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Old	Mystic,	CT	06372	

 

Berwick Preserve Property Management Plan Summary 

The Berwick Preserve is located in southeastern Ledyard, Connecticut.  Berwick Preserve 
consists of two parcels: Lot 12R Brentford Berwick and 314 Gallup Hill Road.  Lot 12R can be 
accessed off of Brentford Berwick via our right of way between lots 10 and 16 or off Huntington 
Way across town owned open space (23 Huntington Way).  Lot 314 is enclosed by Gallup Hill 
Road and Avebury Berwick.  Parking is available on Avebury Berwick.   

Berwick Preserve is owned by Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc., P.O. Box 49, Old Mystic, CT  
06372.  Avalonia Land Conservancy (ALC) can be contacted by email at avalonialc@yahoo.com 
or by phone at 860-884-3500. Avalonia’s website is http://www.avalonialandconservancy.org.		
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Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc. acquired the two parcels on September 27, 2002.  The tracts 
are subject to the Declaration of Restrictions and Covenants for the Berwick subdivision (see 
attachment)  These restrictions apply primarily to buildings and improvements and say nothing 
about forestry or other work on the open space land which we own.  We have a right of way 
between lots 10 and 16 and between lot 10 and our lot 12R.  

Lot 12R lies along Red Brook and the land is wet and marshy with several small tributaries of 
Red Brook.  Lot 314 contains a shallow pond surrounded by a strip of land between Avebury 
Berwick and the pond.  The pond was created when the subdivision was built and is shown as 
marshy land prior to that. 

The land is a habitat for birds, deer, and smaller mammals. Flora includes typical local woodland 
species dominated by white and black oak, black birch, and American beech.  Pignut hickory, 
gray and yellow birch, red oak, yellow poplar, and red maple were also found. 

The Town of Ledyard owns 23 Huntington Way southwest of 12R Brentford Berwick and public 
access is permitted.  An old road crosses 23 Huntington Way and continues along the border 
between Lot 12R and 22 Huntington Way.  On the north side there are culverts at two steam 
crossings and an stone bridge at the middle crossing.  These bridges lie in 22 Huntington Way.  
The road continues to Brentford Berwick via the right of way between lots 10 and 16.  The road 
is partly on 22 Huntington Way but seems to be frequently used by hikers.  The portion on our 
property is not maintained by Avalonia.  Trail is shown as an orange dashed line on map below.  
Note:  this road is shown on the 1943 topographic map of the area. 
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SITE INFORMATION 

The property 

The preserve consists of two parcels: 12R Brentford Berwick and 314 Gallup Hill Road. The lots 
and all surround land are zoned R-60, low density residential.  Town designation of the two lots 
is Map 130 Block 320 Lot 12-R and Map 130 Block 810 Lot 314, respectively. 

Lot 12R contains 8.4 acres.  The lot boundary from Red Brook on the south, travels east to the 
corner of lot 22 then north along the border of lots 22 and 16 to our right of way.  From there the 
property line arcs NW, W, and SW bordering 22 Huntington Way (lot 12 in the subdivision plan) 
to the town owned parcel at 23 Huntington Way. The property line follows stone walls east and 
then south around the border with 23 Huntington Way and along a stone wall eastward to Red 
Brook. The final course generally follows Red Brook back to the start. 

Lot 314 contains 6.16 acres.  Lot 314 can best be described as all the land between Avebury 
Berwick and Gallup Hill Road.  Avebury Berwick is a loop road off Gallup Hill Road that 
provides access to the subdivision.  The attached deed gives the full legal description of the 
property lines. 

The lots were set aside as open space when the Berwick subdivision was created on land 
previously owned by Charles W. Blount.  Berwick Association of Ledyard, Inc. transferred the 
property to Avalonia. 

Restrictions are contained in the Declaration of Restrictions and Covenants attached.  There are 
no pertinent restrictions unless we wish to build on the properties. 

The properties provide a significant natural area that qualifies as being preserved for a 
“conservation purpose” under 26 US Code 170(h)(4).  The Ledyard Plan of Conservation & 
Development designates a Red Brook & Haley’s Brook Greenway.  Lot 12R is part of this 
greenway. 

History of the property is not known but it has clearly not been harvested or otherwise used 
except possibly for pasture for some time.  The 1893 topographic map shows contours in the area 
substantially unchanged from the current map except that the pond on lot 314 didn’t exist.  The 
1934 aerial photograph shows the land to be forested as it is today. 

The properties are open to the public but are undeveloped.  There are no Avalonia trails on either 
property but a trail does exist near the boundary of lot 12R as discussed previously.  Hunting is 
prohibited and any violations should be reported to CT DEP enforcement.  

Access to lot 12R is from Brentford Berwick via the access corridor between 10 and 16 
Brentford Berwick or across town land at 23 Huntington Way. Lot 314 can be accessed from 
Avebury Berwick. 
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Boundaries were checked on February 2011.  Boundary signs were in place around the perimeter 
of 314 Gallup Hill Road but some are widely spaced, shot up, or unreadable.  No boundary signs 
exist around 12R Brentford Berwick.  Both parcels should have signs installed as soon as 
possible.  Some corner markers were visible through the snow on lot 12R and trees were marked 
with red X’s near other corners.  I believe that all the corners have pipes in the ground marking 
the corners except for corners on stone walls which are marked with drill holes.  

Natural resources 

Lot 12R is a wetland with small feeder streams crossing in several places to feed Red Brook.  
The tract has not been harvested anytime recently and there are several mature black and white 
oaks, maples, hickories, beeches, and yellow poplars.  

Flora includes typical local woodland species of dominated by white and red oak, black birch, 
and American beech.  Pignut hickory, black oak, yellow poplar, and red maple were also found.   
An abundance of early spring wildflowers grows in the wetland area/floodplain of Red Brook; 
including lovely bold yellow marsh marigold right in the stream and a variety of other more 
fragile types along the banks and further into the property. 

Lot 314 has a mix of typical local hardwoods with a substantial new growth of black birches.  
Many nice specimen trees surround the pond.  There is a lot of oriental bittersweet present 
climbing on all the trees.  The property is overcrowded with small black birch trees and presents 
a cluttered appearance that hides much of the pond from view.   Several drainages feed the pond 
around its perimeter. 

The land is a habitat for birds, deer, and smaller mammals.  

Lot 12R provides a forested buffer along Red Brook and separates the brook from the 
surrounding residences.  The preserve protects the wetlands in this area.  Along with the forested 
land to the north and south along Red Brook it forms a valuable wildlife corridor.  Lot 314 
provides a small pond for waterfowl and provides a place for residents to canoe or kayak.  Lot 
314 needs to be cleaned up to realize its full potential as the entrance open space for the 
subdivision and as an advertisement for Avalonia.
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Elevation ranges from 110 ft above sea level at western corner of lot 12R down to about 75 ft 
along Red Brook.  Avebury Berwick is about 100 ft elevation.  See topographic map below. 

Drainage on lot 12R is to Red Brook which flows south to Haley’s Brook and then to the Mystic 
River. Lot 314 drains to the northeast and flows into Whitford Brook and then to the Mystic 
River. 

Topographic map 

 

Soils 
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Bedrock geology 

 

No special features were noted on our property.  There is a nice old stone bridge on 22 
Huntington Way crossing Red Brook at the end of our right of way. 

Cultural resources 

Cultural resources include stone walls on lot 12R.  These stone walls include the southern 
boundary walls and a wall around 23 Huntington Way and a short distance along the NW 
boundary of lot 12R.  There is also a wall along Gallup Hill Road on lot 314.  The stone walls 
have yet to be mapped. 

The pond on lot 314 is fed by several man-made drainage canals.  These should also be mapped. 

 MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 

The principal management objective is protection of the parcels as open space. Boundaries are 
identified with Avalonia signs to help guard against intrusions.  Entrance signs are not planned.  
Lot 314 should have most of the black birch trees harvested to open vistas to the pond and 
release the larger trees on site.  The invasive bittersweet on the site should be controlled. 
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Surveillance of the property is limited to a required annual site visit to walk the property 
boundary and identify any problems.  Occasional visitors should report any intrusions or 
property damage. 

Vehicles are not permitted and there is currently no access for vehicles. Visitors are permitted to 
walk the property and engage in other passive recreation activities.  The property sees very few 
visitors except for neighbors walking on the land. 

No special protection of the special natural or cultural features is planned.  They are not 
threatened and have remained in place for many years.  A GIS map of the location of stone walls 
should be prepared. 

Avalonia Land Conservancy Fee Land Stewardship Principles approved on December 16, 2009 
(or later revision) shall be used as guidance for issues not specifically covered by this plan. 

Lot 12R is not actively maintained.  This property is intended to be a natural open space.  Lot 
314 hasn’t been actively maintained but could be improved by culling small trees and removing 
invasive plants. 

Passive public use is permitted which includes hiking, photography, bird and animal watching.  
Horses, bikes and motor vehicles are not permitted.  Fishing is permitted and Red Brook is 
known to hold wild brook trout.  State fishing laws apply. Visitor parking is available on 
Brentford Berwick between lots 10 and 16 and along Avebury Berwick.  No Avalonia trails are 
planned at this time.  Should lot 314 be cleaned up of invasives, a trail around the pond would be 
a nice addition.   

The only signs planned for the property are boundary signs.  In accordance with Avalonia 
management principles these should be located at 50 foot intervals around the property 
boundary.  Large signs should be used to identify corners and small signs used otherwise.  An 
Avalonia map of the preserve is not planned.   

Lot 12R is being left in its natural state and no efforts to enhance wildlife habitat, control 
invasive species, or control erosion are planned.  Harvesting trees from the property is not 
planned and would be impractical.  The property should be left as it is after a large natural 
disaster except for clearing sufficient to permit entry and inspection. 

A plan should be developed for improving the appearance and usefulness of lot 314. 

Implementing the plan 

The Ledyard Town Committee is responsible for stewardship of this property.  They are required 
to walk the property boundaries at least once each year and document their findings.  The 
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inspection should include making sure boundary signs are in place and that there have been no 
intrusions or other damage to the property. 

During 2011, boundary signs should be installed to clearly mark the boundary. 

Prior to spring 2012, develop a plan and approach for improving the appearance of lot 314. 

2011 – 2012:  Map the stone walls on the property.  

This plan should be reviewed and updated in 2016 and every five years thereafter. 

Legal documentation 

Deed (attached)    

Restrictions (attached)    
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Plan progress (annual update of work accomplished) 

2011 – Nov 12, 2011, Installed boundary signs around lot 12R and replaces damaged signs 
around lot 314.   

  

 

2012 - 

 

 

2013 - 

 

 

2014 - 

 

 

2015 - 

 


