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What inspired you to enter into this particular field of Science? 
I was directed by Elders to enroll in a Masters program which focuses on Indigenous Knowledge
and practice to inform sustainability, social innovation and decolonization theories.  The Elders I
work with saw the importance of this education as a way to help the non-Indigenous people and
academics learn about Indigenous views, knowledge systems and practice as it concerns our
environment.  The vision of those Elders is Anishinaabe Maamwi Aki Kiigayewin (all people
coming together to help the earth).  By engaging in a western system of education my hope is to
be able to help translate our Indigenous worldviews and practice in order for all people to co-
exist in balance with creation. 

Who was your mentor or inspiration? 
For the past 25 years, I have
had the opportunity to learn
from several Elders from
across what is now known as
Canada.  I honour and
acknowledge their support in
my life and educational
journey.  By learning alongside
these Elders and being
engaged in our original
knowledge and life ways, I try
to the best of my ability to live
this out in everything I do. 

Consultant  

Bachelor of Arts, Masters Environmental
Resource Studies (current) 



How do you think Indigenous Knowledge can help to advance
Science and Technology? 
Our Indigenous Knowledge worked for millennia, the
way we engaged with our environment. Until recently,
we had no issues with sustainability. Sometimes the
way forward is to look back. How we interact, behave,
and how we conduct ourselves with our environment. 
Our way of understanding Science included the
unseen things. We never excluded the spirit as
something that contributes to Science which means 

How do you incorporate Indigenous Knowledge in the work you do? 

 understand and value Indigenous Knowledge.  Our knowledge systems have been excluded
devalued and misunderstand since the beginning of colonization.  Now, people are turning to us
for our environmental knowledge for solutions to climate change and sustainability. 
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we also don't operate purely from a physical level.  Our practices include engaging with
creation through what some would call ceremony - which is about renewing and remembering
that constant relationship we are in with creation. It's about respecting, protecting, and
preserving the sources of life and not viewing our environment as a commodity.  Today,
respecting creation has been put last and so our priorities are out of order.  We have put
ourselves on top and placed our life as having more value than anything else.  Until we find a
way to come back in balance, our grandchildren will continue to suffer.

Science for us is embedded in what we do every day.
 We live our science.  We do not have to take it apart to
understand it. It is in everything that I do. I use our way
of understanding our world and creation.  I try to keep
the way we transmit knowledge which is through direct
engagement with creation on the land as well in our
ways of oration.  Using creation as the ultimate teacher. 
I always do the practices that the Elders have taught me
when educating.  Always using guiding principles that
remind us that what we do today, is so our grandchildren
can have the things necessary for life - meaning clean
water and a clean environment. I work primarily in the
education system by helping educators and students  


