
No Pressure Book Group Suggestion List- March 2021 
 

The Waterbury Public Library’s No-Pressure Book Group meets virtually on the 
2nd Thursday of the month to share what we are reading, trade suggestions and 
generally talk books. All are welcome!  
Register at: https://www.waterburypubliclibrary.com/no-pressure-book-group/ 
 

Here’s what we were reading and recommending in March… 
 

 

Fiction 
 

 
Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell 
 
A novel based on the true story of Shakespeare and his wife, 
Agnes, who lose their 11 year old son, Hamnet. Four years later, 
the play Hamlet was written. 
 
 

 
 
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 
 
Another thumbs up at this month’s book group for this story of the 
slightly strange but highly endearing character of Eleanor Oliphant.  
 
 
 
 
The Hummingbird by Steven P. Kiernan 
 
This novel, by the Vermont author of “Universe of Two” (discussed 
at last month’s book group), is told from three points of view- a 
hospice nurse, her elderly patient, and her husband, who suffers 
from PTSD. 
 

https://www.waterburypubliclibrary.com/no-pressure-book-group/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43890641-hamnet?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=PLYdIeL9Ei&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31434883-eleanor-oliphant-is-completely-fine?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=IQ6g7sMZv6&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24039412-the-hummingbird?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=skTHQmD5TX&rank=4


 
 
 

Lucas Davenport series by Jon Sanford 
 
This series came up in our book group conversation about good 
crime novels. These police procedurals center around police 
detective Lucas Davenport. You don’t have to read in order, 
although the books do follow along through the series over time.  
 
 
 
Harry Bosch series by Michael Connolly 
 
Another good crime series centered around a Los Angeles based 
police detective.  
 
 
 
 
The Girls with No Names by Serena Budick 
 
A novel inspired by the real life “House of Mercy”, a home for 
“wayward” girls run by a group of nuns in early 20th century New 
York City. 
 
 

 
 
Atonement by Ian McEwan 
 
A novel that takes place in England in the years leading up to and 
into WWII. Told from three perspectives- a precocious 11 year old 
girl, her adult sister, and the young man who grew up in a cottage 
on their estate.  
 

https://www.goodreads.com/series/41404-lucas-davenport
https://www.goodreads.com/series/40769-harry-bosch
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43331046-the-girls-with-no-names?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=iIT0nQZs1z&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6867.Atonement?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=n9yOc7Ha9Z&rank=1


 
 
Beartown by Frederick Bachman 
 
A small rural town sets its sights on big hockey dreams to turn its 
luck around. By the author of A Man Called Ove and My 
Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry, both of which 
seem to be “love ‘em or hate ‘em” kinds of books.  
 

 
 

Non-Fiction 
 

 
Up in the Old Hotel by Joseph Mitchell 
 
This collection of short stories, published in 1938 by The New 
Yorker reporter Joseph Mitchell, presents portraits of the people 
and places of New York City in the 1930’s. 
 
 
 
The Color of Water by James McBride 
 
Another book group member enjoyed this memoir from writer 
James McBride about his white mother, raising her 12 black 
children in a housing project in Brooklyn. 
 
 
 
Shortest Way Home by Pete Buttigieg 
 
Yet another read inspired by previous book group suggestions. This 
memoir by our newly elected US Secretary of Transportation 
focuses on his time as mayor of South Bend, Indiana.  
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33413128-beartown?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=3RnspfzJjb&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/210783.Up_in_the_Old_Hotel?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=y1jzqJRbjD&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29209.The_Color_of_Water?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AQxe73iK0l&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29209.The_Color_of_Water?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AQxe73iK0l&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40180047-shortest-way-home?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=uxxqCztwU0&rank=1


 
The Poisoner’s Handbook: Murder and the Birth of Forensic 
Medicine in Jazz Age New York by Deborah Blum 
 
Set in the early 1900’s, this “fascinating” historical account 
details the birth of forensic medicine and the early testing done 
to detect poisons.  
 

 
 
Desire of the Everlasting Hills: The World Before and After Jesus 
by Thomas Cahill 
 
In this book, Cahill introduces the reader to the people and the 
culture in the years before, during and after the birth of Jesus. 
This is the third in the five book Hinges of History series, but the 
series does not need to be read in order.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7054123-the-poisoner-s-handbook?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=h6hEjNkA3d&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7054123-the-poisoner-s-handbook?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=h6hEjNkA3d&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/775405.Desire_of_the_Everlasting_Hills
https://www.goodreads.com/series/94885-the-hinges-of-history

