
5th Grade Summer Reading 
 

  Both books are required to be read over the summer with worksheets/assignments to 
be completed as books are read.  
 
Bring books and written assignments with you on the second day of school. 

 
Read: “Holes” by Louis Sachar 
 
Assignment: Please choose one of the following to complete after reading 
the book “Holes.” 
 
Choice 1: Create your own paper suitcase that opens and include replicas of 
items that you consider to be most valuable to you.  Include reasons for your 
choices. 

Choice 2: Design a Wanted Poster for one of the characters of the story.  Be 
sure to include a sketch, last know whereabouts, crime committed, 
nicknames, reward, contact information, etc. 

Choice 3: Create a warning poster about the yellow spotted lizard.  Be sure it 
is eye-catching and that it contains a lot of information. 

 
Read: “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe” by C.S. Lewis 
 
Assignment: There are 4 options for your assignment for this novel. You 
only need to choose ONE option to complete. You will need to bring in your 
completed assignment on August 10 (the first day of school). You will 
present your project during the first week of school. I will provide a couple 
of pictures for the first two options to help give an idea of what each project 
could look like, but they are only examples, be creative! For options 3 and 4, 
it is easiest to look them up online if you need examples because there are 
LOTS of ways to complete these two options.  

 

 

Option 1: A Pop-up Story 

Guidelines: Your pop-up must have 4 parts. Each part will have 
drawings or actual pop-up characters/scenes that represent the 
information in that part. Part 1 should include the book title, 
author, how many pages, and your rating of the book using 1 to 5 
stars. Part 2 should include the important characters with their 
names (there are 6 primary characters, but more can be added if 
you would like). Part 3 should include a picture or pop-up of the 
setting and also describe the theme of the story (the setting is 
where the story takes place and the theme is the overall message 
of the story). Part 4 should include a picture or pop-up and 
description of the climax of the story (the climax is the most 
exciting point of the story and is usually a major turning point). 

 

 

 



Option 2: Wardrobe 

Guidelines: Your wardrobe can be created out of a cereal box (a great option), a shoebox, or 
any other small to medium-sized box. Please get a parent to help cut the doors out on the 
box so you don’t get hurt! There are many ways to make this very decorative or you can keep 
it fairly simple. When you open the doors to your wardrobe, the back of the wardrobe should 
be a very important scene from the story (it doesn’t have to only be the fur coats or pine trees 
and lamp). You can make the scene 3D if you would like! When the doors are open, the left 
door should have this information neatly listed: Title, Author, how many pages, Characters, 
and Setting. The right door should have this information neatly listed: Theme (the theme is 
the message of the story), Summary (about 4-5 sentences), and your opinion of the book (2-
3 sentences). 

 

Option 3: Diorama 

Guidelines: A diorama is typically a 3D model that is made inside a box that shows a very 
important scene that represents the story. Lots of examples of dioramas can be found online. 
Your diorama does not need to be huge. I would try to find a box with dimensions that are 
2 feet long and 1 foot tall and deep at the most! A shoebox is a great size for most 
dioramas. Your diorama should be of a very important scene that tells a lot about the story. 
On a separate piece of paper, you need to include the main characters (their names with a 
one sentence description), author, the setting, the theme, and a summary of the story. Your 
summary should be 4-5 sentences.  

 

Option 4: Cereal Box Book Report 

Guidelines: A cereal box book report is exactly what it sounds like! You will use a cereal box’s 
top and 4 sides to provide information about your book. Here’s what should be on each part. 
The top of the box: Title, Author, how many pages, and your rating of the book (1 to 5 stars). 
On one edge (where you would find the ingredients) you should include: the main characters 
with a short description of each (there are 6 primary characters, but you can add some if you 
have room). The other edge of the box should include: a 4 to 5 sentence summary of the 
story (when writing your summary, think about the 5 W’s: who, what, when, where, why -> 
this can make your summary very easy to write). On the front of the box you should include: 
a catchy cereal name that you create (such as Lucky Lion Charms) and a picture that 
represents your cereal. The back of the box should be divided into 4 parts that will include 
pictures/drawings of the beginning, two important events in the middle, and the climax of 
the story (the climax is the most exciting event.  

 
***Important*** You are not being graded on whether or not you are an amazing artist, so please 
complete your own project and do your best! You will be graded on adding all the information for 
the project that you choose, spelling, grammar, punctuation, and neatness.  

 


