August 25, 2021

The Lord Provides
4 Then

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am your brother,
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed,
or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent
me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land
these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve
for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many
Dr. Trevor Smith survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler
over all the land of Egypt. -Genesis 45:4-8
Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt where he was a slave for
three years and a prisoner for ten years before he interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams and
rose from prisoner to Prime Minister of Egypt. Joseph led the nation to save twenty
percent of their crops during the seven years of plenty, and when the seven years of
famine began, all the world came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain.
The famine was so severe throughout the world that Joseph’s brothers came
to Egypt to buy grain. When they came before Joseph, they bowed down to him. They
did not recognize their brother, but he recognized them. How would the dreamer treat
his brothers who sold him into slavery? Would he seek revenge or reconciliation?
Joseph chose to test his brothers with the goal of reuniting his family. The brothers
have lived with their sin for over twenty years. They are unable to move past what
they have done.
But Joseph has matured. He is able to see a bigger picture, and he has faith to
see the hidden hand of the Lord at work in his life. Joseph knows that the Lord is able
to work through people and in spite of people to accomplish His purposes. When he
finally reveals himself to his brothers, Joseph is able to say, “God sent me before you to
preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God.”
Joseph has learned that the Lord provides. The Lord provides when we walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, and the Lord provides even during a famine. I hope
you will invite someone you know to join us in person or online as we continue our
Faithful sermon series by talking about the way the Lord provides for us even today.
I want to thank each of you who helped us have a wonderful Block Party on
August 15. We had an abundance of homemade ice cream, cookies, brownies,
hamburgers, and hot dogs. It was so nice to visit with longtime members of our
church and to meet new friends as well. Thank you to our Cub Scouts and our Boy
Scouts for grilling the hot dogs and hamburgers and helping us set up and put things
away at the end of the evening.
I also want to invite you to join me for a new 5-week study by Ray Vander
Laan called In the Dust of the Rabbi: Learning to Live as Jesus Lived. We will begin on
Wednesday, September 8 in the Fellowship Hall with a meal at 5:30.
Have a great week, and I will see you on Sunday.
Blessings,
Trevor
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Ministry Calendar
Sunday, August 29
In Person and Online Worship
Services at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Monday, August 30
Women’s A.A. Group at 5:30
Boy Scouts at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 1
Praise Band Rehearsal at 6:30 p.m.
Co-Dependents Anonymous-6:30
Monday, September 6
Church Office and The Learning
Center Closed for Labor Day
Wednesday, September 8
Nichols Thrills Meal at 5:30 p.m.
In the Dust of the Rabbi Study at 6:00
Praise Band Rehearsal at 6:30 p.m.
Co-Dependents Anonymous-6:30
Sunday, September 12
In Person and Online Worship
Services at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Cross Crew at 12:15 p.m.
Monday, September 13
Nominations Committee at 5:30
Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous
Group at 5:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts at 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 15
Nichols Thrills Meal at 5:30 p.m.
In the Dust of the Rabbi Study at 6:00
Praise Band Rehearsal at 6:30 p.m.
Co-Dependents Anonymous-6:30
Sunday, September 19
In Person and Online Worship
Services at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
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(405)842-1486
(405)843-1835 Fax
www.nicholshillsumc.org
facebook.com/nicholshillsumc

Chancel Flowers
August 29: The chancel flowers are
available
September 5: The chancel flowers
are given by Kristen and Paul Seikel.

Mission Candle
August 29: The mission candle is
available.
September 5: The mission candle is
available.

Acolytes
August 29: Henrietta Dockendorf,
Gabriel Ireland, Avery Smith,
And Lucy Ann Sylvester
September 5: Gabriel Ireland,
Regan Miller, Reese Robinson,
And Collier Vaughn

Tithes and Offerings
Your gifts and tithes make a Christian
difference and help us share the
ministry of Jesus Christ with people
in our church and in our community.
Checks may be mailed to
1212 Bedford Drive,
Nichols Hills, OK 73116.
To make an online donation,
visit www.nicholshillsumc.org.
To set up an electronic funds transfer
contact the Church Office.
Thank you for your generosity
and faithfulness.

We would love for you to join us
for in person worship on Sunday
mornings at 8:30 or 10:50.
We also are streaming online. You
can view our worship services on
Facebook every Sunday morning at
8:30 and 10:50? Our Facebook page
is facebook.com/nicholshillsumc.
Don’t have a Facebook account? No
worries. You can view our livestream
without having an account. You can
also view the worship service
throughout the week. If you do have a
Facebook account, we encourage you
to send us a message and let us know
you are participating.
We also post the Sermon Notes
and the Prayer and Study Guide on
Facebook as well as our website,
www.nicholshillsumc.org. We look
forward to worshipping with you
in-person or online!

Faithful
The Story of Joseph
His father favored him.
His brothers sold him into slavery.
His master falsely accused him of sexual harassment and threw him
in prison.
His friends forgot him when he needed them.
But the Lord was with Joseph through it all, and Joseph was faithful
to the Lord.
Join us for worship in person or online at Nichols Hills United
Methodist Church as we turn to Genesis to see how God redeemed
Joseph and lifted him from prison to Prime Minister to save his family.
August 29
September 5
September 12

The Lord Provides
The Blessing
God Intended It for Good

We had a wonderful Block Party! Thank you to all who brought
cookies, brownies, ice cream, Bingo prizes, and helped set up or clean
up! It was so good to meet new friends and spend time with long-time
friends. We hope you enjoy the photos of the fun on the next page.

Boy Scout Troop 55
Troop 55 joined up with Troops 201 and 6201 for a “Spelunking”
campout at Alabaster Caverns State Park. The scouts and leaders had a
great time doing some wild caving and learning about the geology and
ecosystems of the caves.
Troop 55 was recognized as the “Top Troop” at Kerr Scout Ranch
at Slippery Falls Session 2 Summer Camp.
Troop 55 will have their delicious Blue and Gold fundraiser at church
on Labor Day Sunday, September 5.

Nichols Thrills
In the Dust of the Rabbi
Learning to Live as Jesus Lived
How could you learn to walk like the Rabbi if you were not so
close to him, so consumed with becoming like him, that you were covered
in his dust?
Join Ray Vander Laan on a journey through Galilee to the land
where Jesus’ disciples walked in their Rabbi’s dust. Then move out to the
places where those disciples and their disciples walked, carrying forth the
Gospel, living it out for the world to see.
It’s a whole new view of discipleship. It’s a whole new way of
following Jesus. Get dusty.
In the Dust of the Rabbi will begin on Wednesday, September 8 at
5:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Join us for a meal and an opportunity to grow
in your relationship with Jesus. We will see the places Jesus walked, hear
the lessons Jesus taught, and learn to follow Jesus more closely.
Dr. Trevor Smith will lead this 5-week study.
The price of the book is $11.00.
Sign-up in the Narthex after worship or in the Church Office at
405-842-1486 during the week.

Tidbits from The Learning Center
We are busy getting the fall session underway. We are fortunate to have
hired a new assistant teacher, Ms. Summer Jin. She is from China and has
previously worked for a year with children. Summer is a mother to a four
year old son. We are so thankful for her addition to TLC. Please let your
friends and family know we still have two positions available, give them
our contact info, and tell them to let us know you made the reference.
Denise Buthion, Blessings to you and your family.
T.L.C. Director
-Denise

Ms. Summer Jin

Children’s Ministry
Our Block Party was an amazing time with friends
and family for fun and fellowship. Thank you to everyone
who donated items or their time to help make this Block
Party such a success. There were endless baked goods and
the most delicious homemade ice cream to help cool off
everyone. Our scouts got to show off their cooking skills by
grilling hot dogs and hamburgers for everyone. Thank you,
Claire Fraley,
Director of
Scouts! All the children had a blast playing on the bouncy
Children and
house, inflatable slide, slip n’ slide, as well as, face painting,
Youth Ministry and bingo with countless prizes! We were so thankful
Raising Cane’s provided iced tea and lemonade, A Table in the Wilderness
provided healthy eating information with yummy ice cream for all, and the
Nichols Hills Fire Fighters and Police Officers joined us for an eventful
evening. Another thank you to Clark Musser for being the ultimate bingo
caller, he invited the children to help call out the winning numbers and had a
way of making everyone feel like a winner! The Block Party was a perfect way
to end summer and start another fantastic school year. We already can’t wait
for next year.
Blessings,
Claire

Youth Ministry
St. Yootz Day will be on August 28th from 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at
Frontier City. There will be a special concert from Christian singer, Toby Mac
that evening. St. Yootz Day is for youth and family from all over Oklahoma.
We are planning to take a group of youth and older elementary children from
our church Please contact me at (405)842-1486 if you would like to join us.
Blessings,
Claire

Birthdays
08/26 Claire Vick
08/30 Judy Kauffman
08/31 Sue Hood
08/31 David Reed
09/02 J.B. Sims
09/06 Ryan McNeill
09/10 Frances Rosier
09/10 Jack Story
09/11 Donna Blakley
09/11 Julie Fischer
09/12 Audrey Harrah
09/14 Robert Vick
09/15 Gracie Sanders
09/16 Geoffrey Stafford
09/16 William Stafford
09/17 Kerry Maye
09/17 Sally Stringer
09/22 Billie Boston
09/22 Jami Cravens
09/22 Meg Miller
09/24 Jason Ott
09/26 Ellie Roberts
09/27 Alan Niemann
09/30 Cara Fraley
Are you or your family members not
on our birthday list? Call the church
office at 405-842-1486 to let us know
your birthdays.

Cares and Concerns
Town Village
Bette Harris

The Fountains at Canterbury
Anita Dahlgren

StoneCreek
Lynn Greene

At Home

Happy Anniversary!
Dick and Jean Webber celebrated their 70th
wedding anniversary in August. Members of
our Care Committee visited Dick and Jean in
their home to celebrate with them. Happy
anniversary, Dick and Jean! We are happy for
you and pray God’s blessings on you.

Happy Birthday!
Anita Dahlgren celebrated her 99th
birthday in August. Members of Anita’s
family and our church celebrated with her
on her special day. Happy birthday, Anita!
We pray that God will continue to bless you
and keep you.

Roger Etling, Frances Lewis,
David Mueller
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Nichols Hills United Methodist Church
1212 Bedford Drive
Oklahoma City, Ok. 73116

Sunday School Classes - Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
The Brew Class: Meets in The Conference Room - Bring your coffee and join “The Brew” as we gather for fellowship and a video study of Ray Vander
Laan’s Life and Ministry of the Messiah. For more information about “The Brew” contact Tim Baker (405) 209-5467.
KIVA Class: Meets in the Parlor - Join us as we learn from speakers on various topics. Leaders: Dennis and Delores Bradford.
Reveille Class: Meets in the Library - Do you like to see how your faith impacts your everyday life? Join us for a discussion of how the Bible speaks
to the current events in our lives. The Reveille Class will be restarting soon. Teacher: Tom Fraley.
Open Circle Class: Meets in the Archives Room - Join us as we gather for fellowship and a meaningful study. Our Circle is always Open.
Youth Class: Meets in the Youth Basement - Join us for fun, fellowship, and a lesson that will bring you closer to God.
First Graders through Fifth Graders: Meets in Room 124. Join us for a fun time with your friends as we grow closer to God and each other.
Leader: Claire Fraley
Children’s Class: Meets in the Children’s Area. - Join us for a child-friendly lesson, snacks, and crafts as we learn about the Bible together.
Leader: Claire Fraley

Dr. Trevor Smith, Senior Pastor
Michael Wylder, Director of Church Music
Delaney Sheffield, Director of Communications
Claire Fraley, Director of Children’s Ministries
Dr. Antone Godding, Organist
Kathy Smith, Treasurer
Louise Glass, Financial Secretary
Denise Buthion, Director of The Learning Center

Brandon Price, Custodian
Alfred Walker, Sunday Host
Jeremy Gossett, Audio Visual Team Leader
John Naeher III, Audio Visual Tech
Dustin Davis, Sunday Host and Audio Visual Tech
Patricia Harris, Nursery Attendant
Rana Abolhosn, Nursery Attendant
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The Learning Center - 405-842-5325

