October 6, 2021

One Tough Master?
24 Then

the one who had received $500,000 also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in
the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I
reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?
Dr. Trevor Smith 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and on my return I would have received what was my own with
interest. 28 So take the $500,000 from him, and give it to the one with $5,000,000.
29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As
for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ -Matthew 25:24-30
God gave us a beautiful day and a wonderful Marathon Sunday. Thank you to
each of you who brought food and offered hospitality to our neighbors as we cheered
on the runners. This year, the Relay Exchange was very close to our tent, and it was
fun to meet some of the runners and offer them food and water as they prepared to
run. We are already looking forward to our next Marathon Sunday at the end of April.
On Wednesday, October 20, I will begin leading a five-week study of the
Book of James. We will begin with a meal at 5:30 and will finish by 7:00. Join us for
food, fellowship, and an opportunity to grow deeper in your faith.
I am looking forward to our Fall Festival on Sunday, October 24 from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The Fall Festival is always a great opportunity for us to meet new
friends and enjoy fellowship with old friends. I hope you will join us for a fun evening.
As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, we proclaim during the Great
Thanksgiving: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. For, we know
and believe that Jesus ascended into heaven and will come again to judge the living
and the dead. This means that we live in the between times. We live between the
first time Jesus came when he was born in Bethlehem and the second time he will
come when he returns. Jesus said that he would return, and he also said, 36 “But
about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father.” The first generation of Christians expected Jesus to
return in their lifetime, but what are we to do when Jesus’ return is delayed? Do
we tap our feet impatiently and doubt that the kingdom will ever come? Or do we
faithfully continue to serve in the ministries Jesus has called us to serve?
On Sunday we will continue our Kingdom Stories sermon series by
hearing the parables of the Servant Left in Charge, the Wise and Foolish
Bridesmaids, and the Talents. It is my hope that these Kingdom Stories will
encourage you in your faith and give you hope for the future. Invite someone you
know to join us for worship in person or online.
Have a great week, and I will see you on Sunday.
Blessings,
Trevor
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Ministry Calendar
Sunday, October 10
In Person and Online Worship
Services at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Monday, October 11
Staff Parish Relations Committee
Meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous
Group at 5:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts at 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, October 13
Nichols Thrills will not meet.
Praise Band Rehearsal at 6:30 p.m.
Co-Dependents Anonymous-6:30
Thursday-Friday, October 14-15
The Learning Center Closed
for Fall Break
Sunday, October 17
In Person and Online Worship
Services at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Monday, October 18
Finance Committee at 5:30 p.m.
Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous
Group at 5:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts at 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, October 20
Nichols Thrills at 5:30 p.m.
Praise Band Rehearsal at 6:30 p.m.
Co-Dependents Anonymous-6:30
Sunday, October 24
In Person and Online Worship
Services at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Fall Festival from 5:00 to 7:00
Monday, October 25
Church Council at 5:30 p.m.

Nichols Hills U.M.C.
(405)842-1486
(405)843-1835 Fax
www.nicholshillsumc.org
facebook.com/nicholshillsumc

Chancel Flowers
October 10: The chancel flowers are
given in honor of Bill Shdeed’s
birthday by Pam Shdeed.
October 17: The chancel flowers are
given in loving memory of Bill
Garrett from Ann, Cathy, Cheryl
and Claire.

Mission Candle
October 10: The mission candle is
available.
October 17: The mission candle is
available.

Acolytes
October 10: Gabriel Ireland,
Reese Robinson, Avery Smith,
and Lucy Ann Sylvester
October 17: Gabriel Ireland,
Jack Kanady, Olivia Kanady,
and Wesley Vaughn

Kingdom
Stories
The Parables of Jesus
Jesus taught people by telling
parables—short stories from real
life that address important questions. His short stories still speak in
powerful ways and paint a picture of how God intends for us to live in
the kingdom of God.
Join us for worship in person or online at Nichols Hills United
Methodist Church on Sundays at 8:30 or 10:50 a.m. as we begin a new
sermon series: Kingdom Stories—The Parables of Jesus.
October 10 One Tough Master?
October 17 The Generous Landowner

Tithes and Offerings
Your gifts and tithes make a Christian
difference and help us share the
ministry of Jesus Christ with people
in our church and in our community.
Checks may be mailed to
1212 Bedford Drive,
Nichols Hills, OK 73116.
To make an online donation,
visit www.nicholshillsumc.org.
To set up an electronic funds transfer
contact the Church Office.
Thank you for your generosity
and faithfulness.

Nichols Thrills

Every generation in the church worries, rightly, about people who
just glide along, seeming to enjoy what they hear in church but without
it making any real difference. James faced exactly the same problem in
the very first generation. So it's not surprising that translating belief
into action--making sure faith is the real thing--is near the heart of his
message.
That kind of faith, he explains, is the faith that matters, the faith
that justifies, the faith that saves. We need that kind of faith today.
We would love for you to join us for
Beginning on October 20, join us on Wednesday evenings at 5:30
in person worship on Sunday
for
a meal and to study James’ passionate letter which will help you live
mornings at 8:30 or 10:50.
out
a faith that makes a difference. Sign-up in the Narthex after
We also are streaming online. You
worship or in the Church Office during the week.
can view our worship services on
Facebook every Sunday morning at
Leader: Dr. Trevor Smith
8:30 and 10:50? Our Facebook page
is facebook.com/nicholshillsumc.
Don’t have a Facebook account? No
worries. You can view our livestream
without having an account. You can
also view the worship service
throughout the week. If you do have a
Facebook account, we encourage you
to send us a message and let us know
you are participating.
We also post the Sermon Notes and
the Prayer and Study Guide on
Facebook as well as our website,
www.nicholshillsumc.org. We look
forward to worshipping with you
in-person or online!

Leaving a Legacy
The search for significance and desire to plan for the future leads
many people to ponder their legacy. What kind of legacy will you leave?
A bequest is perhaps the easiest and most tangible way to have a lasting
impact on the people and organizations that mean the most to you. A
bequest may also be an effective way to make a gift to your church and
lessen the burden of taxes on your family and estate. Your gifts can be
designated by you to fund a specific ministry or left undesignated to
meet future needs as determined by our church’s leadership.
If you would like to learn more about how you can leave a legacy
through a planned gift to our church, please visit with our senior pastor,
Dr. Trevor Smith.

Children’s Ministry

Claire Fraley,
Director of
Children and
Youth Ministry

We had a great Marathon Sunday with fun activities for all! The children had fun
jumping on the bounce house and getting their faces painted! It was great to see a mix of
our church members, runners, and other community members there to join in on the fun
and hear God’s Word. We hope you enjoy the Marathon Sunday photos below.
After Marathon Sunday, we had our second Cross Crew for the Elementary aged
children. Eleven children went with us to Main Event and continued the fun! We had a
blast bowling and playing laser tag and LOTS of arcade games. We had some delicious
pizza and we made sure every child picked out their well-deserved prize. If you would like
to know more about Cross Crew or want to volunteer for these once-a-month activities
after church, call the church office at (405)842-1486.
Blessings,
Claire

Fall Festival
Sunday, October 24
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Join us for a chili cook-off,
games, hayrides, and s’mores!
Join us for our annual Fall Festival on October
24 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. We will have a chili
cook-off, s’mores, hayrides, crafts, and games!
Bring your friends and family for an evening of
Fall Fun!
If you would like to donate candy, please drop
it off in the church office during the week or on
Sunday. Sign up for the chili cook-off in the
Narthex or call the church at (405)842-1486.

John Marshall High School
Ministry Update
The John Marshall Neighborhood Market
The pantry is stocked and
looking great. Due to COVID
restrictions that do not allow
volunteers in the building
during school hours, we have
trained the school staff to
distribute the food so we are
still ministering to the student’s
needs. If you are interested in
helping to stock shelves on
Tuesday afternoons at 2:30, please contact Stephanie Henry
at 405-850-5518.

The Bear Cave Clothing Closet
The Bear Cave is looking
fabulous!!! We have had a small
but hardworking crew of
volunteers who have been
working several days a week to
get it in shape. We did an
orientation for some
administration and counseling
staff last week who again will
be the ones interacting with the
students. They are really excited
to have this resource to help students. If you are interested in volunteering at the school on Wednesdays at
2:30 to straighten up and restock new clothing and shoes, please contact Claire Fraley at 405-842-1486.

Bear Cave Clothing Closet Hoodie Drive
We have a giving opportunity. We are in need of lots of hoodies and
joggers (formerly know as sweatpants). Almost every student at John Marshall
wears a hoodie or sweatshirt of some kind to school. For the students who are
really struggling with clothing for school, a new hoodie is a game changer.
Even if all of their other clothes are pretty rough, they can throw on a new
hoodie and feel like they fit in. You can help by purchasing new clothes,
donating gently used clothes, or donate money for us to new clothes. The
school staff have given us very specific recommendations:
 Colors: Black and grey are preferred colors, but they will accept other
colors. We would take a few OU, OSU or Thunder, but they prefer plain with
no large logos. Remember they wear this everyday, so they like it neutral.
 Style: They like both Zip and no Zip for hoodies. ¼ Zip pullovers are
also appropriate. They can be with or without pockets.
 Sizes: Men’s M-2XL (mostly Large) Women’s M-2XL (mostly Large)
 Stores: You can find a nice (generic brand) hoodie or jogger pant for
around $20 or less at a number of stores including Dick’s Warehouse Sale
(59th and May), Sam’s Club, Walmart, and many other discount stores.
Items can be dropped off at the church. If you would prefer to write a
check and let us do the shopping, please mark “Hoodie Drive” in the memo.

Birthdays
10/07 Anna Bookout
10/07 Hardy Robinson
10/07 Fred Schonwald, Jr.
10/09 Randi Garza
10/09 Jacob Roan
10/10 Bill Shdeed
10/11 Ann Garrett
10/12 Elizabeth Gober
10/12 Tracey Saunders
10/13 Trish Cloud
10/13 Annemarie Edmonds
10/13 Dick Sias
10/14 Collier Vaughn
10/17 Gwen Niemann
10/17 Patricia Schonwald
10/18 Cynda Ottaway
10/18 Nicholas Schoeffler
10/20 Preston Robinson
10/22 Chris Kauffman
10/22 Sylvia Miller
10/24 Tim Sanders
10/25 Margaux Lavenue
10/25 1878 02 Ashton Niemann
10/26 James Tirrell
10/27 Suzanne Lavenue
10/27 Regan Miller
10/29 David Mueller
10/30 Kay Goebel
Are you or your family members not
on our birthday list? Call the church
office at 405-842-1486 to let us know
your birthdays.

Cares and Concerns
Town Village
Bette Harris

The Fountains at Canterbury

Other Clothing Donations Needed
All clothing should be teenage appropriate, new or gently worn, and clean.
For Women: leggings, tennis shoes.
For Men: athletic shirts, tennis shoes, and casual shirts.

Anita Dahlgren

StoneCreek
Lynn Greene

At Home
Roger Etling, Frances Lewis,
David Mueller

Thanks for your generosity and service. We appreciate you.

Tidbits from The Learning Center
Fall is in the air! We are eagerly waiting for the proofs of
our fall photography session which took place September 28.
All the children and staff had their pictures taken. Larch
Family Photography does an incredible job, and their prices
are excellent. The turnaround time from photos, proofs and
receipt of orders is amazingly fast. Customer service is
outstanding. Plus, they generously donate 3-5% of total sales
back to The Learning Center. We are blessed to work with
Denise Buthion,
T.L.C. Director Larch Family Photography.
-Denise

Moved? Phone Number
Changed?
If you have recently moved or
changed your phone number
or email address, please contact the
Church Office at 405-842-1486
to let us know.
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Sunday School Classes - Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
The Brew Class: Meets in The Conference Room - Bring your coffee and join “The Brew” as we gather for fellowship and a video study of Ray Vander
Laan’s Life and Ministry of the Messiah. For more information about “The Brew” contact Tim Baker (405) 209-5467.
KIVA Class: Meets in the Parlor - Join us as we learn from speakers on various topics. Leaders: Dennis and Delores Bradford.
Reveille Class: Meets in the Library - Do you like to see how your faith impacts your everyday life? Join us for a discussion of how the Bible speaks
to the current events in our lives. The Reveille Class will be restarting soon. Teacher: Tom Fraley.
Open Circle Class: Meets in the Archives Room - Join us as we gather for fellowship and a meaningful study. Our Circle is always Open.
Youth Class: Meets in the Youth Basement - Join us for fun, fellowship, and a lesson that will bring you closer to God.
First Graders through Fifth Graders: Meets in Room 124. Join us for a fun time with your friends as we grow closer to God and each other.
Leader: Claire Fraley
Children’s Class: Meets in the Children’s Area. - Join us for a child-friendly lesson, snacks, and crafts as we learn about the Bible together.
Leader: Claire Fraley

Dr. Trevor Smith, Senior Pastor
Michael Wylder, Director of Church Music
Delaney Sheffield, Director of Communications
Claire Fraley, Director of Children’s Ministries
Dr. Antone Godding, Organist
Kathy Smith, Treasurer
Louise Glass, Financial Secretary

Denise Buthion, Director of The Learning Center
Brandon Price, Custodian
Jeremy Gossett, Audio Visual Team Leader
John Naeher III, Audio Visual Tech
Dustin Davis, Sunday Host and Audio Visual Tech
Patricia Harris, Nursery Attendant
Rana Abolhosn, Nursery Attendant
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