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Ease Your Child’s Transition to School 
Before School Starts

Practice going to school: Walk or drive to school a couple of times 
each week so your child gets familiar with the route and routine. Point out 
the signs, classrooms and any visible play equipment. 

Describe or read books about what will happen on the first day: 
You can share your own memories, sing  songs (my favorite is “Off to 
School” from The Best of Elmo album by Sesame Street), and read books 
together about going to preschool. See suggested reading below. 

Don’t ignore fears but focus on the positive things: Don’t let your 
children dwell on fears or imagination of what might happen. For example 
if your child likes art, you can show her books where children are painting 
or doing crafts in school. Talk about how a fictional character (Dora or 
Superman) might handle it. Focus on fun.

Practice separation: If your child has never been separated from you 
or a family member, introduce her to alternate caregivers (e.g. babysitters). 
Also consider one to two hour drop-off classes. You can also play simple 
separation games like hide-and-seek.

Start adjusting sleep and meal times: If your child will be at school 
during her scheduled naptime, start adjusting in advance. Many schools 
will not have a naptime for children over three years. 

Meet other children going to the same class: Some schools will 
organize an orientation or get together prior to the start of school. 
Additionally, consider introducing your child to some of the children in the 
class and arranging play dates in advance. 

Give children control over what they can control: Plan a special 
shopping trip for school supplies or clothes with your child. Offering 
simple choices like picking a lunchbox, backpack or outfit may help calm 
nerves and get kids excited. 

Don’t over-schedule extra-curricular activities: Expect your child 
to be initially tired and possibly more irritable than usual when he or she 
starts school.  Don’t sign up in advance for before or after school activities.

Final Days Before School and First Days
If your child gets anxious or upset, acknowledge the feeling: Do 

not bribe or bargain to mask the distress. Don’t share your own separation 
anxiety with your child. Continue to be upbeat and focus on fun. 

Make sure the child is well rested and fed: A sleepy or hungry child can 
quickly become a cranky child. If your child has not eaten a meal, not slept 
well, or is feeling tired discuss these issues with the teacher in the morning. 

Pack a piece of home to school: Tuck a family photo in your child’s 
backpack. Most schools will allow your child to bring his/her favorite toy, 
lovey or blanket to class. 

Practice a good-bye routine and make a swift exit: Practice a 
special goodbye wave, hand-shake or high five. When leaving, give a quick 
kiss and hug and cheerfully do your routine. Don’t linger, peek, or come 
back several times. 

Help your child settle in: If the teacher’s picture is available, show 
your child the picture and tell their name in advance. Help your child 
become familiar with the new surroundings and people before actually 
leaving the child.

Don’t leave quietly, and say when you are coming back: Don’t 
sneak out without saying goodbye. Say when you will come back in terms 
they will understand (for example, “I will be back after story-time.”)

Do not give in and keep or take your child home: Your child needs 
to know that you expect him to go to school no matter how much they 
fuss, cry or stamp their feet. If your child does stay home (from sickness, 
bad weather etc.), do not make it an extra fun day. Don’t be surprised if 
you solve the problem and it reoccurs after holidays and sick days.

Compiled from various sources including PBS “Off to School” 
(www.pbs.org/parents/goingtoschool/inex.html)

Suggested Reading
•  The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn (NY Times #1 bestseller)*
•  Owl Babies: Candlewick Storybook Animations by Martin Waddell*
•  The Invisible String by Patrice Karst
•  Llama Llama Misses Mama by Anna Dewdney*
•  I Love You All Day Long by Francesca Rusackas
•  I Am Too Absolutely Small for School (Charlie and Lola) by Lauren Child *
•  First Day Jitters by Julie Danneberg 
•  D.W.’s Guide to Preschool (Arthur Adventures) by Marc Brown
•  Franklin Goes to School by Paulette Bourgeois
•  Maisy Goes to Preschool by Lucy Cousins*
•  My First Day at Nursery School by Becky Edwards
•  Kindergarten Rocks! by Katie Davis*
•  Annabelle Swift, Kindergartner by Amy Schwartz

Note: Starred items are available at the Hoboken Public Library

by Dalia Tole
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HFA’s Guide to August Fun

Summer camp, daycare and vacation over? And another month before school starts? If you 
have run out of ideas, here are some for summer fun in and around Hoboken. How about 
a day at the beach or a quick subway ride to New York City where you can find museums, 

shows and art exhibits? Did you know that the Hoboken Library has FREE family museum passes 
(for AMNH, CmoM etc.) that can be checked out at the front desk, thanks to the Friends of the 
Hoboken Library? If you have a car, why not go to the Bronx Zoo? It’s FREE on Wednesdays. Or 
head to Port Authority on the bus. Half the fun is just getting there. There are two bowling alleys 
right in that area. Whatever you do, don’t try to get a summer’s worth of fun into the first week. 
Limit the first few outings and gradually build up the exposure time. Remember to bring hats, 
sunscreen and water bottles!

A Day at the Beach 
New Jersey’s coast runs for hundreds of miles, starting with Sandy Hook (40 minutes away by 
ferry from NYC) and going all the way to Cape May (about 2.5 hour drive). 

NJ’s Top Ten Beaches (2010)
1. The Wildwoods
2. Ocean City
3. Long Beach Island
4. Asbury Park
5. Sea Isle City
6. Cape May
7. Island Beach State Park/Berkeley Township
8. Seaside Heights
9. Cape May Point

10. Avalon

Note: Wildwoods also received honors for top family vacation, tourism, events by NJ Marine Sciences Consortium/Stevens 
Institute of Technology

Top Ten Jersey Shore Attractions - North to South
Keansburg Amusement Park – Runaway Rapids offers fun for young and old. Wide 
selection of kiddie rides, arcades, water park, swimming and dining.
Monmouth Park Racetrack, Oceanport – Boasts some of the most magnificent thoroughbreds 
and skilled jockeys in the world. Picnic area and ten eateries. 
Jenkinsons, Point Pleasant Beach Boardwalk – Arcades, Jenkinsons Aquarium, shopping 
district, beach. Fireworks Spectacular every Thursday night. 

Cape May Beach
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Casino Pier/Waterworks, Seaside Heights – Jet Star (terrifying roller coaster), boardwalk, 
arcades, swimming, water park. 
Island Beach State Park – Nine mile stretch of pristine sands. Nature tours, surf fishing, swim-
ming, picnicking, scuba diving. 
Barnegat Lighthouse – Open Memorial Day to Labor Day. 217 steps to the top for a 
panoramic view of Barnegat Bay and Island Beach State Park. 
Bay Village, Beach Haven – Quaint shopping complex of fine store and eateries. Bay Village and 
Schooner’s Wharf are the focal point for family fun and shopping on Long Beach Island. 
Atlantic City Casinos – “Americas favorite playground” – Casinos, boardwalk, beach, arcades, 
amusements and salt water taffy. 
Lucy The Elephant, Margate – A historic landmark synonymous with the Jersey Shore, this 
six-story structure once served as a hotel, and can be seen from eight miles away. 
Wildwood Boardwalk – 5 miles of New Jersey’s widest beaches, 2 miles of boardwalks filled 
with shops, eateries, and five amusement piers throughout these 3 towns.

Source: www.virtualnjshore.com

More Summer Activity Ideas in NYC and NJ
Museums for Kids
Children’s Museum for the Arts
182 Lafayette St, NYC 
212.274.0986 www.cmany.org

Children’s Museum of Manhattan
212 W. 83rd St, NYC 
212.721.1223 www.cmom.org
Grab your free passes from the library! 

Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum
Pier 86 (Twelfth Ave at 46th St), NYC 
877.957.7447 www.intrepidmuseum.org

American Museum of Natural History
Central Park West at 79th St, NYC 
212.769.5100 www.amnh.org

Theater and Puppet Shows 
Jack & the Beanstalk 
338 Sixth Ave, Brooklyn, NY 
718.965.3391 www.puppetworks.org

John Tartaglia’s ImaginOcean! 
340 West 50th St, NYC 
212.239.6200 www.imaginoceanthemusical.com

Much Ado About Nothing  
Aug 1 (at Battery Park), Aug 5-29 (West 103rd 
& Central Park West), NYC 
212.252.4531 www.newyorkclassical.org

Rumple Who?
A musical adaptation of Rumplestiltskin  
50 W. 13th St., NYC 
212.675.6677 www.13thStreetRep.org 

Workshops 
Candy Camp
Brasserie 1605, 1605 Broadway, NYC 
212.315.6000

Holiday Special
free consultation ($150.00 value)
Dr. Teixeira is specialized in adult and children orthodontics

79 Hudson Street     Suite 400     Hoboken     NJ 07030     T 201 714 9800

ctnporthodontics.com

Zoos and Farms 
Bronx Zoo
Bronx River Parkway and Boston Road, Bronx, NY
www.bronxzoo.com 

Central Park Zoo
59th Street to 110th St, between 5th Ave and 
Central Park West, NYC 
www.centralparkzoo.com 

Six Flags Great Adventure Safari Park
Route 537, Jackson, NJ 
732.928.1821 www.sixflags.com/great 
adventure/nearbyparks/wildsafari.aspx

Turtle Back Zoo
560 Northfield Ave, West Orange, NJ 
973.731.5800/5801 www.turtlebackzoo.com 

New York Aquarium
Surf Ave & West 8th St, Brooklyn, NY 
www.nyaquarium.com

Art Farm in the City: Mornings on the Farm
419 East 91st St NYC 
212.410.3117 www.theartfarms.org 
(On Saturday and Sunday mornings, families 
can drop by to feed the animals). 

Other Activities 
Chelsea Piers
23rd Street and the Hudson River, NYC
www.chelseapiers.com

Leisure Time Bowling 625 Eighth Ave at 40th 
St, 2nd floor, NYC
212.268.6909 www.leisuretimebowl.com

Lucky Strike Lanes 
624-660 W 42nd St at Twelfth Ave, NYC
646.829.0170 www.bowlluckystrike.com
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Madison Water Park

Free (Or Almost Free) Summer Fun
Although summer may be wrapping up the 
heat is not. Spend some time cooling off at one 
of the city’s sprinklers. Enjoy the free movies, 
concerts and other fun family activities. 

Hoboken City Sprinklers 
•  Top Pick: Madison Park, 300 Madison 

Street (waterpark!)
•  Church Square Park, Garden Street 

between 4th and 5th streets
•  Jackson Street Park, 120 Jackson Street
•  Multi Service Center, Adams Street 

between 1st and 2nd streets
•  Skating Rink, Sinatra Drive near 8th Street
•  Elysian Park, Hudson Street between 10th 

and 11th streets
•  Stevens Park, Hudson Street between 4th 

and 5th streets
•  Columbus Park, Clinton Street between 9th 

and 10th streets 

Note: Sprinklers generally run 11:00am to 5:00pm subject 
to temperature and water conservation. The Madison Park 
sprinklers are open until 7:00pm. The fountains of Pier A 
park use recycled water not safe for bathing. Some sprin-
klers may need to be turned on by a city official. 

Clearview Free Kids’ Movies
Location:14th and Grand Street, Hoboken 
Day/Time: Wednesday and Thursday, 10:30am
•  August 4 and August 5: Monsters Vs. Aliens
•  August 11 and August 12: Astroboy
•  August 18 and August 19: Aliens in the Attic 

Free Movies at Regal Theatres
Selected G or PG movies start at 10:00am 
every Tuesday and Wednesday during the festival. 
www.regmovies.com/nowshowing/familyfilm-
festivalschedule.aspx?state=NJ

Movies Under the Stars 
Location: Pier A Park, 100 Sinatra Drive
Day/Time: Wednesday, 8:15pm
•  August 4: Ice Age 3: Dawn of the Dinosaurs
•  August 11: Fantastic Mr. Fox
•  August 18: Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs

AMC $1 Summer Movie Camp
Tuesdays at 10 am. $1 admission. All admis-
sion and concession proceeds will benefit two 
AMC charities, Variety – The Children’s 
Charity and the Will Rogers Institute. 
www.amcentertainment.com/smc/

Family Fun Nights at Shipyard Park 
Location: 14th Street Pier
Day/Time: Tuesday, 7:00pm
•  August 3: Oakie Dokie Clown
•  August 10: Yosi (Sing a long)
•  August 17: Starfish
•  August 24: Polka Dot a.k.a. Ron Albanese

Hoboken Library Events
Location: 500 Park Avenue
•  Every Tuesday, 10:30am Story Time at the 

Church Square gazebo (up to 30 months)
•  Every Wednesday, 10:30am Story Time at the 

Church Square gazebo (31 months to 5 years)
•  August 11: “Sparkling Seashell” craft 
•  August 18: Reading Dogs at Library 
•  August 26: Invitation-only party for Summer 

Readers and an open program, “The Case of 
the Mutating Hand,” which mixes science 
and mystery.
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www.letsplayinitalian.com 
(732) 558-4781 

Mommy & Me
Play Group 

in Italian

NEW! 

ENROLL NOW!

• Songs
• Puppet Shows

• Storytelling
• Games

Wednesday Classes
at 10 and 11 a.m.
& 12 o’clock p.m.

Classes are held at:
510 Washington St.

Hoboken, NJ

  G

iochiamo in italiano

  Let’s Play in Italian

SM

SM

We also offer:
• Adult Conversation

• Travel Italian
• Private Tutoring





Pro’s Guide to Visiting Sesame Place 
by Kai Rebane and Dalia Tole

Suitable for toddlers and up, and only 90 minutes from Hoboken, Sesame Place is always 
fun but can be expensive and hectic. Here are some great mom-tested time and money 
saving tips that don’t skimp on the fun. 

•  Visit www.sesameplace.com for the special event calendar, discounts and disclosures. Buy 
tickets online to avoid long lines at the entrance (printer needed). 

•  Know the terms of your discounts (AAA, military etc.) and coupons – typically, you can’t com-
bine them or use them on the two day pass.

•  Book your character dining experiences online a couple of weeks in advance since they sell 
out. If you cancel more than 24 hours prior, you get a full refund.

•  Consider purchasing at least one Big Bird Season Pass to get 30% off food/merchandise and 
free parking ($15/day). They pay for themselves in less than three visits. If you buy a current 
(2010) season pass after July 30, you get next season’s (2011) pass for free.

•  Big Bird and Super Grover season passes allow holders to “Meet and Greet” (and hug) all the 
characters (in the locker area near the start of the parade route) from 6:40-7:00pm. Kids aged 
4 and above can also ride the parade float afterwards. We recommend you buy the passes for 
the Meet & Greet, and skip the dining experiences, which are expensive. 

•  Avoid shore traffic by taking the New Jersey Turnpike to exit 9, then switching to Route 1 
South to the Langhorne exit. Restrooms along the turnpike are at about 20 mile intervals, so 
plan accordingly.

•  If you are planning on being there the whole day, be sure to arrive before the scheduled open-
ing, as cars line up early and tour buses arrive around 11:00am. If you plan to stay overnight 
we recommend the Courtyard at Marriott, which is in walking distance but also runs a shuttle. 

•  Children over 3 years can generally spend the entire day at Sesame Place. If you have 
younger children who nap, leave Hoboken after lunch, have them nap in the car and you will get 
to the park when they are ready to wake up. This also works well if you have Twilight tickets. 

•  Every adult with a season pass or multi day ticket needs an ID to enter and will be finger-
printed. Don’t buy passes from unauthorized persons. 

•  Children over 24 months pay the full price, so if you want to take your 2 year old child for his 
birthday, go a week before.

•  Bring a small inexpensive stroller that navigates the crowds well and leave the big diaper bag 
in the car or hotel room. Just bring a small bag with basic necessities (drinks, snacks, towels, 
sunblock, diapers, change of clothes). Carry a waterproof case with cash, a credit card, ID and 
car keys. 

•  Shade is scarce at Sesame Place. Bring hats for the entire family. Upon arrival, claim chairs 
under umbrellas by Count’s Splash Castle, and plan to shop in Hooper’s Emporium and watch 
the air conditioned live shows midday/early afternoon. 

•  Review the map (available online) and plan your visit. To avoid long times at dry rides, do them 
first, then wet rides. If you don’t expect very long lines (say in mid-May), you can arrive in your 
swim clothes and do your wet rides first (one less change of clothes).

•  Count’s Splash Castle, tidal pool, and block play area don’t have any lines. They are your best 
bet when your kids are impatient and the lines everywhere are too long.

•  For live shows, be prepared to stand in line at least 15 minutes before the show. For fireworks, 
the entrance/exit is blocked off 30 minutes before the show.

•  Park food is expensive, mediocre and not too healthy (pizza, fries, chicken tenders, etc), and 
the lines at lunchtime can get long. Large coolers are not permitted, and the outside picnic 
area has no shade. We recommend you eat at the nearby Romano’s Macaroni Grill, Pizzeria 
Uno, or Chili’s. 

•  Lastly, don’t limit your visits to the summer. The park hosts weekend Halloween Spooktaculars, 
a Holiday Party, and weekend Fall/Winter days. Wet rides are always open from Memorial Day 
to Labor Day, but sometimes they are open on other days. Call the infoline (866-GO-4-ELMO) 
for ride closings.
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Imagine,anexhibition
that took67million

yearstocreate.

This exhibition was created by The Field Museum,
Chicago, USA and made possible through the
generosity of McDonald’s Corporation.

©2010 McDonald’s

This changes everything.™
Liberty State Park • Jersey City • lsc.org

Going to Six Flags? Here’s How to 
Save a Little Money

My family loves Great Adventure. Since I grew up in New Jersey, I’ve gone with my parents 
as a kid, my friends as a teen and with my kids as an adult. Six Flags is always a fun day 
trip. The price that comes with it, however, is not.

It can be manageable with a little planning. Go the Great Adventure website (www.sixflags.
com/greatadventure/tickets/index.aspx) to find out what you are in for. This will help you navigate 
the many different passes, tickets, meal plans, parking plans, and VIP services. The easiest and 
most immediate way to save money is to pre-purchase your tickets and print your passes at 
home. That’s a quick $20 per ticket savings! You can also pre-purchase meal plans and save time 
and money with food vouchers. We usually stop for a quick slice of pizza by the boardwalk in the 
center of the park. Or, you can bring a cooler of sandwiches, and take a 45

minute break to eat in the car. You are not allowed to bring coolers into the park.  
Keep an eye out for the buy one get one free Cola-Cola cans that circulate every summer. With 

ticket prices over $50 for one ticket - two for the price of one is significant savings.  Or if you 
know a few friends who might want to come, get a group of 15 or more and you get the group 
rate of $25 (buy online and you get one free ticket for every 10 you buy).  

If you think you will go more than twice in one summer, you may want to spring for the Season Pass.
For $70, you get unlimited visits to any Six Flags Theme Park or for $100 you can get a 2-park 

pass which includes Hurricane Harbor and four free friend passes for select days.  You also get a 
Passholder Value Book with $300 in park discounts and admission to Six Flags Wild Safari.

HFA Project Play Fundraises with 
Viridian Energy

Did you know NJ residents can choose which company generates their electricity? Since 
“generation charges” are about two-thirds of your electricity bill, your annual savings 
could be significant if you switched to a lower cost provider licensed by the NJ Board of 

Public Utilities. You could even choose a “Green” energy partner. Whoever you choose, PSE&G will 
still transmit and distribute your electricity. 

Viridian Energy, a licensed third party energy supplier in NJ, CT, PA and MD, has pledged to 
make a contribution of $1 per month to HFA’s Project Play for each household that chooses 
Viridian as their provider through the website: www.viridian.com/hfa. Viridian supplies electricity 
generated from 20% renewable (wind and solar) resources, as well as 100% wind-generated 
electricity. Currently, both products are offered at a floating price per kilowatt that is less than PSE&G. 

Making the switch is free, simple and seamless. You will receive a letter from PSE&G confirm-
ing that you have chosen a third party provider (such as Viridian). PSE&G will continue to deliver 
your power from the same grid directly to you, continue to read meters and service your home or 
business. You will receive a single bill from PSE&G. There are no contracts and no cancellation 
fees with Viridian if you change your mind and want to switch back to PSE&G Power. For more 
information and to sign up, visit www.viridian.com/hfa 

Disclaimer: Information on this communication is only intended as general summary informa-
tion that is made available to the public and members. Readers are encouraged to visit the NJ 
BPU website for information on all providers and for rate comparison. Floating rates are subject 
to change. HFA makes no warranties and assumes no legal liability or responsibility for loss or 
damage resulting from the use of information contained within. For additional disclosures, please 
visit the HFA website hobokenfamily.com.
Additional Resources: 
www.bpu.state.nj.us/bpu/pdf/energy/shopping_forms/psegterritory.pdf
www.njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/cleanpower-choice-program/new-jersey-
cleanpower-choice-program
www.viridian.com/hfa/Custom/CUST077/PersonalPages/EnergyService.aspx
www.ctenergyinfo.com/display_rates.htm

www.empiregroup.com 
407 Washington Street 

201.792.8300 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

Questions about selling your home in      
today’s market?  Call us now to schedule an 
appointment with one of our Real Estate       
Specialists who will guide you through the 
process.  We can help you prepare your home to sell,       
determine when to list it and for how much, coordinate the 
purchase of your next property and create a customized, 
comprehensive marketing plan for selling your home. 

by Shana Lee
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Childbirth and Parent Education

Need a course in childbirth, breastfeeding, newborn care or infant CPR? Want to prepare 
your child for the birth of a sibling? Or just meet other new mothers? Hoboken University 
Medical Center, located at 308 Willow Avenue, offers several childbirth and new parent  

education courses to help on your parenting journey. Many are offered weekly, and fees are 
discounted for families delivering at the hospital.

For more information on classes, please visit HobokenUMC.com and click on Childbirth 
Education, or call (201) 418-1015. You can also arrange a tour of their Labor and Postpartum Unit 
by calling this number. Classes are popular and fill up quickly, so plan to register at least a month 
or two in advance.

Hot Summer Library Programming
By Lois Gross

Wanted: Film/TV Review Group – The Hoboken Public Library is looking for children aged 
6-10 years to be part of a Film Review Jury starting in September.  The program will be led by Lois 
Gross, Senior Children’s Librarian, who is an adult juror for the KidsFirst! (www.kidsfirst.org) website. 
KidsFirst! publishes reviews of new films and TV programs on DVD based on the opinions of junior 
jurors. Participating children should be able to express their opinions on the films that they see, and 
they need to be committed to regularly attending the program. Films are previewed for 
appropriateness by the adult juror. The group will meet once a month at the library. For more 
information please call 201-420-2348 or e-mail lois.gross@bccls.org.

Summer Reading – You have until the end of the Aug. 26 to get your school-aged child involved 
in the Hoboken Library’s Summer Reading Program. Because rewards are being given for hours 
read, you can sign up any time during the summer and still get credit for some reading. Spaces are 
limited and registration is required.

Story Time – Story Time continues on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 10:30 am in the Church 
Square Park gazebo. This is the best time of year to introduce children to Story Time since space is 
not limited. No registration is required for summer, however children will need to show their own 
library card for fall events.

New Titles – The library was able to make a special purchase of a set of handsomely bound New 
York Review children’s books through a generous donation from the Enger family. This set includes 
classic titles by authors like Esther Averill, Ingrid and Edgar D’Aulaire, Rumer Godden, and E. Nesbit. 

Friends of the Hoboken Library – As a resident, please continue to support the work of the 
Friends of the Hoboken Library. Especially in these times of economic belt-tightening, the library 
depends on our Friends for most of our discretionary spending. Most of the puppet shows, musicians, 
storytellers, and magicians are paid entirely with Friends’ funds. The Friends also fund our free 
museum pass program. Any size donation to the Friends of the library would go a long way to 
continuing this wonderful programming! Since the Friends are a non-profit, your gift is tax-deductible. 

HoBOOken 5K and Kids Run: 10/30/10

The Hoboken Elysianettes Running Society (HERS) and HFA Project Play have teamed for our 
biggest fundraiser to date—the HoBOOken Halloween 5K and the Scary Scurry Kids Run.

Date:  Saturday, October 30 
Time: 10:00 am  5K kick off (3rd St. and Sinatra Drive)
          11:00 am  Scary Scurry Kids Run (Pier A)

We expect a big turn out, so register early! For more info and to sign up, go to 
http://HoBOOken5k.com or to www.active.com



NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 5195

NEWARK, NJ 07102

HOBOKEN FAMILY ALLIANCE
P.O. Box 1194
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Address Service Requested

Hoboken Family Alliance 
Contacts
www.hobokenfamily.com

Community Affairs Director
Francoise Vielot, hfacommunity@gmail.com

Director for Special Needs Children
Theresa Howard, thoward315@gmail.com

Finance Director
Rachel Matthai, hfafinance@gmail.com

Marketing Director
Shana Lee, hfaadvertising@gmail.com

Membership Director
Cindy Altberger, hfamembership@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Dalia Tole, hfaeditor@gmail.com

Philanthropy Director
Michele Hulsman, hfaphilanthropy@yahoo.com

Special Events Director
Lexi Coen, lexicoen@yahoo.com

Web site Director 
Steve Walkowiak, swalk@hereiam.com

The purpose of the Hoboken Family Alliance is to 
improve the Hoboken Community and its way of life 
through the efforts of individual and family volunteers. 
The HFA focuses its efforts on education and parenting 
issues, philanthropy, children’s resources and events.

HFA is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. Annual membership is $40 and contributions  
are tax deductible.  For membership, upcoming events, and parenting resources  

please visit www.hobokenfamily.com.

If you have stories or story ideas you’d like included for upcoming issues  
please email hfaeditor@gmail.com

Stevens 

Cooperative 

School

A Leader in Progressive 

Education since1949

www.stevenscoop.org

Hoboken Newport 

2s - 8th grade K - 6th grade

 and growing

Tours available by appointment. 

Financial aid is available to qualified families. 

For more information, please call or e-mail:  

Hoboken 201.792.3688  

Newport 201.626.4020  

school@stevenscoop.org

Stevens Cooperative School is accredited by the 

New Jersey Association of Independent Schools


