. The power 
to decide when it opens and shuts 
is reserved for the bank. Therefore, 
its purpose has been fulfilled, and 
the power is shared with its owner.

Doors can block access to a 
territory. Just ask any teenager! 
It can block entry or open for 
communication with the son or 
daughter on the other side. Yet, 
the rightful owner, the parent, can 
open it or close it if they so choose. 

Doors also imply possession and 
occupation, whether temporary or 
permanent. For example, a closed 
public bathroom door reveals that 
it is “possessed” or “occupied” by 
someone. Also, consider an office 
door. If closed, we know that the 
person behind the door is occupying 
that space or has shut it for privacy. 
It can also mean that person has left 
and closed the door for protection 
against theft, just like a vault door.

Doors must be operated either 
by human force or mechanical 
operation. In other words, an 
action must take place for it to 
open or shut, either by walking 
up to the sensor or opening it 
by hand. They will dutifully stay 

in place until an action occurs.
Have you ever driven by a house 

and thought, “That’s a really 
nice door?” A door can enhance 
a home through its design and 
beauty or reveal to the seer that 
something is wrong inside. If an 
entry is half-off its hinges, dangling 
in the wind, a passerby can see 
repairs are needed even without 
knowing the circumstance. It 
could be a myriad of reasons 
why; however, the first impression 
would lead to a rational conclusion 
that the house is out of order.

A door can make a statement 
about its owner. Someone who is 
fanciful may have a colorful mural 
painted on their door, while a 
bank has a glass door to see who 
is entering on the closed-circuit 
camera. Still yet, a person who 
lives in a historic district may be 
limited to approved colors and 
designs for theirs. Some plans may 
be mandated by where the door is 
located, while others have free rein 
to hang whatever door they like. 

Doors can block interference and 
distractions. Imagine a reporter 
under a deadline for their feature 
story. A busy newsroom may not be 
ideal for working on the finishing 
touches. However, moving into 
a side office and closing the door 
can be the solution to the chaos.

A door takes a lot of work. Let’s 
take a look at the process. Land 
must be acquired, a builder must 
be hired, and the placement must 
be mapped out and designated. 
The type of construction and 
design must be established by the 
landowner and implemented. 
Measurements must be taken. 
Supplies must be purchased. 
Someone must manufacture the 

Photo is of the Golden Gate in Jerusalem believed to be the area of the Beautiful Gate.

The Beautiful Gate 

The eastern entrance to the Old 
City of Jerusalem is called the 
Gate of Mercy, Golden Gate, or 
the Eastern Gate. It is located 
on the eastern Temple-Mount 
wall around the Old City. Jewish 
historians believe this is the gate 
where Messiah will triumphantly 
enter Jerusalem. 

It’s recorded in Luke 19 that 
Jesus, on Palm Sunday, entered 
the city from the east, and as He 
descended the Mt. of Olives, wept 
for its coming destruction (see 
Luke 19:28-44). Being opened 
and closed since A.D. 810, it has 
remained sealed since 1541. The 
eight walls of Jerusalem’s Old 
City were built by Suleiman the 
Magnificent, a Turkish Sultan, 
sometime in the early 1500s. The 
Golden Gate is the only one of 
the gates that is sealed.

• The Zion Gate
• The Dung Gate
• The Gate of Mercy 
 (Golden Gate)
• Lion’s Gate
 (Stephen’s Gate named after 
 the Christian Martyr)
• Herod’s Gate
• Damascus Gate
• The New Gate 
 (Not part of original design)
•  The Jaffa Gate
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door and then hang it once all 
other items have been completed. 
Once the door is in place, the 
purpose of the door is established. 

A door can be used to remove 
someone’s freedom or to protect 
someone else. A door on a 
prison cell places the offender 
behind it under lock and key 
not only to remove them from 
the general population but to 
protect those outside its doors. 

Secret doors, or “false doors,” can 
be used nefariously to hide their 
true purpose or keep a secret (good 
or bad) from others. A majority 
of secret doors are hidden behind 
bookcases, mirrors, or a secret panel 
on the wall. These doors can be for 
hidden passageways, secret tunnels, 
or secret rooms. These doors are 
purposely designed to fool anyone 
who enters the room. The owner 
of the house is responsible for 
informing others of its existence. 

GoD is the 
Master BuilDer

There are many kinds of doors 
and ways to go through them. 
The world says there are many 
ways to Heaven, such as being 
a good person, following strict 
adherence to a code, or through 
some other knowledge or 
religion. However, Jesus says this:

“Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come 

again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also…
Jesus saith unto him, I am 
the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto 

the Father, but by me.”
 John 14:1-3; 6 KJV

There is only one door to come 
into the House of God, The Door, 
Jesus Christ. Still, others in the 
world do not believe there is any 
other place to go to after we die. This 
mindset relies solely on empirical 
data, what they can physically see 
with their natural eyes. Having no 
experiment to prove the existence 
of a spiritual kingdom, they choose 
to discount the supernatural. 

Doors on earth have only 
physical abilities. The powers and 
limitations of spiritual doors are 
controlled by the spirit, or spirits, 
entrusted to them. For example, 
opening the door to the spirit of 
anger allows anger to pass through 
the doorway and rest upon the one 
who allowed it to be opened. Pick 
any emotion, and you will find that 
a spirit has been given authority and 
the only way to overcome it is to 
usher it back out. The same goes for 
the spirits of depression, obsession, 
addiction, and fear. Once these evil 
spirits are in possession of the space, 
the mind of a person, they must be 
removed. We must be taught how to 
overcome this spiritual battle with 
spiritual weapons in our sinful state. 

“(For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to 

the pulling down of 
strong holds;)”

2 Corinthians 10:4 KJV

Now Peter and John went up together into 
the temple at the hour of prayer, being the 
ninth hour.
And a certain man lame from his mother’s 
womb was carried, whom they laid daily at 
the gate of the temple which is called 
Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered 
into the temple;
Who seeing Peter and John about to go into 
the temple asked an alms.
And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with 
John, said, Look on us.
And he gave heed unto them, expecting to 
receive something of them.
Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; 
but such as I have give I thee: In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.

And he took him by the right hand, and 
lifted him up: and immediately his feet and 
ankle bones received strength.
And he leaping up stood, and walked, and 
entered with them into the temple, walking, 
and leaping, and praising God.
And all the people saw him walking and 
praising God:
And they knew that it was he which sat for 
alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: 
and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at that which had happened 
unto him.
Acts 3:1-10 KJV
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one of the first 
Miracles after 
christ is risen

”
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God is the rightful owner of all 
that exists. However, God gave man 
dominion over the world. What 
we do determines how the world 
operates. In a kingdom system, 
what the king says becomes law 
instantly. It cannot be taken back, 
negotiated, overturned by votes, or 
removed from the record. Whatever 
is said stands as law as soon as the 
breath passes over the tongue of 
the king. If the world is in chaos, 
it directly reflects what man has 
done. If it’s to get better, we need to 
learn how to be better stewards by 
renewing our minds with the Truth.

Doors require action. Something 
has to move from one place to 
another. Have you ever gone to 
a grocery store to get food and 
just stood at the door? Did you 
stand there praying, declaring to 
the bread, milk, and meat inside 
the building to come and get 
into your car so you can take it 
to your house and enjoy it? Why 
do many believe they can stand 
at the door, sometimes ignoring 
Him, sometimes looking inside, 
but never moving past a “form of 
godliness,” just staring at the door? 
Many don’t step over the threshold 
into a place where the Holy Spirit 
can feed souls and renew minds 
warring with the spirits that 
try to possess us. Jesus declares 
this in Revelation 3:20 (KJV),

“Behold, I stand at 
the door, and knock: 
if any man hear my 
voice, and open the 
door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup 
with him, and he 

with me.”

He will come. He will encircle 
the disorders of this life and equip 
us as we step over the threshold 
where sin lies under our feet. 

Heaven’s Door, the Beautiful 
Gate, stands firm, unflinching, 
resting in its designated space, 
waiting for the actions of men, 
predestined from the beginning, 
to cross over into the supernatural 

power of God through the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
searches the House, the Mind of 
God, feeding His people, renewing 
their minds in the Truth. The Truth 
of who God is, who Jesus Christ is, 
and who they are in Him. Only the 
Truth can be found in Him because 
there is no sin in Him. AMEN.
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After the Last Supper, on the night 
of His arrest, Jesus and His disciples 
come to Gethsemane. He prays three 
times in the garden. Each time they 
were found sleeping. Then, Judas, 
one of the twelve, betrays Him with a 
kiss (Matthew 26:36-52).

View of the Eastern Gate from the Garden of 
Gethsemane outside of the Old City of Jerusalem.

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the 
sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 
But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the 
porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep 
by name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he 
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a 
stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice 
of strangers. This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not 
what things they were which he spake unto them. 

Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of 
the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep 
did not hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  I am the 
good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” 

John 10:1-11 KJV  (continues until verse 21)

the GooD shepherD
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REVEALING God’s Glory
By Al Tucker

As     I write this edition’s 
Revealing God’s Glory article, 
we are enjoying one of God’s 
masterpieces, springtime! Just think 
of how dull life would be without 
this wonderful annual blessing: 
no returning robins nor other 
melodious songbirds that sing their 
heart out; no tulips, daffodils, nor 
other spring flowers to brighten 
our surroundings; no blooming 
shrubbery and trees to fill the air 
with sweet aromas; no showers to 
wash away winter’s grime to bring 
new life to our landscapes; no 
new freshness to the air for us to 
breathe; and no soft, warm sun to 
soak in, just to name a few. As a 
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photographer, I get to experience 
this glory up close and personal. 
But long before photography 
became a passion for me, spring 
had always been my favorite time 
of year. About 
twenty-five years 
ago, I returned to 
my office in the 
D.C. area from 
a business trip 
to southeastern 
Virginia in early 
April with a 
colleague named 
Gregg, a dear 
friend. Traveling 
along the beautiful 
southern Virginia 

countryside, I remarked I love this 
time of year and how nature paints 
its landscapes anew every day. Gregg 
asked what I meant. I told him as 
he drives back and forth to 

“Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and 
night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then 

will you prosper and succeed in all you do.”   Joshua 1:8 NIV

As
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work each day to pay attention to 
how the colors of the trees change 
slightly, starting with light green 
pastels to verdant dark green in late 
spring. Sadly, we lost Gregg about 
ten years later at the age of forty-
nine. I think of my friend now and 
then at this time of year and how 
much he appreciated me pointing 
out that God’s masterpiece is 
created in front of our very eyes each 
spring. It is quite a show, especially 
here in the hills of West Virginia. 
It is one of new life; it doesn’t 
happen overnight. It takes time for 
plants to take hold, grow, mature, 
bear fruit, and thrive…and then 
each spring to burst forth anew. 

Christians are much like fruit 
trees. It takes time for us to 
mature and bear fruit, i.e., become 
Christlike. James writes, “Be 
mature and complete, not lacking 
anything” (James 1:4 NIV). In my 
previous testimony, I started sharing 
lessons I have learned in trying to 
walk worthy of God. These lessons 
learned are my maturation process 
as I try to build my life on a solid 

foundation of Jesus. Being saved 
was truly amazing; everything 
was new and exciting. My belief 
in Jesus dying for my sins and his 
resurrection to give me new life was 
truly transformational. Old things 
did die away. But I was childlike. 
I was like most new Christians, 
so immature in my faith. I was 
even like the wisest of all men, 
Solomon, who said to God upon 
becoming king of Israel at the 
age of nineteen, “…but I am a 
little child, I do not know how to 
go out or come in” (1 Kings 3:7 
NIV). Neither did I! What to do?

I knew I didn’t want to be a 
fake Christian continuing in my 
old priorities, pretending to be 
something I wasn’t. I realized early 
I had to develop a sincere faith by 
trying to determine God’s will for 
my life. I started to read the Bible 
more in those early days, and I 
listened more intently to sermons 
and during Bible study discussions. 

I did back then, and I still try to 
find a takeaway or a nugget that I 
can apply to my life. It is one of the 
ways I have tried to take myself out 

of the equation and put Christ at 
the forefront. You see, “self ” was 
and can still be one of my main 
nemeses. In the past, I could sit 
in church pretending to listen to a 
sermon, my mind on golf, fishing, 
or the like. Or I could be critically 
analyzing (i.e., scoffing) what was 
being preached or totally zoned 
out and just a second or two from 
being sound asleep only to have 
Liva nudge me with her elbow. I 
was a model fake Christian. I have 
found being at church and worship 
much richer, more meaningful, 
and spiritually impactful when 
you try to listen to what God is 
trying to say to you versus listening 
to your own random musings; it 
touches my heart, not just my ears.

As I think about my lessons 
learned, I now realize that my Life 
Application Bible is my most prized 
possession, and that is because 
God speaks to me through it. Billy 
Graham says the Bible is a “necessity” 
when he writes, “You cannot grow 
spiritually strong without it.” 
Wow! The word cannot should 
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be capitalized here, emphasizing that you CANNOT 
become Christlike if you only trust your own mind and 
not the truth of God’s word! The earliest scripture that I 
remember influencing me after being saved was 2 Peter 
3:18 (NIV), “But, grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  Another favorite early 
scripture that spoke to me was 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV), 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.” I often smile to myself when I read 
these two verses in Paul’s letter to Timothy. It reminds 
me of the great vaudevillian comic of the 1920s and 30s, 
W. C. Fields, supposedly a staunch atheist who was once 
found reading a Bible. When asked what he was doing, 
he replied, “looking for loopholes, my boy.”  Fields could 
have saved himself a lot of time if he had located these 
verses right away and found there are no loopholes.

I quickly learned that if I am going to grow my faith, 
I need to study His word and let His truth sink into 
my heart by applying it. It must sink in for me to live 
it. If I’m not reading His word, taking it to heart, and 
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allowing Him to work through me, then I’m a fake 
and deceiving myself. Jesus warned the Sadducees, 
me, and everyone else when He said, “You are 
deceived, because you don’t know the scriptures, 
or the power of God” (Matthew 22:29 NET). This 
tells me that you can’t become Christlike by being 
scripturally illiterate: there are no loopholes!

Before becoming saved, I had one of the most 
pristine Bibles, with a nice, unwrinkled paper cover. 
Not only did it look nice and new, but it was also 
like many of those Gideon Bibles found in hotels, 
rarely opened, rarely read! But mine wasn’t in a 
drawer as the Gideon’s. It sat out in the open in 
our front room. Why? I guess I thought that’s what 
Christians did. Little did I realize it communicated 
that a scriptural illiterate lived here. When Liva’s 
Mom passed away sixteen years ago, her Bible ended 
up in our front room. What a dichotomy that 
made. A rarely-read Bible was sitting next to one 
read every day for years. Back then, it made little 
impact other than it was nice having one of Mom’s 
most prized possessions. Fast forward to today, and 
my Bible still sits in our front room occasionally, 

but it often finds itself in other rooms. It is no longer 
pristine. It looks worn, dog-eared, marked up, and with 
post-it notes sticking out here and there. I love to read 
it, and the more I do, the more I learn who God is, 
what He did to save me, and what He can and will do 
in my life if I allow Him. It has to be more than a good 
read; it must challenge the status quo and change you!

Early in my walk with Him, I was consumed with what 
He wanted from me and how I was supposed to serve Him. 
I needed to know what His will for my life was, is. Most of 
us, at times, have asked ourselves, “what is my purpose?” 
Upon getting saved, those thoughts became more 
important to me. I honestly did want to serve Him. I was 
in my early 70s and didn’t have much time left, meaning 
I wasn’t a young man with decades to go. I prayed about 
His will for me, and I still ask if I’m on the right track.

Guess where I found the answer? Yes, the Bible. The 
late evangelist Jack Wyrtzen once said, “You can’t do the 
will of God if you don’t know the Word of God.”  Pastor 
Rick Warren writes, “You can only find God’s mission 
for your life in one place: God’s Word.” If you look 
hard enough, you’ll find similar quotes from other great 
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men of God, Billy Graham, Dwight L. Moody, 
David Jeremiah, etc., who all affirm in one way 
or another that God’s Word is only helpful when 
we know it and follow it. I have learned from my 
journey that He does prepare and equip us 
to live as He desires. I have learned what 
the Psalmist wrote, “I will instruct you and 
show you the way to go; with my eye on you, 
I will give you counsel” (Psalm 32:8 NIV). 
Sometimes I find His way for me in my 
own Bible devotions, sometimes it is when 
I hear the Word preached, and sometimes 
when discussed during a fellowship 
Friday Bible study. No matter what, I 
have found that the key to finding “His 
counsel” is to cling to the Word of God! 
As Billy Graham said, it is a “necessity.”

In summary, I love walking with God, 
and I love trying to please Him by doing 
His will, that is, by living according to His 
Word. I love that He “equip(s) you with 
everything good for doing his will, and … he work(s) in 
us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory forever and ever” (Hebrews 13:21 NIV). I have 
learned that He gave me unique gifts, such as an eye for 
photography, an ability to communicate through writing, 
and an ability to organize, and that I should use those gifts 
to bring Him and only Him glory. I love that He has filled 
me with a love for others, especially for those who are less 
fortunate. And most importantly, I love that He found me, 
saved me, and that He wants to do His work through me. 
I know I am still a work-in-process to become Christlike. 
I am sure there are days when He sees my impatience 
and asks Alan, Alan, and Alan, when are you going to 
learn? But I have full trust in His sweet promise “…
that He who has begun a good work in you will complete 
it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6 NIV).  

Next time, I will share more lessons I have learned 
in my walk with God. Until then, “May the Lord bless 
you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you; the Lord turn His face toward 
you and give you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26 NIV).
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Then said 
Jesus, 
Father, 
forgive 
them; for 
they know 
not what 
they do. 
And they 
parted his 
raiment, and 
cast lots.
Luke 23:34 KJV

www.glorymagazineonline.com

