
People were asking: 

 

What is the legacy of the Izzy dolls?  

A legacy of comfort, caring and love continues as strong today as it was 20 years ago when the “Izzy 

Dolls” began to be distributed to children who had been caught up in areas of conflict in different parts 

of the world. 

Carol Isfeld began knitting dolls like this for her son, Master Corporal Mark “Izzy” Isfeld, to hand out to 

children while he was serving as a peacekeeper in the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) in 

Croatia. He was killed by a landmine explosion on that mission on 21 June 1994. 

After his death, Carol Isfeld and her friends continued to make ”Izzy” dolls to remember Mark’s service. 

Other Canadians joined in, knitting thousands of dolls to be sent to children in need. Canadian soldiers 

and healthcare providers give Izzy dolls to children in conflict zones and disaster-torn areas. 

The tag on this doll reads: “IZZY DOLL Made for you with love in memory of Mark Isfeld killed in Kakma, 

Croatia 21 jun 94 removing landmines serving with 1CER Unprofor.” 

 

When is Izzy doll day?  

The town of Perth, Ontario declared 27 June 2012 as “In the Mood for Peace Day” honouring our 

peacekeepers and the story of the Izzy Doll. The Izzy Doll project has also captured the interest of the 

youth. 

 

Why are the Izzy dolls important? 

The Izzy Dolls in memory of one of our own soldiers could not only bring smiles to the children caught 

up in war but could also bring comfort to children suffering because of natural disasters. 

 

How many children did Izzy dolls have? 

For the past two decades, Canadian soldiers and health care workers have given out more than 1.3 

million of the tiny dolls to children in worn-torn countries and regions affected by natural disaster. 

Recently, the RCMP took 800 Izzy Dolls with them to Haiti. 


