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Fur reimagined at Livingston Furs pop-up in downtown Burlington
By Jane Muller

While the Livingston Furs downtown Burlington pop-up 
shop is only temporary, the furs it sells can last a lifetime and 
can even span generations.

Natural and durable, a fur garment can be restyled, 
reimagined and transformed. Grandma’s formal full-length 
mink coat worn on special occasions can become a coat for 
everyday wear. 

“We are the antidote to throw-away fashion,” says stor-
eowner and fourth generation furrier Alan Livingston. 
Livingston’s downtown Hamilton location has been providing 
sustainable fashion for decades with roots back to Livingston’s  
grandfathers. Livingston Furs has also been a part of the retail 
hub of Downtown Burlington for more 20 years.

The captivating store window displays at the 481 John 
St. Burlington location celebrate the company’s “decades of 
fine fur craftsmanship and style”. Alan has high praise for the 
Sheridan College visual merchandising arts program teachers 
and students who creatively interpreted the message of fur’s 
resiliency: “Reuse, recycle, reimagine your furs.”

In practice, Livingston explains that shortening a traditional 
mink coat to a more practical and lighter-weight knee length, 
shearing the fur to slim the look and updating the style and 

fit is transformative. Reimaging a fur often includes making 
it reversible with a water repellent shell “creating a coat that 
can be worn two ways”. “Women absolutely love it,” he adds.  
Some furs simply require repairs while others are better suited 
to be transformed into a throw blanket or cushions.

“A fascinating trend is the many young women who go 
nuts over vintage furs, often from the‘60s. They are wearing 
mink stoles for their weddings, and black Persian lamb jackets,” 
Livingston notes.

Livingston’s can custom design to almost any idea. During 
the gift-giving season a wide selection of fur accessories, from 
gloves to knitted fur scarves and hats, can be found at the 
pop-up, and later at their Hamilton factory showroom.

Walk-in customers are welcome with physical distanc-
ing accommodated. To ensure access customers can call 
905-528-1177 and set up an appointment to check out the 
merchandise or discuss a reimagined fur at the pop-up shop. 

Livingston’s Pop Up Store goes until at least late January, 
and then it’s back to the permanent downtown Hamilton 
location where it has operated for more than100 years. The 
Livingston tradition of personal service, attention to detail, 
and quality craftsmanship continues. 

Visit Livingston’s Pop Up Store at 481 John St. Burlington.
One of three window displays created by Sheridan College visual 
merchandizing arts program students for the Livingston Fur pop-up.


