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What inspired you to enter into this particular field of Science? 
I was raised in it.  A part of our responsibility as Indigenous Peoples is to care of our
environment. It is part of who I am, as the people of the land and people of the sea.  I was also
inspired by my Science teacher, Mei Winitana, when I was in secondary school.  She taught
Science using a practical approach as opposed to a book.  When talking about chemical dyes
for example, we would look at the traditional dyes as well and draw comparisons.  We were
constantly learning Science through exploration. 

Who was your mentor or inspiration? 
Elders Aroha Huaki and Huirangi
Tahana.  In particular, one of my
greatest inspirational teachers was
Bill Tawhai, my principal while I was in
school.  He was also my mentor when
I was becoming a teacher.  He
ensured that we retained our
language, our histories, our traditions,
our genealogy and showed us how we
could contextualize this within a
modern day perspective. 



How do you think Indigenous Knowledge can help to advance
Science and Technology? 

 For example, the white men thought that the
world was flat, meanwhile our people were
navigating the seas for thousands of years.
Yet the Europeans were credited for
discovering that the world was in fact round.
In our language we call it Kaitiakitanga, which
means guardianship. By upholding the
traditions of our people, we wouldn’t be faced
with the current conditions of global warming 

When people actually realize that our people have been discredited and that the white,
European people have been taking credit for many so-called discoveries.   

How do you incorporate Indigenous Knowledge in the work you do? 
It is a part of what I do every day.  At the same time, I also integrate Western technologies in
order to enhance our traditional practices.  It becomes a blending and taking the best of
both worlds.   
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and climate change that we are faced with today. We need to revitalize those ways in order to
restore balance in our ecosystems. 
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