
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Original Foundation 
Director Retiring 

After 22 Years 
By Michele Barker 

     Award. The South Carolina Chapter of The Wildlife Soci-
ety bestowed their highest honor, the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, upon him in 2021.  

 

    Ernie has spoken at the Smithsonian’s National        Mu 

     He  holds  three  academic  degrees,  has  mentored   
dozens of students, served on numerous boards and has 
been the director of a  prestigious wildlife foundation for 
22 years, yet Ernie Wiggers, PhD, President/CEO of 
Nemours Wildlife Foundation, simply prefers to be called 
“Ernie.” 
 

     Ernie will say the highlight of his time at Nemours is 
fostering future wildlife professionals, not accolades or 
recognition of his own accomplishments. But it was 
those accomplishments, along with the enduring         
admiration and respect of former students, coworkers, 
colleagues, foundation supporters and friends that led 
more than 200 guests to an enthusiastic standing ova-
tion after he spoke at the Foundation’s 25th anniversary 
in October. Festivities continued with a ribbon-cutting     
ceremony for the foundation’s new laboratory, named in 
his honor. 
 

     Ernie retires on December 31, 2021, after a career 
that initially took him far away from his South Carolina 
roots only to bring him back home years later. He grew 
up on a small, rural farm where his interest in the        
outdoors  was  nurtured   and   followed   his   two   older 
brothers  to   Clemson   University   where  he  says  he 
discovered, to his great surprise and delight, that one 

could actually obtain a degree in wildlife science. After 
earning his bachelor’s and master’s degrees at  Clemson, 
he headed west to earn his PhD at Texas Tech University. 
From there he joined the faculty at the University of  
Missouri and became chairman of the Fish and Wildlife    
Department. 
 

     In 1999, Ernie accepted the position of founding     
director of Nemours Wildlife Foundation. During his   
tenure, the foundation began hosting student interns, 
graduate students, and technicians in collaboration with 
multiple universities including Clemson University, the 
University of South Carolina, University of Georgia,    
Marshall University, Mississippi State University,         
Louisiana State University and University of Delaware. 
Research topics explored by these students, with      
oversight from Ernie and foundation staff, have ranged 
from   bobwhite  quail,  wild  turkeys  and  mottled  
ducks to eastern diamondback rattlesnakes,                  
red-cockaded  woodpeckers and the American alligator.      
 

     While  at  Nemours, Ernie helped establish  the  South   
 Carolina  Prescribed  Fire  Council and served  as its state 
chairman. He also chaired the south Carolina Chapter of 
the Wildlife Society and  serves on the ACE Basin Task 
Force. Recently he joined the board of Heritage         
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Ernie Wiggers with a retirement gift from the Nemours staff: 
a hand drawn map by Travis Folk laser engraved into pine.  
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     With bittersweet emotions, this will be 
my last report as President of the      
Foundation.  As I look at the scope of 
work appearing in this newsletter, I     
become excited about where our         
research and educational programs are 
headed.  However, what really excites me 
is seeing the enthusiasm each student 
has for their projects and watching these   
students grow, develop, and become  
professionals. I hope you, our supporters, 
share this excitement. 
     To Beau, Bubba, Heather, Justin,     
Landon, Michele, Peachie, Robert, and all 
former staff, I have enjoyed working with 
you tremendously and learned from each 
of you.  Each of you take considerable 
pride in your work.  Some of you now 
have children who are growing up on 
Nemours and I cannot imagine a better 
place for them.  I wish you and your   
families the best. 
     It is always risky to single out            
individuals when so many deserve to be 
acknowledged, but it is important for me 
to mention a few key people.   
     First, I am so thankful to have been 
able to know and work with Mrs. Laura 
duPont.  She was always kind to me and 
my family, extremely helpful, and         
tremendously funny.  She cared about 
the foundation deeply.   
     I also want to say a very powerful and 
earnest thank you to Colden R. Battey, Jr.  
I could always count on Colden for good, 
honest council.  Over time I came to    
realize he and I shared similar visions of 
where we wanted the foundation to go 
and that made our working relationship a 
friendship.  Colden, you are the absolute 
BEST. 

     There are two other people I feel I 
need to recognize: Doris Gene and       
Bernard Wiggers, my late parents.  They 
instilled in me the importance of right vs 
wrong and to always treat others as you 
would want to be treated.  One other 
nugget of wisdom my dad told his three 
sons was “If it is a job worth doing, then it 
is a job worth doing well.”  My parent’s 
teachings prepared me well for            
navigating life.  I have shared these with 
my own children many times because 
these words are still very valid.  Thanks 
Mom and Dad for providing a warm,   
loving home and an incredible childhood.  
I grew up in paradise! 
     My 22 years here have been an    
amazing and incredibly rewarding        
experience.  My journey from a small 
farm near Pomaria to this point in my life 
leave me with many memorable mo-
ments.  My wife, Hope, has been with me 
for all but the very first 20 years of my 
life’s journey and I am forever grateful 
she was willing to take this journey with 
me.  Along the way, Sloane and Bryan, 
joined us and continue to add enjoyment 
in ways I could have never imagined.  
Thank you, my family! 
     Now it is time for someone else’s  
leadership and vision for the foundation.  
But I leave knowing WE  - the past and  
present Board members, staff, our      
supporters, and our partners -               
accomplished more than some might 
have imagined possible 22 years ago and 
WE leave the Foundation well poised to 
take the next big step forward.  Without 
the ‘WE’ these accomplishments could 
not have been done.  Thank you all and I 
hope to see you again along our journeys. 

From the President: My Final Report 
By Ernie P. Wiggers, PhD 
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Community Farm, a non-profit, volunteer organization        
currently working with Whale Branch Middle School to 
help revitalize and expand the school’s campus greenhouse 
and gardens into an outdoor learning center.  
 

     In 2018 Ernie was presented with Clemson University’s  
College of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences highest  
alumni honor, the Distinguished Service Award. The South 
Carolina Chapter of The Wildlife Society also bestowed 
their highest honor, the Lifetime Achievement Award,    
upon Ernie in 2021.  
 

     He has spoken at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
African American History & Culture, to numerous civic 
groups and to fidgety kindergarteners. No matter the     
audience, his message is the same: the wonders of 
Nemours, the monumental achievements of those who 
built rice fields from swamps with their own hands, the 
immense diversity of species these habitats support, and 
the importance of research and conservation to maintain 
them.    
   

    The Nemours Wildlife Foundation staff and Board of           
Directors have been honored to work with Ernie. We and 
countless others have benefitted greatly from the 
knowledge of this kind, notoriously frugal, patient,          
generous and dedicated man, as has this precious property 
in the heart of the ACE  Basin. 

“Director Retiring” Continued from Page 1 

 

RESOLUTION 

Whereas Dr. Ernie P. Wiggers has served as Executive Director and CEO of the  
Nemours Wildlife Foundation  for 22 years; and 

 

Whereas Dr. Wiggers is recognized by his peers as a leader in the field of  Wildlife Conservation; and  
 

Whereas Dr. Wiggers has taken a new foundation to a position of  national prominence in that Nemours Wildlife   
Foundation is one of the leading Wildlife Foundations in the Southeastern United States; and 

 

Whereas the Foundation has provided educational opportunities for numerous interns and  
graduate students who will be the future leaders in Wildlife Conservation; and 

 

Whereas educational opportunities for the students and interns will be enhanced by the construction                              
of a wildlife laboratory at the Foundation. 

 

Now be here resolved by the Board of Directors of Nemours Wildlife Foundation that Ernie P. Wiggers, Ph.D. be     
commended for his 22-year service to the Foundation and that in appreciation of his dedication to the Foundation  

that the Laboratory henceforth shall be known as the Ernie P. Wiggers Ph.D. Laboratory 
 

The resolution to name the Foundation’s new lab for Dr. Wiggers, as passed unanimously by the Foundation’s Board 
of Directors and announced at the October 23rd  Friends of Nemours gathering/25th Anniversary Celebration. 

 
 

Ernie Wiggers doing two  
of his favorite things: 

 
 

 
 
 

Right, participating in 
hands on research.  In this 

case, helping secure the 
head of an 11 and a half 

foot alligator while a           
transmitter is attached.       

     

Left, teaching youngsters 
about the great outdoors. 
Pictured is Aime McShane, 
daughter of NWF board 
chairman Mike McShane 
and wife Gigi, and grand-
daughter of NWF founder 
Eugene duPont III. Aimee 
has since graduated from  
Clemson University. 
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NWF Celebrates 25th Anniversary with Opening  
of New Lab and Tributes to Retiring Director 

The October 23rd gathering to celebrate the Nemours Wildlife Foundation’s 25th Anniversary and its long time director 
brought together old friends and new, blasts from the past and glimpses of the future. Beautiful weather greeted  
more than 240 guests who were presented  with an update and farewell address from retiring NWF President/CEO  
Ernie Wiggers, testimonies of the benefits of the “Nemours experience” from two of the earliest students, and a ribbon 
cutting for the  foundation’s new state-of-the-art laboratory, named for Dr. Wiggers. Photos by Susan DeLoach. 

ABOVE: Dr. Cory Heaton, a Clemson 
graduate student at Nemours in 
2006, now a natural   resources 
agent with Clemson  Extension, 

speaks during the event. 

LEFT: Nemours’ first student intern, Heather  
Venter, returned to Nemours for the first time 
in nearly 20 years. Her heartfelt speech brought 
laughter and tears to all. 

LEFT: Members of the 
Nemours Board of Directors 
assist Dr. Wiggers with the 
laboratory ribbon cutting Left 
to right: Johnny  Williamson, 
Linda Demmer, Gerry    
Schulze (Vice Chairman),  
Alex Shuford (Treasurer), Dr.  
Wiggers, and Kevin Dukes. 
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ABOVE: Friends of NWF, Dr. John Gray and 
Mrs. Molly Gray speak with Mississippi 
State graduate student Stephen Clements . 

ABOVE: Nemours Board Chairman Mike McShane  
congratulates Dr. Wiggers . 

LEFT: Friend of NWF and former board 
member Martha Lynn Webb and     
grandson Henry Wreden view samples of 
submerged aquatic vegetation. 

 
RIGHT: Spring 2021 intern, recent 

Clemson graduate, and current      
Auburn University graduate  student  

Stephanie Braswell (right) explains  
work  she conducted at Nemours to 

guests Dr. Edda Fields Black (left) and 
Freda Woodward (center). 
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RReeggiioonnaall  WWoooodd  DDuucckk  SSttuuddyy  22002211  SSuummmmaarryy  
By Beau Bauer 

 
The 2021 field season for our collaborative regional wood duck recruitment study came to a bittersweet end this 
summer as our first group of master’s students wrapped up their data collection. Emily Miller and  Jacob  Shurba 
(Clemson University), along with Taylor Gibson (Mississippi State University), have begun writing their respective   
theses and expect to graduate in spring of 2022.  
     However, this study has at least another two years to go and we are excited to welcome a new batch of young 
professionals when field work resumes in early 2022.  Dylan Bakner (Louisiana State University) will  continue his PhD 
work collecting data for Louisiana and long-time Georgia technician, Chuck Farrell, will return as crew lead for the 
Florida study sites. Cindy Von Haugg, who served as crew lead in North Carolina (2020) and South Carolina (2021) will 
begin her master’s project with Clemson  University on a companion study examining natural cavity availability and 
use by wood ducks. 
     This study began in response to waterfowl biologists across the southeastern United States prioritizing a need to  
estimate recruitment (female ducklings returning to nest boxes as breeding adults) from nest boxes to better        
evaluate the efficiency and economics of wood duck nest box programs.   
    Study sites represent the Mid and South Atlantic Flyway (Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida) and lower Mississippi Flyway (Mississippi and Louisiana) wherein we sampled 1,437 nest boxes.  
 

ABOVE: Louisiana State University waterfowl professor, Dr. K. 
Ringelman (L), and Ph.D. student, D. Bakner (R), marking a       
black-bellied whistling duck with a leg band and PIT tag. 

 

Wood Duck  
Study Highlights: 

 
Box use was 83.4%  

 

Cumulative nest fates included 
42%  successful 

23.9% abandoned 
27.8% depredated.  

 

Of recaptured wood ducks, we           
observed 85 returning females that              
were marked as ducklings in 2020 

 

In total, from 2020–2021,  
we have marked an astounding  

12,393 ducklings  
and measured  
38,381 eggs! 

 
A detailed report is available at our website: 

www.nemourswildlifefoundation.org 
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It’s All about Partnership! 
 
Nemours Wildlife Foundation is grateful to 
contribute to these studies through the 
generosity of our supporters and partners: 
• Delaware Department of Natural    

Resources and Environmental         
Control, Delaware Wild Lands,        
Maryland  Department of Natural   
Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife     
Refuge System, South Carolina        
Department of Natural Resources, 
Georgia Department of Natural       
Resources, Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and             
Fisheries, Mississippi Department       
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks,       
and Clemson University’s James C. 
Kennedy Waterfowl & Wetlands    
Conservation Center for their            
financial, logistical, and technical          
support.  

• The U.S.G.S. Bird Banding Laboratory 
for their assistance with permitting 
and promoting leg band and web tag 
recoveries. We acknowledge J. B.    
Davis (Mississippi State University),   
G. R. Hepp (Professor Emeritus,       
Auburn University), J. T. Anderson   
and R. M. Kaminski (Clemson           
University), K. M. Ringelman  
(Louisiana State University), P. 
Schmidt, and C. K. Williams (University 
of Delaware) for their strategic        
development of this study and       
technical assistance.  

• The graduate and undergraduate    
students and technicians from       
partnering universities and agencies 
for their diligent data collection. 

 

ABOVE: Delmarva Peninsula technicians, H. Schley (L; University of 
Delaware) and N. Simmons (R;  Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources), conducting box checks on Millington WMA, MD. 

ABOVE: Mississippi State University M.S. student, T. Gibson,         
conducting an egg count on Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National 
Wildlife Refuge, MS. 
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TThhee  SSttuuddeenntt  SSeeccttiioonn  
    STEPHEN CLEMENTS is a Mississippi State University  
Ph.D. student studying waterfowl diets and forage abundance 
in managed and non-managed wetlands of the South Atlantic. 
He is from Mt. Pleasant, SC and received his B.S. from      
Clemson University in 2016. He returns to coastal South     
Carolina after several years in Mississippi, completing his  
master’s degree and working for USDA’s National Wildlife 
Research Center.  
 

    Stephen’s project builds upon Nemours Biologist Beau  
Bauer’s recent submerged aquatic vegetation and                
invertebrate sampling in managed tidal impoundments by 
expanding the study area to include other regions important 
for waterfowl along the coast and multiple habitat types.   
Stephen will use traditional and state of the art (i.e.,           
environmental DNA) methods to evaluate waterfowl diets.       

    This work will improve carrying capacity modeling efforts 
by the Atlantic Coast Joint Venture and its partners, who 
strive to meet population-based habitat objectives set by the 
North American Waterfowl Management Plan. Stephen and 
his technician, Chuck Farrell, have completed one year of  
habitat sampling and will be collecting samples from hunter 
harvest ducks this winter for DNA analysis of prey items.  
 

    Born and raised in Frederick, Maryland, CHUCK FARRELL 
graduated from Frostburg State  University in December 
2019 with a B.S. degree in Wildlife & Fisheries  Biology. While 
he knew he wanted to pursue a career in wildlife biology, it  
wasn’t clear exactly which path until 2018. After  going on his 
first duck hunt and enrolling in ornithology the following  
semester, he fell in love with waterfowl. 
 

    Chuck has worked as a technician on the Southeastern 
Wood Duck Recruitment Project in Georgia for two seasons, 
maintaining nest boxes, banding nesting wood ducks,    
measuring egg dimensions, and web-tagging ducklings.                                                                                

    He currently is assisting PhD student Stephen Clements 
with collecting samples of submerged aquatic vegetation, 
macroinvertebrates, soil cores, and agriculture fields that are 
specifically managed for waterfowl use.  
 

    Chuck is developing his own graduate research project and 
hopes to pursue a master’s degree researching waterfowl 
foraging habits. His goal is to work with preserving habitat 
for wintering diving ducks on the Chesapeake Bay and inspir-
ing future generations of conservationists. 
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    JORDAN MCCALL (RIGHT)  graduates in December with a degree in     
wildlife and fisheries biology from Clemson University with minors in          
biological sciences and forest resource management. Here she describes her 
summer at Nemours.  
 
 

“A highlight was designing and implementing my own  
alligator survey on the property.”   

 

    After researching field techniques and factors to consider, I came up with a 
nighttime spotlight survey that was completed on three different ponds. The 
purpose was to determine the density of each age class, and I found primarily 
younger individuals on the property. 
 

       My ultimate goal is to work in private wetland and waterfowl management, 
so contributing to the Southeastern Wood Duck Project was another valuable 
experience. I worked with field technicians on wood duck box checks, habitat 
measurements, and web tagging ducklings. It was a pleasure to be a part of 
this groundbreaking research.  
 

     I also was able to accompany Beau Bauer and Ernie Wiggers on birding 
tours. Each time I went out, I saw species of birds I would never have had the 
opportunity to see otherwise, including painted buntings, roseate  spoonbills, 
blue grosbeaks, etc.  
 

     Assisting Audubon South Carolina’s banding of a Swainson’s Warbler was another incredible opportunity. With 
limited research available on this species, the nanotags bands will help track their migration.  
 
 
 

“Seeing that warbler detected on the MOTUS tower at Nemours and learning                                                
how this  technology works was cool!” 

      
    LOGAN ROACH (RIGHT) is a Clemson student (graduating in May 2022)  
majoring in biological sciences with minors in wildlife & fisheries biology and 
chemistry.  
 

    He says his summer internship at Nemours was an incredible  learning and 
growth experience: During my internship, I worked on callback  surveys and 
camera traps for black rails, Red-cockaded Woodpecker (RCW) cavity checks, 
alligator spotlight surveys, and assisted with the Southeast Wood Duck Nest  
Project. I helped technician Chuck Farrell at the Georgia wood duck site for a 
few weeks and loved the hands-on capture of hens and ducklings.  
 
 

“The thrill of holding a duckling never got old and releasing a hen 
you just banded is a moment of awe.” 

 
 

    Black rail camera traps were another highlight. While they did not indicate 
any black rails, they revealed the amazing variety of animals that call       
managed wetlands home. Of all the opportunities my  internship provided, 
my personal favorite was the alligator spotlight  surveys I worked on with 
fellow  intern Jordan McCall.  
 
 

“The sheer number of alligators was astounding,  and the variety of sizes was just as impressive.”       
 

   As an intern, I have learned so much about the different habitats Nemours provides. From pine  savannas to 
coastal marshes, each habitat allows for various organisms that add to the biodiversity.   
 
 

                “I have learned lessons and gained knowledge that I will use for years to come.” 
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 NNeewwss  &&  NNootteess......  
Twenty Years with NWF 

     Congratulations and a huge thank you to Robert Kitler 
(Left) and Justin Rickenbaker (Right) on the occasion of their 
twentieth anniversary with Nemours! 
 

     Robert and Justin joined Nemours in 2001 working under 
former plantation manager Ray Bass. When Bass retired in 
2017, the two lifelong friends became  co-managers. While 
they both do at least a little of everything (more like a lot!) 
on the property, Robert oversees plantation operations 
while Justin’s focus is land   stewardship. Both live on the 
foundation’s property with their families so theirs is never a 
9-5 job.  
 

    We are grateful for their dedication and we look forward 
to continuing to work with them long into the future. 

Photo by Pete Laurie 

    Eddie Mills , the  foundation’s 
first staff biologist surprised us 
with a visit in November! Here are 
some of his impressions of 
Nemours after quite a few years 
away: 
 

     “I was fortunate to get to visit 
Nemours Plantation for the first 
time in nearly eight years.  It was 
great to reunite with Ernie and 
Beau and to see the rest of the old 

gang: Peachie, Robert, and Justin, and meeting the 
newer members of the staff was a treat. 
 

     Ernie and Beau took me to see some of my favorite 
places from back in the day and I was pleased to see 
that excellent stewardship of this beautiful property 
has continued. The managed impoundments were in 
great condition and were already holding many ducks.  
The pine savanna, a place I had spent quite a bit of 
time, was  maturing with some nice understory and it 
was  exciting to hear that both Red-Cockaded Wood-
peckers and Eastern Diamondbacks had established 
homes there! 
 

     The recently completed lab was very impressive,   
not only aesthetically pleasing but  it contained all the 
necessities for high level research to continue long into 
the future.  

   The day ended with lunch at  Lowcountry  Produce, 
one of the best BLT’s I’ve ever had, but next time I may 
give more notice so I can get in on some of Peachie’s 
cooking! Thanks to all my friends at Nemours for       
accommodating me on such short  notice.  I really     
enjoyed the day!” 

Ernie Wiggers (Left) and Eddie Mills (Right) in 1999 in 
front of the new sign on Stroban Road where the       
foundation’s office was originally located. 

A Most Welcomed Visitor! 
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Visiting Groups 
Along with numerous birding excursions with members of the Friends of Nemours Wildlife Foundation                        

and other guests, the foundation hosted several groups this summer and fall: 
 

• The ACE Basin Task Force (July) 
• Andrew M Shedlock, PhD ,  Associate Professor of Marine Science & Environmental Studies,  

College of Charleston Biology Department, and nine department graduate students (October). 
• Leadership Beaufort (November) 
• Spring Island’s Lowcountry Institute Master Naturalist class led by Dr. Chris Marsh and Tony Mills 

(November) 

     Students, Nemours staff, and colleagues had an      
inspiring visit with Norm Brunswig, courtesy of Friend of 
NWF and former board member Lane Morrison, on July 
28, 2021.  
     Brunswig retired in 2014 after a 41-year career with 
the National Audubon Society, during which he           
functioned continuously as the manager of the Francis 
Beidler Forest Sanctuary in South Carolina. Under his 
leadership the Forest grew from 3,400 to over 17,000 
acres. During his long career Brunswig also held several 

regional and national sanctuary department administra-
tive positions. From 1996 until he retired, he was     
Audubon South Carolina’s Executive Director and        
National Audubon Society Vice President.  
     This was a wonderful opportunity for our students to 
hear from a variety of long time wildlife professionals, 
ask them questions, and discuss the ins and outs of the 
field. 

 

(Biographical information for Mr. Brunswig courtesy of the  
Amphibian & Reptile Trust International website) 

ABOVE: Clockwise from left: Clemson student Logan Roach, Tom Murphy (SCDNR Retired), Lane Morrison, Norm 
Brunswig, Clemson graduate student Jacob Shurba, Mississippi State PhD student Stephen Clements, Nemours         
biologist Beau Bauer, Dr. Ernie Wiggers, Clemson student Jordan McCall and Mark Purcell, manager of the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service’s Ernest F. Hollings ACE Basin National Wildlife Refuge . 

Conversations with the Pros 
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NEMOURS WILDLIFE FOUNDATION 
161 Nemours Plantation Rd. 
Yemassee, SC 29945 

Follow us on Facebook and our newly designed website, www.nemourswildlifefoundation.org. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Our newsletter will undergo some changes beginning with this issue and  
continuing into next year as I sharpen my desk top publishing skills. So expect the unexpected!  

 

May you have a wonderful holiday season and a happy new year! 
- Michele Barker 

 

 

 

NEMOURS LOGO GOES HERE 


