Big Sur Land Trust Action Alert
AN UPDATE ON THE RIVER FIRE

Aerial photo by Matthew Pendergast shows BSLT’s Marks Ranch and lands we transferred
to Toro County Park.

A Note From Jeannette
While ﬁres continue to burn in Monterey County, California
and the western U.S., the need for healthy lands has
become more critical than ever. As neighbors, friends and
loved ones, we care about the people, the animals, and the
communities that are aﬀected. And we care about the land.
This is the essence of stewardship at Big Sur Land Trust –
caring for the land is truly the heart of the matter.
The River Fire in Salinas has been another reminder to Big
Sur Land Trust and our supporters of the importance of
stewardship. Our generous donors have been caring for the
lands you love throughout Monterey County for the last 40
years. We understand that with good stewardship the land
can be resilient, and nature will prevail. Your support means
our team can take action, conserving and caring for the
magniﬁcent natural landscapes, habitats, wildlife and
waterways of our region to ensure a sustainable future for
healthy lands, healthy people and healthy communities.
This action alert tells the story of how strong stewardship
meant that our beloved Marks Ranch could serve the
community and play an important role in saving nearby
neighborhoods. We hope that you will be inspired to take
action in supporting Big Sur Land Trust’s legacy of
responsible care and conservation of the lands you love.

Jeannette Tuitele-Lewis
President & CEO, Big Sur Land Trust

Marks Ranch Serves the Community
In our role as stewards of the lands you love, when the
River Fire began on August 16th Big Sur Land Trust was
called into service. Marks Ranch – located between Toro
County Park and the Las Palmas neighborhoods in
Salinas – became part of the incident command center.
It quickly became clear that a critical ﬁreﬁght would be
waged on this beautiful, historic 73-acre ranch. In a
back-burning operation to protect nearby
neighborhoods, several acres and vast portions of
chaparral, oak woodland, rare expanses of grassland
habitats and important wildlife corridors were burned.
Thankfully, this action was part of the approach that
kept the ﬁre from destroying many homes and jumping
Highway 68.
Water infrastructure and safety repairs on
roads and trails must be a priority now so
that the ranch can stand ready to serve
again. We also want to make the site safe
for hikers and the local youth that will
attend our day camps in the future.
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Camper’s Corner
In many of our communities, various barriers prevent youth from spending
time outdoors in the awe-inspiring landscapes of our county. We are
working to change this dynamic so that accessing open green spaces
becomes part of a healthy lifestyle for all these children and their families.
Because of its easily accessible location, Marks Ranch is an ideal spot for
day camps where kids can explore wildlife corridors, beautiful oak and
sycamore woodlands, grazing lands and 90 species of wildﬂowers. Our
camps are a source of inspiration to the next generation of conservationminded leaders. They learn to see the world from a diﬀerent perspective, gain self-conﬁdence, connect to the land and
begin to understand that they can play an important role in the environmental movement. In anticipation of the ranch’s
reopening, we are planning new experiences to share with youth integrating ﬁre ecology and what it can teach us about
resilience: both in nature and in our lives.

Stewardship – The Heart of the Work
Good land stewardship is about managing for long-term health and resiliency. Our stewardship team along with expert
partners and dedicated volunteers care for and restore diverse habitats that span rare sensitive dunes, majestic redwood
forests, expansive oak woodlands, grasslands, grazing lands and river corridors. They maintain trails, roads and buildings
while controlling invasive species and implementing ﬁre mitigation practices.
With over 40,000 acres conserved since 1978, we have retained and manage 4,600+ acres throughout Monterey County.
Our ﬂagship properties include:
• Arroyo Seco Ranch, Greenﬁeld

• Marks Ranch, Salinas

• Carr Lake, Salinas

• Martin Dunes, Marina

• Glen Deven Ranch, Big Sur

• Mitteldorf Preserve and Patriarch Ridge, Carmel Valley
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Big Sur Land Trust’s mission is to inspire love of land across generations, conservation
of our unique Monterey County landscapes, and access to outdoor experiences for all.
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