
2020-2021 
COVID-19 Health Standards, 
Procedures, and Measures



Throughout the summer, the Valwood School leadership team has continued to work on 
plans for our August reopening. Preparing for our reopening, we have relied on feedback 
from medical, technology, and mental health professionals, faculty, staff, security and safety 
specialists, the Board of Trustees and parents. We also reviewed your survey responses, 
which provide us with a much better perspective of your family’s comfort level as we make 
plans to bring children and staff back to school safely. 

We have created the “2020-2021 Return to School Plan” to provide a detailed list of the 
policies and procedures we have put in place for the upcoming school year.  We realize that 
we are in an unprecedented time and that information changes often. Please know we have 
built a level of flexibility into this plan wherever possible to allow us to adjust based on 
advisement from governing agencies. If you have questions or concerns, I am always 
available by email or phone. On the last page of this document, you will see a full list of staff 
members and local physicians who were involved in our task force. 

In closing, it is important that we all remember the Valwood family has a culture of caring, 
for our students and staff as well as all those we interact with off campus. The more we 
practice the guidelines set forth by the CDC such as social distancing, hand washing, and the 
use of a face covering in public spaces, the more likely we are to keep our Valwood family 
safe. 

Thank you for your faith in us. We are looking forward to coming together as a community 
and being on campus together. 

Sincerely, 
John L. Davis, Sr.
Head of School
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Guided By Our Mission
Academics     Character     Service
Valwood School continues to provide a relevant, proactive, and focused approach to 
education amidst evolving circumstances. Our preparedness allows us to face this situation 
head-on with: 

• Small class sizes 
• Outdoor space implementation
• Creative and committed teachers 
• Enhanced up-to-date technology 
• Flexibility and ability to adapt to changing circumstances 
• Health and safety enhancements and protocols 
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We will conduct temperature checks 
each morning during morning drop 
off/arrival prior to students entering 
the buildings. Please check your 
student(s) temperature and monitor 
their symptoms prior to leaving home. 
100.4 = fever

Students can bring lunch from home 
or select from a range of 
pre-assembled, ready-to-serve 
lunches. Menus will be on the Valwood 
website for parents and students to see 
in advance.

Enhanced sanitizing and cleaning 
processes will be in place. Every 
classroom and well trafficked positions 
in all buildings have been outfitted 
with hand-sanitizing stations. 
Teachers have been provided materials 
to disinfect surfaces in classrooms. 

All drinking fountains are deactivated. 
Students may have their personal 
water bottles refilled in the 
administrative office of each division. 

Social Distancing will be practiced.

Morning Assembly is not scheduled for 
Middle and Upper School students.

UPDATED AS CDC RECOMMENDATIONS EVOLVE
Attendance will continue to be 
recorded for students on campus. 
Under no circumstance should 
students come to campus if they 
demonstrate COVID-19 symptoms. 
Absences related to COVID-19 illness 
and quarantine will reflect an excused 
absence. 

Parents and visitors will have 
restricted access to facilities on 
campus. All visitors must wear a face 
covering and check-in at Crane Hall. 

Any student in need of mental health 
counseling may make an appointment 
with Mrs. Katherine Freeman, 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker or 
with Dr. Dan Schert, Rehabilitation 
Counselor.

Please check Valwood’s website for 
the status of Valwood events and 
activities. To avoid cancelling such 
events and traditions prematurely, 
Valwood will make decisions fluidly to 
comply with the most current safety 
and health recommendations.  

Athletic offerings will be determined 
based on GISA recommendations. 

Outdoor space will be utilized to its 
full potential.
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UPDATED AS CDC RECOMMENDATIONS EVOLVE
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Life on Campus

Face Coverings. It is required that students, faculty, and staff wear appropriate face 
coverings while on campus in the interest of safety. No person will have to wear a mask 
the entire school day. We will coordinate safe times and locations throughout the day 
where masks may be removed. This decision was made after consultation with local 
physicians and in accordance with the CDC and GDPH guidelines. We understand face 
coverings may be challenging, but we must comply with safety and health 
recommendations.  All visitors to Valwood’s campus will also be required to wear masks. 
If your child forgets his or her mask, we will have disposable masks available for use. 

Disposable & cloth reusable masks are acceptable. Cloth masks should be frequently 
washed. Face coverings attached behind the ears and head as well as tubular masks 
(gaiters) are permitted.  For the purpose of instruction, teachers may wear face shields 
when distanced 6 feet or more from students. During one-on-one instruction, when 
distancing cannot be achieved, masks must be worn. Currently 3rd through 12th grade 
students may not wear face shields unless they have a doctors excuse.  Solid color, print, 
stripe, or geometric patterns are permitted. Masks with Valwood and collegiate logos 
are permitted. Masks with other branding, graphics, text, or logos are NOT permitted.

CDC: Guidance on face coverings 

Onset of Symptoms During the School Day. Students are encouraged to visit the 
Administrative Assistant in their division in the event that he/she feels ill during the 
school day. Administrative Assistants have been provided pediatrician approved protocol 
on how to handle COVID-19 related symptoms. Symptoms will be documented, 
medication may be administered if permissible, and parents will be contacted for pick-up, 
if necessary. A parent will be contacted prior to releasing an Upper School student who 
intends on driving him/herself home. Students will wait for their ride in a secure location.  

The best face covering is the one that is used properly.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html


Prior to leaving home
● Please check your child’s temperature and monitor for symptoms

Student arrival on campus
● Drop off begins in front of the Lower School at 7:40am
● Expect delays in the drop-off line
● Students should remain in the vehicle while a faculty member conducts the 

temperature taking protocol
● Students may not exit the vehicle until they undergo the temperature taking 

procedure 
● Faculty members will scan students’ forehead with a non-contact infrared 

thermometer 
● If a student records a temperature of less than 100.4, they are permitted to exit the 

vehicle wearing a mask and enter the building
● If a student’s temperature is at or  above 100.4 degrees, a second scan will be 

recorded. If both scans indicate a fever, the student must leave campus
● Students who are not dropped off in the car line will undergo the temperature taking 

protocol outside prior to entering the building
● If the student records a temperature between 100 and 100.3, the student will be 

rescanned at 10am
● Students will report directly to their classroom upon entrance to the Foy Anderson 

Lower School
● All students and faculty members must enter Foy Anderson Lower School through the 

front door wearing a mask
Daily Activities

● Most of the guidelines and suggestions for daily schedules are set by classroom 
teachers once the classes are formed and a culture is established

○ Many classrooms are equipped with individual plexiglass shields and/or air 
purifiers

● Students will be required to sanitize their hands or “gel-in, gel-out” when entering 
and exiting each classroom

● In hallways, Lower School students will:
○ Utilize directional arrows
○ Maintain an arms-length distance from their peers

● During recess, the Lower School will use grade level grouping to prevent commingling
● Spanish & Library teachers will travel, and students will remain within their 

classroom
● Music and Art will incorporate more history into the curriculum, utilize outdoor 

space, sanitize surface areas and equipment between classes, and include creative 
activities 

● Weather permitting, PE classes will take place outside whenever possible. Indoor 
activities will be social-distant compliant 6
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Lunch
● Students will complete a secondary temperature check at lunchtime
● If a fever is present, parents will be notified and the student will be relocated to a 

secure location
● Dining Hall seating will be limited to three students/table
● Outdoor seating will be encouraged when possible
● The school reserves the right to have students eat lunch in their classroom if 

circumstances warrant 
Dismissal

● The Lower School will continue with staggered dismissal times
● Students will wait outside, socially distanced, with a faculty member

Extended Day
● Will use grade level grouping to prevent commingling
● Extended Day Coordinator will insure small groups, enforcement of social distancing, 

and mask wearing
● Playground and outdoor space will be utilized to its full potential
● Classroom surfaces will be sanitized between the academic day and extended day
● Please call the Extended Day phone number for students to be escorted to the pick-up 

vehicle
Homework Hour

● Masks will be required
● Social distance will be practiced within the classroom
● During pick-up, students will wait outside, socially distanced, with a faculty member

Birthday & Special Occasions
● The Lower School will continue to encourage the celebration of special occasions, but 

asks that parents consult and coordinate all plans with the teacher in advance
● Snacks should be provided in individual servings in order to minimize handling 

PK & Kindergarten Snacks
● Snacks should be provided in individual servings in order to minimize handling and 

should be brought to the administrative office after morning drop-off
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Prior to leaving home
● Please check your child’s temperature and monitor for symptoms

Student arrival on campus
● Drop off begins in front of the Middle School at 7:40am
● Expect delays in the drop-off line
● Students should remain in the vehicle while a faculty member conducts the 

temperature taking protocol
● Students may not exit the vehicle until they undergo the temperature taking 

procedure 
● Faculty members will scan students’ forehead with non-contact infrared thermometer 
● If a student records a temperature of less than 100.4, they are permitted to exit the 

vehicle wearing a mask and enter the building
● If a student’s temperature is at or  above 100.4 degrees, a second scan will be 

recorded. If both scans indicate a fever, the student must leave campus
● Students who are not dropped off in the car line will undergo the temperature taking 

protocol outside prior to entering the building
● If the student records a temperature between 100 and 100.3, the student will be 

rescanned at 10am
● All students and faculty members must enter the Middle School through the front 

door wearing a mask
● Students must clock-in, may briefly visit their locker, then report directly to their 1st 

period classroom 
Daily Activities

● Middle School students will continue to maintain a traditional eight-period schedule
● Students will be required to sanitize their hands or “gel-in, gel-out” when entering 

and exiting each classroom
● Teachers will spray desks for students to wipe their desks and seats, & students will 

dispose of wipe upon exiting the classroom
● Middle School students will:

○ Change classrooms in accordance with their schedule
○ Wear a mask in the hallway at all times
○ Utilize directional arrows in hallways
○ Maintain an arms-length distance from their peers when possible

Elective Classes
● Students will be traveling to elective classrooms
● Electives will incorporate more history into the curriculum, utilize outdoor space, 

sanitize surface areas and equipment between classes, and include creative activities 
● The number of students within a locker room at a given time will be limited
● The weight room will be disinfected prior to workouts, after each student-athlete 

utilizes the equipment, and at the end of the participation time
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Morning Break
● Our food service provider, Pepi, will continue to provide morning break food service
● The schedule for Morning Break time is the same for Middle & Upper School
● Current plans are that prepackaged items and drinks will be sold at various locations
● Students should use outdoor spaces during break
● Teachers from both divisions will be on duty to supervise students
● The two divisions will not commingle together

Lunch
● Students will complete a secondary temperature check at lunchtime
● If a fever is present, parents will be notified and the student will be relocated to a 

secure location until a pick-up is arranged
● Dining Hall seating will be limited to three students
● Outdoor seating will be encouraged when possible
● The school reserves the right to have students eat lunch in a classroom if 

circumstances warrant 
Dismissal

● Students will not be permitted to linger or wait in the hallways or buildings at 
dismissal
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Prior to leaving home
● Please check your child’s temperature and monitor for symptoms

Student arrival on campus
● Upper School door will not open until 7:40am
● Faculty members will scan students’ forehead with non-contact infrared thermometer 

prior to entering the Upper School building  
● If a student records a temperature of less than 100.4, they are permitted on to campus
● If a student’s temperature is at or  above 100.4 degrees, a second scan will be 

recorded. If both scans indicate a fever, parents will be contacted, and the student 
must leave campus

● If the student records a temperature between 100 and 100.3, the student will be 
rescanned at 10am

● All students and faculty members must enter the Upper School through the front door 
wearing a mask

● Upon entry into the Upper School, students must clock-in, may briefly visit their 
locker, then report directly to their 1st period classroom

Daily Activities
● Upper School students will continue to maintain a traditional eight-period schedule
● Students will be required to sanitize their hands or “gel-in, gel-out” when entering 

and exiting each classroom
● Disinfectant will be provided for students to wipe their desks and seats upon entering 

the classroom
● Upper School students will:

○ Change classrooms in accordance with their schedule
○ Wear a mask in the hallway at all times
○ Maintain an arms-length distance from their peers when possible

Fine Art Electives
● Students will be traveling to elective classrooms
● Electives will  utilize outdoor space, sanitize surface areas and equipment between 

classes, and include creative methods to follow safety and health recommendations
Weight Room/ Advanced Conditioning

● The number of students within a locker room at a given time will be limited
● The weight room will be disinfected prior to workouts, after each student-athlete 

utilizes the equipment, and at the end of the participation time
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Morning Break
● Our food service provider, Pepi, will continue to provide morning break food service
● The schedule for Morning Break time is the same for Middle & Upper School
● Current plans are that prepackaged items and drinks will be sold at various locations
● Students should use outdoor spaces during break
● Teachers from both divisions will be on duty to supervise students
● The two divisions will not commingle together

Lunch
● Dining Hall seating will limited students per table 
● Outdoor seating will be encouraged when possible
● The school reserves the right to have students eat lunch in a classroom if 

circumstances warrant 
Dismissal

● Students will not be permitted to linger or wait in the hallways, buildings, or parking 
lots  at dismissal

● Unless a student is attending a practice or tutorial, they should exit the building and 
campus promptly 

● To maintain social distancing, a faculty member will monitor students outside as they 
await pick-up
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This model is for families planning for their child(ren) to begin the 20/21 academic year on 
campus with the expectation that specific health and safety procedures will be required. In 
the event that local authorities close schools or initiate a stay-at-home-order, students will 
transition to remote learning.

On Campus Learning will include:

● Five day/week schedule with similar start and end times as previous years
● Modified extracurricular programming that allows for continued delivery and 

participation 
● Extended Day/Homework Hour with modifications, that may limit capacity at certain 

times during the year
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On Campus Learning 
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Hybrid Learning 
This model is for students and families who: 

● Have a student in a high-risk category 
● Have a student with a temporary absence due to a health concern where on campus 

attendance is not recommended/allowed
● May not feel comfortable having their student on campus when positive cases are 

present within specific classes, athletic teams, and/or divisions

The Hybrid Learning model is a very individualized approach to learning and will look 
different at each grade level but will include a combination of synchronous (live instruction) 
and asynchronous (teacher directed) learning along with individual support. In this model, 
the student can work from home, continue with instruction, and not fall behind. 
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This model is for families who may not feel comfortable having their student on the physical 
campus during the 2020/21 school year due to the inherent risk of possible exposure. 

The Remote Learning model provides improved delivery based on what worked well and 
what was challenging last year. To ensure students are receiving a well-balanced, 
developmentally appropriate program for academic continuity and progress using Valwood 
School’s Remote Learning, the best practices are as follows:

● Balance academics and free time
● Continue socialization with friends and family 
● Have a daily structure or schedule in place 
● Provide personalized support 

Remote Learning 

Tuition. Whether our students are on campus or learning remotely, Valwood School has a financial responsibility 
to our employees and to the upkeep of our campus. Our faculty is currently in professional development to ensure 
our students are getting a quality education. For this reason, there is no discount for the remote learning option.  



Valwood Athletics restarted voluntary Summer workouts for Fall VARSITY sports on June 
8. The Athletic Department is working in collaboration with athletic departments 
throughout our region and state, the GISA, the GHSA, and the National Federation of State 
High School Associations, and is following local, state, and federal guidelines to develop a 
comprehensive approach to maximize health and safety while engaging in sport activities. 
These guidelines may change based on current trends, data, and needs. 

The GISA has announced that the varsity football regular season will begin on September 4. 
Due to final exams, the football playoffs have been reduced to three rounds. The 
championship date has been extended by one week. The first week of mandatory practice 
and games for softball, volleyball, cross country, and cheer remains the same, beginning 
August 1. An extra week will be added to the winter and spring sports seasons. 
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Valwood School is committed to making sure that students continue to experience the care 
and commitment of our faculty and the routine of daily learning, even in the event of school 
closure. We must acknowledge that our approach to remote learning cannot replicate the 
magic that happens when school is in regular session (the invaluable social interactions and 
mediation, real-time, in-person feedback, community and extracurricular events, and so 
on). However, we do maintain that quality learning can occur from a distance. 

As a school, we have updated various technological components as well as trained our 
faculty and staff in order to be prepared in the event of an extended campus closure. Our 

Remote Learning Plan (RLP) seeks to accomplish three goals in PK–12 within a flexible 
framework: 

● Live Student-Teacher Contact Time 
● Online Content Delivery 
● Online Monitoring of Student Progress/Student Assessment 

Students will continue to engage with their teachers through a range of methods, including 
video, online discussions, email, and phone communication. Teachers and administrators 
will be available to communicate with students and parents on an ongoing and regular basis 
to ensure that individual student needs are being met. 
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Renweb/FACTS is our school’s 
student information system. Parents and 
students can access grades, calendars, 
announcements, course content, and 
more. 

Google Classroom is used by students 
in grades 3-12. Teachers utilize Google 
Classroom to distribute assignments, 
assess, and provide feedback on student 
work.

GSuite for Education is our school’s 
communication and collaboration tools 
for learning anywhere, anytime, and on 
any device.

Google Meet is a video communication 
platform that is used in conjunction with 
Google Classroom. This application 
allows for live streaming of classes as 
well as recording of lessons. 

For students in Pre-k through 2nd 
grade, Seesaw is the platform for 
parent engagement and communication, 
student growth & progress, and 
uploading documentation of student 
work (pictures and videos). 

Microsoft Teams is a video 
communications platform that is used 
schoolwide to provide a LIVE learning 
environment and increase student 
participation and learning retention in 
virtual and hybrid classroom scenarios. 
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• the current level of risk 
• every child’s specific health needs 
• each family’s comfort level with returning to face-to-face instruction 

Flexibility will be a key factor this school year as Valwood School must prepare for future 
waves of infection until a vaccine or therapeutic drug becomes widely available. 

Each Lower School class, the Middle School division, the Upper School division, and each 
athletic team will be classified independently of each other according to the color phases 
below. Color phase updates will be available daily for each specific group via your FACTS 
Family Portal. 

OUR FLEXIBLE PLAN ENABLES A SEAMLESS TRANSITION 
BETWEEN LEARNING SCENARIOS AND ALLOWS US TO SERVE ALL STUDENTS 

EFFECTIVELY BASED ON: 
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● We do not plan to make changes to the academic calendar for the 2020-2021 school 
year. 

● Athletic offerings will be determined by GISA recommendations and requirements. 
● Extracurricular activities will continue as planned.
● The Extended Day Program and Homework Hour are available. 
● If a family is uncomfortable with the return to face-to-face instruction or has health 

issues that prevent them from being on campus, our Remote Learning Platform will 
be available. 
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Green Phase
ON CAMPUS LEARNING

0%

Zero confirmed cases in a specific group 



● We will continue on campus learning with adjustments made to the academic calendar 
for the 2020-2021 school year as needed.

○ Continued safety measures. 
○ Wider utilization of outdoor classroom spaces
○ Class sizes may decrease if more families choose Remote Learning in this phase. 

This may allow us to keep classes in the original learning spaces. 
● Athletic offerings will be determined by GISA recommendations and requirements. 
● Extracurricular activities may be modified as needed.
● The Extended Day Program and Homework Hour may be adjusted in accordance with 

guidelines. 
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TitleYellow Phase
Orange Phase
IN-PERSON & HYBRID LEARNING PLATFORM

Families may choose to move to the Remote Learning Platform 
in the Yellow or Orange Phase. 

10%<

11-20%

Confirmed cases = 11%-20% of a specific group’s population 

Confirmed cases = <10% of a specific group’s population



Implementation of Remote Learning Platform

● Campus will be closed to individual groups in the red phase. 
○ Individual groups in the green phase, yellow phase, or orange phase can remain 

on campus for in-person instruction with adjustments made to the academic 
calendar for the 2020-2021 school year as needed.

● The Remote Learning Portal is in effect. Click here to access the portal
● Students are expected to check their emails and learning platforms
● Athletic offerings will be off-limits and closed for groups in the red phase. 
● Extracurricular activities will be off-limits and closed for groups in the red phase. 
● The Extended Day Program and Homework Hour will be off-limits and closed for 

groups in the red phase.
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TitleRed Phase
MANDATED CLOSURE (FOR ALL OR PART OF CAMPUS)

Individual Lower School 
classes, the Middle School 
Division, the Upper School 

Division, or specific athletic 
teams will require 
mandatory virtual 

instruction if confirmed 
cases reach 20% or more in a 

particular cohort.  

The entire school will  move 
to mandatory virtual 

instruction if there is a 
shelter-in-place order. 

In order to leave the red phase, please refer to guidelines 
outlined on the Health Matrix (p. 17).

20%> 

Confirmed cases = >20% of a specific group’s population

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WAPL_C_vzw4c1FhyPmwvZAg94A_58dhYf5TLT2-8sv8/edit?usp=sharing


22

COVID-19 Health Matrix for 
Faculty, Staff, and Students

CDC Guidelines on When to Quarantine
*Close contact as defined by the CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact


Medical Advisory Board
Dr. Charlene Blache

Pediatrics
Southern Pediatric Clinic

Dr. Brian Dawson
Neurology, Chief of Staff

South Georgia Medical Center

Mrs. Katherine Freeman
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Renewed Mind Psychiatry & Counseling

Dr. Eric Gee
Orthopedics

Valdosta Orthopedic Associates

Dr. Brian Griner
Internal Medicine, Pediatrics

Griner Medical Group

Dr. Ben Hogan
Family Medicine

Dr. Tia Sanderlin*
Family Medicine

Adel Family Medicine

Dr. Dan Schert
Rehabilitation Counselor

Dr. Billy Tidmore*
Rheumatology

Valdosta Specialty Clinic

Dr. Michael Clark
Orthopedic Surgeon

Valdosta Orthopedic Association

Dr. Terry Persaud 
Pain Management

Premier Pain Management

*Member of the Valwood Board of Trustees
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