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The Bird rescue Center

We bid Alida Morzenti much happi-
ness as she soars to new adven-
tures, and must look forward to 

this year and beyond without her at the helm 
of The Bird Rescue Center. Her commitment 
and dedication have been exemplary and 
because of this, BRC has achieved the excel-
lent status it enjoys today.  

Another baby bird season is just beginning. Last 
year we took in 2,359 sick, injured or orphaned 
native wild birds. Who knows what this season 
will offer? Rehab Coordinator rebecca pearce 
and her well-trained staff are already prepared to 
meet the demands. This year more than two dozen 
experienced volunteers are returning to assist in 
the rehab hospital. Having so many seasoned vol-
unteers available to help the new trainees creates 
an excellent learning environment, and provides 
better care for our avian patients.

Construction on the new Martha Bentley/Alida 
Morzenti Library and Conference room is almost 
finished. Martha’s estate provided many books, 
and Alida also donated a significant number for 
our shelves. gloria Heinzl has agreed to act as 
our librarian, and soon we will take on the huge 
project of cataloging and shelving the collection. 
We appreciate Alida’s generous donation of four 
bookcases that will provide the space we need. 
Additionally, with funds from Martha’s estate, we 
were able to purchase two chairs, a table and area 
rug to create a small reading nook. Three attrac-
tively framed depictions of kestrels, peregrines and 
an eagle currently decorate the walls, with more 
to come. Watch for the announcement when this 
new addition to the Center will be open to our 
members.

Just before the end of 2010, the Center received a 
generous preliminary distribution from the estate 

of Dr. gertrude Van 
Steyn. Alida met with 
the attorney represent-
ing the estate’s trustees 

to discuss plans for the construction of new mews 
for our resident ambassadors, a longstanding goal 
to which these funds will be allocated. Gertrude 
was a longtime friend and colleague of Martha’s, 
and an avid bird lover. We are very fortunate to be 
among the beneficiaries of her estate. These funds 
provide an exciting opportunity to design and 
construct the new resident compound that will be 
named in her honor. 

Next, I am very pleased to introduce three new 
members on our Board of Directors:

Helen Kochenderfer    Helen is the owner of  
Kochenderfer Business Services, a Santa Rosa 
bookkeeping company that has been offering 
bookkeeping and related services to local busi-
nesses for over 18 years. Helen, an avid bird watch-
er, is a member of BRC and Madrone Audubon.

Greg Damron   Greg was born and raised in 
Sonoma County, and currently serves as the 
Community Development Associate for Pepper-
wood Preserve. He was instrumental in taking this 
relatively new nonprofit from nearly unknown to 
the reputation it enjoys today. Greg started his 
passion for birding when he was nine years old. As 
a teenager he participated in avian surveys at Pep-
perwood Preserve and is currently involved in a 
point-count survey program there now in its third 
year. Alida recommended Greg for this position, 
and we welcome him with much pleasure. 

Spring Greetings from  
the New Board President

Mary Ellen Rayner, 
Executive Director and 
Board President

continues on page 2

Volunteer 
Orientations
ADuLTS 
•	 Saturday	May	14,	 
 noon-2pm
JuniorS [ages 12-17] 
•	 Saturday	June	11,	 
 noon-2pm  
 [Parent/guardian must  
 also attend initial session]

All training is provided.  
More Orientation dates  
may be added — call  
the Center or visit  
birdrescuecenter.org 

To register and/or get  
more information call:  
707/523-2473	[BIRD]

Stay in touch
Join the BRC email list and 
receive periodic news,  
events info, training dates 
and more. Go to: 
birdrescue.org/join-elist

BRC now on  
facebook
Search: The Bird rescue 
Center, “like” us and keep up 
on all the latest!  



Dear Bird Rescue Center Members,  
Volunteers and Friends,

After seven years of leading the organization as 
Board President and Executive Director, I felt that 
it was time for it to fledge, and for me to try 
retiring again. The Center is financially sound, 
well organized and has a new and enthusiastic 
leader to guide it on its path to the future. 
In the past few years, the BRC has made 
great strides in terms of bird care and public 
education. We have achieved a high level 
of competence and professionalism. New 
techniques have been developed for help-
ing to ensure the successful release of baby 
songbirds, and BRC has established relation-
ships with farmers and landowners throughout 
the County who provide release sites for orphaned 
and injured birds of prey. It is with this knowledge 
that I decided to retire at the end of 2010.

When Martha Bentley and I first agreed upon the 
old Quonset hut on Chanate Road as the home for 
The Bird Rescue Center in 1980, I don’t know that 
either of us envisioned how long our association 
with the Center would last. For many years, Martha 
was the heart and soul of Bird Rescue. When I 
retired from UC Davis in 2003, Martha encouraged 
me to return and help with the leadership of the 
Center. Since we founded Bird Rescue 30 years 

ago, either Martha and/or I have been here to lead 
the organization and to solve its problems. It is 
now time for BRC to grow beyond its founders and 
move forward with new leadership. As I looked 
around the Center, the person who seemed most 
capable and able to assume this leadership role 
was Mary Ellen rayner. I am happy to say that she 

agreed to take on the job. The Board 
concurred and approved her 
appointment as both Board 
President and Executive Direc-
tor. Mary Ellen assumed these 
responsibilities effective January 

1, 2011. She has already proven 
to be an effective leader.

I plan to spend more time with 
my mother and old friends who I 

have not had time for in recent years. I also intend 
to read the piles of books I have been collect-
ing, spend hours walking the dogs and weeding 
my garden, working in my vineyard and, frankly, 
just plain enjoying life and retirement. I hope to 
do a much better job of retiring the second time 
around!  Maybe I can get it right this time.

I anticipate hearing about continued success and 
achievements at The Bird Rescue Center.

Best wishes to everyone, 
Alida Morzenti

Kit Daine   Kit is the former Raptor Program Coor-
dinator for BRC, has served on the Advisory Com-
mittee and knows our history well.  She provides 
continuity and a deep love for the Center.

When Alida announced her retirement, she 
reminded us that the Center had been under the 
direction of either Martha or herself from the very 
beginning, and it was time for us to “fledge.”  I 
believe we are well into that process, with much 
opportunity for growth before us. 

The continued support and dedication from each 
of you as members and volunteers are not only 
necessary but very much appreciated.

All my best,

Mary Ellen rayner 
Executive Director and Board President

Spring greetings  continues from page 1

Alida’s Swan Song

Visit  
our   
birds... 
The Bird rescue 
Center is open to 
the public on the 
first Saturday and 
third Sunday of 
every month (excluding major holidays). Come by 
and meet our 19 resident raptors. Field trips to the 
Center are also encouraged. This is a unique op-
portunity to see these beautiful wild birds up close. 
Photography of the birds is permitted outside the 
residents’ compound.

... or our birds can come  
to your event!
Many of our resident Ambassadors are available for 
classroom visits, public educational events, service 
group presentations, etc.  

Please contact Community Education Coordinator 
Mary Ellen Rayner at birdresq@gmail.com for details.
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Flight is published twice a year by The Bird 
Rescue Center of Sonoma County, CA.  

Articles, photos, letters, etc. for possible inclu-
sion should be sent (preferably in digital form) 
to Gregor Nelson, at gregor@ndesign.com. 
Submissions are subject to editing.  Please email 
or	call	Gregor	(707/433-3999)	for	submission	and	
file formatting guidelines, deadlines, etc.

Editor Gregor Nelson

Design Christina Nelson, Nine Design

photography BRC staff and volunteers 
 Richard Migliore

Website Christina Nelson

 

In appreciation
Artist Colleen Caubin has graciously allowed 
publication of her extraordinary works of avian 
art within this issue of Flight.

Masthead photo: female American kestrel  
©2011 Richard Migliore. Used with permission. 

The Bird rescue Center is located at  
3430	Chanate	Road,	near	Sutter	Medical	Center	
in	Santa	Rosa.		Mailing	address:	PO	Box	475,	
Santa	Rosa,	CA	95402.

Phone			707/523-2473	[BIRD]				 
Website   birdrescuecenter.org

We are open 365 days a year. Normal business  
hours are 9am – 5pm every day from Septem-
ber through April, and 8 am– 8 pm from May 
through August but can vary, so check our 
website or call for seasonal hours.  

Visitor Days are the first Saturday and third 
Sunday	of	each	month	from	1–4	pm,	and	are	
free and open to the public. 

The Bird Rescue Center is a nonprofit  
501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax-
deductible to the extent allowed by law.  
(Tax	ID	No.	94-2378213)

2011 Board of Directors
president Mary Ellen Rayner 
Vice president Kathleen Stewart 
Secretary Kit Daine  
Treasurer Helen Kochenderfer 
Directors Brad Benson 
 Greg Damron 
 Ron Hunt

Grebe at Bodega Bay  
by Colleen Caubin



O ne of my great pleasures as the  
Community Education Coordinator  

is being the first to see all the thank-you notes from 
the teachers, students and organizations that have 
visited the Center or hosted our Ambassadors and 
their handlers during the year. The artwork from 
the students is amazing, and I wish I could include 
more of it here. We do post them at the Center, so 
the next time you drop in be sure to check out  
the bulletin board. 

Another treasured 
aspect of our 
interaction with the 
students of Sonoma 
County is collecting 
the fun comments 
spontaneously 
offered during our 
programs. At the 
Tolay Lake Fall Festival 
with Sonoma County 
Regional Parks, a little 
girl observed care-
fully as the handlers brought in the birds 
for the afternoon shift in their wooden 
carriers. She then watched as the morn-
ing birds were boxed and carried out. 
Turning to me she asked, “Are those 
boxes the car seats for the birds?”  What 
a great observation! We all chuckled 
with her parents and agreed that this 
was a very appropriate term.

During the Petaluma Wetlands  
Alliance Christmas Count, the turkey 
vulture was clearly our star  

Ambassador. The handler 
talked a bit about the 
natural history of this 
species and then asked a 
series of questions of the 

audience. “What do you think would be the cause 
of the most common injury bringing this bird to 
the Center?”  One very eager and very vocal boy in 
the front row leapt to his feet, declaring, “I know, 
I know – they have stomach aches.”  Needless to 
say, everyone had a great laugh, and our program 
ended on a very high note. 

While the children are enchanting and often pro-
vide us with much humor, we also acknowledge 
all the adults, men and women of all ages, who 
express their interest in the natural history and 
ecological importance of the raptors. This group 

includes teachers and parents who accom-
pany field trips to the Center, members of 
various clubs and community organizations 
who invite us to their events, and those 
who stop by our table at public events 
such as the Sonoma County Fair and Tolay 
Lake Fall Festival. To all we want to express 
our gratitude for making it possible to 
fulfill one aspect of our mission, and that 
is to educate the public about the hu-
man impact on wildlife habitats in order 
to prevent the abuse and accidents that 
result in birds being sent to us.

Those of us in the Education Program 
continually look forward to what 

each season will offer as 
we host field trips at the 
Center and visit schools 

and other organizations 
requesting an opportu-
nity to learn more about 

our Ambassadors.

Mary Ellen rayner  
Community Education  
Coordinator

News from the  
Education Program

2010 
Cal Academy
events

Recently, 100 third-graders  
visited the Center and met 
seven of our Ambassadors  
in our outdoor classroom.

Our raptor Ambassadors appeared 
at several events in 2010 in conjunc-
tion with the California Academy 
of Sciences in San Francisco. 

The first was on April 25th, during 
the Earth Day celebration at AT&T 
Park in San Francisco. Giants fans 
surrounded our table all day long, 
and the raptors charmed each and 
every one. 

Subsequently, we were invited 
to take part in ‘Tis the Season for 
Science at the stunning Academy 
building in Golden Gate Park. 
Over five weekends, from right 
after Thanksgiving and continuing 
throughout December, our raptor 
handlers were able to take four or 
more Ambassadors at a time. We 
were provided a wonderful space 
in the Academy’s East Garden in 
which we were able to introduce 
these beautiful birds to children 
and adults, representing a large 
international audience.
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A northern pygmy-owl was discovered 
the afternoon of January 11 in the 

middle of Highway 1 near Annapolis Road 
in Sea Ranch.  After an experienced Field Rescue 
volunteer living in Sea Ranch checked flight 
capability the next morning, this little owl was 
delivered to the Center. Supervisor Zulema Zer-
meno performed the admit exam and found that 
it was well-fleshed at a weight of 67 grams, with 
all feathering in good condition and no apparent 
injuries—not bad for most likely being hit by a car! 

After being given fluids and resting the first night, 
it was apparent that we had a feisty little owl on 
our hands.  It readily progressed from being hand 
fed bite-sized pieces of mouse to a whole mouse 
and part of a quail, though clicking and puffing up 
its feathers with any interaction. During the first 
flight test at the Bird Rescue Center, we discovered 
a noticeable disability of the right wing, and a 
re-examination revealed a slight swelling of the 
radius/ulna area. 

A vet visit confirmed a possible fracture of the 
right ulna, but with the radius intact a wing wrap 
was unnecessary, and a week of box rest was 
prescribed. One week later a second flight test 
showed vast improvement, with the owl weav-
ing around the aviary hallway and our nets. It was 
then moved into an aviary to get some more flight 
practice, though it also practiced dragging its food 
from a floor platform to the top of the aviary and 
hiding it in a perch holder (mind you, the food is 
about as large as it is). After a few days of zipping 
around and looking curiously at us while upside 
down, it was released back to Sea Ranch at a 
healthy weight of 80 grams (nearly 3 ounces). 

Though this northern pygmy-owl worked its way 
into many hearts at Bird Rescue Center, we are 
thankful to those that acted quickly to rescue 
and transport it to us so that we could allow it the 
proper time to heal and release it back to its true 
home. 

Ashton Kluttz 
Rehabilitation Supervisor

Northern pygmy-owl — a success story

Actual size!  
Don’t let its small stature 
fool you. The northern 
pygmy-owl, a diurnal 
raptor, is plenty tough. 
Typical adult height is 
about 7 inches.

Preparing for release
When raptors have been in rehab 
for an extended period, they need 
some conditioning prior to their 
release back into the wild.  This 
entails tethered flights — called 
creancing. This workout helps them 
rebuild their strength and endur- 
ance for the rigors of life in the wild.

Raptor Rescue... Rehabilitation... and Release!
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White-tailed kite release
White-tailed kites are a particularly chal-
lenging species to recuperate in a reha-
bilitation environment. They are extremely 
energetic and are prone to feather damage, 
even though we take special precautions 
while they are housed in the Center’s Raptor 
Hospital. It is essential that we fast-track these 
birds as best we can when preparing them 
for release. An exception to this occurred with 
one particular bird admitted after falling from 
its nest in early September. After a week’s 
recuperative stay at the hospital, it was ready  
for release on the morning of September 16th.  

I got the bird safely into a transport box and  
headed off to the area in Rohnert Park where 
it had been rescued by one of our Field Rescue 
volunteers. The problem was that we could not 
release the bird at the exact same spot it had 
rescued. An aggressive dog on the property, and 
dense housing in the area, prevented that. I went 
in search of some adult kites that could take this 
youngster under their wing and teach it how to 
hunt and survive. Little did I know at the start of 
the day that this would be one of the most frustrat-
ing release days I would ever have.

Releasing a young kite requires taking it out of the 
transport box, holding its legs and keeping it close 
to your chest to prevent injury or feather damage 
to the bird.  The kite will then vocalize and hope-
fully attract other kites. Well, on this particular day 
there must have been a Northern California white-
tailed kite conference being held well beyond the 
Rohnert Park / Santa Rosa area. I spent over four 
hours attempting to find a suitable release situ-
ation for this bird, to no avail. Both the bird and I 
were exhausted. Unfortunately, a couple of its tail 
feathers had released at the follicle and we were 
going to have to keep the kite until it had regained 
complete tail plumage. If a bird does not have all 
its tail feathers, it is greatly impacted in its ability to 
escape predators.

By the first week of November the kite had grown 
the new tail feathers and was once again ready 
to go. Accompanied by former Executive Director 
Alida Morzenti, I drove to the roost site in Rohnert 
Park, where we had released three young kites in 
September. While we had talked to people that 
had seen kites in the area as recently as the day 
before, there were none to be found at the roost 
site. We then set out on a kite quest.  

We drove east 
on Rohnert Park 
Expressway to-
ward Petaluma 
Hill Road. As we 
approached Pet-
aluma Hill Road, 
we observed a 
tractor tilling a 
very large open 
field just north 
of the University. 
Alida smiled and 

told me what a perfect white-tailed kite hunting 
ground we had found, now we just had to hope 
the kites had found it as well. 

We got the bird and walked out into the field 
to contact the tractor operator. If there are any 
groups of people who are familiar with bird activ-
ity in the area, it’s the farmers and those out in the 
fields all day constantly observing their move-
ments. The tractor operator gave us good news; he 
had seen kites hunting the field every day. He then 
gave us permission to go further onto the property 
and attempt to release our kite. We trekked about 
150 yards to a small stand of trees in the middle 
of the field. While trudging through the soft soil, 
we saw several in the distance hunting. When 
we got to the trees we place our young kite on a 
low branch and moved away to observe. The kite 
remained in the tree for several minutes. When an 
adult kite approached close to the area the juvenile 
left the tree and flew off to join the adult. Finally, 
our white-tailed kite’s wait for freedom was over.          

Brad Marsh

Burrowing owl release
The burrowing owl population in Sonoma  
County has long been on a steady decline, due in 
large part to habitat loss from residential, commer-
cial and agricultural growth. Fewer than two dozen 
of these diurnal owls have been admitted at the 
Center over the past 25 years. It is therefore espe-
cially rewarding when we have the opportunity  
to rehabilitate and release a threatened species 
such as this.

In early October we admitted an adult burrowing 
owl found on a rural property in southwest Sebas-
topol. The property owner had discovered the owl 

Raptor Rescue... Rehabilitation... and Release!

continues on page 8

2011 ’s first babies 
arrive—and depart

The call came just as I walked in 
the door. Both supervisors were in, 
so we decided one of us could be 
spared for the rescue. With a large 
net and pet carrier in tow I headed 
out to round up a mama duck and 
babies, who were at the time resid-
ing in the Coddingtown Center 
parking lot. 

I called the finder to inform them 
that I was on my way, but the 
finder had already enlisted people 
to help round up the family and 
put them in a box, and they were 
now on their way to the Center.

The mama mallard and babies 
arrived in a flimsy cabbage box, so 
we decided to transfer them to a 
sturdier one. As soon as the mama 
was picked up, she bolted from 
our hands and was flying back and 
forth in the volunteer and educa-
tion rooms. We gave chase and 
soon caught her with the net and 
got her back in the box.

With the family now safely pack-
aged, I took them on a short car 
ride to Howarth Park. I found a 
more secluded area in which to 
release them, took off the lid and 
laid the box on its side near the  
water. Without hesitation the 
mama waddled right out, looked 
at me and vocalized, then slipped 
into the water of Lake Ralphine, 
with all 15(!) babies following close 
behind her.

Zulema Zermeno 
Rehabilitation Supervisor

I found a bird.  
Now what?
First, give us a call! We’ll help you 
assess the situation and advise you 
on what to do next. In addition, 
there’s lots of info on our website. 
Check it out at: birdrescuecenter.
org/rescueinfo.htm 
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Bird Brains 
with Michelle Lanting

A bird’s sternum forms the base for 
the skeletal form called a keel, a plow-
like slab of bone that is the attach-
ment point for the large, powerful 
flight muscles. Keel size provides a 
clue to a bird species’ flight ability. 
Power or distance flyers will usually 
have a larger keel than species less 
adept at flying. 

What do you know?

The largest keel of any 
bird, proportionally, is 
found on:

A  The peregrine falcon, who will 
literally travel the world and cross 
oceans for a few years, before it ma-
tures into adulthood.

B The chimney swift, who lives, eats, 
mates, and sometimes sleeps on the 
wing, only coming down to nest.

C Hummingbirds, who are able to  
fly backwards and forwards and hover 
in one place.

 

Some birds don’t have  
a keel. They are:

A  precocial game birds such as 
chickens and quail, since they don’t 
fly very much.

B ratites, which include ostriches, 
emus, rheas and others, who don’t 
even have a wishbone!

C penguins, since they don’t fly but 
rather swim through the water, and 
have no need for a keel.

Answers    The first answer is C, the hummingbirds. 
They may be the smallest birds, but proportionally, they 
have the largest keel. It is necessary for them to be able 
to hover and fly with such speed and agility. Our local 
Allen’s and Rufous hummingbirds are also migratory, 
flying long distances between their winter and summer 
grounds.

The second answer is B, the ratites. Besides ostriches, 
emus and rheas, they include cassowaries and kiwis. 
They are all flightless birds and yes, lack both a wishbone 
and a keel.

Source: Smithsonian Q&A: Birds by Christina Wilsdon

You may have noticed more sounds around the 
neighborhood, and winged blurs flashing and flit-

ting by, going from here to there. While welcoming 
the recent beautiful weather, there is a tingle in 
the air here at Bird Rescue…we’re waiting for the 
babies to arrive! 

On the passerine/corvid side, over the winter 
we’ve had a few adult birds come in but most 
recently we’ve had our first fledgling, a MODO 
(mourning dove, if you need to brush up on your 
abbreviations). In case you’re wondering, it is cur-
rently eating on its own and in an aviary finishing 
out its feather growth. With the admittance of our 
first baby, we’ve also been finishing up our prepa-
rations for the season. 

Throughout the winter we’ve slowly been 
chipping away at our ever-changing To Do List: 
stocking up on nests and liners in every room, 
organizing or reorganizing each room, and we’ve 
even moved on to painting and weeding. We’re 
also working on repairing gear for this season, and 
completed some necessary repairs to the building, 
including the kitchen sink! We try to improve the 
Center in any way we can; for example, we were 

able to test new ways of keeping ants out of the 
food dishes in the aviary (as many of you know, 
those ants are quite determined), and found a 
working solution. We have really put our heads 
together between supervisors and volunteers 
to think of everything we could possibly do to 
prepare ourselves. 

I think I can speak for all of the supervisors that we 
are fully prepared for the onslaught of babies that 
will undoubtedly work their way to the Center. As 
our To Do List dwindles, anticipation builds for the 
season to begin, and we are ready and waiting!

Ashton Kluttz 
Rehabilitation Supervisor

We’re ready!
Spring 2011 
wish list
• Dawn dish soap

• 50-foot garden hoses

• Industrial grade  
 shop vac

• Kleenex (lotion-free)

• Toilet paper

• Zip-lock freezer bags (gallon size)

• VIVA paper towels

• Regular paper towels

• Bleach (not Clorox Ultra, which  
 contains lye)

• Non-latex exam gloves, small, medium  
 and large

• Non-latex dishwashing gloves, medium  
 and large

• Newspaper (non-glossy)

• Coolers – new or gently used with lid,  
 approximately 30in x 18in or larger
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Many hands...
Groundskeeping and maintenance 
at the Center are constant concerns. 
This year we have instituted a series 
of “work parties” to keep up with 
these demands. 

The first was on Saturday, January 
15, when eight volunteers met to 
repair the deep ruts in our parking 
area. Everyone agreed that working 
together for that morning was not 
only productive, but we had a good 
time, too. 

The idea germinated to schedule a 
few more, offering the opportunity 
for members to participate. Another 
work party was held on April 9, and 
more are in the works. 

Be seen in Flight
Show your love of birds, your sup-
port for the Center, and help offset 
our printing and mailing costs by 
placing an ad in Flight. 

Contact Gregor Nelson at gregor@
ndesign.com for rates, ad guidelines 
and more.

  

Join us!

Membership
Application

  Junior (under 18)    $20

  Student (18 and over)    $20

  Senior (60+)    $20

 Individual  $35

  Family  $50

  Contributing  $75

  Sustaining  $100

  Sponsor  $500

  Benefactor  $1,000

Yes!  Sign me up today at the level I’ve selected below    please print legibly

This is a     New Membership         Renewal

  Please contact me regarding a bequest or memorial gift.

Name  

Address  

City    State   Zip 

Phone  

Email  

With your Bird Rescue Center membership, you will receive our biannual newsletter 
and a window decal, along with the knowledge that your tax-deductible contribution 
provides food and medicine necessary for the recovery, rehabilitation and release of 
wild native birds. 

Mail to:   The Bird Rescue Center
 PO	Box	475	
	 Santa	Rosa,	CA	95402

Enclosed is my check for   $    
payable to Bird Rescue Center

   You may thank me by name in the BRC newsletter and/or on  
 the BRC website.

   I prefer to remain anonymous.

   Please add me to BRC’s email list to receive occasional email updates.

Thank you for your interest and generosity!
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Wildlife, Pet Portraits  
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BIA 2009

Colleen Caubin  fine art
Snowy Egrets at Bodega, oil

Hours
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Sun  7am – 4 pm

Downtown Bakery & Creamery
308 A Center Street in Healdsburg

707/431-2719
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tangled up in some dense foliage. It appeared that 
the owl had “tweaked” a wing, but was in other-
wise perfect shape. A couple of weeks of rest were 
all that was needed. After insuring its flight ability, 
it was ready for release.

I contacted the property owner and arranged to 
meet her at her home on the morning of October 
16th. She was kind enough to remove her horses 
from one of her pastures so the owl could more 
safely adapt to its environment. When I arrived I 
took the owl out into the middle of the field. When 
I opened the release box, it immediately flew out 
with great speed to a nearby tree at the edge of 
the pasture.  The area was perfect for the burrow-

ing owl colony, 
with lots of open 
area and plenty of 
gopher holes.

Hopefully our  
rehabilitated 
friend, along with 
the rest of the 
colony, will thrive 
and multiply in this 
environment.    

Brad Marsh

Burrowing owl release  continues from page 5

The BRC mission 

The Bird Rescue Center  
has two primary missions:

To rescue, rehabilitate and 
release orphaned, injured or 
ill native wild birds.

To educate the public 
regarding the natural history 
and ecological importance 
of these birds.

BRC  
goodies!
We have a selection of BRC 
merchandise available at the 
Center on Visitor Days (see 
the sidebar on page 2 for 
days and times).

T-shirts (two designs), 
embroidered caps, sturdy 
zippered totebags and fun 
finger puppets are among 
our current offerings.

See photos at: birdrescue-
center.org/merch

The Bird rescue Center is	located	at	3430	Chanate	Rd,	
near Sutter Medical Center in Santa Rosa. 
Phone			707/523-2473	[BIRD]				 
Website   birdrescuecenter.org

We’re all for the birds 
— let’s keep ‘em flying!

A special chorus  
of thanks to... 
•	 Dr.	David	Rupiper	for	his	donation	 
 of supplies, as well as his time and  
 continuing compassionate veterinary  
 care of our resident and rehab birds.

•	 The	Teddy	Foundation	

•	 The	Estate	and	Family	of	Martha	Bentley

•	 The	Estate	of	Dr.	Gertrude	Van	Steyn

•	 The	Robert	M.	Russell	Trust

•	 Jim	Cunningham,	General	Contractor,	for	 
 his help with remodeling the library and  
 meeting room.


