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“Great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praised in 
the city of our God, in the 
mountain of his holiness. 
“ ( Psalm 48:1 ) 
 
We serve an awesome 
God ! He alone is worthy 
of all of our praise and 
worship. The Almighty 
God should always be 
honored by His people for 

His wondrous works and His marvelous acts.  

It is our duty as believers to take time each day to 
be still and to exalt our God.  I am just so thankful 
to be a part of the body of believers called 
“Church.”  We are a blessed people. As a matter of 
fact, the Bible declares that we are ” a chosen   
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that we should show forth the 
praises of him who has called us out of darkness 
into his marvelous light.” (I Pet. 2:9)  
What makes us so peculiar, as the scripture       
declares, is that in spite of what’s going on in our 
lives, we never cease to give God our praise.  
There is nothing that should ever hinder a child of 
God from giving God his due praise. We also are a 
peculiar people because we are connected to a   
peculiar God. God is so peculiar that whenever we 
need Him he shows up and no matter how many 
times we mess up He keeps right on blessing us.  
 

I count it a blessing to be able to share with you 
why we, as a Church, have yet another reasons to 
be thankful to God. For several years, our Church 
officials have caught the vision with me to expand 
our Church facilities. We have realized that God 
has increased our work in ministry and now He is 
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about to increase our territory. We are now in 
the birthing phase of this vision. With the help 
of Bro. Roscoe Johnson III, God has allowed us 
to secure both the civil engineer and the         
architect for this major project. KCW and 
Skorpa Design are now part of this great work. 
We are excited and look forward to a wonderful 
relationship with both of these companies as      
we move forward. 
 
In the book of Nehemiah, it states that, “ so 
built we the wall; and all the wall was joined 
together unto the half thereof: for the people 
had a mind to work.” (Nehemiah 4:6 )  
 

In my conclusion, what also makes us peculiar, 
different, unusual, distinctive is that in spite of 
circumstances that may cause us grief and pain, 
we still have a mind to work for the Lord.  
Keep The Faith Family!!! 
 
In His Service,  
Rev. Alphonso Tucker, Pastor- Servant  

May is 

Associate Minister’s Month 

 

First Christian’s gifted             

Associate  Ministers will BRING 

the WORD OF GOD TO THE       

CONGREGATION each Sunday 

morning 
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Holy Week Worship Schedule 

The FCCBC Missionaries continue to visit Future Care/Lochearn each month.  However, we could 
not  close the year out in December 2017 with our usual gift giving due to the weather conditions.  In 
January 2018, we went with bags and arms full of gifts.  You should have seen the smiles on the         
resident’s faces.  Some even said, “We're getting a second Christmas!”  We were as excited as they 
were. 

Please keep us in your prayers that we continue to do the will of God. 

Submitted by:                                                                                                                                                         
Sister Mary Jones, President                                                                                                                                       

We are planning a two day overnight retreat at the Sandy Cove Retreat Center in North East, MD in 
hopes of bringing the church together in kingdom building.   We will  depart from the church via   
motor coach on a Friday morning and return on a Sunday morning.  The retreat will include  devotion 
and worship service, classroom time for study and open discussions, and time for meditation and 
prayer.  Outdoor activities such as indoor and outdoor swimming, basketball, volleyball, billiards, air 
hockey, walking paths and trails, and a game night session will be available.  The cost is expected to 
range from $235/person (four per room) to $304/person (two per room).  An installment payment 
plan will be available.   

We are currently gauging interest.    Please see  Minister Harvey Moore with any questions and to   
express your interest.  Once thirty persons are registered, the Retreat Center will be booked and the 
date, deposits, and payment schedule will be announced. A full itinerary schedule will be available  
once the retreat has been booked. Visit https://sandycove.org for more information about the venue. 

Submitted by: Minister Harvey Moore 

Missionary Ministry 

Please join FCCBC for services commemorating the Passion 
and Resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ:  

March 25th: 11:00 a.m. - Palm Sunday Worship service  

March 28th: 7:00 p.m.   - Prayer & Praise Service  

March 30th: noon           - Good Friday worship   (GFG)                          
New Mt. Hebron Bapt. Church, 2016 W. North Avenue 

                           7:00 p.m. - Good Friday worship with                                                
Mt. Zion Hill Baptist Church, 4800 Harford Road  

April 1st:       8:00 a.m. - Resurrection Sunday breakfast  

                          9:30 a.m. - Sunday School Resurrection Sunday                        
                                  Program and Play  

                          11:00 a.m. -Resurrection Sunday worship service  

FCCBC Retreat Planning Underway 

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School for June 25th -29th. There will be 
lots of learning, food, fun and fellowship. Our theme will be “Jesus the Kingdom 
Builder.”  As preparation for VBS, several teachers, along with the director and 
assistant director, will be attending a VBS Teacher Training Workshop at     
Wayland Baptist Church on April 21st. We are looking forward to seeing you at 
VBS. 

Coming Soon -Vacation Bible School 2018 

Announcing 

https://sandycove.org
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FCCBC Celebrates Black History Month  

“We Are Not Makers of History. We Are Made By History”- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

The theme of this year’s Black history program was in honor of those that have set pivotal moments, 
not only in the history according the world, but the history according to FCCBC. By emulating the 
first Black owned television network, our program began by introducing Robert L. Johnson and 
Debra Lee, former President and CEO, and current President of Black Entertainment Television 
(BET) . In featuring the network, the cast portrayed one of BETs original broadcast shows “Lift Every 
Voice,” a show that interviews famous icons. Interviews by Tika Sumpter included James Brown, Run 
DMC, Sly & the Family Stone, Rosa Parks, Queen Latifah, Eartha Kitt, Bobby Seale, and                    
Angela Davis.   

Inspired by another BET original program “BET Honors,” we celebrated several members in our    
version, FCCBC Honors. Star awards were presented to very deserving individuals within our church 
family. Award recipients included: Sis. Sharon Johnson (Publication Award), Sis. Jackie Ward 
(Education/Mentoring Award), Trustee Robert White (Public Service Award),  Sis. Michelle Bright 
(Birthday Club Award), Sis. Kitty Owens (Best Supporter Award), Trustee Everett Cash 
(Transportation Award), Deacon Garry Carter (Most-Willing-to-Try Award) and Sis. Mae Williams 
(On the Spot Award). Each recipient goes above and beyond to help make a difference in someone’s 
life and for that we want them to know we appreciate them.  
 
Acknowledging that history derives from those that have come before us and the impact left on our 
lives, we understand that we must rejoice. As we took a trip down memory lane, we were reminded 
and therefore continue to celebrate the lives of members of the 90’s club (Rev. Ernest Humphrey, 
Dea. Flander Dunham, and Bro. James Neils), Dea. Jimmy Kelly, Mother Lillie Mae Campbell, and         
Sis. Carolyn Smith as we laughed and cried during readings and an emotional video presentation.  
Sis. Smith’s passion for Black History Education was one that she held near to her heart and spirit. 
She felt that education, especially black history education, was the only way for us as a people to rise 
above all that we have been told we cannot be, but taking pride in all that we ARE. Continuing her 
legacy is not only an honor that I am sure that she would be proud of, but one that she will carry on 
with us in spirit. To conclude our celebration, the founder of The Black History Program, the  late    
Sis. Carolyn Smith, was honored as memories of her life and achievements were read. Also, dedicated 
in her memory and the aforementioned honorees; a plaque was presented to  Rev. Alphonso Tucker. 
 
Lovingly submitted Sis. Chrystal Nichols, Proud Daughter of Sis. Carolyn Smith  

Photos courtesy of Trustee Henry Smith and Sis. Angela Ray 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyra_Banks
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Educational Ministry  

Photos courtesy of Sis. Angela Ray and  Sis. Sharon Johnson 

The Educational Ministry has been very busy during the month of February on a mission of              
fundraising and recognition. 

The Ministry recognized the youth of the church for informing us with highlights of influential       
Americans during Black History Month.  We recognized Maya Jones, Samara Jones, Joseph Foote, 
Kaitlyn Saunders and Sophie Tucker.  Each speaker received a certificate of recognition and a     
monetary token of love.                                                         

Also during February, the Ministry's first weekly "Silent Auction" fundraising was 
successful.  The lucky winners of some fabulous prizes were:   

       

 

 

 

Congratulations and thanks to All for your support!! 

First Christian will be recognizing 2018 graduates and award recipients of all ages on Youth and 

Young Adult Day— June 10, 2018. The Educational Ministry will be requesting graduation and 

award information as well as a graduation headshot for The FCCBC Connection. Watch your bulletin 

for a form requesting graduation and award information in May. Thank you!  

Submitted by: Cheryl Jones-McCottry,  Educational Ministry  

1.   Date Night for 2 - Bro. & Sis. Kommeren                            
2.  Paint Night for 2 - Trustee Robert White                            
3.  Paint Night for 2 - Sis. Chrystal Nichols                              
4.  Movie Night for 2 - Sis. Sophie Tucker                                 
5.  Jump Zone for 2 - Sis. Nikki Waller-Harrison                                                                                 
6.  Wheels Skating Center for 4 - Miss Shiloh Bryant 

On December 16, 2017, our church went on a day trip to the        
National Museum of African American History and Culture 
(NMAAHC) in Washington, DC.  This museum is the only one of its 
kind, exclusively to the documentation of African American life, 
history, and culture.  

Our visit to the Smithsonian museum was truly amazing and very 
enlightening.  The NMAAHC, provides an opportunity for those 
who are interested and want to learn more about African          
American's heritage and journey throughout history until present 
day. There were so many exhibits and collection pieces to see that 
it will take more than one visit to experience all that the 
NNMAAHC had to offer. 

The African American legacy shows our resiliency, optimism, and 
most of all, our spirituality, holding on to our faith in God, and that 
better days are ahead is what being an African American is truly all 
about. 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY, FOR THE GREAT THINGS THAT HE 
HAS DONE!!! 

Submitted by: Sis. Angela Ray 

African-American Culture 



The Deacon’s Ministry 
To God Be The Glory. For they that have used the office of a Deacon well purchased to 
themselves a good degree and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.  
                                                                                                                                                 1-Timothy 3:13 
 
Scripture tells us that those who do well as a Deacon will be well rewarded both by respect from   
others and also by developing their own confidence and bold trust in the Lord; not looking for man’s 
approval but God’s judgment.  

As we continue in doing the Lord’s work as He has purposed it in our hearts, we don't think it      
robbery as we are His servants. Family, the Deacon’s Ministry thanks God for all of you and your 
prayers as we do His will in blessing our comings and goings.  

The Baptist Deacons Conference of Baltimore and Vicinity and its Auxiliaries recently had a          
discussion at our last regularly scheduled meeting concerning safety for our church members and 
community. It was suggested that we pay close attention to those who enter the sanctuary as well as 
those who sit beside us during any given service. We as members are not aware of the various        
circumstances after leaving their respective homes and arriving to our place of worship. It is         
everyone's responsibility to be vigilant of your surroundings and to pay close attention to our elders. 
Most recently there was an incident in the front of our church which caused the Baltimore City      
Police Department to secure a video that our cameras caught on tape.  

The visitations at the nursing homes, hospitals, and private homes have been uplifting to us as well 
as those we visit. We are asking for continual prayer for all who are on our sick and shut–in list. We 
are asking for your continual prayers for our Pastor, Lady Tucker, and their family. Continue to pray 
without ceasing that God will continue to heal our own Deacon James Bostick with his follow-up 
treatments and doctor’s appointments. Be a fence around his wife Deaconess Ada Bostick. Jesus is a 
healer, Jesus is a deliverer. There are many names that are not mentioned in this format, but we are 
a praying family and you are in our prayers daily.   

Moreover we thank God for brining us through another season of cold, flu, slips, and falls just to 
know that HE (Jesus) is able. 

Continue to pray for our newest Deaconesses (Deaconess McCloud & Deaconess Johnson).  Pray 
that they will keep that same zeal and workmanship for the Lord, for they are doing a great job as 
well as the entire Deaconess Ministry. 

We encourage the readers to attend Sunday school and Bible class "to show thyself approved unto 
God a workman needed not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth." 2 Timothy 2:15 

Humbly Submitted, 

Deacon Lawrence Waller 
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The Deaconess Ministry 

“He who gives to the poor will lack nothing…” Proverbs 28:27  

The Deaconesses will be going out in April to assist the homeless once again (date to be announced).  
Please continue donating toothpaste, toothbrushes, toiletries, food items, and clothing for our       
toiletries, food, and clothing distribution outreach. 

 

Submitted by: Deaconess Hallie Allen 
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A Christmas Celebration 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).” 

Christmas music and prose were interwoven to present the story of Jesus during our Christmas    
program. Tell Me the Story was movingly narrated by Sisters Zenobia McLaughlin and                    
Mae Williams. The story began at creation, describing a Mighty God laying the foundations of the 
earth and ending with the miraculous, awe-inspiring birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus, the Christ. 
However, from His Word, we know the story did not end there. We are blessed with hindsight to be 
privy to His redemptive work for us which allows us to make the most important decision of our 
lives.  

Interspersed throughout the story were well placed songs by the choir that complimented and        
reinforced the story. The soloists, Sister Kim Carter, Sister Sharon Robinson, and                              
Deacon Garry Carter set the tone for the program with heartfelt solo renditions of the song, Tell Me 
the Story of Jesus. Deacon Lawrence Waller as Joseph and Sis. Debbie Cooper as Mary, in period 
costumes, made a lovely couple as they made their triumphant entrance with the baby Jesus.          
Sister Kitty Owens, accompanied by two candle lighters, Karlyece Owens and Rickia Brown,          
concluded the program by singing Silent Night.  

On behalf of the Sunday School, we truly thank Minister Darlene Taylor for providing the music,    
Lady Bridgett Tucker and the culinary ministry for the breakfast, and everyone who participated in 
any way in our retelling of the story. Be blessed and continue to tell the story of Jesus whenever and 
wherever the opportunity presents itself. 

After the morning service, gift bags were distributed as a token of our appreciation. Merry Christmas 
and a blessed New Year to everyone. 

Deacon James Bostick, Superintendent of Sunday School 

Deaconess Mary Murphy, Assistant Superintendent  
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Men’s Ministry  

Photos courtesy of: Trustee Henry Smith and Bro. Roscoe Johnson III 

On January 22, 2018, FCCBC men held their second fellowship meeting.  The men discussed and        
approved their Men’s Day activities for 2018: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, during the meeting, we agreed on a scripture (Psalms 37: Verses 23-24) and theme “Don’t Look 
Down On A Man Unless You Are Picking Him Up” for Men’s Day.   

On March 17, 2018, the men hosted their Fellowship Breakfast.  We had well over 60 men who            
participated in making our Fellowship Breakfast a great success.  The Culinary ministry, as usual,       
outdid themselves once again in preparing a scrumptious breakfast to set the tone for the rest of the    
fellowship service.  We had three representatives from the Baltimore City Police Department who 
shared some tips on safety and security in and outside the church in addition to services and programs 
they render to the community.  Our very own Minister Harvey Moore closed the men’s fellowship     
gathering by preaching a powerful sermon that radiated amongst the men.  The men in attendance were 
blessed to have been a part of a wonderful fellowship. 

The next Men’s Fellowship meeting will be held on April 23, 2018 to have further discussions on     
scheduled activities.  

 

Submitted by: Chairman Bruce D. Flanigan 

Strengthen        Pray for                  Educate one another 

First Christian Community Baptist Church Men’s Fellowship 

All men are invited to come out every 4th Monday at 6 p.m. 

       April  23rd •     May 28th  •    June 25th 

March 17, 2018 Fellowship Breakfast 

June 16, 2018 (rain date June 23, 2018) Car Wash 

July 14, 2018 Youth Activity 

August 3, 2018 Annual Men In Black Fellowship Concert 

August 18, 2018 Crab Feast 

November 4, 2018 Men’s Day 



The Women’s Corner 
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Photos courtesy of Sis. Sharon Johnson 

Women in Red 2018 was a joyous occasion but it also provided a platform for providing pertinent 
information on  a very serious issue, “Heart Health.” Sister Marilyn Brunt gave the welcome and   
defined the occasion. She indicated that there was a great need for women, black women in          

particular, to be aware of the factors that pose a risk to their health. Risk factors       
mentioned were smoking, high blood pressure, high cholesterol and others. We were 
encouraged to be serious about our heart health because black women are at a greater 
risk for heart disease and strokes which can lead to debilitating illnesses and or death. 
We were also encouraged to visit the American Health   Association (AHA) website at 
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/ for more detailed information. In addition to this 
serious issue, there was comic relief by Deacon Keith Owens who played Fred Sanford. 
Although Fred, of Sanford and Son, always feigned heart attacks designed to elicit 
laughter, Deacon Owens let us know that it was no laughing matter and for us to take 
“Heart Health” seriously. 

After this information, the celebration began in earnest. The Women’s Day choir began by really 
making a joyful noise unto the Lord. The Heavenly Bound Ensemble did not disappoint; they were 
marvelous as usual. Both groups elicited joyous and enthusiastic praise from the congregation. 

Many thanks to our chairlady, Sis. Audrey Highsmith, who came out in spite of her illness and our 
co-chairlady, Sis. Tequilla Haynes, for a job well done. A shout out to our Mistress of Ceremony,    
Sis. Lorraine Hale, who did a great job and to all who were part of this occasion. Special thanks to 
the Culinary Ministry for the delicious meal; it was not lite fare! We thank the men who supported 
us and provided security for the occasion. Last, but not least, we thank our pastor,                            
Rev. Alphonso Tucker, for always supporting and encouraging us in all of our endeavors. 

In other related news, many members of FCCBC went on the bus trip to the Smithsonian National 
Museum of African American History and Culture on Saturday, December 16, 2017, thanks to the       
organizational efforts of Sis. Debbie Cooper. (See story on page 7).  

The women adopted Sarah’s House as an outreach project. Sarah's House is a supportive housing 
program, offering emergency and transitional housing with an array of other services for homeless 
families in Anne    Arundel County. Personal items for babies and women were donated this past  
December. We thank Sis. Alexis Tucker for delivering these items to them.  

Future activities include the Women’s Day of Sisterhood Fellowship and Luncheon on Saturday, 
March 24th  (Topic: Spiritual Personal Inventory);  Painting and Pizza Night on April 14th; Women 
in White on Sunday, May 13th; and a Prayer Breakfast on  May 19th.  Our Women’s  Day celebration 
will be held on Sunday, June 24th.    

Our theme for this year will be “Christian Women Working in Harmony to Do God’s Will.” Our    
colors will be shades of blue with white corsages.   Our next meeting is April 7th at 11:00 a.m. 

Submitted by: Deaconess Mary Murphy, Secretary 

http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/


On January 28, 2018, the FCCBC Culinary Ministry launched “Birthday Sundae Sunday.” With the      
approval from our Pastor, immediately after service on the last Sunday of each month, the Culinary 
Ministry will offer each member and visitor Birthday Honoree for the month a Complimentary “Ice 
Cream Sundae” - To Go!  

In addition, Ice Cream Sundae’s {while supplies last} will be available to the congregation at large as 
well for only $1.  This is a self-sustaining initiative. 

This Culinary initiative’s purpose is to enhance the existing F.C.C.B.C Birthday Recognition Ministry by 
giving a tangible “sweet gift” to our family members and friends with the hopes this will make your day a 
more memorable one … enjoy!!  

Submitted by: Sis. B. Tucker, Kitchen Manager                                                                                                       
B-Day Sundae Coordinator: Sis. Debbie Cooper, Culinary Member 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Sundae Sunday 
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Culinary Ministry 

Early Matinee Classic Movie Fundraiser … 

In honor of Black History Month, the Culinary Ministry hosted its First       
Annual Early Bird Classic Double Feature Movie Matinee on Saturday,      
February 10, 2018.   

The first movie shown was the Imitation of Life  (1959).  This film featured 
Juanita Moore, an African-American film, television, and stage actress. She 
was the fifth African-American to be nominated for an Academy Award in 
any category and the third in the Supporting   Actress category.  Also, gospel 
great Mahalia Jackson appears as a church soloist singing “Troubles of the 
World.”    Possessing a powerful contralto voice, she is   referred to as "The 
Queen of Gospel." She became one of the most influential gospel singers in 

the world and was heralded internationally as a singer and civil rights activist.   

A true classic film that deals with issues of race, class, and gender, the story centers on a black single 
housekeeper, Annie Johnson, who also has a daughter, Sarah Jane.  Throughout the film, Sara Jane 
tries to pass as white because she inherited her father's fair skin and features.  As she struggles with 
her self-worth and acceptance, she does this with misdirected passion in trying to take  advantage of 
all that was afforded to Europeans during this period of time; not taking into account the heartbreak 
and rejection she forces on her mother. 

The second movie shown was the four times Oscar nominated film, The Wiz (1978).  This film         
featured an all African-American star studded cast:  Diana Ross, Michael Jackson, Nipsey Russell, 
Ted Ross, Mabel King, Theresa Merritt, Thelma Carpenter, Lena Horne and Richard Pryor. The 
whimsical musical adventure transported the painfully shy and unfulfilled main character outside 
her self-imposed comfort zone to the Land of Oz forcing her to make new life choices.  Through this 
bizarre journey, she finds two new friends.  She ultimately helps them find their inner strengths and 
her way back home. 

All proceeds will help fund the FCCBC 5 Loaves 2 Fish Culinary Outreach.  This was a true family 
day of leisure … 

Submitted by: Sister B. Tucker, Kitchen Manager on behalf of the Culinary Ministry 



The Project Planning Committee is proud to report that we have began our much needed expansion 
of First Christian Community Baptist Church. We have contracted with KCW, who will serve as our 
Civil Engineers and Skorpa Design Studio, who will be our architect. The expansion will give us more       
classroom, office, pantry, and storage space.   

We would like to thank the entire congregation for contributing to the building fund, for without 
your gifts, none of this would be possible. 

As chairman of the committee, I would like to personally thank Bro. Roscoe Johnson, III for guiding 
us and connecting us with the "right" people.  Roscoe's knowledge of building and architecture has 
been an invaluable asset to myself and the committee.  
 

We will keep you informed of all progress, phase –by-phase.   We are also seeking any fundraising    
ideas that you may have. 
 
Thank you and God Bless  
 
Yours truly, 
Trustee Robert White  

The Senior Ushers donated 15 Christmas Baskets to needy families.  We thank the FCCBC family and 
friends for their generosity in Blessing us to be a Blessing to others, it was greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Sister Rosetta Quarles - President 
Trustee Shirley Carter - Vice President  

Question:  When were you called to the ministry?                                     
ME: While in high school during my senior year but started college in Salisbury, 
North Carolina after receiving a musical scholarship instead of fulfilling my call. 
However, the calling into the ministry lead to my decision to return home and I 
preached my trial sermon on September 18, 1983, at  Simmons Memorial Baptist 
Church. 

 

Question:  Many don’t recall when you joined FCCBC, can you             
enlighten us?                                                                                                                 
ME: I joined First Christian Community Baptist Church on Sunday, April 5, 2010. 

        

Project Planning Update 

Photos courtesy of Bro. Roscoe Johnson III 
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Usher’s Ministry 

Getting to Know Rev. Debbie Ervin  

Continued on page 13 



Potpourri 
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Support Our Newsletter  

The FCCBC Connection is a quarterly newsletter  
designed to share news and to keep our members 
and friends informed of church services, fellow-
ships, programs, and projects as well as information 
of interest (prayer requests, testimonies, birthdays, 
awards, retirements,  anniversaries, weddings, 
births, etc.…).   

Our goal is to distribute newsletters before each  
season ends (Winter by 3/21,  Spring by  6/20, 
Summer by 9/21, and Fall by 12/20).  The DEAD-
LINE to submit articles, photos, and                       
announcements is 3/1, 6/1, 9/1, and 12/1.  
Ministry representatives and members are asked to 
submit photos, articles, announcements,                
information and suggestions to Sis. Sharon Johnson 
or Trustee Marilyn Dorsey or email to                                 
newsletter@myfccbc.org.  Thanks to all for          
supporting our newsletter ministry.    

Poison Emergencies 
 

March 18th-24th is National Poison 
Awareness Prevention Week.  The goal of 
the week is raise awareness, reduce         
unintentional poisonings, and promote 
poison prevention. 
 
When accidents happen with chemicals, 
medicine, or household items, free,       
confidential assistance is available from a 
local poison expert by calling Poison Help 
at 800-222-1222. If someone is           
unconscious or has trouble       
breathing, call 911.  

Make sure that the number is posted near 
your home phone.  Add it to smartphones 
by texting “poison” to 797979. 

Enhancing Communications 

First Christian updated church records and 
has set up the One Call Now Group  Messaging 
Service to help us more effectively               
communicate with members.  With a single 
call, Trustee Marilyn Dorsey can reach out to  
the entire congregation or to a particular    
ministry to contact members about    weather 
and closing notices, general announcements/ 
reminders, schedule changes, bereavement  
announcements, and other      notifications.   
Ministry leaders, please contact Sis. Dorsey 
with the message you would like to have      
distributed and she will disseminate the        
announcement!   

We have collected ministry information for 
most ministries and members.  We need       
everyone's help to ensure that we have up-to-
date and accurate  contact information.   

If you have not already done so or if your               
information has changed, please see Trustee      
Dorsey for a Member Information Sheet.  
Thank you! 

Baby Dedications 

1/7/18 

 

Mother:             Sis. Yvette Fowlkes 

Father:              Bro. Kermit Fowlkes 

Baby’s Name:    Kinsley Layla Fowlkes 

 

3/4/18 

 

Mother:            Sis. Ashley Sanders Givens 

Father:             Bro. Devin Givens 

Baby’s Name:   Ashtin Ivan Givens 

 

And he took them in his arms                                                       
and blessed them,                                                                                

laying his hands on them.                                                                      
(Mark 10:16) 
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Question:  Over the last decade many women have entered the ministry, do you think the 
men in the pulpit and the congregation have somewhat embraced the addition of female 
ministers?                                                                                                                                                                   
ME: I think as a Christian our hearts should be opened to embrace all who are called to the ministry,     
living according the Word of God and led by the Holy Spirit. I remember as a child, I had an aunt who met 
with opposition to preach Gods’ Holy Word back in the early 1950’s. She persevered, was licensed to 
preach the gospel, started her own church, played the piano and made a tremendous difference in her 
community. She was present at my trial sermon and knew that my pastor did not fully embrace females to 
preach. I was licensed to preach the gospel. In my 34 years in the ministry, serving as both an associate 
minister and pastor, I am fully aware that there is still room for spiritual change to acknowledge, provide, 
and give support and opportunities for women to enter in the leadership role as a Pastor. 

So with that said, yes, I feel the members of FCCBC have in Christian love, in prayer, and spiritually have 
embraced the female ministers who preach and work in the ministries of FCCBC.  

 

Question:  Have you personally felt any biases against you as a female minister?                                     
ME: As a young lady entering the ministry of Methodism while in my second year of college and because 
of a young age and the many achievements and pastoral , I must say yes.  However knowing that what you 
do for Christ and being obedient to His Will, biases and man-made obstacles are very present.   Knowing 
that God has the preeminence in one’s life and moving forward in Faith… you are driven by God’s will, His 
Word… opens /makes ways, directs one’s path and makes obstacles (Biases) our stepping stones over   
oppositions. 

 

Question:  I know you’re still working, what is your profession?  How long have you been 
doing that?                                                                                                                                                                  
ME: I am an Elementary teacher (teaching mathematics/ science) in the Baltimore City Public School 
System. I have taught for 27 years. 

 

Question: Aside for working and ministering, what are your other activities?                                           
ME: I like to travel abroad and locally, studying Greek language, swim, work out at the gym, attend       
theater shows, read, and play pool.  

Question:  Have you or do you mentor young women who are asking for an ear?  
ME: Yes, while pastoring in New Jersey Conference as a member of the Board of examiners, I was         
assigned to prepare and assist new ministers entering the ministry many of whom were ministers. There 
were a few who would ask of me to share my journey with them and I did in hopes of extending an          
encouraging word. Two are pastoring in New Jersey and one I was blessed to see recently here in         
Maryland is entering Seminary in the spring for her Master of Divinity Degree.                                            
 
Question:  Family is an important part of our life and we see that you are supported by 
your siblings. What is your position in the family (the eldest, middle child, baby etc.)?   
ME:  I am blessed to be the youngest. My sister is the eldest and my brothers who are twins are next. My 
family is very close and supportive of each other.             
 

Question:  Who was your role model and why?   
ME:  My parents were my role models. They were raised in a Christian home. Both of my parents had 
families with a father, grandfather, aunts, uncles and extended relatives that were very active in the 
church (as a Bishop, Pastors, Presiding Elder, Deacon, Deaconess, musicians, etc.…)…I often went with 
my parents to visit the sick and shut- ins, nursing homes, senior housing, community centers, etc.          
observing how they were meeting the needs of others, tears of joy from those being helped, and the awesome 
work of God being done…I felt blessed to be of part of those precious times doing God’s work. Reaching out 
to others, helping in any way possible instilled the personal desire in my faith journey to aid others in times of 
need whenever possible. 
 
Compiled by Sis. Leslie Hyman 

Member Spotlight - Getting to Know Rev. Ervin 



Inadvertently omitted from Fall 
2017 newsletter (we  apologize for 

the oversight) 
 

Sis. Rosetta Quarles (March) 
 

April 2018  
Bro. Duran Banks                             

Deaconess Ada Bostick                      
Sis. Kiara Brown                                

Sis. Marilyn Brunt                              
Trustee Ronnie Cole                                                        

Bro. Matthew Kommeren                            
Sis. Laura (Mae) Maxwell                

Master Kavon Owens                         
Sis. Icelon (Kitty) Owens                       

Tamera Sharp                                    
Miss Sanaa Stanley                                 
Sis. Phyllis Stokes                               

Sis. Nikki Waller-Harrison  
 

May 2018 
Special Honoree:                                

Sis. Lillie Mae Campbell    
                                                             

Sis. Chymira Carter                                  
Trustee Yolanda Cash                            

Bro. Thomas Davis                                 

May 2018 (continued)  
Bro. Tyrell Dickens                                
Sis. Zierra Flanigan                               

Sis. Janel Guy                                                                                                                              
Sis. Annette Moore                                    

Deaconess Mary Murphy                    
Miss Karlyece Owens                             
Sis. Kimberlee Pelzer                             

Sis. Nina Roots                                     
Bro. Gregory Townes                             

Sis. Mary Webb  
 

June 2018 

Special Honoree:                                  
Lady Bridgett Tucker                                

Bro. John Arthur                                   
Sis. Carolyn Booker                               
Sis. Cierra Bright                              
Quinton Brown                                     
Taylor Brown                                        

Bro. James Clark                                    
Sis. Dené Cole                                            

Sis. Christene Holmes                                   
Sis. Ellen Johnson                                 

Sis. La-Kia Kommeren                                    
Sis. Bessie Kittrell                                                       
Sis. Carolyn Laster                                                               
Sis. Eileen McCloud                             

June 2018 (continued) 

Bro. Tyrone Moore, Jr.                                    
Sis. Chrystal Nichols                           

Bro. Karl Owens                                  
Patrick Parents III                                

Sis. Arnetta Pinkney                                
Sis. Arline Pledger                              

Sis. Sharon Robinson                        
Rev. Freddie Samuels                         

Sis. Karen Sanders                                 
Sis. Susie Spears                                 

Sis. Thelma Stewart                            
Sis. Gwen Taylor                                

Bro. Anthony Williams                              

Blessings and Birthday Wishes To: 

Please continue to pray for: 

Sis. Paula Foote, Min. Harvey and                      
Sis, Annette Moore on the transition of                
Leroy “Smoke” Moore, Jr. 

The Flanigan and McCloud families on the passing 
of Shirley L. Flanigan 

Deacon Keith and Sis. Kitty Owens on the loss of 
Leonard Rudolph Owens, Jr. 

Sis. Flore Mincey and Deaconess Ollie Kelly on 
the homegoing of Lettie Van Maxwell 

Bro. John and Sis. Dorothy Arthur on the loss of           
Corrine McCullough 

 

Cast your burden on the Lord who will sustain 
you                                                  Psalm 55:22  

When those we love have left this earth, we still can 
feel them near. We'll see a picture, hear a song, and 
it’s just like they are here. And when we call upon 
our faith, when we believe and trust, we know the 
ones we care about are always close to us.                                  

                                      Constance Parker Graham 

Visit our website at www.myfccbc.org Page 14 WE ARE FAMILY 

FCCBC Wishes Comfort and Peace 

If you don’t see your birthday, please 
notify Sis. Michelle Bright or e-mail 
newsletter@myfccbc.org so we can 

keep our records  up-to-date.        
Thank you. 

 
Member and visitor birthday           
honorees—be sure to get your         

complimentary sundae on “Birthday 
Sundae Sunday “ the last Sunday of 

your birthday month! Ice cream      
sundaes will be available to the         

congregation at large for only $1.00 
(while supplies last) 

Wedding Anniversary Wishes 

 April 

2nd—Rev. Freddie & Evan. Juliette Samuels (47 years)               
11th  - Bro. Wesley & Sis. Cheryl McCottry  (26 years) 

 

May  

       2nd -  Bro. Willie & Sis. Mary Webb (50 years)                   
9th - Bro. Sunnie Harrison & Sis. Nikki Waller-Harrison (4 yrs)                             

16th - Bro. Ottaway & Sis. Audrey Gregg (48 years)                      
27th - Trus. Rudolph & Sis. Barbara Cole (29 years)    

                    

June 

1st - Bro. Walter & Sis. Sybil Adams (61 years)                          
5th - Bro. Alvin and Trustee Shirley Carter (28 years)                             

23rd - Bro. Karl & Sis. Amy Arthur   (34 years)                         
25th -  Bro. Valenti & Sis. Kimberlee Pelzer (9 years)             



April 2018 

1      Annual Resurrection Sunday program                                  9:30 a.m. 
4      Worship with Canaan Miss.  Baptist Church                         7:00 p.m. 
8      Worship with Greater New Hope  Baptist Chur                    3:30 p.m. 
14    Painting & Pizza Night                                                          5:30 p.m.                                                                                                            
15    Baptismal Service (if candidates)                                           9:30 a.m.   
19    Worship with Sweet Hope Freewill                                       7:00 p.m.  
29    Birthday Sunday Sundaes                                Following a.m. service 

 May 2018 

11      Men’s Day Activity                                                            3:30 p.m.                                                                  
17      Northwesterrn Bible College graduation                            7:00 p.m.     
19      Women’s Prayer Breakfast                                                               
20      Baptismal Service (if candidates)                                        9:30 a.m                        
20      Deaconess Program                                                             3:30 p.m. 
26      Daddy-Daughter Dance                                                       6:00 p.m.      
27      Birthday Sunday Sundaes                              Following a.m. service    

June 2018 

  3       Worship with Unity Baptist Church                                   3:30 p.m.                 
7         Quarterly Official Board meeting                                       7:00 p.m. 
9         Semi-Annual Church Meeting                               10:00 a.m. - noon          
10       Youth and Young Adult Day                                                              
16       Men’s Car Wash                                                                  9:00 a.m.                                                                                                    
17       Baptismal Service (if candidates)                                        9:30 a.m. 
24       Women’s Day                                                                                     
24       Birthday Sunday Sundaes                              Following a.m. service                    
25-29 Vacation Bible School                                                                  

                            Please refer to weekly bulletin for updates   

Sunday School   9:15 a.m.              Sundays                                      
New Members Ministry  9:30 a.m.              1st & 2nd Sundays                                                                                                                      
Mid-Day Bible Study            1:00 p.m.             Tuesdays                          
Prayer & Praise Service         6:00 –6:45 p.m.   First Wednesday each month                                                                                                                                                                      
Bible Study   7:00 p.m.             Wednesdays                                                                                                                                 
Baptismal Service                  9:30 a.m.             Third Sunday                      
HCE, Male Chorus, Unified                                                                       
Voices, and Voices of Praise                                                                            
Rehearsals             7:00 p.m.             Refer to monthly schedule     

Dea. Walter Adams (Home)                                                

Sis. Pam Chapman (Home)                                                 

Sis. Alma Davis (Home)                                                        

Bro. Thomas Davis (Home)                                              

Bro. Oliver Hill  (Home)                                                     

Sis. Nancy Pope  (Home)                                                                                                  

Trus. John Spencer  (Home)                                                           

Sis. Ann Taylor (Home)                                                     

Bro. Calvin Taylor (Future Care,                    

12020 Reisterstown Rd., 21136) 

Prayer List 

Bro. John Arthur                      Dea. Ada Bostick                  
Mother Lillie Mae Campbell   Sis. Dené Cole           
Trustee Ronnie Cole                Bro. Ottaway Gregg                 
Bro. Walter Jones, Jr.              Sis. La-Kia Kommeren              
Sis. Flore Mincey                     Sis. Annie Norris                                     
Sis. Rosetta Quarles                 Sis. Karen Cole Sanders           
Sis. Annie Smith                      Bro. James Spears                     

REMEMBER THE SICK AND SHUT-IN     
EVERYWHERE IN YOUR PRAYERS. ANY 

ACT OF KINDNESS CAN MAKE A BIG      
DIFFERENCE IN THEIR LIVES 
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Church Calendar  

Regularly Scheduled Ministries 

T HE F CCB C CONNE CT ION  

In God’s House... 

 The congregation shall stand when the choir enters the          
sanctuary 

 The congregation shall stand during the  reading of the Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) 

 All pulpit ministers shall wear white or black robes on           
Communion  Sunday (as appropriate) 

 During Communion, no one shall exit or enter the sanctuary 

 Blessings of infants are to take place on the first Sunday of the 
month 

 Turn off cell phones/electronic devices 

As we praise and worship God in this House, we are 
reminded to  adhere to the following: 

 

 

Matthew Kommeren 

 

You are now a member of the FCCBC Family 

Welcome to our New/Reinstated Members 

Our Known Sick & Shut-In 



First Christian Community Baptist Church 

4116 Groveland Avenue 

Baltimore, Maryland 21215 

Visit our website at www.myfccbc.org 

Introducing  5 
Loaves

 2 
Fish 

Culinary Outreach 

Supporting Scripture (NKJ): …“Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and look-

ing up to heaven, He blessed and broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set be-

fore the multitude.” … Luke 9:16 

PURPOSE …    A culinary based outreach that has two components: 

(5 Loaves) Component  

Free ready–to-eat meals are cooked and distributed by the Culinary Ministry to the hungry within community 

on a quarterly basis to a minimum of one hundred people.  Offered the last Saturday in March, June, Septem-

ber &  December 

(2 Fish) Component  

Free ready-to eat-meals are offered, cooked, and delivered to FCCBC Members by the Culinary Ministry who 

are homebound due to illness on the first and last Saturdays on scheduled months (April, May,   July, August, 

October, and November)   

The Culinary Ministry will, on a continual basis, raise funds through various culinary based fundraisers to obtain 

the necessary revenue to self-sustain this initiative … 

“Going Beyond Our Walls” 

Sis. Marilyn Brunt, Culinary Chair                                                  Deaconess Ollie Kelly, Repast Supervisor 

A God inspired vision, through Former Chair Sis. Annie Norris  

Created by Bridgett Tucker, Kitchen Manager; ultimately touching the hearts of the FCCBC Culinary Ministry 

as the vessels to be used. 


