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Prez Says:
This issue comes to you somewhat late and shadowed
by bad news – one of our most active and well-liked
members has passed on from this world, Marian Hartill.
You can read much more inside this issue, including
where to make donations in her memory. I’m sure we
will all miss her very, very much. Our condolences go
out to her husband of 54 years, Don.
On a brighter note: Congratulations to Ray and Judy
Ricker, who have earned a 2017 JCNA North American
Concours trophy plate award. Their award will be
delivered and their accomplishment recognized at the
upcoming AGM in San Antonio. Their 1957 Old English
White XK 140, FHC, won its class with a tally of
99.98667 points. Ray has also contributed an article to
this issue. Check it out.
Our first event of the season, luncheon at the
Elderberry Pond restaurant, was a great success.
Thanks to Jeff and Linda Dafoe for planning this year’s
kickoff event. The weather was perfect and the drive to
the restaurant was a pleasant tour, in and of itself. The
menu was eclectic and I think everyone found
something to enjoy.
Looking forward to May and June, there are
many great events on the near horizon:

Director of Inter-Club Relationships _____Bill Licker
For more information about the club, its activities,
and how to join the fun, please contact :

. Saturday and Sunday, May 26th & 27th – Rolling
Antiques Classic Car Weekend, Norwich, NY

Michele Ball at michelerball@me.com
or go to our website: www.jagcny.com via Internet
Explorer.

. Saturday June 2nd – Sonnenberg Gardens and
Mansion, Canandaigua, NY – Vars & Nancy Smith will
coordinate this event.
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. Sunday June 10th – Slalom #1 JACNY, Dewitt, NY
. Sunday June 17th – Euro Car Show – MG Club of
Center New York, Lorenzo Park, Cazenovia, NY
. Sunday June 24th – Second Day Lunch Stop for the
History Channels Great Race, North East Classic Car
Museum in Norwich, NY
. Saturday June 30th – 1000 Island Concours
d'Elegance Classic Car Show at the Clayton Antique
Boat Museum. MG is the featured marque this year.
I hope to see you at these events. If there are any other
events that you know of that are not listed here and
would be of interest to our members, please notify
George Lapinsky.
Welcome to our new members: Ron & Christine Marson.
Cover photo of the late Marian Hartill by Don Hartill.
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Events for 2018
. Saturday, April 7th – Winter Luncheon at Gordon Biersch, Destiny Mall, Syracuse, NY at noon
. Saturday, May 5th – Spring Luncheon at Elderberry Pond, 3712 Center Street, Auburn, New York from
11:30AM until ?; hosted by Linda Dafoe
. Saturday and Sunday, May 26th & 27th – Rolling Antiques Classic Car Weekend, Norwich, NY
. Saturday June 2nd – Sonnenberg Gardens and Mansion, Canandaigua, NY – Vars & Nancy Smith will
coordinate this event.
. Sunday June 10th – Slalom #1 JACNY, Dewitt, NY
. Sunday June 17th – Euro Car Show – MG Club of Center New York, Lorenzo Park, Cazenovia, NY
. Sunday June 24th – Second Day Lunch Stop for the History Channels Great Race, North East
Classic Car Museum in Norwich, NY
. Saturday June 30th – 1000 Island Concours d'Elegance Classic Car Show at the Clayton Antique Boat
Museum. MG is the featured marque this year.
. Saturday July 14th or July 21st – Summer BBQ at the residence of Vars & Nancy Smith
. Friday to Sunday July 20th to 22nd – Syracuse Nationals at Syracuse Fairgrounds
. Sunday, July 29 - "Lakeside Jaguar Showcase“, Cayuga Lake State Park, Seneca Falls NY.
9:00 am field opens. Awards by 2:30 pm.
• TBD – UK Car Day sponsored by Greater Rochester Triumph Touring Club
. Friday to Sunday August 10th to 12th – Jaguar Association of New England (JANE) Car Show and
Concours, Sturbridge, Massachusetts
. Friday August 17th – Magic of Main, block party and “Cruise-In” Car Show, Homer, NY
. Saturday August 25th – Slalom #2 JACNY, Dewitt, NY
. TBD - “Jaguars of Saratoga”, Saratoga Automobile Museum, planned by the Capital Region Jaguar
Association
. Friday to Sunday Sept. 6th to 9th – Watkins Glen International – US Vintage Grand Prix. This year
Jaguar will be the featured marque
.
. Friday to Sunday Sept. 14th to 16th – “The British Invasion” Car Show and Gathering, Stowe, Vermont
. Saturday Sept. 15th – Annual Wine Tour (this year will include two breweries and two wineries)
Vars & Nancy Smith will organize the event.
. TBD - “Fall Dinner and Meeting” - hosted by Paul & Debbie Chappell
. Saturday October 6th – Strong National Museum of Play
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Good-bye Marian – you will be missed…
Marian Hartill, 73, of Ithaca, passed away peacefully at the Hospicare Residence on February
25, 2018 from complications associated with uterine cancer.
Marian was born two minutes after of her identical twin sister Mary on October 14, 1944 in
Pasadena, CA, to their parents, the late Jesse Lockhart and Annabelle Bowman Lockhart. They
joined their older brother Charles who passed away in November of 2014.
Marian met her husband to be, Don, at a “Never on Friday” Dance at the Disney Land Hotel in
Anaheim, CA fifty-two years ago and they were married four months later in Alhambra, CA on
July 30, 1966. They spent one and one half years in Geneva, Switzerland where she worked as a
secretary at the World Council of Churches and Don was a postdoctoral fellow at CERN, Conseil
Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire (European Council for Nuclear Research). They
moved to Ithaca in September of 1968 where Don had been appointed as Assistant Professor of
Physics at Cornell. In the spring of 1969 Marian was hired as the Administrative Aid to the Chair
of the Department of Entomology at Cornell. She retired from that position seven and one half
years ago and is fondly remembered by the students and the faculty of the Department of
Entomology.
They spent a year in Palo Alto, CA in 1975 and a year in Florence Italy in 1981-1982 and she
worked as a secretary in both places. In addition to many trips to the West Coast, she and her
husband have traveled extensively returning to Switzerland and Italy a number of times. In
November of 2013 they went on safari in the Kruger National Park and spent a week in Cape
Town, South Africa.
Marian is survived by her husband, Don, and her sister Mary Nahas. Mary has two children,
Caesar and his wife Barbara and their three children Connor, Patrick, and Trevor, and Fred and
his son Jonathan. Brother Charles is survived by his three children, Charles (Evette) Lockhart Jr.
Patti (Mike) Zeis, and Charlene (Jim) Bolta and their children Brieana and Jesse. The children
and their families of several close friends are also her “adopted” nieces and nephews, Paul
Wilkinson (Jeanne) and family, Paul Gregory (Donna) and family, Emma Gregory, Calvin
Thompson (Ionna) and family, and Adele O’Rourke. There are also a number of cousins on both
the Bowman and Lockhart sides of her family.
Marian was an active member of JACNY who will be fondly remembered. She and Don hosted
several luncheons for the club at the Ithaca Country Club, generously including an open bar for our
members. She was one of those people who immediately became your best friend, with an easy
smile and an open mind.
A funeral service was held at 1 pm on March 16, 2018 at the Cherokee Memorial Vineyard
Chapel followed by internment in Cherokee Memorial Park in Lodi, CA. A memorial service is
planned in Ithaca at the Country Club of Ithaca at 2 pm Sunday afternoon April 15.
The family would like to thank the Cayuga Medical Center and the physicians for the care that
they provided in a very difficult case and Hospicare of Ithaca.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be directed to the Jessica Emergency Fund that
was set up by Marian for the emergency care of small animals whose owners were unable to
pay immediately at the Companion Animal Hospital at Cornell. Please send checks payable to
Cornell University to the Jessica Emergency Fund, Cornell Veterinary College, Box 39, Ithaca, NY
14853. You may also call 607.253.3745.
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A XK140 Thirty-Nine Year Journey—from Junker to Gem
by Ramon Ricker
In March of 1979 I was perusing my recently delivered copy of Hemmings Motor News and in it
something caught my attention, an ad for a XK140. It was for a fixed head coupe in Camillus
New York. At that time I had a 1951 XK120 OTS that I had cosmetically restored myself. It was
still a work in progress, in primer and ready for paint, but it was pretty much at the level my
experience and talent could take it.
I loved the early XKs and I had a dream of eventually owning a 120, 140 and 150 in the
three different body styles—Open Two-Seater (OTS), Drop Head Coupe (DHC) and Fixed Head
Coupe (FHC). I was looking for another project car and here was a 140 FHC and it was in
nearby Camillus. (I have to add at this point in the story that my wife, Judy, was/is very much
into my classic car hobby and fully shares in my enthusiasm for it. We restored the wood for our
‘66 3.8s sedan on our kitchen table!) Back to the story. It just so happened that we were going
to Utica to celebrate Easter with Judy’s parents, and Camillus was right on the way, so we set
up an appointment to see the car. Maybe the stars were aligned.
It turned out the car was just off of Route 5 at the West Hill Golf Course and the owner of
the course, Jane Coyle, was the owner of the car. Of course, when I spoke to Mrs. Coyle over
the phone she painted a very positive picture of the Jag’s condition, but when we saw it in
person our fantasies of an easy doll-up quickly evaporated. The body appeared to be mostly
solid but it had been subjected to some very amateurish workmanship. The interior was a mess
with cloth seats and a falling down black headliner. The wood was delaminated. It was in sad
shape. I never got to drive it on the road because it would barely pull itself, so I drove one lap
around the golf course parking lot at about 5 miles an hour. I was ready to pass and not make
an offer when Mrs. Coyle’s son, who was showing me around said, “Oh, it comes with a parts
car.” Really? I wanted a project. Maybe there was something here.
The parts car was in a barn. It was totally taken apart and the body which had been
taken off the frame was cut into three pieces. It was more than rough, but I estimated it to be
about 80 percent there. I figured I could make a good car out of the two, and sell off the parts to
help pay for the restoration. Well, that’s possible in theory, but in reality the numbers never add
up that way. Anyway—long story short—we bought the cars for $5,000, probably paying too
much. But we had a project.
The “good” XK140 and the 1951 XK120 in 1979.
The XK140 parts car in 1979.

Restoring the car
Our first plan was to get it running and drive it for a while before getting into a restoration, but it
just had too many problems, so around 1981 I took it apart and had some work done on the
frame. The years passed and the 140 sat in our garage, completely taken apart, with other
projects crowding it out. I called it my “Jag in a Box”. Our XK120, three 3.8s sedans to make
one good one, a Mazda RX7, MGA, three daily driver Mercedes Benz diesels, 220D, 240D and
300D (the neighbors called the 220 “Old Smokey”) and a couple of BMWs all passed through
our lives getting in the way of the 140 until 2008 when we decided to have the car professionally
restored. We knew it would be expensive to do a body off the frame rotisserie restoration. I
heard somewhere that when totally disassembled (even the parts taken apart) a car of this
period has about 20,000 individual parts. And every one of them is checked, cleaned, repaired
and/or replaced. That takes time to do and as we are well aware, time is money. On the plus
side there were only 397 XK140 Fixed Heads that were fitted with an automatic transmission,
and it didn’t seem to me that many of them had survived.
Jaguar Association of Central New York
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Personally, I speculate that in the 50s and 60s lacking good, or for that matter any, rust
proofing these cars in the Northeast just rusted out and were simply discarded. And boy do
they rust! Again, on the positive side I had already taken the car apart, all the numbers
matched and we had an 80% complete parts car. On the minus side there were two things
against it. The car was not a OTS and it had an automatic transmission. We knew it was
going to be a big job, but nevertheless we decided to go for it.
We got a couple of restoration estimates and decided on Riter Automotive in Rochester
where the rolling chassis was done by Art Willenbrock. (I have to interject here that the
estimates we received were pretty much worthless. There are just too many unknowns that
don’t come to the fore until you are way down the road in the process.) Back to the story—
the body work, painting, interior upholstery, burl walnut and assembly of the car was done by
Craig Vandewalle restorations in Palmyra, NY. I didn’t actually turn any wrenches myself in
this project, but I was very involved scouting out and ordering parts and generally keeping
things going. We were into it but when the car was stripped to bare metal even more
problems were revealed. The rusted and rotted metal required us to replace the entire cabin
floor and trunk area. I won’t go into all of the restoration details here as it would require
pages and pages. So, fast forwarding seven years to 2015, the restoration was complete.
Judy and I began this project with the goal of having a “nice driver,” that quickly morphed to
“show driver.” As any restoration progresses certain junctions are reached where decisions
need to be made. Do you want to do it “this way” or “the right way.” We always chose the
latter and as a result we ended up with a great driving and looking car, but that also cost a
lot of money. So, we decided to see how the 140 would stack up in a show, and hopefully we
would earn some bragging rights that might eventually translate to a perceived higher value.
(Note: We have no intension of selling the car, since we have promised it to our daughter
and her husband when my keys are taken away.)
Showing the car
In the early ‘80s we had shown our XK120 in the Driven division at an Ontario Jaguar
Owners Association’s Concours in Toronto. We were the poor cousins at that show, but the
car owners were very friendly and we had a great time meeting and talking to folks with like
interests. In 2015 we decided to put our big toe in the water and take the 140 to Cazenovia
for the EuroCar show. There we met several JACNY members, and to our absolute surprise
we were named Best Jaguar and Best in Show. While there we got the low down on
shows in the area and several persons suggested the Hemmings Sports and Exotic show as
a good one. So, off to Saratoga we went in August where we won Best British Car and
Best in Show. We couldn’t believe it! Now we were beginning to think that maybe we really
had something here.
In addition to the awards at the show, the Hemmings staff was very impressed that we drove
there. One way for us from Rochester, NY is 230 miles. Anyway—they were very
complimentary, and they invited us to come to the Hemmings Concours d’Elegance in
September. Again, we drove and our winning ways continued where we won First Place
Post War European/Import. We were honored to win our class, but not only that
Hemmings asked if they could come to Rochester to do a story on us and the car. Of
course! “When will that be,” we asked. “How about in two weeks” was the answer. The result
was a cover story in the January 2016 issue of Sports and Exotic and a feature in the 2017
S&E calendar (December).
https://www.hemmings.com/search_content/?q=Ricker+XK140
Jaguar Association of Central New York
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All of these particular shows were essentially beauty pageants. The cars are judged on how
they are presented and look on the field and the owners are not required to verify the
originality of their vehicles, but JCNA Concours d’Elegence are different. We figured we
were ready for them. To paraphrase the JCNA Rule Book, “These Concours are promoted
by the JCNA along with Road Rallies, Slaloms, Tours and meetings with the purpose of
promoting interest in the Jaguar marque and assisting in the acquisition and preservation of
Jaguar automobiles.” In the case of Jaguar Concours they are “white glove” events with
each car put under a microscope and judged against a theoretical perfect, or 100-point car.
A premium, especially in the older cars, is placed on originality, and these owners do lots of
research to learn as much as they can about their automobile and make them as it came
from the factory. We went to Stratford, Ontario, Canada in August 2016 and entered the
Ontario Jaguar Owners Association’s Concours. We scored very well with a 99.94 and
received the Chairman’s Award. We also met a couple of persons there who had owned
140s, and many of our questions about originality were answered as a result of our
conversations. The engine bay, the engine itself and the tool kit can be particularly critical in
the judging.
In 2017 we went to four Concours—York, Pa; Chester Springs, Pa; Cleveland and Pittsburg.
For those who may be unfamiliar, the scores go into a data base and at the end of the
Concours year they are tallied and first, second and third place winners are determined. Our
scores were: 100, 99.99, 99.97 and 99.62. To qualify for a national award you must enter a
minimum of three shows. If you do more (as we did) only the top three scores are averaged,
so our score was 99.98667. That gave us first place in class C3—XK140s 1955-57 and the
North American Champion of our class. At each Concours we learned a little more, went
home and tweaked the car. We met some very nice people who really took us in and were
happy to share information. We also saw some of the same people at several events. Going
forward we‘ve been invited to the Greenwich Concors in June of this year. That’s a big one,
and we will be going to Watkins Glen in September. Jaguar is the featured marque this year
and we will be part of an 85 mile or so “One Hundred Jaguar Tour” of the Finger Lakes. That
should be fun.
So—what first started as a restoration project to make our car a good driver, by choosing to
do it “the right way,” it eventually turned into a great show car that we drive. And we couldn’t
be happier.

Above is Ray and Judy’s 1957 Jaguar XK140 SE in October 2017
Jaguar Association of Central New York
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SALE! Jaguar Water Pumps
Shop now and take advantage of our lowest prices of the
season! Compare our pumps to other reproductions on the
market. The differences are dramatic. Modern manufacturing
techniques and state-of-the-art internal components are used to
produce a quality part that will give years of trouble-free service.
Chose from E-Type, XK, Early Sedan, or Late-model V-8.

Save up to 30%
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Jaguar Association of Central New York Membership Application
We will print a membership roster in the Jan/Feb issue of the Kitty Letter. It will go to members only. If you do NOT want your
membership information listed, please check this box:

Name__________________________________ Spouse__________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State_______________ Zip _________________
Telephone (Day)__________________________(Evening)________________________________
Cell Phone_______________________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address _________________________

_ @ __________

Jaguars Owned:
Year ____________ Model ______________________ Special Features ____________________
Year ____________ Model ______________________ Special Features ____________________
Year ____________ Model ______________________ Special Features_____________________
Non-Jaguar Collector Cars: ________________________________________________________
Club membership is $ 50.00 per year, $30.00 for new members after July 1 for the balance of the year. Make
your check payable to JACNY, and send it with this application to: Michele Ball, PO Box 184, Cortland, NY
13045. Membership includes JCNA (national) dues and a subscription to the bimonthly Jaguar Journal.
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JACNY Regalia
Hats

25th Tee Shirts

Color: Tan or Green
Size: S/M or L/XL
Price: $20 (tax included)

Color: Black with silver and
White with green lettering
and silver Jaguar
Size:
S, M, L, XL, XXL
Price: $15
(tax included)

Polo Shirts
Color: Dark Green or White
Size: S, M, L, XL
Price: $25 (tax included)

Tee Shirts
Color: Dark Green or Natural
Size: S, M, L, XL
Price: $15 (tax included)

Also available: “Personalized Laminated Name Badge” and “Lanyard to hold the Badge” for only
$5.00. The lanyard is green with white lettering “Jaguar Association of Central New York” written along
it. Contact person to order the badge and lanyard is Fran Riter at franriter@rrbwinc.com

Quantity

Description

Color

Size

Price Each

Shipping

Total

$5.00

Name
Total

Address
City

State

Zip

Phone Number

How to order
Fill out order form completely.
Include check for the full amount made payable to JACNY.
Mail to: Jeff Dafoe
3549 Lakeside Road
Syracuse, NY 13209
Jaguar Association of Central New York
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George Lapinsky
196 Gulf Bridge Rd.,
West Monroe, NY 13167
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