
“Reading is always an act of empathy. It's always an imagining of what it's like to be someone else.”    --John Green 

Valwood Summer Study 2021 

English I 

Note: Obtain your own copy of the book and bring it to class when school begins. 

Assignment:  
 
Read Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson (2008). As you read, do all of the following: 

 
● Annotate the book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Consider how the book deals with the following topics:
                          
                         Friendship                  Rebellion              

Freedom                     Justice 
Courage                      Arrogance 
Loyalty                        Ignorance

 
● Pay attention to the quotations at the beginning of each chapter. They come from 

primary sources. A primary source refers to first-hand information that was created at the 
time of an event. Primary sources can be newspaper articles, speeches, court documents, 
letters, etc. In her book, Laurie Halse Anderson uses excerpts from primary sources to 
foreshadow the plot, add historical context, or contrast the plot and history.  

 
 
Within the first two weeks of school, you will use Chains to accomplish the following objectives: 

● participate in a Socratic discussion of the book 

● construct a theme statement for the book  

● identify at least three pieces of textual support for the theme statement  

● learn how to incorporate the textual support 

● document the textual evidence 

● write an in-class essay, adhering to MLA style and meeting the expectations of a rubric 

 
 

Keep learning as you enjoy your summer break! 
 

 

 

Tips for annotation: 
Avoid the use of highlighters. 
Underline key words or phrases and memorable sentences or passages. 
Identify unfamiliar words 
Write questions in the margins about something you don’t understand 
Mark and comment on characters and ideas that you find intriguing  
Note the use of literary devices 
Make connections to other texts, your life, your world, etc. 
 



“Reading is always an act of empathy. It's always an imagining of what it's like to be someone else.”    --John Green 

Valwood Summer Study 2021 

English II 

Note: Obtain your own copy of the book and bring it to class when school begins. 

1. Read Growing Up by Russell Baker (1982). 

2. Annotate the book, and consider the following topics as you read: 

● family (nuclear and extended versions) 

● work (for children and adults) 

● historical events that affect daily life 

● the impact of school 

● money (what it can and cannot do) 

● change (how it happens; who or what makes it happen) 

● communication (the role of letters, newspapers, conversation) 

● moving (the advantages and disadvantages) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. After reading the book, write a theme statement based on one of the topics above. The 
theme statement is a unifying generalization about life, stated or implied by the story. It should be a 
complete sentence.  

         Examples: “Loyalty to country often inspires people to create great art.” 
                                                        “Life may become difficult for people unable to adapt.” 

[Avoid statements that reduce the theme to some familiar saying, such as “You can’t judge a book by its cover.”] 

Within the first two weeks of school, you will use Growing Up to accomplish the following objectives: 

● participate in a Socratic discussion of the book during which you will share and discuss your 

theme statements for the book 

● identify at least three pieces of textual support for the theme statement  

● learn how to incorporate the textual support 

● document the textual evidence 

● write an in-class essay, adhering to MLA style and meeting the expectations of a rubric 

 

Keep learning as you enjoy your summer break! 
 

 

Tips for annotation: 
Avoid the use of highlighters. 
Underline key words or phrases and memorable sentences or passages. 
Identify unfamiliar words 
Write questions in the margins about something you don’t understand 
Mark and comment on characters and ideas that you find intriguing  
Note the use of literary devices 
Make connections to other texts, your life, your world, etc. 
 



“Reading is always an act of empathy. It's always an imagining of what it's like to be someone else.”    --John Green 

Valwood Summer Study 2021 

 

English III 

Note: Obtain your own copy of the book, and bring it to class when school begins. 

Read Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover (2018). 

Annotate the book as you read.  

Consider the following topics as you read and annotate: 

  

● advantages and disadvantages of community 

● relationships (within families and with friends) 

● what it means to be educated 

● how we learn 

● survival 

● opportunities 

● risk-taking 

● mentors 

 

 

 

Within the first two weeks of school, you will use the book to accomplish the following objectives: 

● participate in a Socratic discussion of the book 

● construct a theme statement for the book  

● identify at least three pieces of textual support for the theme statement  

● incorporate the textual support in a variety of ways 

● document the textual evidence 

● write an in-class essay, adhering to MLA style and meeting the expectations of a rubric 

 

Know what’s going on in the world. Read an actual newspaper; read the news online; listen to 
the news on the radio; or watch the news on television. Look into current news in fields that interest 
you: science, history, math, economics, art, health, medicine, law, politics, sports, fashion, etc.  

 

Keep learning as you enjoy your summer break! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tips for annotation: 
Avoid the use of highlighters. 
Underline key words or phrases and memorable sentences or passages. 
Identify unfamiliar words. 
Write questions in the margins about something you don’t understand. 
Mark and comment on characters and ideas that you find intriguing.  

Note the use of literary devices. 
Make connections to other texts, your life, your world, etc. 
 will 
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English IV 

Note: Obtain your own copy of the book and bring it to class when school begins. 

1. Read The Martian by Andy Weir (2011). 
2. Annotate the book as you read, and consider the following topics: 

  

Survival 
Sense of humor 
Problem-solving 
Isolation 
Guilt 
Commitment 
Security 
Suspense 
 

 

 

3. As you read, consider the following ideas and be prepared to discuss. 

 

● A survival story has to resonate on a universal level to be effective, whether it's set on a 
desert island or another planet. In any setting, life includes challenges. How important are 
those challenges in keeping life vital? 
 

● Who knew potatoes, duct tape, and ‘70s reruns were the key to space survival? How do each 
of these items represent aspects of Mark's character that help him survive? 
 

● What makes us root for a character to live in a survival story? In what ways do you identify 
with Mark? How does the author get you to care about him? 

 

 

4. Watch the movie. 
 

5. Read each of the following articles about the science related to the book/movie.  
 
 
Andy Weir - The Martian: How Science Drove the Plot 
Author Of 'The Martian' Talks About The Science Behind The Book 
Andy Weir and his book ‘The Martian’ may have saved NASA and the entire space program 

 

Know what’s going on in the world. Read an actual newspaper; read the news online; listen to 
the news on the radio; or watch the news on television. Look into current news in fields that interest 
you: science, history, math, economics, art, health, medicine, law, politics, sports, fashion, etc.  
 

Keep learning as you enjoy your summer break! 
 
 
 
 

Tips for annotation: 
Avoid the use of highlighters. 
Underline key words or phrases and memorable sentences or passages. 
Identify unfamiliar words 
Write questions in the margins about something you don’t understand 
Mark and comment on characters and ideas that you find intriguing  
Note the use of literary devices 
Make connections to other texts, your life, your world, etc. 
 

https://www.nasa.gov/ames/ocs/2015-summer-series/andy-weir
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tonybradley/2015/12/21/author-of-the-martian-talks-about-the-science-behind-the-book/%236632815d76be
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/achenblog/wp/2015/05/05/andy-weir-and-his-book-the-martian-may-have-saved-nasa-and-the-entire-space-program/?utm_term=.a705463e6746
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English II Honors 

Note: Obtain your own copy of the book and bring it to class when school begins. 

1. Read How Much of These Hills is Gold by C. Pam Zhang (2020). 
2. Annotate the book and consider the following topics as you read: 

● family  

● home (What constitutes a “home”?) 

● history (individual experience versus official histories) 

● discrimination 

● the American Dream  

● land ownership 

● individuality 

 

 

 

3. While reading the book, keep a reading journal. Your journal may be handwritten or electronic. 
Entries should include the date, the pages read, and a few brief sentences that reflect on what you read 
that day. Your final entry should include a full, well-developed paragraph describing your reaction to 
the end of the novel. Bring your reading journal to class the first day of school. 
 

4. After reading, watch a short documentary: America the Story of Us: Gold Rush History. 
 

5. After reading, write a theme statement based on one of the topics above.  
             The theme statement is a unifying generalization about life, stated or implied by the story. It should be a 
             complete sentence.   Examples: “Loyalty to country often inspires people to create great art.” 
                                                                               “Life may become difficult for people unable to adapt.” 

[Avoid statements that reduce the theme to some familiar saying, such as “You can’t judge a book by its cover.”] 

Within the first two weeks of school, you will use the novel  to accomplish the following objectives: 

● participate in a Socratic discussion of the book during which you will share and discuss your 
theme statements for the book 

● identify at least three pieces of textual support for the theme statement  

● learn how to incorporate the textual support 

● document the textual evidence 

● write an in-class essay, adhering to MLA style and meeting the expectations of a rubric 

Keep learning as you enjoy your summer break! 

 

Tips for annotation: 
Avoid the use of highlighters. 
Underline key words or phrases and memorable sentences or passages. 
Identify unfamiliar words 
Write questions in the margins about something you don’t understand 
Mark and comment on characters and ideas that you find intriguing  
Note the use of literary devices 
Make connections to other texts, your life, your world, etc. 

 

https://youtu.be/gDkqvqqjMAA
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AP Language and Composition 

Note: Obtain your own copy of the book and bring it to class when school begins. 

Assignment:  

● Read All Over but the Shoutin’ by Rick Bragg.   
 

● As you read, consider the following idea: 

 “You can leave home all you want, but home will never leave you.” –Sonsyrea Tate 

Sonsyrea Tate’s statement suggests that “home” may be conceived of as a dwelling, a place, or a 
state of mind. It may have positive or negative associations, but in either case, it may have 
considerable influence on the individual.  

When school begins, be prepared to  

● analyze the importance of “home” to Rick Bragg. 
● explain the reason for the continuing influence of home in his life. 
● identify the larger meaning of his book. 
● demonstrate how Bragg’s ideas of home illuminate a larger meaning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Know what’s going on in the world. Read an actual newspaper; read the news online; listen to 
the news on the radio; or watch the news on television. Look into current news in fields that interest 
you: science, history, math, economics, art, health, medicine, law, politics, sports, fashion, etc.  
 

 
Keep learning as you enjoy your summer break! 
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AP Literature and Composition 

Note: Obtain your own copy of the book and bring it to class when school begins. 

Assignments: 

1. Read The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist from Georgia, takes his wife and 
four daughters to the Belgian Congo on a mission in 1959. They carry with 
them everything they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all 
all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed on 
African soil. The women tell the story of what happens there.  

(It’s over 500 pages long, so don’t wait until the last minute!) 

As you read, consider the following questions: 

• What happens when different cultures encounter each other? 

• What kind of captivity and freedom does the author explore? 

• What characterizes a healthy family?  

• What is the value of hearing a variety of perspectives? 

• What role does biology play on the characters’ experiences? (Note the animal imagery.) 

• What distinguishes each narrator’s style? 
 

2. Annotate the book as you read.  

Mark significant passages with post-its (if it’s borrowed) or with margin notes (if you own it).  

3.  When school begins, be prepared to 

• analyze how the family’s experiences are both alienating and enriching, and 

• explain how the different narrative voices illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole.  

4. Listen to at least one short episode of Poetry Unbound, an easily accessible podcast.    

(One of my favorites is “Praise the Rain.”)   Pádraig Ó Tuama can show you how to analyze poetry! 

 

 
Keep learning as you enjoy your summer break! 

 

 
 

https://onbeing.org/series/poetry-unbound/

