
No Pressure Book Group Sugges'on List- January 2020 

The Waterbury Public Library’s No-Pressure Book Group meets virtually on the 
2nd Thursday of the month to share what we are reading, trade sugges'ons and 
generally talk books. All are welcome! (Note that star'ng this month, we meet 
on the 2nd Thursday of the month instead of the 3rd.) 

Here’s what we were reading and recommending in January… 

Fic'on 
 

Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 

A novel told from two perspec=ves- That of a black labor and delivery nurse and 
the white supremacist couple who lose their baby in childbirth. 

 
Front Desk by Kelly Yang  

A middle grade novel (Not just for kids! Try it and see!) about a 10 year old 
Chinese American girl who runs the front desk of the Calivista Motel while her 
parents clean the rooms.  

 

A Curious Beginning by Deanna Raybourn 

The first of the Veronica Speedwell series of Victorian mysteries. 

 

The Patriot Threat by Steve Berry  

A poli=cal thriller that poses the provoca=ve ques=on: What if the federal 
income tax is illegal? 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41021501-small-great-things?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=ZL48IpKYBD&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36127488-front-desk?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=J0il3GrUGt&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28186322-a-curious-beginning?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=X40Bwrs85F&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/series/136161-veronica-speedwell
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/21853687-the-patriot-threat?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=szqn6kXVkC&rank=1


 
All the Devils Are Here by Louise Penny 

The latest from the popular Chief Inspector Armand Gamache series. This book 
is number 16 in the series, and it is recommended that you read them in order. 
These mysteries are very popular with our patrons, so might be worth 
backtracking and ge\ng into it! 

 
Sycamore Row by John Grisham 

In Mississippi in 1988, a wealthy white man handwrites a will right before he 
hangs himself, leaving his vast fortune to his black maid, and cu\ng out his 
children completely.  

 

The Women of Copper County by Mary Doria Russell 

A work of historical fic=on focusing on the women of the labor movement in the 
Michigan copper mines in 1913. 

 
Deep River by Karl Marlantes  

A historical family epic that starts in late nineteenth-century Finland and se`les 
in the logging camps of the Pacific Northwest. 

 

Winter of the Witch by Katherine Arden (local author!) 

The last book in the Winternight Trilogy, a fantasy series that takes place in 
medieval Russia. Read them in order, in the depths of winter ☺ 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36127488-front-desk?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=J0il3GrUGt&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/series/42154-chief-inspector-armand-gamache
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17288661-sycamore-row?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=TaAbSPByng&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42201959-the-women-of-the-copper-country?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=FJK27aDxFO&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36395451-deep-river?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=SgGPsuPo4Y&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36621586-the-winter-of-the-witch?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=kQpepqfICL&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/series/198489-winternight-trilogy


Non-Fic'on 

 
Silent Refuge by Margrit Rosenburg Stenge 

A Holocaust memoir from the Azrieli Series of Holocaust Survivor Memoirs 
project. This book is not in our library system, but we could always search for it 
through interlibrary loan. If you are interested in learning more about this 
project, check out the website at h`ps://memoirs.azrielifounda=on.org/. 

 

The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to his White Mother  
by James McBride  

The memoir by the author of Deacon King Kong, a novel that has popped up 
mul=ple =mes in book group discussions in recent months.   

 
Just Mercy: A Story of Jus=ce and Redemp=on by Bryan Stevensen 

Wri`en by the lawyer who started the Equal Jus=ce Ini=a=ve, this book tells 
the true story of Walter McMillian, a young Black man sentenced to die for a 
murder he didn’t commit, and exposes the racial injus=ces that our system of 
corporal punishment is built on. 

 
A Knock at Midnight by Bri`any K. Barne` 

Another first person account of the injus=ces present in the criminal jus=ce 
system, wri`en by a lawyer figh=ng to free a woman sentenced to life in 
prison for a first =me drug offence. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35897337-silent-refuge?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=VfNpCTnRml&rank=1
https://memoirs.azrielifoundation.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29209.The_Color_of_Water?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Pr7OXmyAW0&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51045613-deacon-king-kong?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=NbfWhGK4Hp&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20342617-just-mercy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=wmpmP2Qbyt&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20342617-just-mercy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=wmpmP2Qbyt&rank=1


 
This Time Next Year We’ll Be Laughing by Jacqueline Winspear 

A memoir from popular mystery writer Jacqueline Winspear, focusing on her 
childhood in post-WWII England.  

 

Life in a Jar by Jack Mayer 

The true story of three Kansas teenagers who stumbled upon the long buried 
story of Irena Sendler, a Polish Catholic school social worker who saved 2,500 
Jewish children from death in the Warsaw ghe`o during WWII.  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/53179303-this-time-next-year-we-ll-be-laughing?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AtSzoba4Ea&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11387491-life-in-a-jar?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=kBNHuRILaM&rank=1

