
Gone But                  Never Forgotten

Elwood Pembleton                   1921 - 2007

Born Elwood James Pembleton on October 31, 1921 Fergus 

Ontario Moved to Brampton in 1941. 

Co- Founder of our club, since he founded the club in 1978, he was 

the driving force behind the success of the club. He led 

negotiations in 1977, with the City of Brampton Parks and 

Recreation to provide the section of land for 6 courts and later the 

lights. He helped build court seven, and in 1988 the last five along 

with backboards.  He served as the 2nd president in 1979 to 1982 

and again in 1985 – 1986 over the years he served as Vice-

President and executive committee and in 2002 was appointed 

Goodwill Ambassador and Club Advisor, a post he held until his 

death.  

“His Legacy will live on” In 1998 the club recognized his 

contribution to the club, he was presented with a plaque and a yearly award in his name would 

be handed out for the most improved player.  In 2000 he was inducted into the Ontario 

Horseshoe Hall of Fame, recognizing his contribution in the building category. And the first 

annual Elwood Pembleton Singles tournament was held in 2001; in 2003 he received the City of 

Brampton Citizens award for 25 plus years of community service. Honourary Lifetime Member 

1987. 

His personal club records: 1st place “A” division 2002 – “B” division 1982, 

1990, 1994 and “C” division 2007.  Club average over 13 years 29.7 %, best 

year recorded was 36.0%.   Glen Barton Award 2004 and Player of the Week. 

He loved all sports and participated in Bowling, horseshoes, played hockey, 

baseball and enjoyed coaching his sons Jim & Gary in hockey and 

baseball. He was a passionate Maple Leaf, Blue Jays fan and supported 

Brampton Lacrosse, and hockey teams.  

He went through some bad times with his health, he had knee replacements 

in 1980’s and the again in 2004 and once again in 2007. He also had a triple 

bi-pass, a ruptured bowel, a pace-maker, and cataract operation. Despite all 

that, he never stopped being active, it only slowed him down one year in 

horseshoes. 

He never stopped working for the club, and was part of the negotiating 

team, right up to his passing on NOVEMBER 14, 2007. 

He truly believed in the motto of our club, Fellowship, Sportsmanship, Friendly Competition, he 

was the first to congratulate someone on their victory.  

” There will never be another, for he truly was one of a kind” 



Our 31
st

season was  Dedicated to His  Memory



Born Elwood James Pembleton on October 31, 1921 Fergus Ontario to Ed and Bertha, along 

with twin brother Elmer, his other siblings were Sheldon,  Dorothy, Louise, Shirley 

and George. He also lived in Hillsburgh, before moving to Brampton in 1941, to Church 

Street across from the Brampton Cemetery.  He married the love of his life Lucy Haynes on 

November 3, 1945 in Brampton. They started their family on May 20, 1946 when Ruth was 

born, in August 9, 1949 along came Jim, followed by Cathy in June 3, 1951 and finally Gary 

September 22, 1954.  Between Ruth & Mike Fisher, Jim & Janice, Cathy & Dan Smith, and 

Gary & Peggy, they gave him eleven grandchildren, Jamie, Kevin, Diane, Jeff, Steve, Sandy, 

Trevor, Dan, Melissa, Laura, Rebecca and their family expanded again with nine 

grandchildren and three more on the way. 

He was a hard worker and work at various jobs over the years, Bulls Dairy Farm, owned and drove his own dump truck, 

delivered oil for Bill Bailey for 12 – 15 years, before going to Benson & Hedges for 20 years. He built a house on Kennedy 

Road where the Brick is now, out of a garage. Moved to 10 Morpeth Road and lived their until his passing.

He loved sports and participated in Bowling, horseshoes, played hockey with Benson & Hedges, played baseball and 

enjoyed coaching Jim & Gary in hockey and baseball. He was a passionate Maple Leaf fan, Blue Jays, Brampton 

Lacrosse, and hockey. He was an active member of the Senior’s Club, loved his euchre, shuffleboard and participated in 

the senior games. 

He also enjoyed snowmobiling at the cottage in Wasaga Beach, which he bought in April 1972. . The family spent a lot of 

time there, fishing, boating, and of course playing horseshoes, with the family and his neighbor John Loder, as the family 

reflects back there was nothing but good memories, with their Mom and Dad at the cottage.

He always had a garden, full of vegetables and flower beds, which he enjoy, “he said “ it wasn’t work, his front and back 

lawn was immaculate and when the kids were young he would make a skating rink, and enjoyed playing ball out in the 

field, behind the house with relatives and friends. He was just as comfortable in the kitchen as he was in his garden, he 

loved making apple pies, preserving, and his famous strawberry jam, was a treat to eat.

Life was cruel at times, he went through some bad times with his health, he had knee replacements in 1980’s and the 

again in 2004 and once again in 2007. He also had a triple bi-pass, a ruptured bowel, a pace-maker, and cataract 

operation. His son Jim had a complete heart transplant. And on May 10, 2004 his bride Lucy of 59 years, who supported 

everything he did, passed away suddenly and over the next couple of years his brothers and sisters.

Despite all that, he never stopped being active, going to sport events, playing horseshoes, and the activities at the senior’s 

club. 

A few days before he went into the hospital for his knee replacement, he was up on the ladder cleaning out the eaves 

trough and the grass had to be cut, the laundry done. He never put anything off it had to be done now. 

Most of all he was a good family man, provider and a friendly man always willing to help anyone and enjoyed sitting down 

and chatting, he always had a hug and a kiss for his family and friends.

All of the Pembleton family would like to thank the Horseshoe club, for the love and support you gave our father, and the 

support you gave us during our grieving period. 

Sincerely  Ruth  Jim  Cathy  Gary 

Back row: Gary     Cathy        Ruth         Jim

50th Anniversary

Elwood  and Lucy



2000

Inducted into 

the Ontario 

Horseshoe Hall 

of Fame

Being 

congratulated 

by Mayor Peter 

Robertson at 

the Ontario 

Singles 

Championships

2003

Receiving the City of 

Brampton Citizens Award 

25 plus years of volunteer 

service, from L- Sandra 

Hames and R- Gael Miles 

2001 banquet 80th Birthday cake

L – Bob DeShane (70th )– Debra Halls  

2006 banquet 85th Birthday cake

2007 30th season 

opening ceremonies 

with Mayor Susan 

Fennell

2006 celebrating 85th                  

L- Elwood,                               

Bob DeShane (75th)                           

Al Acker 50th

Archie Dash 80th

2003 The Mayor dropped in before banquet

Goodwill Ambassador

L- 2005 presenting Jamie Tufts 

appreciation gift and yearbook.  

Elwood was part of the committee to 

visited the members when they were sick. 

Senior Games Coordinator 

2005 Delivering yearbook and picture to Tony Vale 

2007 Delivering fruit basket to                          

Cecil Churchill 

2007 presenting Senior games awards to 

Bob Booth and Archie Dash 



Since he founded the club in 1978, along with Bert Large, he was the driving force behind the success that the club 

now enjoys. He led negotiations in 1977, with the City of Brampton Parks and Recreation to provide the section of 

land for 6 courts and later the lights. He help build court seven,  and in 1988 along with Tom Corner the last five 

along with backboards. He was the first  at the park when work had to be done, continued to meet with city official’s 

for upgrades to the courts. He served as the 2nd president in 1979 to 1982 and again in 1985 – 1986 over the years 

he served as Vice-President and  executive committee and in 2002 was appointed Goodwill Ambassador and Club 

Advisor a post he held until his death. He also renegotiated with Trevor Small for the club to run the Fall Fair 

tournament for them, which lasted for 11 years. During his time Elwood and Ken talked to Jamie Tufts for a sign  at 

the entrance to the courts, he helped build the storage facility, shelters, was part of the executive to meet with the 

city for improved lighting 1999 and again in 2007, also the water supply to the pits. When not on the executive he 

made calls to the executive to remind them, of things to do, and offer his assistance. 

“His Legacy will live on” In 1998 the club recognized his contribution to the club, he was presented with a plaque 

and a yearly award in his name would be handed out for the most improved player.  In 2000 he was inducted into 

the Ontario Horseshoe Hall of Fame, recognizing his contribution in the building category. and the first annual 

Elwood Pembleton Singles tournament was held in 2001, in 2003 he received the City of Brampton Citizens award 

for 25 plus years of community service.  

He truly believed in the motto of our club, Fellowship, Sportsmanship, Friendly Competition, he was the first to 

congratulate someone on their victory, the first to sit down and talk to new members and became a father figure to 

many of us and their wives, for the ladies a hug and a kiss on the cheek, for the men a firm handshake and 

sometimes a hug.

Elwood had four passions in life, number one Lucy, 2nd his four children and their spouses, 3rd his grandchildren, 

nieces and nephews and 4th sports, mainly horseshoes which was his extended family, numbering in the thousand.

He was so proud of our club and all of our accomplishments, and the accomplishment of our members in major 

competition, he lived horseshoes 24 hours a day, and made several trips a day to the park to make sure everything 

was alright. He would pickup garbage left behind by people using the park, help paint the stakes, and would get 

water from the creek  to water the pits. He would call the executive and remind them of things that had to be done, 

starting in early spring and right through until the banquet was over and the final meeting. He taught me many 

things, about running the club, but most of all how to treat people and shed a tear, was okay for a man to do, for he 

was a very emotional person, as he so eloquently demonstrated when receiving accolades. He saved every scrap 

of paper, from day one, recording all the stats and actives, and took many pictures, with out that information and 

hard work and dedication, there wouldn’t have been a 30 year history.  In 2007 yearbook he wrote “whoever would 

have believed it”, meaning just how far the club has come in 30 years. 

At the funeral I asked the family if I could say a few words, about their father, it was a proud moment for me, but a 

very difficult and  emotional one, to pay tribute, and say goodbye to a friend, that you held the deepest respect for, 

and knowing he won’t be calling reminding me of things to do.  After telling the story of Elwood and what he meant 

to the horseshoe members,  I end up with the following remarks: Elwood was a very affectionate, gentle man, 

when ever he ended a call to his family, he would always say good night dear, I love you. One night after 

having a conversation with Elwood he said Good night dear to me, it became a joke, and I would say good 

night dear to end our calls, he would laugh and say good night sweetie.  So I can’t think of a better way to 

say goodbye, “good night dear” “you will be missed”, “as I said” as I wiped away the tears, it was difficult. 

At our last banquet celebrating our 30th season, he walked off with first place in the “C” division and won the 50-50 

draw.  He wanted to have his knee replacement so he could compete at the same level he was accustom to. He 

was a competitor and winner, in life and the games he played.

And I will end the final chapter in the life of our friend and horseshoe buddy Elwood.

“By saying”  There will never be another, for he was one of a kind

Ken



2000 newspaper picture 2001 His wife 

Lucy 50-50 

winner 

Honourary  member 1987. Shown 

with fellow Hon. members John 

Loder   Harry Collins
1979 December 30

1983 Ken Pitts & Elwood

Elwood and John Loder

1979 Joe Parker   Gary  Pembleton  

Ron Young   John Loder

1998 receiving a plaque recognizing             

his dedication to the club 

1999 presenting  Lloyd Harvey 

with the first Elwood Pembleton 

Most Improved player award 

1999 First member honoured to pitchout the first shoe to open the 

season  and again in 2002 our 25th season 

1994 Donated 

plaque for 

Division 

Champions

2004 Winner of the 

Glen Barton Award 

2007 New Year’s Day 

2007 Finalizing Teams 

2006 1st place club tournament

2002 1st place “A” Division

1982 1st place “B”  

1987 Honourary Member

1990 1st place “B”  

1994 1st place “B”  

2001 Tournament named 

in his honour

2002 1st place “A”

2004 Player of the Week

2004 Glen Barton Award

2007 “C”  1st place                 

Club average over                     

13 years 29.7 % High 1 

year avg. 36.0 %.



1999 New and improved lighting

2004 Fall Fair Setup 

2001 New Sign at the pits thanks to 

Jamie Tufts pictured below

Clean up Days at the pits

2003 Building the clubhouse

1988 adding 6 more courts 

2001 Supervising Water line 

Cooking on the BB’Q 

Since he first negotiated the land for the pits in 1977, he has been involved in every project at the park, the installation of 

the first 6 courts and the additional one in 1981, and  lights in 1982. In 1988 he was on the committee for the addition of 6

more courts , including backboards and slabs for 30 foot pitchers. Sometime in the 80’S he had the grass removed from 

the infield and replaced with limestone. In 1999 , Elwood & Ken Condie met with city officials and the lights were improved, 

from 4000 watts to 8000 watts. He attended all meetings with the city regarding the new sign to the courts, water supply to 

the pits, the storage facility (clubhouse), shelters, and improved the lighting once more. Throughout the years he arranged 

for sand and limestone for the yearly cleanup. He was the first to pick up a shovel or sledge hammer, or a block as seen in 

the picture below and start to work. He arranged for the planter at the clubhouse, purchased the flowers and watered them. 

Started talks, about the club running the Brampton Fall Fair Tournament. “He never stopped working for the club”.

Building the beams & 

trussing for the shelters

Mounting rubber on 

backboards
Selling tickets for the 

50-50 draw

Planting & Watering                

the flowers

Meeting with City Manager Parks & 

Recreation Gene Duval Clean up Days at the pits



President Ken Condie introduces the 2008 Executive  and introducing the Pembleton Family 

Jeff        Mike       Ken      Wayne   Chris     Tom    Duane       Len  

Vause Ryde   Condie   Crowe    Gorman  Slaney  McPhail  Smith The Pembleton Family 

A moment of silence was held to remember Elwood 

Ken directing the family to look at the Memorial Gardens honouring Elwood



Ken paying  tribute to Elwood, as Family, Members 

and friends,  gather around the Memorial Gardens

The plaque 

wasn’t ready 

for the 

opening day 

ceremony and 

was install 

before the 

Elwood 

Pembleton 

Tournament.

John Dykstra and Jamie Orton unveil the signs on 

the pathway going through the Park .                          

“Elwood Pembleton Way”

They watched as the covers were removed from the 

signs. It was a emotional, proud and happy moment 

for the family, and some wept. 

The first to sit in the Elwood Pembleton memorial gardens.



Ruth, Jim, Cathy and Gary Pembleton pitch out the first shoe to officially open our 31st season 

Jim                        Ruth             Cathy      Gary Ruth the oldest starts it off ( she won’t admit ) and 

shows good form. “Dad always said I was the best of 

the bunch.”

Jim admits he isn’t as good, as his father 

Cathy threw a good 

shoe, I think it was a 

ringer, but  the 

photographer was a 

little slow !

Gary “said” I’m the best of all of you ( he is a active member of 

the club, so he should be) the rest of the family don’t think he’s 

that good

The rest of the Pembleton family approved of 

their performance.

Left: Regional 

Councillor John 

Sanderson, pays 

tribute to Elwood, 

for his years of 

service to the 

community and 

his commitment 

to the club he 

founded.

Ruth, on                                                                                                                

behalf of the family thanked the Horseshoe Club and the City of 

Brampton, and the Parks Department for honouring their dad, with the 

garden and the signs on the pathway 



May 27, 2008 
 
Dear Pembleton Family 
 
Back in the late 60’s, I used to walk along Kennedy Road to deliver my newspapers. There were a few 
homes on the east side between Clarence Street and the train tracks. I recall one of the houses had a 
large flowerbed of orange Day-Lilies. 
 
It was common for people with homes along main thoroughfares in towns like ours to plant beautiful 
flowers, in part for their own enjoyment, and also in part to show community pride.  It seemed to be one of 
those things that people used to do back then. It really brightened up the neighbourhood.  Local folks and 
visitors would enjoy them equally, whether traveling by car or train. The owners of those homes really 
helped Brampton keep it title as “Flower Town of Canada” 
 
In the early 70”s the roadway in front of these homes was slated for major construction to fit the new 
railroad underpass.  The houses were being razed and the flowerbeds had no future.  After the houses 
were emptied and construction was about to begin, I liberated some of the Lily plants.  I took them to my 
mom on Ardglen Drive.  Those Lilies graced my parent’s front yard for the next 25 years. Once again, 
local folk enjoyed the beauty of these flowers. 
 
In the late 90’s after the death of my father, my mom moved to a senior’s apartment building and had to 
vacate the family home. About the same time, my young family had purchased a new home in Bramalea 
with a very bare back yard. There I was again spade in hand, liberating some of the Lily plants for my own 
yard. The plants are thriving and doing well in their new setting. 
 
A few years ago, as I was enjoying a drink at my home with my dear friend Len Smith, I pointed out the 
Lilies and their history. He related the story to his friend Elwood Pembleton. Elwood mentioned that the 
flowers were from his original homestead on Kennedy Road.  These flowers jokingly became known as 
the Lilies that I stole from Elwood. Elwood, Len and I enjoyed a sense of connection even though I never 
had the privilege of meeting Elwood. I mentioned to Len that I would like to repatriate these flowers to 
Elwood’s home at some time. As with many good intentions that don’t seem to come to fruition. I never 
did get around to giving some back to Elwood before his passing. I thought then, as I do now, that their 
original owner should understand just how much enjoyment our family had from these flowers in the last 
40 years. 
 
Even though I am too late to share this joy with Elwood personally, I am sending some of these Lilies for 
transplant into the new Elwood Pembleton Memorial Flower Garden at the Brampton Legion on Mary 
Street. I am hoping that the Pembleton Family, local folk, and visitors, will once again, enjoy the beauty of 
Elwood’s Lilies. 
 
I will add another bit of irony to this story. My mom is still living at the senior’s apartment building across 
the street from the Legion. In her 87

th
 year, she too will be able to enjoy these Lilies once again, since her 

apartment window overlooks Elwood’s Memorial Garden. 
 
May God bless all of you  
Mike Lalonde and Family  

                                                            

Lilies planted on each side 
of  the rock  .  



Old drainage ditch was covered with cloth mesh and stone, and now looks 

like a river bed. Makes a nice backdrop for the garden.

Sean          Jeff               Claudio

The search for the Rock ended at  

Duane McPhail’s property. Duane then 

had to ask permission from the 

guardian of the rock and he finally 

agreed to part with it. A front end

loader was borrowed, but wouldn’t lift 

it, we finally located a lift truck from a 

neighbours farm, and placed it on the 

Parks Department truck.                                     

” Big job supervised by Duane”

Preparing the site

Tree planting 

Jamie located a 

couple of benches 

one was place further 

down. It took a lot of 

manpower to put 

them in place, on the 

pad they had 

prepared earlier.

Touch up on the bench and we are ready for the flowers.

Sean & Claudio 

mounting the 

signs on the 

post, now 

everything is 

ready for opening 

night. 

“The Rock” 



THE ELWOOD PEMBLETON  MEMORIAL GARDENS

Paul Webster from the Brampton Cemetery 

This whole project was presented to the City of Brampton Parks Department by Ken Condie and Mike 

Ryde at a meeting in the early spring, attended by Gene Duval, Jamie Tufts, Sean Lovegrove and Vince 

Oliver. Jamie was to co-ordinate the project and Sean was to design the site. Once approved by City 

officials, work began in late April and was completed by opening day May 6th, the plaque wasn’t ready 

and was placed in the rock on July 14th just before the Elwood Pembleton Singles Memorial Tournament.

We have had many projects under my watch as president , but none gives me more satisfaction, and 

pride to see this memorial site in place, for a very deserving person.  I want to thank everyone involved 

for making this possible. The family expressed their sincere thanks, for what the City and Club did for 

their Dad and I know Elwood would be proud.  Ken

This is one of the most beautiful places in the park, to come and sit 

Back Left to right, Claudio Esposito,                  

Sean Lovegrove, Tom Patrick and Jeff Daly.

Jamie Tufts

Jamie and his 

crew relax after a 

job well done.

Sean was there 

from started to 

finish, selected 

and planted all the 

flowers.

“They said it was 

a work of love for 

a great person.”

A space had to 

be cut out of the 

rock, Paul left 

mixing the 

cement and right 

mounting the 

plaque


