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I walked into my office a few mornings ago and found a
simple white envelope on my desk. There was a handwritten note
on the outside that read, “Donation from a former resident for the
workers here.” No name was given. Six crumpled up one dollar
bills were inside the envelope. It was very touching. A man who
most likely was completely broke and residing at the Rescue
Mission is blessed with a job… an income… a way to get back on
his feet. But getting back on one's feet is a slow process. It takes
a great deal of time and careful money management. And yet, in
the midst of his great financial needs, this man recalls what it's like
to have nothing…. and he gives a gift that will help other men who
currently share his recent circumstance.

As I considered
all of this, I realized
that this type of
generous act is not
uncommon around
PRM. We often see
our guests caring
for one another.
We learn that a
resident shared a
jacket with another
resident… or gave
another resident a

pair of shoes, when all they owned in the
world fit into a duffle bag. We have
watched young residents look after our
older residents that have trouble with our
stairs. Men have come to PRM with
mental deficiencies and struggle to
understanding basic rules and
instructions. Other residents will help
them get to chapel on time, remind them
to make their beds (or even make them
for them), or let them rest while they go get their food or take the dirty
plates up for them.

We hear the men encourage one another not to give up even
though their situation is difficult. A man will come to us on behalf of the
needs of another man… asking if we can help him out, while his own
needs are great.

It's an encouragement (and a personal challenge) to watch men
who have so little show this level of generosity. Their generosity is a
study in proportion. The residents of PRM are in such great need, and
yet some are able to maintain a heart to give and to help. This heart to
give was commended by Jesus in Mark 12:44 as He observed the
offering of the poor widow –

I hope that learning of the generosity of our residents blesses you
like it does me.

“…but she out of her poverty has put in
everything she had…”

What’s in a Name?
When we see the meanings of various personal Bible names, we assume there was intent

in naming them. This is evident as Leah and Rachel named Jacob's sons. “Dan” was named to
reflect Rachel's observation that God had “judged” her. Leah's “happiness” at the birth of Asher was the cause of his name
(Dan means “judge;” Asher is “happiness”). One has to wonder what the parents of “Nabal” (1 Sam 25) had in mind - his
name is a Hebrew word for “fool.” God illustrated this naming principle when He told Joseph and Mary to name her Son
“Jesus.” The name suggests His office as Savior, as He would “save His people from their sins.”

Our ministry name, was not chosen without forethought. Each word is significant and
tells something about us. It is no surprise that the first part of the name is about geographical location. Located on the
Virginia , we serve the localities of Newport News, Hampton, Poquoson, York County, and Williamsburg. We have
actually become in some ways a regional ministry, as people from the other sides of the rivers that define us as a peninsula
come to us for housing help.

Our “middle name” is , which means Many thousands of times
over the now 53 years of our existence we have provided the needs of homeless men, taken needy children to Camp Open
Arms, blessed the hungry with groceries and plates of food, helped mothers clothe their children, and so much more! Most
important has been the effort to deliver souls from the peril of an eternity separated from God in hell. We continue today to
try to live out the line “Rescue the perishing...”

The name indicates the source of the efforts - we were by the God Who loves these precious
folks so much more than we ever could. Yet He has planted His love in our hearts to cause us to minister to them daily. And
that is

“Peninsula Rescue Mission,”

Peninsula

Rescue

Mission

“to deliver from some impending danger or peril.”

“sent on a task”

“What's in a Name!”

The Peninsula Rescue Mission exists for the purposes of aiding the poor and needy,
providing shelter for the homeless, and sharing Christ with those who seek the same.




