
Guide for parents

Preparing for a family report – what to expect

 



A Family Report is a document prepared by a Family
Report Writer or Family Consultant that assists the Judge
and the parties decide what arrangements are best for the
children. 

Family Consultants are typically counsellors or therapists
with experience dealing with children and the breakdown in
Family Law matters.

A Family Report is useful in cisurances such as where
there is an older child and both parties are telling the Judge
that the child wants to live with them, the Judge can order
that the report consider the child’s views. 

In asking for the Family Report Writer to enquire about the
child’s views, they will make it clear that the child does not
have to express his or her views; the Family Report is not a
means to interrogate a child.

What is a Family

Report?



A Section 11F Report is simply a Report made in
accordance with Section 11F of the Family Law Act. 

It is a report that sets out briefly what the issues are in the
matter.

Often these reports are very brief and are in the form of a
memorandum rather than a lengthy report. 

Often Judges refer matters to have a Section 11F report
when the matters that are required to be determined are
not clear.

Section 11F reports are usually conducted over two hours
where the Family Consult meets briefly with the parties and
the child separately.  

Difference between a

Family Report and an

11F Report



Who pays for the

report?

Family Reports are usually paid for by the parties to the
proceedings equally but there are exceptions to this, for
example when one party has no money and the other party
has a much higher income or when the Court agrees to
fund the cost of the Family Report.

Parties to proceedings should never assume that the Court
will fund a Family Report. More often than not, the Court
will expect parties to fund this Report simply because the
Court does not have the money to pay for such Reports.

There are benefits of privately funding the costs of a Family
Report and they are:

1.  The parties are typically able to select a Family    
     Consultant of their choosing.

2.  The Family Report is normally made available much  
     quicker, i.e. there is a better chance of your matter
     progressing quicker.

 



Where do the family

report interviews

occur?

Unless there is a very exceptional reason, the interviews
for the Family Report occur at the offices or rooms of the
Family Consultant.

Usually, the Family Consultants Rooms are set up to cater
for children’s needs, for example, they will have toys for the
children to play with.

 



How long do the

family report

interviews take?

Parties should set aside most of the day for Family Report
Interviews.

After the Family Consultant is appointed he or she will send
to you or your solicitor the details of the interview times.

Usually the interviews are arranged so that the children are
at the Family Consultants for the minimal amount of time as
possible.

 



What does the family

report process

involve?

Each Family Consultant will conduct their interviews
differently and a Family Consultant may undertake
interviews for Family Reports differently for each matter.

Basically the Family Consultant will want to speak to you,
your children and your former spouse about yourselves, the
children, what you want in relation to the children and why
you want it.

If another person or other people are involved in the lives
of the children, such as new partners, grandparents who
actively are involved in the children’s lives etc., the Family
Consultant may also want to speak with them. 

If your new partner has children that form part of your new
household, the Family Consultant may also want to speak
to them.

 



How to prepare for a

family report

interview

 

As hard as it is, try and relax. As much as you may feel that
your life and your actions are under the spotlight, the role
of the Family Consultant is to help the Court and you make
decisions to get your family through this chapter of your
life.

Before your Family Report Interview read through your
Affidavit material and any other Affidavit material that has
been filed in your proceedings. 

An important thing to have clear in your mind is:
1.  What arrangements you want for your child; and
2.  Why the arrangements you want are best for your child.

Remember that the focus on the Court is what is best for
any child that they are asked to make a decision about –
not only what suits you or the other party or what you
believe you are entitled to.

 



Preparing children for

the family report

interviews

 

It is recommended that you reassure your child not to worry
about what they say to the Family Consultant, and to
emphasise to them that they need to tell the truth.

Under no circumstances should you coach children before
a Family Report Interview or at any stage in Family Report
Interviews.  Your child or children should be given an
opportunity to express their own views if they want to do
this.

If the Family Consultant considers that the children have
been coached, whatever the children say (even if it is really
what they feel) may be doubted by the Judge or contested
by the other party to your proceedings.

There are brochures on the website of the Family Court of
Australia that can be provided to your child or children
which may answer any questions they have. 

 



If you are concerned about how to answer your children’s
questions about the Family Report Interviews, or if you
have not had legal advice about what a Judge needs to
consider when working out what arrangements would be
best for a child, you should speak to our Head of Family

Law, Kristdel Bolog.

 
Contact Us: 

enquiries@thefamilylawyer.com.au or  03 8657 3751 

Need more

information?


