
c/o Jon H. Ringelberg, Treasurer 
3062 E Colonville Rd 
Clare, Michigan 48617-9448 

Questions, comments? Email 
museum@clarecountyhistory.org 

Our museum complex is at  7050 S 

Eberhart Rd. at Dover, five miles north 

of Clare. 
Like us on Facebook! 

J oin us as we carpool to the 

Missaukee Mounds in Mis-

saukee County.  The trip is 

planned for Saturday, Oct. 13.  

This is a reschedule of a planned 

June 24 trip that was cancelled 

due to rain.   

   We will meet at the RESD 

parking lot at the south en-

trance to Mid Michigan Commu-

nity College at 9 a.m. and will be 

back in the early afternoon.  It 

takes about 45 minutes to get 

there and then participants will 

need to walk about a 1/2 mile 

on a level two-track trail in or-

der to get to the mound.  A visit 

to just one mound is planned, 

although we may visit a second 

depending on conditions.  

   “Although there is a lot of 

wonderful history in Clare 

county, we have nothing like the 

earthworks they have in our 

neighbor to the north.  We 

thought it might be fun to go for 

a visit,” said Marty Johnson, who 

will be leading the event.  

   The largest of the mounds to 

be visited is 177 feet across and 

stands nearly 5 feet tall.  “It 

would have been taller centuries 

ago when it was built—all by 

hand—but it’s still quite impres-

sive today.”     

   After the tour, there will be a 

stop at the general store in 

“beautiful downtown Falmouth.”  

   There is no cost and reserva-

tions are not required.  Howev-

er, in order to know how many 

to expect, please email the His-

torical Society at muse-

um@clarecountyhistory.org or 

contact Marty at 734-755-2638.   
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Clare County   
Historical Society 

O ur mission is to preserve,     
advance, and disseminate 

the history of Clare County. 
The Society oversees a complex 
located at the corner of Dover 
and Eberhart Roads northeast of 
Clare, which includes the Dover 
one-room schoolhouse, Ott Fami-
ly Log Cabin, Blacksmith Shop 
and a Museum.   
The complex is open Saturdays 
from 1 –4 p.m. through Septem-
ber.  We also have photos, books, 
old newspapers and documents in 
our archives.  Access to these is by 
appointment.  Visit us on 
clarecountyhistory.org or on  
Facebook.   

Fall 2017 Sharing Our Past With the Present. 

S aturday, Sept. 30 is not only 

Old Fashion Day, it’s our final 

day of the 2017 season. That 

means if you want to tour our 

exhibits, see a working blacksmith, 

find out about Spikehorn, play at 

the new children’s table or just sit 

on our porch and talk, you only 

have a few Saturdays left!  

   C’mon out between 1—4 p.m.  

T he Clare 

County 

Historical Soci-

ety is hosting 

its annual “Old 

Fashion Day” 

on Saturday, 

Sept. 30, from 

11 a.m. to 4 

p.m. at its 

Clare County 

museum  

complex at the  

corner of  

Dover and  

Eberhart 

Roads, north of 

Clare. 

   It’s a great opportunity for the 

family to experience life in Clare 

County when many things we 

consider necessities (like  

electricity, automobiles and  

telephones) were luxuries and 

TVs, computers, smartphones 

were still topics 

of science  

fiction.   

   There will be 

blacksmiths, farm 

equipment,  

animals,  tractor 

rides, good food, 

games and more.  

Visitors will also 

have one last 

chance to tour 

the museum, the  

historic one-

room school-

house and the 

log cabin where 

the Ott family raised 18  

children. 

   Music will again be provided 

by the Sunshine String Band. 

   Admission to the event is only 

$3 per person.  Children 12 

years and under admitted free.  

Proceeds benefit the museum.   

Prepping to Close Join Us Sept. 30  
for Old Fashion Day 

Spikehorn Photos Needed 

A ngela Kellogg 

from the 

Clare County  

Historical Society is 

working on a new 

pictorial book 

about Spikehorn 

Meyer.   

   Do you have any 

photos of yourself 

with Spikehorn?  

Do you have any 

special Spikehorn 

memories? 

   They could be 

considered for  

publication.   

   Please call Angela 

at the Clare Coun-

ty Cleaver at 989-

539–7496 or  

contact her at  

edtor@clarecounty- 

cleaver.net.   
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Scouts Repair, Repaint Clare Depot Caboose 

A  deteriorating 1920s era 

wooden caboose got a 

new lease on life last year when 

it was purchased by the Clare 

Depot Group and installed at 

the site of the Clare Depot .  

   This summer the caboose got 

a new look and extended life 

due to the efforts of Ben Yob 

and his fellow Scouts from Clare 

Troop 621.  Ben took on the 

job as his Eagle Project.     

   The caboose looks great and 

we are thankful.  Thanks also to 

Joel Laverty who oversaw the  

project and worked side-by-side 

with Ben and the Scouts.   

Tough Travel Between Harrison and Clare   

T he easi-

est 

route from 

Clare to 

Harrison in 

the 1880s to 

early part of 

the 20th cen-

tury was via 

the Harrison 

Branch of the 

railroad.  Of 

course there 

was still a need for conventional 

roads between the two commu-

nities but the route was not an 

easy one, nor was it straight, 

according to early maps.   

Nowadays, one can take Clare 

Ave. (Old 27) between the two, 

but that was not the case even 

into the 1920s. In 1879, when 

Harrison was founded, a traveler 

heading north, would take Old 

State Road out of Farwell but 

getting to Harrison was tough 

since the new town was devel-

oped three miles east of the 

road.  

A route known as M-14 was lat-

er developed.  It headed east on 

State Street (by the Middle 

School) out of Clare and inter-

sected with a north-south road 

called Dover (now Eberhart).  

Once in the small settlement of 

Dover, a traveler would go east 

one mile to Cornwell Avenue 

avoiding James Hill (that stood 

between Clare and  

Harrison) and was even steeper 

than it is now.   

   Once past the Cornwell farm, 

the traveler would turn west 

onto what is now Mannsiding 

Road and then north, until 

reaching what is now the inter-

section of M-61 and Clare Ave.  

However, in those days, the  

intersection didn’t exist.   

   The goal was to reach County 

Farm Road to the west of town, 

which was the main road leading 

to and from Harrison.  In 1899, 

this was accomplished by contin-

uing north past present day  

M-61, on what is known as the 

Spikehorn Super-Highway.  

(Contrary to legend, Spikehorn 

did not build this road that 

passed through his property).  

Travelers would have continued 

about three-quarters of a mile 

on this small road before head-

ing west to another road, now 

long gone, that would have 

crossed Clare Ave. (Old 27) just 

to the north of where Mid Mich-

igan Health and the Central 

Michigan District Health Depart-

ment is now.   

   Around 1920, a new road 

called Clare Ave. developed be-

ginning to curve to the east and 

north as the more familiar Clare 

Ave. (Old 27) does now.   

However, it wasn’t until some-

time in the mid ‘20s that Clare 

Avenue was extended and ran 

north from Larch Road into 

Harrison.   

   In the late 1930s, maps began 

to show the route we use today.   

   One can still see evidence of 

the old M-14 route in this area.  

On the west side of the stretch 

of Clare Avenue between the 

southbound entrance to U.S. 

127 and Larch road is a small 

dirt road.  The street sign on 

the corner of Larch Road and 

Clare Avenue designates this 

small dirt road, no more than 

1/3 mile long, as M-14. 

Businesses Make 
Pavilion Fix Possible 

T hanks to donations from Harrison Lumber in 

Harrison and Pioneer Pole Barn north of 

Clare, our pavilion that is available to the commu-

nity and local groups for picnics and other public 

gathering has a new back on it that will help keep 

the wind and rain out.  We appreciate their sup-

port of this project.  
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Name: _____________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________       

Address 2: ___________________    Email Address:_______________________________________________ 

City/Town: ___________________________  State: ______  Zip: __________  

  $_______   Total enclosed*     

I f you are not a member, we 

invite you to join. Membership  

is only $10 per calendar year—

unless you are 80 or older in 

which case your membership is 

free! (but we still ask you mail in 

the form).  

   Join or renew now and 

your membership is valid 

through Dec. 2018.  

   Your support allows us to run 

our museum complex, publish 

our newsletters, host our web-

site and run events and promote 

our history within our county 

and around the region, tell its 

stories and protect its artifacts.  

   Providing your email address, 

will make it possible (in the    

future) to share information on a 

more frequent basis and also 

send our newsletter.  Your email 

address is NEVER shared and 

you can always opt out.  

Join (or Renew) With Us! 

Make checks payable to: Clare County Historical Society  
and mail them to  
CCHS, c/o Jon H. Ringelberg, Treasurer 
3062 E Colonville Rd 
Clare, Michigan 48617-9448 

  New Renewal 

Donations over $10 will be used to improve our  

museum complex and promote local history. CCHS is a 

501(c)3 organization and your donation may be tax 

deductible. 

Qualify for a Free Membership  

Grant, Donations Make 
New Roof Possible 

T he new roof has been installed on the Dover 

Schoolhouse thanks to the grant from the 

Clare County Community Foundation, Fair  

Salvage, your memberships and other donations 

from the community.  The new all-metal roof 

should help the school remain a community asset 

for another century.   


