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AN OX NAMED COACH DESIMONE
	 Henry	Adams	once	wrote	that	“A	teacher	affects	eternity;	but	he	never	
can	tell	where	his	influence	stops.”	No	doubt	every	PR	graduate	has	memories	
of	a	teacher	who	had	a	lasting	influence	on	his	or	her	life	to	one	degree	or	an-
other.	One	such	teacher	was	the	late	PRHS	Assistant	Football	Coach,	Angelo	De	
Simone,		who	was	truly	a	“gentle	giant.”	He	was	strong	and	powerful	–	like	an	
ox.	However,	off	of	the	football	field	Coach	De	Simone	taught	in	the	Fine	Arts	
Department	and	was	the	adviser	and	coach	to	the	Dramatics	Club.	

	 The	 connection	 between	 Coach	De	 Simone	 and	 an	 ox	 can	 be	 traced	
back	to	Greg	Mosley’74	and	his	wife,	Elena,	who	run	OPERATION	NEW	YORK,	
a	non-profit	organization	that	mentors	and	empowers	disadvantaged	youth	in	
the	Albany,	NY	area.	It	was	through	the	non-profit	network	SISTER	CITIES	INTER-
NATIONAL	that	Greg	and	Elena	became	aware	of	the	abject	poverty	in	the	East	
African	nation	of	Uganda	and	they	felt	compelled	to	help.	Through	the	efforts	
of		Greg	and	Elena	and	a	number	of	of	other	concerned	people,	a	library	was	
built	and	solar	 lighting	was	 installed	 in	the	remote	village	of	Pallisa.	Another	
way	to	help	was	to	fund	the	purchase	of	an	ox	so	that	the	mostly	women	and	
children	who	worked	in	the	fields	without	the	benefit	of	mechanical	equipment	
would	have	an	easier	job.
	It	is	important	to	understand	that	although	Greg	Mosley	was	a	baseball	player	at	PR,	he	was	a	close	friend	

of	 members	 of	 the	 champion	 football	 team.	 George	 Goia,	 Lou	 Rubio,	 Ron	 Ragucci,	 Ron	 Harris,	 Steve		
Schopter,	Steve	Ferraris,	Tony	Goffredo,	and	Gary	Barton	have	remained	“buddies”	ever	since	their	days	at	
PRHS.	When	they	heard	of	Greg	and	Elena’s	attempts	to	purchase	an	ox,	they	joined	together	and	raised	
over	$800	for	the	project.	Since	it	was	the	practice	to	name	the	donated	ox,	the	group	named	their	ox	in	
memory	of	Coach	Angelo	De	Simone	to	honor	his	legacy	as	a	teacher,	coach,	and	friend.	Congratulations	to	
all	involved	in	this	humanitarian	effort.		Coach	De	Simone	would	not	only	be	honored,	but	would	be	very	
proud	of	his	former	players.

Coach	DeSimone



President’s Message

To All Alumni 

  Here’s hoping that each of you and your  
  families are doing well.  The school year is  
  more than halfway completed and I’d like to  
  give you a brief update on some of the items  
  the Alumni Association would like to bring to  
  your attention.

June graduate Eric Benedetto has been working diligently with 
the school’s STEM teacher, Mike Spaventa, and Alumni As-
sociation Board member, Joe Crescenzi, in developing the 
Association’s website so that many of the tasks, such as our 
newsletters that are currently being professionally printed and 
then mailed, can be viewed on the website or emailed to our 
members.  Reducing the costs of the newsletter would en-
able this Board to increase the value and possibly the number 
of Alumni scholarships awarded each year or help Port Rich-
mond High School in areas of need. 

After a conversation Ed Mattei had with the Music teachers, 
he brought to the Board’s attention some of the needs of the 
Department.  A $1,500 donation was made for upgrade and/or 
repair for some of the instruments. 

We are looking into several ways of getting our most recent 
graduates to become more active with the Alumni Association.  
Carmen Cognetta has suggested that the next step should be 
to utilize the email addresses that the last four or five gradu-
ating classes have received from the school to reach out to 
these students to encourage them to get involved with our or-
ganization.

Our Fall Newsletter has always listed the names of the Alumni 
Association Scholarship winners.  After a conversation with 
alumnus Bob Soltys, sponsor of the Carl J. Jung scholarship, it 
seems appropriate to me that we consider listing other scholar-
ships sponsored by individual alumni in that same newsletter.
Let’s hope that every senior graduates and we raise enough 
money so that each of them gets a scholarship!

    Sincerely,
    John C. Woodman ‘62

Principal’s Message

Greetings to my fellow Minstrels and Raiders,

    I can’t believe it’s already February and my first  
    year as principal, of our great school, is already  
    half over and what an amazing five months it’s  
    been. We started the school year with over  
    100 students above projected register resulting  
    in increased federal, state and city funding  
    to the school.  With those funds we’ve been  
    outfitting our classrooms with the latest 
    technology including interactive flat panel 
smartboards, iPads, Chromebook carts, MacBooks, new musical 
instruments, new athletic equipment and graphing calculators for 
every student.  We also increased the number of staff and sup-
port services to ensure every student is given the resources and 
tools to be successful.  Our teachers and assistant principals have 
been engaged in numerous professional development activities to 
improve teaching and increase student achievement.  We are com-
mitted to increasing rigor in the classroom to ensure college and 
career readiness for all of our students.
On the non-academic side of things, our fall and winter athletic 
teams had great seasons with our boys’ varsity and junior varsity 
basketball teams having their best seasons in almost a decade. 
Gymnastics, volleyball and soccer also had impressive seasons, 
surpassing recent years. This November was our annual SING 
competition playing, as usual, to a full auditorium. This winter our 
students were engaged in a multitude of charities and fundraising 
for those less fortunate.  We celebrated various holidays and cul-
tures from tree lightings to food festivals to menorah lightings and 
Kwanza festivals.  Our band students are truly the hardest work mu-
sicians in New York City, playing at inaugurations, school events, 
restaurant strolls, churches, and winter concerts. Our culinary arts 
students continue to impress everyone, cooking for local events all 
over Staten Island while our newly created STEAM program contin-
ues to amaze me and anyone that visits. Thank you, again, to our 
generous alumni for their contributions to the program.  We hosted 
multiple dignitary visits from newly elected State Assemblyman 
Charles Fall to Congressman Max Rose who both fell in love with 
our students and programs. I encourage you to “Google” Good 
Morning Port Richmond to see the latest editions of our award 
winning, student produced, weekly television show that regularly 
highlights all the activities our students are involved in.
Lastly, I’d like to invite you to our spring musical performance of 
The Wiz running March 21st – March 23rd and to also join us for 
our 10th annual Hall of Fame ceremony on Saturday, April 13th. 
I look forward to seeing many of you at one of these two great 
spring events.
     Fondly,
     Andrew Greenfield  (Class of 1988)    
     Principal                       
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CONDOLENCES
The Board of Directors of the PRHS Alumni Association wish to express their sincerest condolences

to the families and friends of the following members of the PRHS family who have passed away:

May They Rest in Peace

SAMUEL AJAR ‘66
JURITTA BELLARAGIONE ‘62

FRANK BISKOROWAY ‘52
WALTER M. BONK ‘52

NINA GUARISCIO BORELLI ‘47
ROBERT W. BRAISTED ‘48

MARYANN WELSH BROWN ‘56
ROSEMARY SCALIA BULLEN ‘66

JOSEPH S. CARANNANTE ‘41
LILLIAN SHARPE CASTALDO ‘44

FLORENCE TEDESCO CERASOLI ‘47
JAMES A. COX ‘39

MARGERY TAVERNA CRIMOLI ‘56
MILDRED LAKE CROSBY ‘40

EDWARD D. DAHLBERG ‘47
THOMAS DEANGELIS, SR ‘46

BRIAN J. DECKER ‘69 
JEANETTE LAMBERT DELISA ‘37

CATHERINE DEPALMA ‘40
VINCENT ENTRIERI ‘66

LAWRENCE ERNEST ‘58
WILLIAM FLYNN ‘67

PHILLIP GALLAGHER ‘64
CONCETTE IOVINE GARBARINO ‘57

ELISE DEROCHE GRABE ‘47
RONALD E. GRABOWSKI ‘53

BARBARA GORDINI HOSIE ‘37
RACHEL ISAACS ‘87

ESTHER TURNHEIM KOLBJORNSEN ‘36
ELIZABETH KUHN ‘56

ETHEL SYVERTSEN LAFORGE ‘37
MARYALYCE KASEGRANDE LEVANDOWSKY ‘63

CAMILLE PETRIZZO LUCIANO ‘65
JOAN ZUBRYCKY LUGO ‘50

PETER MAROTTE ‘60
HELEN BOLEWICZ MELDE ‘44

VICTORIA KOVALSKY MORRIS ‘39
AMEDEO PARISI ‘49

DAVID PECORARO ‘51
WANDA  A. RAPP ‘46

ARTHUR SCOTT ROBITZEK ‘60
ANDREW ROMANO ‘65

CHARLES J. RONCKOVITZ ‘48
EMANUEL A, SACCENTE ‘44

GEORGE SAULO ‘55
ELENORE EVANS SAWYER ‘73

JEFFREY A. SMITH ‘75
CATHERINE M. STERNER ‘41
DRL DOMINICK SUPPO ‘52
THOMAS SYVERTSEN ‘35

BEN VIOLA ‘43
ROSE GROSSO VIOLA ‘41

WILLIAM VOLPE ‘44
RICHARD WEXLER ‘73   

ZENON JOHN WORONA ‘70
DAVID WYLLIE ‘53

GREG & ELENA MOSLEY        GARY            STEVE     NAT        JIMMY       RON
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1938 -  Robert Von Der Osten ‘38 grew up in the Port Richmond section of Staten Island. He attended Zion Lutheran Church, PS19R, 
and graduated from PRHS in 1938. After high school, Robert worked for Standard Oil of New Jersey and attended evening classes at New 
York University. Shortly after Pearl Harbor, Robert joined the US Navy and served aboard LST-388 (landing tank ship). Robert kept careful 
notes of his service during World War II and many years later these notes became the basis of his book, LST 388: A World War II Journal. 
Although he passed away at age 96 prior its completion, the memoir was finished by Robert’s daughter, Barbara. The book is published 
by Deeds Publishing in Athens, Georgia. We thank all of the men and women who served and are serving in the defense of our country.

1939 – Rita Zinicola Martin ‘39 writes, “ I think of Port Richmond with fondness and thankfulness. Happy 2019 to all!” Thank you, Rita, 
and our best to you. 

1944 -  Lena Percoco Fisher ‘44 is well and living in brick, NJ. She is the mother of three, grandmother of ten and great grandmother 
of 15. Her son Brian writes that his mother “often speaks about her high school days at PRHS and says that they were the best times of 
her younger life.”

1949 -  Not long after graduation, Bill Raun ‘49 found himself in the middle of a war being waged on the Korean Peninsula. Bill writes 
that he is grateful to have returned home “whole.” Bill also expressed the hope that “our country can avoid another more fatal Korean 
War.”  Let us all hope that our country never is involved in such a war. Thank you Bill for sharing your thoughts.

1961 -  Steven Zuntag was recently inducted into the Staten Island Sports Hall of Fame. Steve was the golf team’s captain in each of his 
four years at PRHS and was Coach Mildred Hanisch’s #1 player in each of those years. Steve eventually became an attorney, but never 
lost his enthusiasm for golfing. In a recent article that appeared in the Staten Island Advance, Steve was described as “... one of the most 
influential people in the history of Staten Island golf.”  He served as the long-time president of the SI Golf Association from 1973-2014 
and helped organize tournaments for men, junior boys and girls, and senior citizens. We certainly admire and congratulate Steve for all 
that he has achieved in what must be a very rewarding career.

1964 -  Bill Index has been honored by the Glen Ridge, NJ High School Athletic Association by having his name inscribed on the  
Wall of Fame at the school’s field house. Bill coached track and field there from 1981-2003. He had been named County Coach of the 
Year, and ALL AREA COACH twice. In addition, the NJ Interscholastic Athletic Assn. honored him for his contributions to student ath-
letes. Bill also was a Guidance Counselor at Glen Ridge for 36 years. Congratulations on a job well done, Bill! Also, the class is planning  
their 55th reunion for October 5, 2019 at the Staaten, if you have not received notification please contact Carmen Cognetta at  
Carmenjay@gmail.com

1969 -  A 50th Reunion celebration is in the works for the Class of 1969. The affair will be held on October 5, 2019 at the Hilton Garden 
Hotel in Staten Island. Additional information can be obtained by contacting Jackie Franzreb Martin at (914) 262 - 7098.

1974 -  The Class of 1974 will celebrate its 45th anniversary with a reunion to be held on October 12, 2019 at the Hilton Garden Hotel 
on Staten Island. The contact person is Mary Ann Sonnergren who can be reached at msonner@live.com.. 

2018 -  The Bros triplets came to PRHS from St. Adalbert’s Elementary School. After four wonderful years at PR, they have moved on to 
higher education. Alexandra, who was class valedictorian, is attending Rochester Institute of Technology; Lindsay is studying at Adelphi 
University; and Megan is enrolled at Marmount College in Manhattan. We wish these young women our best wishes for happiness and 
success.

2001 – The Class of 2001 is planning a reunion to be held on May 9, 2020 from 7 – 11pm at the STAATEN Restaurant on Staten Island. 
Schoolmates from the Class of 2000 and the Class 2002 cordially invited to attend the celebration. Interest parties should contact Monica 
Eustache ‘01 at PRHSRaiders@gmail.com or (347) 816-7725 for further information.

Class Notes

Lena Percoco ‘44 Robert Von Der Osten ‘38 Bros Family
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SERVICE WITH A SMILE!!

If	you	should	stop	in	and	have	a	bite	to	eat	at	Mike’s	Olympic	Diner	located	at	Forest	and	Port	Richmond	
Avenues,	you	will	most	likely	be	served	by	one	of	the	Port	Richmond	Alumni	who	work	there	part-time	while	
attending	college	classes.	They	are:	Nicole	Kastle	‘11	who	is	a	graduate	of	PS69R	and	IS72.	She	currently	
attends	the	Chambers	School	of	Nursing	in	New	Jersey	and	aspires	to	become	an	RN.		Danny	Galindo	‘17	
who	attended	PS22R	and	IS	51.	He	is	currently	attending	CSI	and	plans	to	join	the	NYFD	as	an	EMT.	Brandon	
Nielsen	‘17	who	also	attended	PS22R	and	IS51.	He	is	a	student	at	CSI	and	is	majoring	in	Physical	Education	
and	Psychology	with	the	goal	of	becoming	a	physical	therapist.	Armando	Ortega	‘18	is	a	product	of	PS22R	
and	IS51	as	well	and	has	yet	to	decide	on	a	major	as	he	takes	classes	at	CSI.	Thousands	of	Minstrels	and	
Raiders	have	worked	their	way	through	college,	business	schools,	and	vocational	training	institutes.	It	is	not	
easy	and	we	wish	these	young	alumni	our	best	and	would	like	them	to	know	that	it	will	be	well-worth	the	
effort.

RAIDER BASKETBALL IS BACK!

After	an	absence	of	several	seasons	from	the	playoffs,	this	year’s	Raider	Varsity	Basketball	team	made	both	the	
SIHSL	playoffs	and	the	NYC	PSAL	playoffs.	The	team	reached	the	quarter	finals	in	the	SIHSL	and		and	the	second	
round	of	the	PSAL	playoffs	before	being	eliminated.	The	teams	won	16	games	this	season	which	is	twice	what	
they	won	last	season.	The	PR	Junior	Varsity	Basketball	Team	also	had	a	winning	season.	Congratulations	to	the	
players	and	coaches	of	both	teams.

ITS A SMALL, SMALL PRHS WORLD!
Not	only	do	Alice	Rudiger	Viani	‘54	and	Gladys	Uldal	Thompson	‘45	both	live	in	Aston	Gardens	Sun	City	
Center,	Florida,	but	they	are	also	neighbors.	Imagine	what	a	surprise	it	was	to	both	Alice	and	Gladys	when	
they	discovered	that	not	only	were	they	both	former	Staten	Islanders,	but	in	fact	were	PRHS	graduates.	
We	wish	both	of	these	Floridians	good	health	and	lots	of	fun	in	the	sun.	
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YOUR ALUMNI  
DUES AT 
WORK:

 

 

 
 

Port Richmond High School  
Andrew Greenfield, Principal, I.A. 

                                                                                                                              

 

                                                                                                                                            www.portrichmondhs.org                                                                                               
 

 
85 St. Joseph’s Ave • Staten Island, New York 10302 • Phone: 718-420-2100 • Fax: 718-420-2140 

“The mission of Port Richmond High School is to provide all of our students with individualized challenges, 
opportunities, and resources to become lifelong learners and productive, responsible citizens” 

 
 

February 4, 2019 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I would like to express gratitude on behalf of the Port Richmond High School musicians 
and music teachers for the generous donation from the Alumni Association.  With the 
donation, our Music Department purchased professional mouthpieces, ligatures, reeds, 
and mutes for our students to use.  Individual students will use this equipment, then we 
will clean it and pass it onto our future musicians.  We expect the equipment to last for 
many generations of student musicians.  The use of professional level mouthpieces that 
we will use on our current professional level instruments greatly changes the overall 
sound of our ensembles.  The students were very excited to receive the new equipment 
and are already putting it to good use.  Our bands sound better already!   
 
Thank you for the donation and for always supporting the wonderful programs we have at 
Port Richmond High School. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Suzanne Woodman 
Assistant Principal 
 

 

 

 

ST. PATTY’S DAY
PARADE 2019
JROTC

PRHS MARCHING BAND
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New Lifetime Member
Our most recent lifetime Members are Gary J. Jensen, class of 1967 who currently lives in Idaho Falls, Idaho and Cynthia 
Brasdhaw Blum, class of 1972  who lives in Nottingham Maryland. Gary and Cynthia, we truly appreciate your support!

Dues Are Always In Order!!!
Thank you to all our members who have already sent in their 2018-2019 dues. We truly appreciate it! But we are running a 
little short of last years total. Soooo if you haven’t sent your dues in, Now is the time. Our membership year runs from July 
1- June 30. We use the dues money to provide six scholarships at graduation, fund our Hall of Fame event and buy items, 
not provided by the Department of Education. These items to enhance the educational experience at Port Richmond for our 
students. This year we helped fund the new STEM lab at Port Richmond, the first high school to have one on Staten Island. 
Fill out the form above and send it in. Please add your e-mail address so we can change as many alumni as possible to e-
mail rather than paper. This allows us to spend more of your dues money to benefit the school and students! If you wish to 
pay by credit card (via Pay Pal) go to www.portrichmondalumni.com and click on either of the donate buttons, fill out the 
information requested, enter your credit card number and it is done! Don’t forget to enter your class year in the box where 
you can add information and include your maiden name if applicable. If you have any questions about dues you can reach 
the treasurer at treasurerprhsalumni@gmail.com.

Robert Mathew’s Memorial Fund

If you have moved,
be sure to include
your new address
on membership form

FOR YOUR RECORDS

Amt. $ ___________________ 

Ck. # ___________________ 

Date ____________________ 

Port Richmond High School Alumni Association 
Membership Form 2018 -2019

General Membership ............ $15 per year 
Co-Sponsor ........................... $25 per year 
Sponsor .................................. $50 per year 

Patron .................................... $100 per year 
Business Sponsor ............................ $250. 
Benefactor ........ $500 one lifetime payment 

(Dues Are From July 2018 - June 2019)

PLEASE PRINT

NAME __________________________________________________________________ 

MAIDEN NAME ___________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL _____________________________________ YEAR OF GRADUATION _________ 

Renewal o   New Member o
Please enroll me as a: General o   Co-Sponsor o  Sponsor o   Patron o  Business Sponsor o  Benefactor o

Please make check/money payable to: Port Richmond High School Alumni Association and mail to:
CARMEN COGNETTA, TREASURER

70 SPRINGHILL AVENUE, STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK 10301 S-2019

As many of you may remember, after  Robert Mathew’s passing,we collected funds 
to provide a $2500.00 scholarship to a deserving senior each year for 5 years. At  
the 2019 graduation we will be awarding the 5th scholarship in Bob’s name. In  
collecting donations for the scholarships we exceeded our goal by $1100.00. The 
committee decided  to send out a request, to the alumni, to raise the additional  
$1400.00 needed to award one more scholarship in Bob’s  memory. If anyone  
wishes to contribute please mail your  contribution to the address on the dues  form 
above and mark it -Mathews Memorial. All contributors will be noted in a future 
newsletter.



PORT RICHMOND HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

JOHN WOODMAN ‘62 .............................................................. President 
JUDI ROGOFF SASNAUSKAS ‘66 ....................................... Vice President 
JOSEPH CRESCENZI  ‘83 ......................................... Recording Secretary 
EDMUND J. MATTEI ‘58 ................................................ Newsletter Editor 
CARMEN COGNETTA ‘64 .......................................................... Treasurer 
CHRISTINE TWAITE THORSEN ‘64 ............................................... Archivst 

Bill Drinnan ‘47  Steven Gordinia ‘16
Sophia Ling Donohue ‘88   Gary Lane ‘69  

Richard Bros  ‘79

PAST PRESIDENTS
GREGORY HALL ‘65 .............................................................. 1986 - 1988 
CARMEN J. COGNETTA JR. ‘64 ............................................... 1988 - 1990 
WILLIAM MCANDREWS ‘65 .................................................. 1990 - 1992 
CARMINE COLCA ‘53 ............................................................ 1992 - 1994 
ROBERT MATHEWS ‘48 ........................................................ 1994 - 2001 
BEVERLY WURTH NEUHAUS ‘62 ........................................... 2001 - 2005 
JOHN JANKOWSKI ‘79 ........................................................... 2006 - 2018 

Written correspondence maybe be mailed to:
Ed Mattei PRHS Alumni News
Port Richmond High School

Port Richmond High School
Alumni News
85 St. Joseph’s Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10302
www.portrichmondalumni.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR DUES TODAY

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
STATEN ISLAND, NY

PERMIT NO. 22

MEETING 
DATES

BEGIN AT 7:30 P.M.

April 10
May 8

June 12

Enter St. Joseph’s Aveue 
(New Addition)


