
 

Press Release – International Childhood Cancer Day 

February 15, 2022, Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA: MWECS was established at the first General 

Assembly meeting of the founding members held on April 17. The reason for the establishment 

of the society was the passing of Mathiwos, the third and youngest son of his parents Mr. Wondu 

Bekele and Mrs. Amsale Beyene due to ALL-type Leukemia on September 24, 2003, while he 

was under treatment at the Tikur Anbessa Hospital. Hence, the Society began its quest by 

focusing its initial efforts on paediatric cancer. It is now dedicated to the national cancer control 

and aspiring to support cancer patients in need in Ethiopia.  

MWECS, with limited resources at its disposal, played leading role in national effort to challenge 

the growing cancer burden in Ethiopia. MWECS supported Ministry of Health/MoH/ to develop 

and implement National Cancer Control Plan/NCCP/ and National Childhood and Adolescent 

Cancer Control Plan/NCACCP/,  

According to World Health Organization (WHO), cancer is a leading cause of death for children 

and adolescents. Each year, an estimated 400 000 children and adolescents of 0-19 years old 

develop cancer. The most common types of childhood cancers include leukemia, brain cancers, 

lymphomas and solid tumors, such as neuroblastoma and Wilms tumors. Most childhood cancers 

can be cured with generic medicines and other forms of treatment, including surgery and 

radiotherapy. However, the likelihood of surviving a diagnosis of childhood cancer depends on 

the country in which the child lives. In high-income countries, where comprehensive services are 

generally accessible, more than 80% of children with cancer are cured, but in many low- and 

middle-income countries less than 30% are cured. Only 29% of low-income countries report that 

cancer medicines are generally available to their populations compared to 96% of high-income 

countries. 

The reasons for this lower survival rate in low and middle income countries include: delay in 

diagnosis, an inability to obtain an accurate diagnosis, inaccessible therapy, abandonment of 

treatment, death from toxicity (side effects), and avoidable relapse.  However, we can change 

this. Who we are and where we live should not mean the difference between life and death. This 

is the year to question these barriers to cancer care treatment, to listen to the perspectives of the 

people living with cancer and their communities and let those lived experiences guide our 

thoughts and actions because only then can we begin to imagine a better way of doing things and 

to build a fairer vision of a future where people live healthier lives and have better access to 

health and cancer services, no matter where they are born, grow, age, work or live. 

15th of February is International Childhood Cancer Day (ICCD). ICCD is a global collaborative 

campaign to raise awareness about childhood cancer and to express support for children and 



adolescents with cancer, the survivors and their families. The second year of the three-year 

campaign for ICCD (2021-2023) is under the theme of ‘Better Survival’ is achievable 

#throughyourhands “Right care at the right time by the right team”. 

MWECS, an organization initiated at the Mathiwos family’s living room, now has more than 

1,400 members, 500 volunteers, 26 staffs implementing seven projects and is supporting more 

than 360 cancer patients and their care givers of which 96 childhood 86 cervical and breast 

cancer patients. For more information, www.mathiwos.org 

This is a proof that every single one of us can make a difference, large or small, and that together 

we can make real progress in reducing the impact of cancer in Ethiopia. And that’s why this 

February 15th we call on you, whoever and wherever you are, to play your part in creating a 

cancer-free world.  

We would like to thank all our donors, partners, supporters for their tireless advocacy and 

generous support in the lead up to this historical stage. This process has highlighted once again 

the enormous power of a united cancer control community. From the global to local level, we 

have united behind a common strategy and made our voices heard loud and clear. We have to 

continue our united effort and commitment and will not rest until we have quality health services 

for those living with cancer and other NCDs, and until measures are in place to stop the increase 

in new cases. Together, we are moving into a new era for global cancer control and more than 

ever before we are certain, together we can challenge the growing burden of cancer and can 

make a difference! 
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