
 

 

Press Release – World Cancer Day 

February 4, 2022, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mathiwos Wondu-YeEthiopia Cancer Society is closely working with Ministry of Health 

(MoH) and its partners to challenge the growing cancer burden here in Ethiopia and to 

provide greater access to care for marginalised populations and close the gap in cancer care.  

 

MWECS, with limited resources at its disposal, played leading role in national effort to 

challenge the growing cancer burden in Ethiopia. MWECS supported Ministry of 

Health/MoH/ to develop and implement National Cancer Control Plan/NCCP/, National 

Childhood and Adolescent Cancer Control Plan/NCACCP/, NCDI Report, supported 

Ethiopian Food and Drug Authority/EFDA/ to encourage House of Representatives of 

Ethiopia to pass one of strongest laws on tobacco and alcohol in Africa, strong Excise Tax on 

tobacco and alcohol etc.  

 

Thanks to our NCCP, five big regional cancer centers are being built, six radiotherapy 

machines being procured more than 3 years ago with more than 4 million USD spent on each, 

but only half of these are operational, and we request MoH and concerned universities at 

Mekelle, Gondar and Hawassa to do their level best to make these expensive and important 

machines operational as soon as possible. More than 1,500 cryotherapy machines being 

procured and cervical cancer screening and treatment service is given at more than 1,000 

government health facilities almost free of charge. Cervical cancer vaccination to 14 years 

old girls is given at national level free of charge. Integration of breast cancer screening and 

treatment at 20 public hospitals is underway. We call upon MoH and our partners to make 

cancer screening, diagnostic, treatment and medicines more available and affordable. 

 

 “Close the care gap” is the theme of the new three-year campaign for World Cancer Day, 

one of the most important health awareness days in the year led by the Union for 

International Cancer Control (UICC) to promote greater equity in health care provision for all 

populations. 

 



 

 

The campaign exposes significant barriers related to socioeconomic factors that prevent many 

people from accessing life-saving prevention services, diagnostics, treatment and care. These 

barriers are due to cultural contexts, geographical location, gender norms, income and 

education levels and discrimination or assumptions based on age, gender, sexual orientation, 

ethnicity, disability and lifestyle and they lead to wide discrepancies in the risks of 

developing and surviving cancer.  

  

However, we can change this. Who we are and where we live should not mean the difference 

between life and death. This is the year to question these barriers to cancer care treatment, 

to listen to the perspectives of the people living with cancer and their communities and let 

those lived experiences guide our thoughts and actions because only then can we begin to 

imagine a better way of doing things and to build a fairer vision of a future where people live 

healthier lives and have better access to health and cancer services, no matter where they are 

born, grow, age, work or live. 

 

The prevalence of cancer in developing countries is increasing through time because of 

unhealthy lifestyles, as well as an increasing prevalence of risk factors, such as smoking, 

alcohol, overweight, unhealthy diet, and lack of physical exercise. And our country’s low 

economic status coupled with the lack of awareness within the community only contributes to 

the growing burden of cancer in Ethiopia which in turn accounts for the limited access for 

cancer treatment.  

 

One breast cancer patient at Mathiwos Wondu-YeEthiopia Cancer Society explained this 

problem as follows. 

“The long appointments coupled with the unavailability of medications is the biggest 

challenge for so many patients. On top of that, even if there is medicine, it’s very 

expensive that many patients are obliged to terminate their treatment. ….Some 

patients get up to a year or more than a year appointment for radiation treatment that 

the cancer progress to a sever stage by then.” 

 

https://www.worldcancerday.org/close-care-gap


 

 

Efficient and widely accessible cancer services will save countless individuals from a 

premature and often painful death. Greater equity in health care will also strengthen families 

and communities, benefit the economy with greater workforce participation and offer net 

savings to health budgets.  

 

Lack of awareness is another big problem here in Ethiopia. There is lack of awareness about 

the magnitude of the problem in the country. There are also stigma and misconceptions about 

cancer; that all cancers are incurable. There is little work done, to date, to promote the 

awareness that most cancers can be prevented, can be cured if diagnosed early, and quality of 

life of patients can be improved even if the disease is diagnosed in advanced stage. 

 

We know that every single one of us can make a difference, large or small, and that together 

we can make real progress in reducing the impact of cancer in Ethiopia. And that’s why this 

February 4th we call on you, whoever and wherever you are, to play your part in creating a 

cancer-free world.  

 

About World Cancer Day 

World Cancer Day takes place every year on 4th February and is the uniting global initiative 

under which the world comes together to raise the profile of cancer in a positive and inspiring 

way. Spearheaded by the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC), the day aims to 

save millions of preventable deaths each year by raising awareness and improving education 

about the disease while calling for action from governments and individuals across the world.  

 

For more information, please visit: www.worldcancerday.org 

 

About Mathiwos Wondu-YeEthiopia Cancer Society/MWECS/ 

MWECS was established at the first General Assembly meeting of the founding members 

held on April 17, 2004.Today implement seven projects,1 on childhood cancer, 2 on 

tobacco,1 on lung cancer and 2 on NCDs and 1 on food policy. MWECS received Certificate 

of Achievement as Center of Excellence capable of implementing big projects. MWECS is 

one of the most respected and trusted NGOs of its kind, received five international awards in 

http://www.worldcancerday.org/


 

 

three years period. MWECS is proof positive example that one family and group of people 

truly can make a difference, an organization initiated at the Mathiwos family’s living room, 

now with more than 1,400 members, 500 volunteers, 26 staffs implementing seven projects. 

At the present, MWECS supporting more than 360 cancer patients and their care givers of 

which 96 childhood 86 cervical and breast cancer patients. For more information, 

www.mathiwos.org 

  

MWECS, Head Office & Psychosocial Support Center  

• Equatorial Guinea Street,  

• Telephone፡ +251-116-394760; P.O.Box: 80571  

• E-mail: wondub@mathiwos.org;contact@mathiwos.org 

• Facebook:https://facebook.com/mwecspage/  

• Web site: www.mathiwos.org  

Addis Ababa 

Ethiopia. 
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