
Making 
an Impact

“�This�food�makes�a�big�difference�because�now�we�have�different�things�we�

can�make�a�meal�out�of.�Instead�of�just�making�macaroni�and�cheese�or�just�

burgers,�with�this�food�I�can�make�an�actual�meal.�We�also�get�a�lot�of�fruit�

and�vegetables,�which�all�of�my�kids�love.”���– SARAH
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 Message 
from our 

campaign 
co-chairs

Community 
Food Pantry 
set to open 
September 

2021

Like you, we believe that access to nutritious food is a basic human right.

Our community has invested more than $18.7 million in the Food Bank’s 
bold vision that our neighbors should have the nutritious food they need  
to lead healthy lives. Thank YOU for being a good neighbor and helping the  
Food Bank: 

•  Grow: Getting nutritious food to more people, with a focus on people and 
neighborhoods with the highest needs.

•  Share: Reaching more people by building a larger network and expanding 
programs to broaden our impact.

•  Thrive:  Helping individuals and families stabilize their lives, going beyond 
food and making access to services as simple as possible. 

It is an honor to serve our region in a leadership role for this important 
campaign. Together we can ensure that the Food Bank is here to serve our 
community for years to come. We are truly grateful for your commitment.

Thanks to your support, construction of the 
new Community Food Pantry is currently 
underway.

Starting in September 2021, the Community 
Food Pantry will be open weekdays, evenings 
and weekends to anyone in need of food. 
Exciting features include:

•  A grocery store layout so that people can 
choose the food they want rather than 
receiving pre-packaged items. Shopping this 
way allows people to meet the nutritional 
needs and preferences of their families.

•  A test kitchen that opens into a classroom 
where Food Bank staff and guests can teach 
cooking classes for a variety of audiences. 
The kitchen will feature residential grade  

appliances to reflect what families are 
cooking with at home. When not used as 
a teaching space, Food Bank nutrition staff 
will use it to test and share recipes with the 
community.

•  Support from the Food Bank’s Life Stabilization 
Team to provide additional wrap-around 
assistance beyond food. In addition to SNAP 
application assistance the Team will connect 
our neighbors to other critical services  
such as employment and career readiness, 
financial education and empowerment, 
healthcare, housing and more.

While the steel beams and roofing may just  
be going up on the Community Food Pantry, 
your critical support of this project means so 
much more than just a meal for our neighbors 
facing hunger.

Renderings of the new pantry.
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Reaching More People through Doorstep Delivery

Through the generous support of donors and volunteers, in just six days 
the Food Bank was able to take Doorstep Delivery from concept to reality. 
When the pandemic made it impossible for some of our neighbors to leave 
home safely, the Food Bank responded to bring the food to their doors.

Mary Lou Dzambo joined the Food Bank in 
May 2020 as a temporary customer service 
and logistics assistant, helping to get Doorstep 
Delivery off the ground. Her position became 
permanent several months later as this home 
delivery program grew.

Almost immediately, Dzambo said she realized 
this program would not be possible without 
the army of volunteers who deliver the boxes 
of shelf-stable food each week. “Volunteers 
deliver about 300 boxes weekly. They hear  
a lot of ‘thank-you’s’, ‘God-bless-you’s’ and  
‘we wouldn’t know what to do without you’s’.” 
she said.

Doorstep Delivery is a full team effort.  
Partners including Alliance for Nonprofit 
Resources, ACCESS, Ruby Ride, UPS, Door Dash 
and 412 Food Rescue have worked alongside  
volunteers making deliveries.

“�When�I�joined�the�Food�Bank,�it�was�a�rush�to�get�as�much�food�as�we�

could�to�as�many�people�as�we�could,”�Dzambo�said.�“The�Food�Bank�

really�went�above�and�beyond�to�get�boxes�to�seniors�who�were�afraid� 

to�come�out�of�the�house.�They�were�told�to�stay�inside,�and�they�weren’t�

going�out,�but�that�meant�they�couldn’t�go�to�the�grocery�store.”

The continuation of this program will  
ensure the most vulnerable older adults  
in our community have enough nutritious  
food to eat.

Doorstep Delivery by the Numbers

Since March 2020:

1,300+ volunteers delivered 
food to our homebound  
neighbors ages 60 and older  
in Allegheny, Beaver and  
Butler counties

400,000+ pounds of food  
shared through 16,000+  
home deliveries



“It is tragic that hunger is so prevalent in a country as wealthy as the United 
States, and the pandemic has just exacerbated the problem,” says Minni. 
“When we moved to Pittsburgh, we were struck by the warm welcome we 
received. I am humbled and gratified that our family has been able to give 
back in the small ways we have.”

“People should not have to wait to feed  
themselves and their families. I am excited  
that the new pantry will give people the  
opportunity to make choices for what is  
appropriate for their dietary and health  
needs or preferences,” shares Minni.

While Minni and Ajei have shared the love  
with our neighbors in need through Doorstep 
Delivery by making deliveries to neighbors who 
are homebound, they are also excited about 
the future community pantry under construction 
at the Food Bank warehouse.

Food Bank 
Champions

1 N. Linden St. Duquesne, PA 15110  

To learn more, go to 
GrowShareThrive.org or  
call 412-745-6465.

Thanks to you, we’ve almost 
reached our goal! $18,778,103

$20,000,000 GOAL

“Doorstep�Delivery�is�great�because�most�of�the�drive-up�distributions�

you�see�are�for�people�in�cars�and�as�seniors�we�don’t�have�the�ability� 

to�go�out�as�much�and�a�lot�of�us�don’t�have�transportation.�To�have�

that�blessing�come�to�you�automatically�is�almost�beyond�words.�

Thank�you�all�from�the�bottom�of�my�heart.�Sharing�is�necessary� 

and�love�goes�a�long�way,�so�thank�you.”�

 –SHIRLEY, DOORSTEP DELIVERY PARTICIPANT

Minni and Ajei Gopal


