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President’s Perspective:  Lessons from a Corn Snake 

A few weeks ago we were privileged to have Rudy 
Mancke participate in our annual meeting of the Friends of 
Nemours Wildlife Foundation, and received an unsolicited 
endorsement for our program.  Rudy is a world-class natu-
ralist and is widely known for his critically acclaimed SC-
ETV program Nature Scene which ran from 1978 to 2002.  
Many might credit Rudy for fueling their interest in nature 
as his passion for everything dealing with the natural 
world is very infectious. 

During his presentation, Rudy spoke often of his childhood 
experiences where 
his curiosity about 
nature was devel-
oped and nurtured.  
Although his parents 
did not necessarily 
encourage their 
young son to bring 
home, dissect, and 
study all of the two, 
four, six, eight, and 
no legged creatures 
that somehow ap-
peared in their 
home, they did not 
discourage his curi-
osity either. 

Some of Rudy‟s best childhood adventures occurred on his 
Uncle‟s farm in rural, central South Carolina.  On one oc-
casion, he saw his Uncle climb down from the tractor, run 
into the corn field, and stomp feverishly about the ground.  
When Rudy arrived on the scene, his Uncle pointed to a 
well-stomped and dead, brightly colored snake.  Rudy im-
mediately identified the unfortunate creature as the com-
mon corn snake.  This snake probably received its name 
because its skin is marked in yellow and orange colors and 
resembles the color of corn in the fall. 

   

The name „corn‟ snake may lead the uninformed, includ-
ing apparently Rudy‟s Uncle, to believe these snakes eat 
corn and are therefore unwelcomed on a farm.   After 
calming down from the stomping he gave the snake, 
Rudy‟s Uncle pointed to the large cylindrical bulge in the 
snake‟s belly and proudly told Rudy if he needed any con-
vincing then just look at the ear of corn in the culprits‟ 
belly.  Of course, Rudy could not resist the invitation to 
dissect the snake.  He pulled out his Mom‟s scissors he 
kept in his back pocket for just such occasions, and opened 
the snake.  To his Uncle‟s surprise, no ear of corn fell out; 
instead a large, dead rat flopped onto the ground.  And 
then to further drive the lesson home, Rudy opened the rat, 
again using his Mom‟s scissors, and out poured golden 
kernels of corn much to his Uncle‟s disbelief. 

This lesson was not wasted as Rudy recalled sometime 
later witnessing his Uncle run into the grass along the edge 
of his driveway with shovel in hand; but this time instead 
of feet stomping and shovel flailing, his Uncle used the 
shovel to gently lift a live corn snake and carry it to his 
barn where he happily released it. 

It is easy to jump to the wrong conclusions when we don‟t 
have all of the facts.  This is especially true about our natu-
ral world, which can be much more complex and interre-
lated upon careful examination than we might see at first 
glance.   This is one of the justifications we use for our 
scientific studies on animals like the marsh hen.  The life-
cycle of these secretive birds is 
closely tied to our tidal 
marshes.  Therefore, king and 
clapper rails may be good indi-
cators of the overall health of 
our marshes.  Strong popula-
tions of rails may indicate good 
marsh health which equates to 
clean shell-fish beds and pro-
ductive bird and fish nurseries.  
The healthier our ecosystems , 
the healthier we are and the 
better our quality of life. 
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“A naturalist is a person 
who studies the world of  

nature and marvels at it…”  
-Rudy Mancke. 

Laura duPont gets up close to a Harris‟s 
Hawk during the annual Friends meeting. 

Rudy Mancke shows off                   
the hide of a corn snake. 

In early December we hosted the 5th and 6th grade classes 
from Beaufort Academy for a 2 day and 1 night education-
al experience as part of their interim semester activities.  
When young students visit Nemours, I always like to inform 
them about the place they are about to explore includ-
ing giving them a sense of where they are geographically. 
I often start with a map 
of the ACE Basin.  When 
explaining about the ACE 
Basin, I take great pride 
in mentioning that this 
place has been designat-
ed one of the last great 
places on Earth, and I re-
peat Last Great Places on 
Earth several times hoping 
it connects with the kids.  
Too often we think the re-
ally interesting places exist 
somewhere far off, but in 
reality one of the Earth’s 
special places is just out-
side our back door and is 
called the ACE Basin.

Dr. Patrick McMillan whom 
many know through his 
SCETV program titled 
Expeditions with Patrick 
McMillan was recently at Nemours as our keynote speaker 
for the Friends of Nemours Wildlife Foundation recognition 
event.  Dr. McMillan is a world-class botanist and is the 
newly appointed Director of the SC Botanical Gardens in 
Clemson, SC.  He mentioned he was about to lead a group 
from SC on a trip to Chile, and in preparation studied a 
plant taxonomy book for Chile.  He half-joked this wasn’t a 
tremendous task because there were only about 550 plant 
species in the entire country. He contrasted this by saying 
there were some 1,200 different plant species in Beaufort 
County alone, so which place might really be the more 
interesting to explore?

In his presentation to the Friends group, Patrick brought up 
the topic of legacies and wondered aloud what the legacy 
might be for each person in the audience.  He stated that 
intentionally or not we will all leave some type of legacy and 
used as an example the shell circles or shell middens left be-
hind by early Native Americans.  There is great speculation 

about the how and why 
behind these shell mid-
dens with many theories 
being proposed, but Dr. 
McMillan reminded us 
these could be nothing 
more than early American 
garbage dump sites. 

In his closing remarks, 
Dr. McMillan eloquently 
demonstrated why our 
conservation efforts here 
are so important and why 
where we live is a very 
special place.  During a 
visit to the Lowcountry 
coast in the fall of 2009, 
Dr. McMillan spotted a 
Red Knot feeding in a 
wetland.  He noticed the 
bird had a band on one 
leg and with his binocu-

lars he was able to read the band number.  Later that win-
ter, he traveled to Chile and on the coast there noticed Red 
Knots feeding in the marsh.  Upon closer inspection he saw 
one was banded and, yes unbelievably, the number on the 
band was the same as the one he saw previously in SC.  The 
Red Knot was now enjoying the warmth of Chile’s summer, 
having traveled from somewhere near the Arctic Circle 
where it nested during our summer season, and now was 
12,000 miles south enjoying summer in South America.  
Along the way it made a much needed stop to refuel in the 
clean, rich marshes of the ACE Basin.  The fact that we have 
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abundant, clean, diverse wetlands makes this a very special 
place for Red Knots and hundreds of other species which 
depend upon our wetlands for life.  Included in this list is, 
of course, Homo sapiens and that is why it is important for 
our youth to know that this place where they live is special, 
and is one legacy they should want to see endure.

Eugene and Laura duPont left a wonderful legacy when 
they created the Nemours Wildlife Foundation and forev-
er protected 10,000 acres known as the Nemours Planta-
tion.  I like to think that you, through your support, and the 
Nemours staff are adding to that legacy with every group 
we host like the Beaufort Academy students, every work-
shop we deliver, and every new discovery made through 
our research program.   Each of these actions helps us un-
derstand and appreciate just what an extraordinary, spe-
cial place this is and how important it is for us to conserve 
it.  I’m sure our society will leave behind some unintended 
legacies as societies have before, but we will also be judged 
by the purposeful legacies we leave.  I believe what we are 
doing here with your help is a legacy that will endure and 
be admired for its long-term dividends in conservation.

  - submitted by E. Wiggers

This special place... Continued from page 1

Once again we offer thanks to the dedicated group of donors known as Friends of Nemours Wildlife Foundation.   Each of 
these donors makes an annual contribution which is essential to our ability to continue to fulfill our mission of being good 
stewards of wildlife and habitat found in the nearly 10,000 acres of Nemours Plantation in South Carolina’s ACE Basin.  Please 
contact us at 843-846-2539 if you would like to join our effort by becoming a Friend of Nemours Wildlife Foundation.

Mr. colden r. Battey, Jr. Mr. and Mrs. roy McKinney
Mrs. Danitte Mays Beattie Mrs. Gigi dupont Mcshane
Mr. Joseph s. Bracewell Mr. Michael Mcshane
collum’s lumber products Mrs. anne Meier
Ms. Josephine s. cooper Mrs. ann Merline
Mr. John r. and the rev. Jan Naylor cope Mr. Kenneth Naylor
Mr. and Mrs. lloyd cope Ms. Bonnie phillips
The hon. John h. Dalton Ms. Jenny reynolds
Mrs. laura e. dupont Mr. and Mrs. william c. robinson
Mr. Gregory Dyson Mrs. Genevieve sakas
Mr. John evans Ms. ann schroeder and Mr. James landfield
Mrs. Kristin evans Mr. Gerald schulze
Mrs. leslie Freeman Mr. Daniel w. stacy, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. h.l. Fuller Mr. Joseph sylvan
Mrs. eaddy williams hayes Mr. and Mrs. stuart Tenney
Mr. Thomas holloway Mr. John waters
Mr. and Mrs. charles Johnston Mr. charles webb iii
Mr. and Mrs. James Johnston, Jr. Mrs. Martha lynn webb
Mr. william c. lortz Dr. and Mrs. Michael wiggers
Mrs. helene lortz Mr. John w. williamson iii
Mr. pat McGarity Mrs. Kaki williamson
Mrs. suzanne McGarity

MEMORIALS	  AND	  HONORS	  

A	  gift	  to	  Nemours	  Wildlife	  Foundation	  provides	  a	  
lasting	  tribute	  to	  honor	  	  the	  memory	  of	  a	  loved	  one	  
or	  friend.	  	  	  	  We	  encourage	  you	  to	  consider	  a	  tax	  

deductible	  donation	  which	  we	  will	  acknowledge	  to	  
you	  and	  the	  person	  of	  your	  choosing.	  

In	  addition,	  please	  consider	  a	  donation	  in	  honor	  of	  any	  
occasion	  –	  a	  birthday	  or	  anniversary,	  for	  example	  –	  
which	  merits	  special	  attention.	  	  We	  will	  happily	  

acknowledge	  your	  thoughtful	  gift	  to	  your	  honoree(s).	  
We	  are	  honored	  to	  acknowledge	  these	  recent	  

memorials:	  
	  

In	  memory	  of	  
Suzanne	  Echols	  DeLapp	  Hudson	  

Sheila	  C.	  McKinney	  
Ben	  and	  Dorothy	  Miller	  

	  
In	  memory	  of	  
Pat	  Phillips	  

William	  C.	  Phillips	  
	  

MeMOrials aND hONOrs
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Nemours Plantation becomes a classroom for students from the Acad-
emy for Career Excellence to hone their outdoor skills; in this case, con-
ducting a tree survey.

Local school children get a bird’s eye view of eagle fledglings in their 
nest. Nemours Wildlife Foundation hosts numerous school groups in 
spring and fall, educating the children on their role in the protection of 
the ACE Basin’s natural resources.

Stewardship of Nemours Plantation’s 10,000 acres includes year-round 
attention to the dikes which are essential to maintaining wetlands and 
impoundments for use by waterfowl.

College of William & Mary students spent a day at Nieuport taking mea-
sured drawings of the remains of nineteenth century slave quarters.  
Their findings, along with other research, will hopefully lead to inclusion 
of these and other Nemours Plantation structures on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

Dr. Jayme Waldron brought along a friend to the annual Friends of 
Nemours Wildlife Foundation event in the fall.

No visit to Nemours Plantation is complete without a lesson on rice 
trunks, their past and present use, and the impact of rice culture on the 
South Carolina Lowcountry.
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What’s	  ahead	  for	  Nemours	  Wildlife	  Foundation	  in	  the	  New	  Year….	  

• In	  the	  early	  part	  of	  2011,	  we	  will	  produce	  our	  first	  annual	  report	  celebrating	  fifteen	  years	  of	  stewardship	  to	  the	  dream	  of	  
Eugene	  duPont	  III	  through	  his	  creation	  of	  Nemours	  Wildlife	  Foundation.	  	  	  As	  we	  embark	  on	  our	  next	  fifteen	  years,	  we	  salute	  
those	  people	  who	  have	  shared	  our	  vision	  and	  supported	  our	  work	  so	  enthusiastically	  and	  generously.	  
	  

• In	  January	  we	  will	  welcome	  back	  Clay	  Shipes	  who	  spent	  time	  here	  as	  an	  intern	  but	  will	  return	  as	  a	  graduate	  student	  in	  the	  
wildlife	  program	  at	  Mississippi	  State	  University.	  	  Clay’s	  graduate	  work	  is	  part	  of	  a	  larger	  study	  being	  conducted	  by	  our	  senior	  
biologist	  Eddie	  Mills	  and	  other	  partners	  on	  the	  mottled	  duck	  in	  the	  ACE	  Basin.	  
	  

• With	   the	   help	   of	   volunteer	   researchers,	   we	   hope	   to	   uncover	   information	   about	   several	   of	   the	   historically	   significant	  
structures	   on	  Nemours	   Plantation,	   including	   remains	   of	   slave	  houses,	   cemeteries	   and	   the	  Harriet	   Tubman	   fort,	  with	   the	  
ultimate	  goal	  of	  gaining	  placement	  on	  the	  National	  Register	  of	  Historic	  Places.	  
	  

• We	  expect	  to	  soon	  begin	  a	  two-‐year	  pine	  savanna	  restoration	  project	  on	  785	  acres.	  	  	  The	  goal	  of	  the	  project	  is	  to	  create	  a	  
landscape	  which	   resembles	   the	   structure	   and	   composition	   of	   historical	   pine	   savannas.	   	   In	   addition,	   the	   resulting	   forest	  
structure	   will	   meet	   the	   habitat	   requirements	   set	   in	   the	   recovery	   plan	   for	   the	   federally	   endangered	   red-‐cockaded	  
woodpecker.	  
	  

• We	  look	  forward	  to	  continuing	  to	  host	  small	  groups	  of	  school	  children	  in	  an	  effort	  to	  inspire,	  excite	  and	  motivate	  our	  youth	  
to	  appreciate	  how	  important	  our	  wildlife	  and	  other	  natural	  resources	  are	  to	  our	  quality	  of	  life	  and	  to	  emphasize	  their	  role	  in	  
protecting	  and	  sustaining	  these	  important	  resources.	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Tim	  -‐	  	  	  Can	  we	  find	  room	  for	  the	  new	  Nemours	  logo?	  

• In the early part of 2011, we will produce our first an-
nual report celebrating fifteen years of stewardship to 
the dream of Eugene duPont III through his creation of 
Nemours Wildlife Foundation.   As we embark on our 
next fifteen years, we salute those people who have 
shared our vision and supported our work so enthusias-
tically and generously.

• In January we will welcome back Clay Shipes who 
spent time here as an intern but will return as a gradu-
ate student in the wildlife program at Mississippi State 
University.  Clay’s graduate work is part of a larger study 
being conducted by our senior biologist Eddie Mills and 
other partners on the mottled duck in the ACE Basin.

• With the help of volunteer researchers, we hope to 
uncover information about several of the historically 
significant structures on Nemours Plantation, includ-
ing remains of slave houses, cemeteries and the Harriet 
Tubman fort, with the ultimate goal of gaining place-
ment on the National Register of Historic Places.

• We expect to soon begin a two-year pine savanna res-
toration project on 785 acres.   The goal of the project 
is to create a landscape which resembles the structure 
and composition of historical pine savannas.  In addi-
tion, the resulting forest structure will meet the habitat 
requirements set in the recovery plan for the federally 
endangered red-cockaded woodpecker.

• We look forward to continuing to host small groups 
of school children in an effort to inspire, excite and mo-
tivate our youth to appreciate how important our wild-
life and other natural resources are to our quality of life 
and to emphasize their role in protecting and sustaining 
these important resources.

whaT’s aheaD FOr NeMOurs wilDliFe FOuNDaTiON iN The New Year….


