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SEPTEMBER 16, 2021

Dear Members,

Last year, we mourned the loss of a great friend and ally to Arizona's tourism industry, Doug
Yonko. In appreciation of all the work Doug did for our community, we created the Doug Yonko
Scholarship which will be awarded to one lodging or tourism-related student each year.
Expanding educational opportunities within the industry and developing career pipelines is the
top priority of our Arizona Hotel Foundation, a 501c3 non-profit organization. Now more than
ever attracting and retaining a high-quality workforce is critical to the success of our industry.
Through the Doug Yonko Scholarship and our Foundation, we are investing in Arizona’s youth
and the future success of the industry. We hope you are able to share this scholarship
opportunity with your network as we continue to seek applications. More information can be
found here. 

In addition, registration is now open for the Doug Yonko Memorial Golf Tournament on Monday,
November 15th at the Phoenix Country Club. Please join us for a fantastic day of golf and an
opportunity to honor Doug Yonko and his legacy of steadfast service to our industry, to our
community and to the Great State of Arizona. Space is limited, so be sure to register today. 

Lastly, our team continues to travel across the state for our membership and advocacy town hall
series Tourism: The Cornerstone of Arizona’s Recovery. We encourage each of you to
attend a tour date in your community and bring a potential member. For more information,
contact Karin Jimenez at kjimenez@azlta.com.

Subscribe to our email list.
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Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely, 

Kim Grace Sabow 
President & CEO

DOUG YONKO MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

ADVOCACY TOWN HALLS

Thank you Mayor Cal Sheehy and Go Lake Havasu group for the invitation to speak at their
general meeting. We value your insight and the opportunity to hear from our industry businessesSubscribe to our email list.
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and appreciate the strong partnership with our Arizona communities.

The AzLTA town halls provide an opportunity to connect with our hospitality community and get
critical local and state updates on our industry.  Each event is hosted with our DMO and chamber
partners.

Now more than ever, we need a unified, statewide voice to educate local and state leaders about
the importance of our industry as a cornerstone of Arizona’s economy. The more voices, the
bigger the impact we can have on policy issues on the local, state and federal level.

We encourage each of you to attend a tour date in your community and bring a potential member
to attend.  If your company or organization would like to host a town hall, please reach out to
Karin Jimenez at kjimenez@azlta.com for more details.

DAVID KONG ANNOUCES RETIREMENT

One of the longest runs for a top executive in the hotel industry
is slated to come to an end this year, with BWH Hotel Group
President and CEO David Kong announcing he plans to retire at
the end of 2021.

Kong joined the company — then known as Best Western
Hotels & Resorts — in 2001 and ascended to the chief
executive role in 2004.

David Kong was a vital piece to Best Western and Arizona's
industry growth. He will be retiring at the end of 2021 and we
thank him for his many years of leadership and wish him all the
best in the future.

2021 DOUG YONKO SCHOLARSHIP

Our Doug Yonko Scholarship is now open and accepting
applications! The Doug Yonko Scholarship will provide a $7,500
scholarship to one lodging or tourism-related student every year
in memory of Doug’s service and commitment to Arizona.
Through the Doug Yonko Scholarship and our Foundation, we are
investing in Arizona’s youth and the future success of the industry.
We hope you are able to share this scholarship opportunity with
your network as we continue to seek applications. The application
deadline is October 29, 2021.

To learn more and apply, click here. Subscribe to our email list.
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FEDERAL UPDATE

HOTELS PROJECTED TO LOSE $59
BILLION IN BUSINESS TRAVEL
REVENUE

The hotel industry is projected to end 2021 down by more than $59 billion in business travel
revenue compared to 2019, according to a new report by AHLA and Kalibri Labs. That comes
after losing nearly $49 billion in business travel revenue in 2020.

Business travel is the hotel industry’s largest source of revenue and has been slow to return
since the onset of the pandemic. Read more here. 

Click here for a state-by-state breakdown
Click here for a market-by-market breakdown 

REGISTER TO AN UPCOMING WEBINAR ON
EIDL PROGRAM UPDATE

Last week, U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announced an
update to the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program that will
offer new terms and conditions for EIDLs. On September 8, SBA began
processing requests of $500,000 or less, and then requests greater than $500,000 (up to $2
million) will begin September 24.

Register for a webinar on September 29 with U.S. Travel and SBA. They will share additional
information that further details eligibility requirements and how to apply for the new EIDL
program.

In case you missed it, view the slides and the recording for Monday’s Assessing Recovery
webinar, Funding Recovery & Beyond: What’s Still Available or Urgent: SBA Update on
Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) to learn about what funding is still out there, who is eligible
and how the funds can be used for recovery and beyond.  

EMPLOYEE VACCINE MANDATE: WHAT
HOTELIERS NEED TO KNOW

As part of the Biden administration’s plan to address the COVID-19Subscribe to our email list.
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Delta variant surge, the Department of Labor and OSHA will mandate
that employers with 100 or more employees require their employees
to get vaccinated or get tested on a weekly basis. This will impact
roughly 80 million workers in the private sector. Vaccines will
also be mandated for federal contractors, without an option for
testing.

AHLA hosted an exclusive webinar featuring experts in public policy
and employment law to assist hoteliers in navigating these new
policy initiatives. Click here to view the recording.

UPCOMING EVENTS 

NORTHERN ARIZONA FORECAST

AzLTA and the Sedona Chamber of Commerce & Tourism
Bureau invite you to join us Thursday, September 23 for our
Northern Arizona Forecast at the Enchantment Resort & Spa.

Hear from industry leaders Vail Ross of STR, Colleen Floyd of
Arizona Office of Tourism (AOT) and Caroline Larsen of
Ogletree Deakins who will share updates on state and
national analyses, hotel market forecasts, key national trends
and labor and legal updates.

The afternoon will begin with the Forecasting event, followed by a networking mixer. Register
today!

FORWARD @ THE LODGING
CONFERENCE - WOMEN ADVANCING
HOSPITALITY

The Lodging Conference is weeks away. This year‘s event will
be held at the JW Marriott Phoenix Desert Ridge Resort
and Spa from September 27-30. Our very own AzLTA
President & CEO Kim Sabow will be a featured speaker for
the first annual AHLA ForWard @ The Lodging Conference.

For more information on the Lodging Conference 2021,
click here.

To register for the AHLA's ForWard program, click here.
Subscribe to our email list.
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ARIZONA RESTAURANT WEEK 

FALL RESTAURANT WEEK STARTS
TOMORROW

This statewide affair offers foodies a wealth of dining
opportunities and the chance to get outside their own neighborhood and try something new.
From sizzling Southwestern and soothing comfort foods to five-star dining and international fare
– it’s all on the table during Arizona Restaurant Week.

IN THE NEWS

Ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic Could
Bring New Worries for Arizona's
Hospitality Industry

THIS WEEK'S JOB BOARD POSTINGS

Pastry Chef
Sanctuary Camelback Mountain - Paradise Valley, AZ

Posted: Sep 14, 2021

Sous Chef
Enchantment Resort - Sedona, AZ

Posted: Sep 10, 2021

Lobby Porter
Arizona Grand Resort & Spa - Phoenix, AZ
Full-time

Posted: Sep 4, 2021

Subscribe to our email list.
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View More Jobs

TAP INTO THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

AzLTA Strategic Partner + Allied member Source 1 makes
it simple to collect cashback rebates on items you buy every
day. Source1 pays cashback to hoteliers on 165,000 items
from over 350 manufacturing suppliers, including HD
Supply, American Hotel Register, A-1 Textiles, Cintas, Office
Depot, Grainger, S&D Coffee and more! 

To learn more about how you can sign up, click here! 

AzLTA Strategic Partner + Allied member United Health
Group is the health and wellness partner of the hospitality
industry. 

With the Hospitality Health program, your part-time and full-
time team members can now access affordable personal
health insurance. The Affordable Care Act/Exchange plans
cover pre-existing conditions along with a list of
essential health benefits. Through this program, your
employees can:

Speak directly to licensed agents and receive quotes from multiple insurance companies.
Access any qualifying federal subsidies as part of the enrollment process.
Immediately enroll in medical, dental, vision, life, disability, and Medicare coverage
programs.

Individual & family plans require no employer participation or contribution. Pass this along
to any team members who are not eligible for employer-sponsored group health coverage.

To learn more about how you can sign up, click here! 

MEMBER RESOURCES

AzLTA Job Board 
Take advantage of AzLTA's Hospitality Job Board listing platform where members can post job
openings for free! To access this free member service, you must have a login to our website

Subscribe to our email list.
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Share this email:

(www.azlta.com). If you don't have a login or don't remember your password, contact Ricardo
Luna at rluna@azlta.com for assistance.  
Click here to view the Hospitality Job Board. 

Join Now, And Don’t Pay Membership Dues Until 2022!  
Interested in Becoming an AzLTA Member? Take advantage of FREE membership benefits until
January of 2022 and have access to breaking news alerts, weekly newsletters and much more.
To learn more, contact membership@azlta.com. 
Click here to view the Membership Levels. 

AZ SAFE + CLEAN CERTIFICATION

FOUNDATION

JOB BOARD

VISIT ARIZONA INITIATIVE

YOUR INDUSTRY. YOUR VOICE.

JOIN TODAY!

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™ 
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1240 E. Missouri Avenue  
Phoenix, AZ | 85014 United States
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To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.
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