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Another year in the books feels like two years have 
melded into about six months. The chronicle of 
time has become but a vapor. Our lives have 
either been containers for good or not. I write 
these letters after the issue content is set, and I 
am amazed at the coordination that occurs with 
each one. Bob, Al, and I do not discuss what 
will be written other than if a theme is pressing, 
like a Christmas issue. However, this year, we 
all were under tremendous stress to complete 
our stories, not knowing what the other was to 
put in black and white. 
We all want to live a blessed life, vainly working 
out our time here, yet, as you read the pages 
of the magazine, you will find that we are 
participants on a glorious stage and we have 
been given a choice to either see good or see 
bad as our way of life, no matter the issues we 
face. Christ died so that all may withstand the 
journey because He knew the cost. Since God 
wanted life for His children, the price must be 
paid in not only water but blood. The sacrifice 
required for the World’s sin was death, and only 
Christ Jesus could make the payment: Skin for 
skin, flesh for flesh. Heaven emptied itself into 
Jesus, all was given, so that the shame of sin 
would be vanquished and the world the Lord 
loved would be balanced once again. 
We cannot know the expanse of God to the 
fullest, for He is unsearchable, but we can invite 
the child of God, the Christ, who was born with 
the sole purpose to die for us into our hearts 
and receive the Comforter–the Holy Spirit. If 
we are to be one in Christ, we know that no 
matter what is pressed against His body–that 
being believers now–we must remain in His 
presence, in His Peace, which He left for us.

During Christmas, the atmosphere changes, 
offenses are forgiven, needs are met by others, 
and a giving heart seems to settle on most. I 
wonder if the change is from people, without 
them knowing, participating in a limited 
“one accord moment” orchestrated by the 
Holy Spirit? We cannot make others feel “The 
Christmas Spirit,” yet we all feel it. Right? 
Many want to force through what the Lord 
would have for His people without recognizing 
HE has ALL the control. Maybe we should 
take a moment this Christmas and just sit and 
see what the Lord will do. Sure, we can’t sit on 
our laurels–as they say–we must participate on 
the stage, but we are often stagehands moving 
the sets into place without noticing the “Good 
Play” has already been written for us. We must 
be willing to seek out the pages with our parts 
on them. We must trust in the Lord and that all 
will work out for His good. 
May the Spirit of Christmas wash over you. 
May it cover your families, neighbors, towns, 
cities, and nations, as the only One who could 
bring such Peace is celebrated, honored, and 
given His place as the King of your hearts, King 
of kings, and Lord of all.

All to His Glory!

Blessings and honor,
Angela Errett
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by Bob Jacobus

A caveat: humans tend to 
process ideas on one dimension. 
Spiritual concepts are eternal; 
therefore, multi-dimensional. A 
few words only seed the thought 
process that will grow unto 
a fuller understanding. The 
subject matter of this paper is 
much broader and richer than 
the narrative that is offered. 

There are three paths of direct 
spiritual contact available to 
mankind. Prayers generally 
emanate from humanity, 
blessings generally originate 
from divinity, and communions 
are interactions between parties. 
From the very beginning, 
spiritual awareness has been and 
is paramount to our existence.  
These are three different types of 
spiritual infrastructure that are 
lumped together as being alike, 
unless a point is made, and 
some understanding is applied 
to the nuances of each. This 
essay endeavors to describe a 
few differences in the form and 
function of prayers, blessings, 

and communions. These three 
things are the roads, bridges, 
and superhighways of eternity.

Prayers normally spring 
from a need, a request, or a 
thanksgiving. People often have 
needs and turn to God for relief. 
Even those who do not believe 
will get desperate enough to ask 
for their creator’s help. A prayer 
of request also originates from 
humanity and can be from one 
of faith on behalf of another in 
need. A prayer of thanksgiving 
is a cognitive, sometimes verbal, 
acknowledgment of God and 
His goodness. Different types 
of prayers do dovetail and 
ripple across the illustrated 
parameters. This conversation 
needed to start somewhere 
since the subject matter is 
like a bicycle: as you learn to 
balance, you begin to ride.

Consider some interesting 
points about prayer. Prayers, 
being eternal, have no end until 
they are answered. I am still 
seeing the prayers of my father 

for his grandchildren come 
to pass. A prayer can be used 
in a wrong way…if one prays 
for someone to act or behave 
according to their personal 
agenda and not the Lord’s, then 
they are guilty of the dark art 
of witchcraft. An observation: 
one should not pray for another 
unless that person is willing to 
accept the outcome themselves. 
Case in point, have you ever 
witnessed someone ask God to 
bring fire on another because 
of objectionable behavior 
only to see the person who 
first prayed get lit up first? 
A prayer of thanksgiving is 
often a response to another 
prayer that has been answered
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In John 17
God prays for needs, for requests, 

and He gave thanks.

“And now, Father, glorify me 
in your presence with the glory 

I had with you before the 
world began.”

John 17:5

Prayers, Blessings, 
 and Communions
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Now then, one must broach 
the point that prayers exclusively 
emanate from humans. God did 
pray; however, it was from the 
needs and requests of His human 
nature. He did this in the person 
of Jesus Christ, God with us. The 
Christmas celebration is based 
on God coming in the form of a 
human. So, it was in that form 
He prayed for needs, He prayed 
for requests, and He gave thanks. 

Blessings can be spoken from a 
person’s soul; however, they are more 
like well-wishes. A genuine blessing 
comes from God. Sometimes God 
will speak a blessing through 
a thought, a dream, a vision, a 
situation, or distinctly from His 
very mouth. Often God uses a 
person to speak a blessing when 
that blessing is significant for a 
people group and when the blessing 
has an eternal nature. The person 
being used is just a mouthpiece 
or delivery man. A direct word 
from God into a person’s spirit 
imparts hope, strength, and faith. 

Blessings are not to be bought 
or sold. In Acts 8, there is a story 
about a man who tried to purchase 
the blessing of the Holy Spirit. 
He wanted the power to heal 
those who were sick and deliver 
those who were demon-possessed. 
This man, named Simon (not 
the Apostle Simon known as 
Peter), had a two-fold agenda. 
He desired the esteem of the 
community and people in general, 
and he wanted to make money. 
The apostles strongly rebuked 
Simon for acting like a believer 
but not repenting of personal 
sin and wicked thoughts. They 
warned him of eternal judgment. 

 The opposite of a blessing is 
a curse. Balak, a king of ancient 
Jordan, hired a prophet (for 
whom?) to curse Israel as they 
approached the Land of Promise. 
Balaam (Numbers 22-24) was 

fully persuaded to bless Israel and 
not curse them. The King and 
elders insisted that Balaam do this 
pronouncement, but instead, the 
nations of Canaan were cursed. 
Divine Blessings are steadfast 
and not to be tinkered with.

The father’s blessing is a powerful 
privilege in the Kingdom of God. 
Unction from heaven is given to 
fathers to bless and foretell their 
children’s futures. God the Father 
blessed Abraham with the promise 
that his offspring would number 
more than the stars in heaven and 
the sand of the seashore. People 
of the earth would be blessed by 
Abraham through his offspring. 
David was blessed with the promise 
that he would have a descendant 
who would be the ruler forevermore. 
Isaac blessed Jacob with the family 
headship and could not undo it 
when the eldest son requested that 
blessing. Jacob blessed the sons 
of Joseph, first the younger than 
the elder, at God’s direction even 
though Joseph objected. A genuine 
blessing is sovereign and needs 
to be respected as such. My most 
precious memory of my daughter’s 
wedding was speaking a Father’s 

Blessing as part of the ceremony.
Communions, like prayers 

and blessings, take different 
forms and functions. Sometimes, 
a combination of an image, 
ceremony, or event prompts a 
communion. A nativity scene is 
an example. The most common 
communion is the Lord’s Supper: 
the ceremony where bread is 
broken and consumed, and a bit 
of wine is consumed in memory of 
Jesus. The bread represents Christ’s 
body broken for our healing and 
provision, while the wine represents 
the blood covenant God struck 
with mankind. This is a solemn 
acknowledgment of God’s blessing 
of eternal life and a prophetic act 
that His life must be internalized.

Another form of communion is a 
simple, quiet time where one settles 
down to reflect, hear from God, or 
just soak in His presence. These 
times of quiet are often the prelude 
to the ultimate communion, that 
is, when man and God engage 
in a two-way conversation. We 
have the opportunity to do this 
because God the Son became 
flesh, bled, died, resurrected, and 
gave us right standing with God 
at His cost. What a Blessing!

As the near future collides 
with eternity, it is good to 
remember Isaiah’s famous 
prophecy concerning Messiah.

“May those who bless you 
be blessed and those who 

curse you be cursed!”
Numbers 24:9 (NIV)

Prayers, Blessings, 
 and

“For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.”

Isaiah 9:6 (KJV)
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Every day, the world gets up with an 
incredible opportunity to see God’s 
creation as His perfect harmonious 

orchestra performing with all its crescendos 
(ups) and decrescendos (downs), and from 
grave (very slow) to presto (very fast), until the 
final curtain call. Or, maybe they choose to see 
a dreadful musical theatre where their beliefs 
and distorted ideologies are thought to be 
better equipped to produce a more worthwhile 
and melodious outcome in their lives rather 
than the workings of the Triune God. And 
many may fall somewhere in between these 

two examples, 
resting somewhere 
in the lukewarm. 
An individual is 
allowed to choose 
the spirit in which 
they will work out 
their days on earth. 
Whether from a perspective of good, bad, or 
a mixture of both, their ruling spirit will be 
manifested. We get to decide to either believe 
in the Lord Jehovah or believe in the god of 
this world, Satan. (See 2 Corinthians 4:4) 

by Angela ErrettThe RACE
And let us run 
with patience 

the race that is 
set before us

see Hebrews 12:1

D
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As Joshua, the successor of Moses, 
put it, “Choose you this day whom 
you will serve.” He chose to serve 
the Lord.  We  must also decide 
whom we serve: the Lord, the 
God of the spirits of all flesh (see 
Numbers 27:16), or some other 
god (spirit) from the other side of 
the flood. (See Joshua 24:14) Jesus 
Himself in Luke 16 and Matthew 
6 tells us that not even one man, 
nothing, can serve two masters. It 
is made very plain for the hearer to 
understand. He said, “No one can 
serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; 
or else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.” (See Matthew 
6:24, Luke 16:9) A master, the 
supreme authority, the controller 
in our lives, is the one we allow to 
possess our spirit. The one we select 
is the one we will revere, honor, and 
produce the fruit of. Another way to 
say this is, “Whom will you choose 
to sustain your life and grant your 
provisions, not only on earth but 
with everlasting life in the Spirit? 
One that is good or one that is evil?” 

For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes in him 

should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

John 3:16

Mammon can influence people 
to believe a lie, a mirage, a veiled 
delusion. It is a spirit that brings 
upon a person more confidence in 
their physical wealth and earthly 
riches they’ve been given, instead 
of relying on the provisions from 
above, seeking guidance from 
a higher authority through the 
finished works of Christ. (See John 
17:1-5) Riches are the idols of men 

without uncircumcised hearts, 
which causes them to rely on 
physical wealth and the things of 
this world above a Spiritual God’s 
ability to provide for their every 
need. Jesus did not die in vain, 
for naught, He paid the ransom, 
the price demanded by sin–death–
and rose again to the Father.

And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I 

pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be 

preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Faithful is he that 
called you, who also will do it. 

I Thessalonians 5:23-24

We are in a spiritual battle, and 
the example in the story of Job 
goes to the heart of the matter: 
whose will you be? Satan, the 
opponent of good, the accuser of 
the brethren, is asked by the Lord 
if he has considered His servant 
Job. (See Job 1:8-11) Satan, in his 
reply, says, “Does Job fear God 
for naught?” This basically means, 
does Job fear God freely, devoid 
of cost, reason, or advantage?

Seems that Satan questions 
whether Job reveres God only 
because of His hedge of protection 
and the blessing upon him. He 
implies with confidence that Job 
will curse God if his covering is 
removed. Surely Job would fall 
down and worship Satan, not 
God after his livestock was taken 
away and his servants and children 
were killed. However, despite all 
the tribulations, Job does not sin 
against God. He was not led away 
from God’s chosen path for his life 
by permitted temptations of Satan. 
Job’s integrity, alignment, and 
ability to love God with all his heart, 
soul, and mind was an example 
of the Great Commandment 

Jesus spoke of in Matthew 
22:35-40. (See also Luke 10:27)

Then one of them, which was 
a lawyer, asked him (Jesus) 

a question, tempting him, 
and saying, Master, which is 
the great commandment in 

the law? Jesus said unto him, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy 

God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and 

great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor 

as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the 

law and the prophets. 
Matthew 22:35-40

Now in Job chapter two, Satan 
is before the Lord again. God, for 
the second time, asks if he had 
considered His servant Job, “And 
Satan answered the Lord, and 
said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a 
man hath will he give for his life.” 
He believed that no man could 
choose God after his allotted time 
of striking his flesh. They would 
undoubtedly choose him, right? 
God allowed Satan to attack Job 
but forbid him to kill his nephesh, 
his living soul. (See Job 2:1-7) This 
time Satan struck Job in his body 
with sores and boils, inflaming 
his flesh most miserably from 
the soles of his feet to the top of 
his head. Yet, he remained in 
righteousness during his testing.

Subjected to many hardships and 
all forms of misery, Job ultimately 
submitted himself to the plan God 
allowed for his life, giving testimony 
from his personal experience that 
God is able to prevail as victor over 
all circumstances and that no plot of 
His opponent could ever be hidden 
or prevail against His power. Job 
was given greater blessings in the 
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end than at the beginning of his life.
It is fascinating that the book 

of Job declares Satan’s intent to 
overwhelm and persecute the 
“one that feared God, and avoided 
evil,” even provoking God to test 
him. In Hebrew, the name Job 
means  hated, persecuted. He was 
under the influence of the Spirit of 
the Lord, and Satan and the world 
he ruled would hate him for being 
such a wealthy man yet could not 
be controlled by any other spirit, 
including Mammon. Job’s integrity 
prevailed even though there was 
a move against him by Satan, “to 
destroy him without cause.” In 
Hebrew, the word cause means  for 
nothing, without a wage being paid, 
undeserved, for no purpose, in vain.

What type of “job” will you 
choose to perform? God had 
incredibly blessed Job; his job 
was to be a bondservant to the 
Lord. Whom will you serve? Will 
you serve the Lord with reverence 
and honor, in spirit and truth, 
or serve other gods (spirits)?

Paul states in 1 Corinthians 10:14 
that we should run away from vices 
and vanish from their presence. 
Separate ourselves from idolatry. 
The word  idolatry  (eidololatria  in 
Greek) means  the worship of false 
gods, which have no Truth in them. 

The Greek word study puts 
forth some clarity on the 
word  eidololatria. First, there are 
the actions of someone performing 
formal sacrificial deeds in honor of 
a false god(s), and second, it calls 
out someone with an excessive 
desire for gain, coveting what 
others have, which is a sign they 
are worshipping Mammon. The 
worship of Mammon will cause all 
types of vices to appear which are 
immoral, reflecting the likeness, 
the fruit if you will, of the spirit 
in control of the person. Job is 

later. Peter asks the selling price 
of the land, and she repeats the 
amount they agreed to give. She, 
too, fell down and died. Ananias 
and Sapphira were in the company 
of people filled with the Holy 
Ghost, in the presence of God, yet 
proved who the ruler was in their 
spirits. Their hearts remained in 
servitude to Mammon. You cannot 
serve two masters at the same time.

And by the hands of the 
apostles were many signs 

and wonders wrought 
among the people; (and they 

were all with one accord in 
Solomon’s porch.) 

Acts 5:12

Many are longing for an Acts 5:12 
corporate moment to resurface, 
just like the one Peter saw. Where 
signs and wonders and all manner 
of miracles occur. But these things 
didn’t happen until after Ananias 
and Sapphira were removed from 
amongst them, and they were in 
one accord. This is a clarion call 
for people, no matter their position 
within the body of Christ, to repent 
and give up the spirit of Mammon. 

Those who idolize money do not 
realize that God supplied it even 
though they have provided the 
action to acquire the funds, and 
the Holy Spirit sees everything that 
is done with it. Without realizing 
that it truly is a spiritual battle to 
occupy and overtake their mindset, 
they are serving Mammon. That 
spirit will despise God because 
the riches will not buy a seat in 
Heaven. The spirit within a man 
is worth more than the flesh that 
covers it, yet it is the choice of a 
man to which spirit resides: good 
or bad. And our God is a jealous 
God. He wants all of you. When 
someone receives Jesus Christ into 
their heart by believing He is who 

only found perfect and upright 
by the Lord, fearing God, so we 
can surmise there were no other 
gods (spirits) that he was serving.

 Wherefore, my dearly 
beloved, flee from idolatry. 

1 Corinthians 10:14

The Spirit of Mammon and 
the Company of Satan

Have you heard of Ananias and 
his wife, Sapphira? In Acts 5, their 
story plays out. They sold some 
property but kept back some of 
the money. They brought the 
amount they were willing to share 
with the apostles and placed it at 
their feet. This was to be a sign of 
total submission and that Christ 
would now be the influential 
ruling power (spirit) over their life. 

However, they were not willing to 
give all the money at the feet of the 
apostles. They did like the others 
and placed their offering at their 
feet, acting as if they were giving 
everything, yet, their deception 
was not hidden from the Holy 
Ghost. Peter asks why Ananias 
would allow Satan to fill his heart 
and lie to the Holy Ghost, to God 
Himself, by keeping back some of 
the total price for the land? He not 
only lied to the men around them, 
but he also lied in the presence of 
God. After Peter spoke, Ananias fell 
down dead. But you see, Sapphira 
also knew what her husband was 
going to do. It also corrupted her 
heart by participating in the same 
deception. The spirit of Mammon 
brings about vices, such as being 
untruthful. We know who has 
no truth in him, and he is called 
the father of lies–Satan. (See John 
8:44) She knew nothing of Ananias’ 
death and arrived about three hours 
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He says He is, they are sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promise, our 
inheritance until the redemption. 
God will fulfill everything He 
has planned for those who 
choose Him. (Ephesians 1:12-14)

Win The Race: 
Choose Good

What choice would help us 
become better equipped to 
overcome the spirit of Mammon, 
run our race against the opponent 
of God, and push back against 
the enemy’s current plans? Simply 
put, have reverential fear and 
honor towards God, showing it 
through the sacrifice of the tithe. 
Tithing circumcises the heart of 
a person. And do not mistake 
the meaning here. Just because a 
person tithes does not mean his 
heart is right with God. The story 
of Ananias and Sapphira bears this 
out. Some will give thinking that 
if they do, the blessing will surely 
come. But that is not the case. A 
person must have his heart, his 
spirit in a position of honor to 
God, and a genuine desire to serve 
Him and no other god (spirit).

 In Malachi 3, we find out that 
if we are not tithing and giving 
offerings, we rob God and fall 
under a curse. That curse will cause 
us to hate one master and love the 
other. When we don’t tithe, we 
align with an evil spirit because it 
does not want to bow down and 
serve God. The process usually 
takes some time before getting to 
the point of submission, yet, when 
achieved, God will show up and 
show out. All to His glory, not ours.

When someone has relinquished 
the spirit of Mammon, they do 
not need prompting to give. They 
know that it is through the giving 

that the blessing will flow. But first, 
God doesn’t NEED your money! 
He owns everything that ever was 
and ever will be. He is looking for 
a heart willing only to serve one 
master. A tithe is the first 10% 
of any gain a person receives. An 
offering is any amount above the 
10% given as a tribute to God. 
God can make the remaining 90% 
worth more than if you kept the 
whole amount. This action, this 
cutting away of a fleshy heart, is the 
only place in the Bible where God 
says to test Him. Investigate for 
yourselves if he will not open to you 
the windows of heaven and pour 
you out a blessing that you will not 
have room enough to receive! Yet, 
there is more to this blessing, and I 
feel this information is very timely. 

There is a second blessing 
associated with the tithe. God 
states in Malachi 3:11-12, “And I 
will rebuke the devourer for your 
sakes, and he shall not destroy the 
fruits of your ground; neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the 
time in the field, saith the Lord 
of hosts. And all nations shall 
call you blessed: for ye shall be a 
delightsome land, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” Being under the protection 
of the Lord from the devourer 
will be imperative in the coming 
days and years, and we must be in 
one accord, one mind, one heart, 
playing our part in the grandest, 
most harmonized orchestra ever 
performed. And we must get our 
hearts away from serving Mammon 
and only longing for the company 

of the Lord. All to the glory of God!
Job continually sent burnt 

offerings to the Lord to sanctify 
his family because he knew they 
might have been guilty of cursing 
God within their hearts, loving 
another god. Their actions would 
incur a penalty that was payable 
by death. Which turned out to 
be the scenario. However, being 
declared by God to be a pious and 
upright man, Job seems to have 
been one who was under the Great 
Commandment, fearing only God 
and rebuking evil. He was only 
serving one Master and turned 
away from the false gods (spirits). 
He ran his race with patience, 
relying on God for his needs 
during the good and bad times.

I, for one, am glad to see 
Christmas come this year. Our 
family has decided, along with 
many others I am hearing about, to 
forgo presents this year and focus 
on family, friendship, and, most 
importantly, The Presence. Yes, we 
can all celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ without a gift box to open. 
I am sure He would much rather 
you open His Gift of salvation and 
open your heart to receive it. And 
maybe, just maybe, that giving 
“Christmas Spirit” will wash over 
all those who read this, and their 
hearts will grow three sizes today!

Shalom, Peace 
be unto all this 

Christmas!

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have 
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: 

for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove 

me now herewith, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 

be room enough to receive it. 
Malachi 3:8-10
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Redeeming Grace Outreach 
Worship Center Looks to Expand

“The heartbeat of Redeeming 
Grace Outreach Worship Center 
(RGOWC) is to reach out and 
renew lives,” Pastor Jason Boggs 
said, “and fulfilling the Great 
Commission of Jesus Christ; 
Your glory Lord is our story.”

Jason didn’t start out operating 
in an atmosphere promoting a 
stable lifestyle or an inclination 
for religion and serving God. As 
a former drug dealer and a gang 
member, he began with drugs at 
age ten, eventually selling them 
and joining a gang. He had three 
felonies by the age of 15, was 
incarcerated in December of 2007, 
and spent a year in jail. A person 
like that, some would say, has no 
path forward. They may be lost to a 
life of chaos, drugs, and retaliation 
against authority. But God…

A man by the name of Brother 
Blake came to the jail preaching 
and ministering to the inmates 
about the life of Jesus and His 
kingdom. His words met the 
softened ground of Jason’s heart, 
and he surrendered it to Christ. 

Two months later, he began 
to preach to the other inmates 
at the jail, and he has never 
quit. He found himself doing a 

complete turnaround in his life 
and wanted to pursue ministry. In 
2008, after sharing his testimony 
at the Brushy Fork Full Gospel 
Church, he began the process of 
becoming a pastor. He remained 
at the church to co-pastor and 
was ordained around 3 years later. 

Next on his journey, Jason began 
to travel throughout the country. 
He went from West Virginia to 
California and across both coasts as 
an Evangelist. One night in 2018, 
while returning home at 4:00 a.m., 
God spoke to him. He was just 
passing by a former strip club when 
God said, “That’s the place I want 
you to build My outreach center.”

“I literally called the people up,” 
Jason said. “I asked what it would 
take for me to get this building 
as a facility to grow the Kingdom 
of God, to have a worship center 
for people to worship Christ, and 
also an outreach center, and have 
missions here in the United States? 
They told me, ‘if you fix up the place, 
we will give you the building rent-
free for one year.’ So, we took a strip 
club and turned it into a church.”

The Redeeming Grace Outreach 
Worship Center has been open 
since 2018. Over the past three 

Glory Story

Pastor Jason Boggs, RGOWC
Brandywine, WV

Tree of hands, using handprints from 
the children’s ministry
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years, they have been blessed to 
lead 248 people to Christ. They 
have people of all ages attending, 
newborns to some in their 
nineties. It is a church alive for 
Christ with a mission to bring the 
Gospel to as many as they can.

RGOWC is located in the 
small town of Brandywine, WV, 
in Pendleton County, between 
Franklin and Harrisonburg, VA. 
Although Pendleton County has 
a modest population of around 
200 people, they are busting at 
the seams. Just over the mountain 
in Rockingham County, VA, 
the population in the city of 
Harrisonburg is well over 54,000, 
with two universities within its city 
limits–James Madison University 
and Eastern Mennonite University 
and two other colleges close by. 
From this close proximity to 
Harrisonburg and Route 220 
that leads to Petersburg, WV, and 
Moorefield, WV, their mission 
field will remain for some time 
to come. The urban areas are 
ripe for their message of hope 
and redemption, especially with 
the younger generation and the 
homeless. RGOWC wants to 
help people become who God 
made them to be and not focus 
on who they are right now.

Jason gave up his office space 
to accommodate their growing 
children’s ministry and their five 
services a week. Their adult classes 
have also seen an increase, and they 
had to stop their clothe’s ministry 
because there was simply no room 
available. Their focus on the 
ministry and community service 
is why they see the need to expand 
to help more people. But how?

“One night God woke me up,” 
Jason remembered, “it was 3:00 
a.m., and I said to Him, ‘Lord, what 
do you want me to do?’ And I felt 
very stern in my spirit the Lord said, 
‘Pray and read.’” Jason stayed up 
praying and reading until 4:15 a.m. 
then the Lord spoke to him again, 
“Get your phone and start looking 
for property.” Jason continued, “As 
soon as I logged onto the internet, 
the very first property that came 
up was the Franklin Elementary 
School. It is 44,952 square feet, 
and it fits everything that we need.”

A myriad of miraculous events 
have occurred by the direction 
of the Lord, this being just one 
example. Jason called the realtor 
at 5:00 a.m., expecting to leave 
a voice mail, and he picked up. 

“No one had even talked about 
getting the property yet,” Jason 
relayed. “As soon as I talked 
to him, I told him to keep the 
building for us. We definitely 
want the building. One hundred 
percent on board with it. A couple 
hours later, someone called about 
the property. They wanted to put 
an offer in, but thankfully, God 
woke me up. And had I been an 
hour late, we wouldn’t have had 
the ability to get the building.”

The additional location would 
give them the much-needed 
space to provide housing for the 
homeless, expand their food pantry, 

create a youth center, expand their 
addiction program, and facilitate a 
larger area for church services. The 
youth center’s mission is to not 
only offer recreational programs 
but to serve a message of hope 
through Christ-driven ministry 
to curtail and reduce the rising 
suicide rates and drug use among 
the area’s younger generations.

“We want to be able to provide 
a free hot meal so someone will 
not go hungry,” Jason added. “We 
are not looking to give handouts, 
but help people put their hands 
up. Redeeming Grace Outreach 
Worship Center is a perfect place 
for imperfect people. And we want 
to help build God’s kingdom.” 

Currently, Pastor Jason, his Co-
Pastor, Joe Embleton, alongside 
many volunteers, ministry leaders, 
and supporters are working to 
raise the additional funds needed 
to get the school. They already 
have raised $30,000 with a goal 
of $449,000. That may seem to 
be a lofty ambition, but when put 
into perspective, if 17,500 people 
gave just twenty dollars, the cost 
of a meal, they would be fully 
funded. With a small donation, 
someone could make a world of 
difference in the mountains of 
West Virginia that would have 
an eternal Kingdom purpose.

To find out more or donate to the Redeeming Grace 
Outreach Worship Center, visit them online at: 

 WEB:  www.rgowc.com 
 FACEBOOK:  facebook.com/rgowc 
 GoFundMe: www.gofundme.com/f/a-new-location-to-accommodate-a-growing-ministry

https://www.rgowc.com
https://www.facebook.com/rgowc
https://www.gofundme.com/f/a-new-location-to-accommodate-a-growing-ministry
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REVEALING God’s Glory
By Al Tucker

“I’m so dizzy, my head is spinning” 
are the opening lyrics of a number 
one hit record back in the sixties. 
For quite some time before my triple 
bypass surgery and for a good six 
months into my recovery, “Dizzy,” 
the 1969 chart-topping hit, could 
easily have been my theme song 
as light-headedness and wooziness 
plagued me continually. Shortness 
of breath, swollen legs and feet 
from fluid retention, fatigue, 
various pains, and the like paled 
in comparison to the unsettling 
feeling of constant unsteadiness. 
As various symptoms started to 
wane, the “spinning effect” kept 
lingering until about two months 
ago. My cardiologist said it may last 
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for several more months or so and 
possibly could be something I’ll 
have to contend with for the rest 
of my life. I didn’t like the prospect 
of that scenario, so I turned it 
over to God. Prayer is an amazing 
thing, and God is so faithful. 

This past September, when we 
had a cool period for a few days, 
I started to do some work in my 
garden. My plan was–and is–to 
revamp my perennial beds to 
make them less labor-intensive. I 
did not know how much I could 
do at one time, so I took it slow 
and still do so. I’m happy to say I 
now can work two to three hours a 
day with little ill effect other than 
the stiffness that comes with old 

age. Yes, I do get tired, and I still 
require regular naps. But I have 
made significant strides forward. 
The best part of it occurred when 
I was just getting started those 
first couple of days in September 
when I noticed my dizziness had 
pretty much disappeared. I can’t 
begin to tell you what a fantastic 
blessing that was and is. I think I 
must have said “Thank you, Jesus” 
at least a hundred times those 
first couple of days. It is the most 
wonderful thing to get up out of 
a chair, step right out, and not 
have to stand there wondering if 
you need to grab onto something, 
which was a way of life for so long 
and had become second nature.

Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed.
Because His compassions fail not,They are NEW every morning, Great is Your faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:22-23 NKJV
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Since the night before my 
surgery, I have become a “praising 
God” machine. I now know why 
David was so prolific in praising 
God. When you realize and 
experience God’s love, forgiveness, 
and mercy, you feel compelled 
to extoll His greatness, His 
faithfulness, and His goodness.

Praise the Lord! I will praise the 
Lord with my whole heart, in the 
assembly of the upright and in 

the congregation. 
Psalm 111:1 NKJV

Like the Psalmist declared in 
the above verse, I recently stood 
in church to praise the Lord with 
my whole heart. I also said, it 
might sound strange, but I am 
actually glad I had to have triple 
bypass surgery. Without it, I 

would have never been blessed 
beyond anything I ever could have 
comprehended. How so, you say? 
In a previous testimony, I related 
how the night before my surgery, 
as I was praying, the Holy Spirit 
took me out on this mountain 
top looking out into eternity. As 
daylight turned to darkness, I 
saw a bright light surface on the 
horizon, and then it started lifting 
into the sky. The light turned into 
a massive star shaped like the Star 
of Bethlehem. As it rose, I noticed 
it started moving towards me. I 
remember not being scared as it 
came closer and closer towards me, 
and then suddenly, it washed right 
through me. I remember looking 
back at the sky, and it was filled 
with angels rejoicing. I thought, 
wow, angels from the realms of 

glory. As the scene faded and the 
sky darkened, I noticed a light off 
to the side, and I looked over, and 
in this bright window, I saw my 
dad and brother Bill looking at me 
with reassuring big smiles. With 
that, I opened my eyes and realized 
I had such a feeling of peace that 
I can only describe as the peace 
that passes all understanding. I 
knew with certainty that God 
was telling me my surgery would 
go well, I would get to go home 
to be with Liva, and that He 
has more work for me in store.

And my God will meet all your 
needs according to the riches 

of his glory in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:19 NKJV

Like Paul told the Philippians, 
throughout my recovery, God met 
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my every need. Triple bypass recuperation comes with 
more than enough difficult days, most of which I hope 
to never revisit. Yet, it is a joy as I look back and see how 
I knew that He was with me every morning waking up, 
no matter what lay ahead that day. You almost have to 
experience such peace and assurance to understand and 
appreciate it. I’m probably like most people when I think 
of God’s love; I tend to reflect upon the good things that 
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happen in my life. But I now know with certainty that 
He is there surrounding me with His love no matter what 
the circumstances. That realization has given me a spirit 
of thankfulness that now illuminates my walk with God 
every day. There is so much for which to be thankful, which 
leads me to say “Thank you, Jesus” several times a day.

As I have gotten older, my understanding of the 
brevity of life has gotten much clearer. As the scriptures 
say, we are like grass and flowers that flourish and then 
wither. James writes, “…you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes.” (James 4:14 
NIV) I now have a greater appreciation for the concept 
of time, how precious it is, and how quickly it goes. I 
have also learned that it’s not my time but God’s time, 
and He controls the clock. He answered my prayer to 
come back to Liva and continue serving Him if that 
was His will. I am grateful for the overtime extended to 
me. I don’t know how much more was added, but I do 
know I must use it wisely. Where am I going to find that 
wisdom? I believe it begins with God’s word and that I 
must always have a teachable heart. Billy Graham writes:

“We can know the will of God when we know the 
Word of God. You can’t follow Him without knowing 
Him. You can’t know Him without knowing His Word.” 

That sentence, you can’t know Him without knowing 
His Word is so profound. God expects you to trust Him 
and obey Him. How can you trust and obey if you 
don’t know His Word? I read my Bible every day to seek 
the guidance that will enable me to live the godly life 
He wants me to live. I couple that with prayer, other 
devotional readings, and interacting with godly people. I 
love my men’s group, Fellowship Fridays, where we focus 
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on understanding Scripture. The Psalmist writes, “Your 
word is a lamp to my feet, And a light to my path.” (Psalm 
103:115 NKJV) By studying His word, God helps me 
tend my lamp, which shapes and encourages me, giving 
me hope. I look at each day as an opportunity to grow 
spiritually and trust Him with every aspect of my life.

Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men…” 
(Matthew 5:16) I’ve learned that I can’t do that without 
tending to my lamp regularly. It’s a challenge for me. 
If you know the story of Mary and Martha (see Luke 
10:38-42), well, I am a lot like Martha as I am a doer and 
can get easily distracted, bogged down in some project. 
I’m starting to do better and am finding that taking more 
quiet time to spend in Jesus’ presence not only refreshes 
the peace of God in my heart (Colossians 3:15) but 
makes me better prepared to live for Him. And that is my 
ultimate goal, to “walk worthy of God who called you into 
His Kingdom and Glory.” (1 Thessalonians 2:12 NKJV)

Hopefully, you now understand that when I say, I praise 
God for triple bypass surgery. God used that life challenge 
as an opportunity to fill me with His peace along with a 
consuming passion for pleasing Christ. I find that pleasing 
God is not a burden but a joy. All one has to do is try to 
live each day for Him by knowing and obeying His word. 
I’ve learned that if you try, He will help you. He has me. 
I praise God for what He can do and for what He has 

done for me: “Now all glory to God, who is able, through 
his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish 
infinitely more than we might ask or think.” (Ephesians 
3:20 NLT) “Thank you, Jesus,” for blessing me this way.

I pray for blessings upon all of you for the Holidays 
and Christmas. I pray you will have not only a Merry 
Christmas but also a joyous one, which leads you to 
His path of righteousness. God sent Jesus to earth, so 
His Word would become flesh and that He would dwell 
among us. (John 1:14) His apostles saw His glory, full 
of grace and truth. Yes, the story of Mary, Joseph, the 
manger, shepherds, and wise men is wonderful. But, it is 
His miraculous birth, life, death, and resurrection that is 
wondrous. That’s where we come in. God did that for us, 
you, and me, so we could know Him and live with Him 
eternally. “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16 NKJV)  
If you do not know Him, I pray you will. I have never 
met anyone who regretted committing their life to Jesus.

Quoting Tiny Tim from  “A Christmas Carol,” 

“God bless us, everyone.”
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 But Christ is faithful as 
the Son over God’s house. 

And we are his house, if indeed 
we hold firmly to our confidence 
and the hope in which we glory

Hebrews 3:6 KJV

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year
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