Welcome
Welcome to the Universal Film Festival, one of the largest film festivals in the Midwest, and recently
named one of the “Top 100” film festivals in the country. We strive to be an annual entertainment event
that celebrates the art of independent film, attracting filmmakers and filmgoers from all walks of life,
both nationally and internationally, in all categories and genres. Our festival provides filmmakers with
excellent opportunities for networking and promotion of their work and talent through the magic of film!

2018 Schedule of Events
September 28–30, 2018
All films showing at Alamo Drafthouse Cinema
Thank you for joining us in the heart of downtown Kansas City, Missouri!
Friday, September 28, 2018

Saturday, September 29, 2018

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM:
Opening Night Registration
Red Carpet Photo Op
Meet & Greet
Cash Bar
Welcome by Troy Schulte,
City Manager of Kansas City
Screening of Selected Trailers & Films
Q & A with Selected Filmmakers

4:00 PM – 10:00 PM: Film Screenings

Sunday, September 30, 2018
2:00 PM – 6:45 PM: Film Screenings
6:45 PM – 7:45 PM: Awards Ceremony

1400 Main St, Kansas City, MO 64105
Tickets can be purchased at the door, or online at:
www.universalfilmfestival.com
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2018 Screening Schedule
Friday, September 28, 2018 - Theatre #2
6:45 PM - Unremarkable (Romance)
7:10 PM - Belle-Île-en-Mer, a Breton and Acadian Island (Documentary)

Saturday, Sept. 29 - Theatre #2
3:45 PM 4:00 PM 4:30 PM 4:45 PM 5:00 PM 5:50 PM 6:10 PM 6:40 PM 7:10 PM 7:35 PM 9:05 PM 9:35 PM 9:55 PM -

OPENS - Get seated, order food & drinks
Fear (Drama)
When We Listen (Drama)
Diamond Dayze (Action/Crime/Drama)
Cape Espichel (Documentary)
INTERMISSION
Greene (Drama)
Fugazi (Science Fiction)
Who’s Afraid of The Big Black Wolf (Drama)
She, The Sergeant Matacho (Drama)
Low White Sky (Documentary)
Accused (Drama)
ENDS

Sunday, Sept. 30 - Theatre #2
1:45 PM 2:00 PM 2:20 PM 2:35 PM 2:55 PM 3:20 PM 3:45 PM 4:25 PM 5:10 PM 5:30 PM 6:20 PM 6:45 PM 6:45 PM -

OPENS - Get seated, order food & drinks
Yumna (Drama)
Death of Cupid (Drama)
Stick-Up (Drama)
Parker & Angel (Drama)
Shattered Pitch (Drama)
Pale Blue Light (TV Pilot/Comedy/Crime)
Kids Share Zambia (Documentary)
22 Years (Drama)
Underwater Wilderness: Sudan (Doc.)
Nada (Drama/Romance)
ENDS
CLOSING CEREMONY BEGINS

Saturday, Sept. 29 - Theatre #6
3:45 PM 4:00 PM 5:15 PM 5:35 PM 5:45 PM 7:10 PM 7:25 PM 7:40 PM 7:55 PM 8:15 PM 8:30 PM 8:45 PM 9:00 PM 9:15 PM 9:30 PM 9:50 PM -

OPENS - Get seated, order food & drinks
Release From Heaven (Animated)
Island of Youth - Island of Change (Doc.)
INTERMISSION
Urban Stories (Drama)
INTERMISSION
Emancipation (Drama)
Miedo en la Piel / Fear on the Skin (Drama)
Lost Piece (Drama)
One Night (Drama/Romance)
Into Me See (Drama/Romance)
Spent (Drama)
Are You Volleyball?! (Drama)
FANTASSÚT / Rain on the borders (Doc.)
A Girl and Her Gun (Drama)
ENDS

Sunday, Sept. 30 - Theatre #6
1:45 PM 2:00 PM 3:00 PM 4:20 PM 4:45 PM 5:40 PM 6:05 PM 6:30 PM 6:40 PM -

OPENS - Get seated, order food & drinks
Do Women Have a Higher Sex Drive? (Doc.)
Poor Greg Drowning (Comedy/Romance)
Invisible Wounds (Documentary)
Nymphadelle (Adventure)
Yochi (Drama)
Crickets (Drama)
Jeremy (Drama)
ENDS, Make your way to Theatre #2

Enjoy the Magic of Independent Film!

Congratulations to our Nominees! 43 Selections from 18 Countries across the Globe
Films playing from: Belgium, Belize, Canada, Colombia, Egypt, France, Hungary, Iran, Ireland, Israel,
Jordan, Mexico, Netherlands, Portugal, Serbia, Slovenia, United Kingdom, and the United States
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2018 Festival Synopsis
Selected Films

until a deaf-mute child becomes a catalyst for better
communication between two groups.

22 Years: A Story by Dawn Noel

Belle-Île-en-Mer, a Breton and Acadian Island

Drama; Fred Thomas Jr., USA
00:16:00
After twenty-two years, Avi receives a call she
never expected. Independent, well-loved by her friends,
and making her way through a man’s world, Avi must
now face a choice: rekindle the relationship with her
father or close the door and move on forever.

A Girl and Her Gun

Drama; Paul Holbrook and Sam Dawe, United Kingdom
00:18:00
A tormented and neglected twelve-year-old
finds solace watching her favourite films: violent western
movies. When she finds a Colt Revolver in her late father’s
loft, she decides to stand up to her tormentors – just like
her gun-slinging heroes.

Accused

Drama; Darya Nazari and Mehdi Sheikhvand, Iran
00:19:00
A young woman takes a taxi at night to go
home, but she is kidnapped by three men. After they
rape her, she now has to deal with encountering her
community. Who will they think is guilty?

Are You Volleyball?!

Drama; Mohammad Bakhshi, Iran
00:15:00
A group of Arabic-speaking asylum seekers
arrive to an English-speaking country border and can’t
keep going. They conflict with border soldiers every day

Documentary; Phil Comeau, Canada
00:26:00
In the form of a poetic declaration of love to the
Acadians of Belle-Île-en-Mer in France, the film celebrates
the 250th anniversary of the arrival of their deported ancestors from Canada. On this island in the Britanny region
of France, we discover their descendants, a proud People
who have succeeded in keeping their culture alive some
5000 km away from their ‘homeland’.

Cape Espichel - On Lands of a Lost World

Documentary; Carlos Sargedas, Portugal
00:49:00
A journey through time and history of one of
the most important religious sites in the time of the
Portuguese monarchy, now almost left abandoned by
the Republicans. Sixteen experts talk about all aspects of
the land, from millions of years ago, to the present day.
Over 35 years of photography came to make all the difference in Sargedas’s new adventure as a director. After
small promotional tourism videos, this is actually his first
major project as a director and film producer.

Crickets

Drama; Tzlil Ziso, Israel
00:25:00
Romi is a young adult who emotionally deteriorates following the divorce of her parents which leads her
to respond by embarking on a hunger strike.

Death of Cupid

Drama; Aza Declercq, Belgium
00:15:00
LA MUERTE DE CUPIDO (Death of Cupid) is a
dark mysterious love story about the freakishly abusive
relationship between Gabriella and Leon. Expect verbal
attack “sans merci” and a kind of longing love that most
people would call insane.

Fear

Action/Crime/Drama; Alexandra Adomaitis, USA
00:15:00
A young woman with a dangerous past is forced
to face an old foe when she discovers that a precious
item has been stolen.

Drama; Dejan Babosek, Slovenia
00:30:00
Christian, a 17-year-old high school student from
a middle-class background, begins to develop a hatred of
foreigners after being involved in a fight with immigrants.
He starts to identify with right-wing propaganda and
Neo-Nazi organizations, causing a dispute in his rather
liberal family. He’s now spending his free time with other
skinheads, hanging out in tattoo shops and going to concerts in Nazi night clubs. One night, while on one of their
routine graffiti expeditions, they assault a foreigner and
his wife. The foreigner falls into a coma. The incident has
an enormous effect on Christian and his family, shattering his views and changing his life forever.

Do Women Have a Higher Sex Drive?

Fugazi

Diamond Dayze

Documentary; Jan-Willem Breure and Anouk Pluijm,
Netherlands
01:00:56
For years men have underestimated women. For
years men have thought they were smarter than women,
but now women outnumber men in colleges. For years
men have thought that women should not work; now
women are the majority of the American workforce. For
years men have thought that women could not lead; now
women are the majority of the American managers. For
years men have thought women could not fight. But now
women fight alongside men in military. For years men
have thought women had a lower sex drive? Can men be
proven wrong again?

Science Fiction; Laurent Michelet, Belgium
00:28:43
2039: Adele has been working for more than
three years on ORBIT DEFENCE, a space station in charge
of Earth’s security using drone pilots. Today is her last routine mission, before she returns home to meet her family,
especially her daughter. That’s without taking Murphy’s
Law into account…

The film explores the the scientific, historical, biological and social aspects behind the female sex drive and
female gaze.

Emancipation

Drama; Behzad Khodaveici, Iran
00:14:55
Based on a true story, this is a film written by
Solmaz Etemadzadeh reflecting on the life of a girl in her
country.

FANTASSÚT
Rain on the borders

Documentary; Federica Foglia, Canada
00:15:56
11,000 refugees have been stranded for months
in the Idomeni refugee camp on the Greek/Macedonian
border. This short documentary is a glimpse of their
lives in a forgotten twilight zone, as they wait for the
European borders to open. The majority of the refugees
had a wonderful life that suddenly turned into a living
hell. We should feel much more than empathy at this
lack of basic human rights; we should feel outrage.
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Greene

Drama; Keenan Dailey, USA
00:31:56
Greene is a student-lead, no-budget, psychological drama that tells the story of gallery owner Marcus
Greene who is struggling to find peace with the fractured
remnants of his life. Despite the efforts of his brotherin-law and largely due to Marcus’s depressive state, his
gallery has begun to fail and is slipping into obscurity.
This film is a post-black film featuring an all black cast.
Created by a graphic design student at the University of
Illinois, this film is one that seeks to analyze love, loss,
depression, mental deterioration, and spirituality.

Into Me See

Drama/Romance; Yolanda Barker, United Kingdom
00:15:05
An introverted film editor working on a documentary about intimacy becomes involved in an unusual
love triangle with her colleagues.

Invisible Wounds

Documentary; Amol Pavangadkar, USA
00:27:34
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in veterans has
been a long-standing societal issue. With the increasing
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diagnosis of PTSD in returning veterans, the community
must be made aware of the common symptoms and
the mental state of these heroes. Through interviews,
reenactments and conversations, this documentary is
the starting point of these discussions within the community.

Island of Youth - Island of Change

Documentary; Ziggy Livnat, USA
00:17:30
A dazzling look into the beautiful underwater
world and barely explored coral reef in the most remote
part of Cuba.
The film takes place in Cocodrilo, an isolated fishing
village on the Island of Youth, where locals struggle to
survive and protect their relatively unknown reef.
Three-hundred determined villagers, that face significant
global challenges, are trying to transition to sustainable
livelihoods and ecotourism.
Join award-winning underwater filmmaker Ziggy Livnat
as he speaks with villagers and conservation experts
about how the community and marine life can survive.
Livnat shares with us extraordinary footage from his
dives in this remarkable and secluded jewel of the
Caribbean.

Jeremy

Drama; Enrique Rico Diaz, USA
00:09:10
A battle-scarred Marine Sergeant struggles to
balance his devotion to his daughter and his commitment to his military combat service.

Kids Share Zambia

Lost Piece

Drama; Malik Maliki, USA
00:16:00
This is a meditative journey about the meaning
of life, in which man and woman look beyond eternity
and perfection. How far can they reach to achieve that
endeavor?

Documentary; Kristina Applegate, USA
00:44:31
KIDS SHARE WORKSHOPS embarks on another
exciting adventure on the outskirts of Lusaka, Zambia, in
the rural village community of Chongwe. The documentary shows children going to school at the Bimbe Primary
School, a public school funded by the support of nonprofit organizations, such as USAID and World Vision.

Low White Sky

We also visited the Lower Zambezi, filming children, their
tribal communities, wildlife and river life. We worked
with young women in the Home of Hope, a safe house
for young women. We did not show their faces or use
their real names. We also filmed church choirs and very
talented street acrobats. Zambia life and its people are
truly beautiful and we hope this film shares the love and
spirit of this country!

Miedo en la Piel (Fear on the Skin)

Documentary; Magdalena Reilly and Joseph Reilly, USA
00:33:02
Low White Sky is an exploration of alternatives to
our current agricultural systems. The film focuses on vertical farming, permaculture and urban gardening while
featuring interviews with Dr. Dickson Despommier and
Tao Wimbush.

Drama; Diana Salgado, Mexico
00:17:24
Mariana has been writing a poem for entire days,
evoking odors, flavors and memories. She begins to fear
something in her skin, giving her a clue of the distress
that will be growing. Two unexpected events will lead her
to witness the tragic and cruel story which she lived and
forgot along the way.

9

Nada

Drama/Romance; Adel Ahmed Yehia, Egypt
00:25:06
An intertwined story examines the complexities of the one emotion that connects us all as human
– Love. Among the characters explored, and based on a
true story, are Nada (Mai el Gheity), a beautiful, deaf ballerina who loves life and has the passion to dance, and
Omar (Amir), a blind piano player, equally as pasionate
about his craft. Will their disabilities be a huge barrier of
communication or they will find a way to connect and
express their feelings for one other?

Nymphadelle

Adventure; Quentin de Jubécourt, France
00:55:00
A long time ago, in a medieval world, Aegeus,
son of Lord Theron, is forced to hide in the forest after
the murder of his parents for political reasons. He meets
there a young woman, Asteria, who decides to follow him
on his journey.

One Night

Drama/Romance; Nadia Van de Ven, France
00:14:59
Sometimes when you let go, everything falls into
place. This short film is about a beautiful and unexpected
encounter. He offers her a walk to ease her mind, and
they end up helping each other let go. In the most beautiful setting – Paris – the magic happens. Miracles are
everywhere – you just have to explore.

Pale Blue Light

TV Pilot/Comedy/Crime/Drama; Eddy Duran, USA
00:42:00
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Pale Blue Light is an American television series
about two brothers trying to navigate their way in the
world of the entertainment business. They’ve inherited
their father’s declining record label, but instead of cashing in, they decide to resurrect the label and re-brand it,
which leads to unprecedented results.

Parker & Angel

Drama; Ty Whittington, USA
00:24:28
A lonesome teen girl befriends a homeless
woman who reluctantly becomes her vocal coach.

Poor Greg Drowning

Comedy/Romance; Jeffrey Scott Collins, USA
01:18:00
Poor Greg Drowning is a grounded R-rated comedy with genuine heart and romance.
Greg is a love addict whose girlfriend left him for their
couples therapist. Depressed, heartbroken, and unemployed, Greg must find a roommate to help pay rent.
But Greg scares all potential roommates away, except
for a girl named Peyton who moves in and whom Greg
falls madly in love with.

Release from Heaven

Animated; Ali Noori Oskouei, Iran
01:16:00
In a war-torn country, a female writer and
teacher has to accompany two of her students on a life
changing journey.

Shattered Pitch

Drama; Rafael Soto, USA
00:22:50
A small-town Texas girl with nothing to lose
takes a leap of faith and moves to Los Angeles to pursue
her dream of becoming a star. As chance would have it,
she meets Sammy, a music producer who can help skyrocket her career, but will Sammy’s controlling ways and
Bailee’s new found escape in the world of drugs drive her
down the Boulevard of Broken Dreams instead?

She, The Sergeant Matacho

Drama; William Gonzalez, Colombia
01:33:00
1948. Colombian government kills several
peasants who sympathize with anti-government forces.
Rosalba witnesses the slaughter of her husband and
traumatized, becomes an instrument of revenge and
murder. For a decade, she pursues her husband’s killers
including policeman and civilians. Anti-government
guerrilla leaders convince her to join their armed forces
and Rosalba becomes known for her courage.

Spent

Drama; Claire Byrne, Ireland
00:14:59
Claire Hurst’s son has been missing for a year.
Exhausted by grief, Claire lives each day as if her son were
there. But with each day passing, support grows quieter
and articles disappear from the media. Claire begins to

realize that the love she has for her son might not be
enough to bring him home. Claire takes solace in Tony,
a private investigator working on her son’s case. As time
passes, even Tony must deliver news that shatters Claire’s
world. Spent tells the tragic story of a woman living in a
perpetual state of grief and a mother’s refusal to give up
on her child.

Stick-Up

Drama; Eric Scott Williamson, USA
00:19:08
Two teens’ plan to get rid of an abusive stepfather takes a life-changing turn for the worse.

Underwater Wilderness: Sudan

Documentary; Balazs Lerner and Zsolt Sásdi, Hungary
00:50:00
Two dedicated divers, cameraman Zsolt Sásdi
and nature photographer Dániel Selmeczi decided
to visit one of the richest marine habitats on Earth:
the coral reefs of the Western Red Sea Coast. On their
journey, they come across abandoned shipwrecks and
sharp-toothed sharks. At the favourite dive sites of
the pioneers of diving, Hans Hass and Jacques-Yves
Cousteau, they visit the most beautiful reefs of the Red
Sea, and experience firsthand the infinite variety of the
underwater wilderness.

Yochi

Drama; Ilana Lapid, Belize
00:24:45
Yochi, a 9-year-old selectively mute Mayan boy,
guards a nest of endangered parrots in Belize’s pine
savannah. When his older brother, Itza, returns from
the city, Yochi learns that he’s in debt and has turned to
poaching – setting the brothers on a collision course.

Yumna

Drama; Sandra Kawar, Jordan
00:23:08
Based on a true story – the story of Yumna,
a Syrian girl, who suffered from the war and fled to a
refugee camp in Jordan, where we witness her struggles.

Unremarkable

Romance; Sam Seccombe, United Kingdom
00:16:52
The unremarkable truth of a girl, a boy, and her
addiction to him.

Urban Stories

Drama; Carla Forte and Vicente Forte, USA
01:21:00
A contemporary dramatic feature film that follows several immigrants of different nationalities as they
adapt to life in Miami. The stories unfold through stylistic
camera work that interrelates the eight vignettes, pushing the boundaries of independent cinema.

When We Listen

Drama; Amr Moustafa, Canada
00:14:54
Sometimes all we need to make us move
forward in our lives and handle our own pain is for
someone to listen to us. Amal is a Syrian refugee who
needs someone to listen to her pain, to make her move
forward in her life. She seeks refuge in Canada, hoping
for safety, hoping for a chance to live again, and hoping
to find a place that she can once again call home.

Who’s Afraid of the Big Black Wolf?

Drama; Janez Lapajne, Slovenia
00:25:04
1944. Somewhere in occupied Central Europe.
A multicultural triangle between a shepherd boy and
two officers from opposing sides creates a sensual and
emotional story.
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The Law Firm of Shouse & Raithel, p.c.
Thomas Raithel, Attorney at Law
4218 Roanoke Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64111
816-531-7775

www.XSLIGHTING.com
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Universal Film Festival
Physical Headquarters:
1626 Broadway St, Kansas City, MO 64108

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 412222, Kansas City, MO 64141
info@universalfilmfestival.com
www.universalfilmfestival.com

“Our purpose with this festival is to increase the filmmakers’ audience, and for the filmgoers enjoyment.
I want the audience to laugh, cry, feel good,
become connected and inspired. I want them to
take away something and apply it in their own lives. ”
~ Ben Bahmani, Universal Film Festival Founder and CEO

Ben Bahmani

“Movies motivate people to grow, to make changes
in their personal lives, and they help us to see that
we’re really not alone. Movies have this amazing
ability to connect us as one global family. Even
though we may come from different parts of the
world, and have different cultures, movies help us
realize that we’re really all the same, with the same

Regina Johnson

basic needs, goals and dreams in life. The best
movies can help break down barriers. They can shed
light and understanding on what we can do to be
better people and contribute to the human race.”
~ Regina Johnson, Universal Film Festival Executive Producer

Let’s push the Missouri Legislation to reinstate
incentives for film production in 2018!

#MISSOURIPOSSIBLE
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www.1919vp.com

816.474.9988

2018 Board Members
Ben Bahmani
Founder and CEO
Regina Johnson
Executive Producer
Amy Baker
Executive Marketing Director
Stephen Bahmani
Assistant Director
Katrina Dawn
Social Events Coordinator
Amanda Hadley
Social Media Communications
Jenny Maddox
Visual Communications
Karen Yokley
Information Technology
Lawrance Babu
Information Technology

A Special Thanks to our Marketing Partners
1919 Visual Productions, LLC
AAA Siding & Remodeling, LLC
Accent Video
Advanced Aesthetics
Aestheti.care
American Artist Agency
Bio Balance Health
Care Plant
Channel 41 Action News
Crossroads Media Group
Eli’s Photography Studio
Hemp Victory Garden
Jenny Design
Kansas City Transportation Group
KC Global Chauffeured Services
Quality Litho
Results Chiropractic, Dr. Stephen Price
Stage Port KC
Taishi Studios
The Law Firm of Shouse & Raithel, P.C.
The Pitch
The Red Door Group - Reece & Nichols
Thinking Bigger Business Media Inc.
XS Lighting, Sound and Visualization

info@1919vp.com
aaasidingremodeling.com
accentvideo.us
opmedspa.com
greatskinkc.com
americanartistagency.com
biobalancehealth.com
careplant.com
kshb.com
kccrossroads.org
elisphotography.com
hempvictorygarden.com
jennydesign1.wixsite.com/website
kansascitytransportationgroup.com
kcgloballlc.com
qualitylitho@kc.rr.com
resultschiropractic.com
stageportkc.com
taishistudios.com
Thomas Raithel, 816-531-7775
thepitchkc.com
reddoorkc.com
ithinkbigger.com
xslighting.com
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