
No Pressure Book Group Suggestion List- February 2021 
 
The Waterbury Public Library’s No-Pressure Book Group meets virtually on the 
2nd Thursday of the month to share what we are reading, trade suggestions and 

generally talk books. All are welcome!  
Register at: https://www.waterburypubliclibrary.com/no-pressure-book-group/ 
 
 Here’s what we were reading and recommending in February… 
 

 

Non-Fiction 
 
The Long Haul: A Trucker’s Tales of Life on the Road by Finn Murphy  
 
Finn Murphy has covered more than a million miles as a long haul trucker. In 
The Long Haul, Murphy recounts with wit, candor, and charm the America he 
has seen change over the decades and the poignant, funny, and often haunting 
stories of the people he encounters on the job. 
 
 

 
Arctic Dreams by Barry Lopez 

 
This bestselling, groundbreaking exploration of the Far North is a classic of 
natural history, anthropology, and travel writing, and a past winner of the 
National Book Award. 

 
 

 
The Woman Who Smashed Codes: A True Story of Love, Spies, and 
the Unlikely Heroine who Outwitted America’s Enemies  

by Jason Fagone 
 
The incredible true story of the greatest code-breaking duo that ever lived, an 
American woman and her husband, who invented the modern science of 
cryptology together and used it to help win World War II. 
 

 
 

https://www.waterburypubliclibrary.com/no-pressure-book-group/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36236118-the-long-haul?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=Ni7SqZ3cTS&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16878.Arctic_Dreams?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=fTlEEA0PmP&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32025298-the-woman-who-smashed-codes?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=WMLVhAM7Su&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32025298-the-woman-who-smashed-codes?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=WMLVhAM7Su&rank=1


 
 
Shortest Way Home: One Mayor’s Challenge and a Model for 

America’s Future by Pete Buttigieg 
 
The memoir from one time presidential candidate and the current US 
Secretary of Transportation, reflecting on his time as mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana. 

 
 

 
The Volunteer: The True Story of the Resistance Hero who 

Infiltrated Auschwitz by Jack Fairweather 
 
This is the first major account of the amazing journey of Witold Pilecki, the 
resistance hero whose infiltration of Auschwitz shaped the Allies response 
to the Holocaust.  

 
 

 

 
Fiction 

 
 
The Universe of Two by Stephen P. Kiernan 
 
A fascinating fictionalized account of the life of Charlie Fisk, a gifted 
mathematician who was drafted into the Manhattan Project and ordered 
against his morals to build the detonator for the atomic bomb. Written by a 
VT author! 

 
 
The Lewis Man by Peter May 
Second book in the Lewis Trilogy. 
      
A body is recovered from a peat bog on the Isle of Lewis. The corpse is 
initially believed by its finders to be over 2000 years old, until they spot the 
Elvis tattoo on his right arm… 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40180047-shortest-way-home?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=X86ZNkBGQS&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40180047-shortest-way-home?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=X86ZNkBGQS&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36316835-the-volunteer?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=DxJkzXikGy&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36316835-the-volunteer?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=DxJkzXikGy&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52515831-universe-of-two?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=udTfx59Wt4&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12782865-the-lewis-man?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=UG1qHOepLF&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/series/77173-lewis-trilogy


 
The Order by Daniel Silva 
 
Legendary spy Gabriel Allon has slipped quietly into Venice for a much-
needed holiday with his wife and two young children. But when Pope Paul VII 
dies suddenly, Gabriel is summoned to Rome, where he soon begins to 
suspect that the Pope was murdered… 
 

 
 
Akin by Emma Donoghue 

 
A retired New York professor's life is thrown into chaos when he takes a young 
great-nephew to the French Riviera, in hopes of uncovering his own mother's 
wartime secrets… 

 
 
 
 
This Tender Land by William Kent Kruger 

 
Over the course of one unforgettable summer, four orphan vagabonds 
journey into the unknown on a canoe trip down the Gilead River in Minnesota, 
in an attempt to flee the “Lincoln Indian Training School”. 

 
 
 
 
Ballad series by Sharyn McCrumb 

 
Through the Ballad Novels, McCrumb celebrates her ancestors and the land of 
the mountain South, crafting a story rich with tradition and the true character 
and spirit of that breathtaking region. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48676759-the-order?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=NlbYgKxTvb&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43209291-akin?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=YNdalh5Wfq&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25813942-this-tender-land?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=mNex2MNeKL&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/series/42974-ballad


 
Orphan’s Guilt by Archer Mayor 
 
In Archer Mayor's intriguing new Vermont-based mystery, The Orphan's Guilt , 
a straightforward traffic stop snowballs into a homicide investigation after Joe 
Gunther and his fellow investigators peel back layer upon layer of history and 
personal heartbreak to learn a decades-old hidden truth. 
 

 
 
Nine Dragons by Michael Connelly 
 
Harry Bosch is assigned a homicide call in South L.A. that takes him to Fortune 
Liquors, where the Chinese owner has been shot to death behind the counter 
in an apparent robbery. 

 
 

 
 
 
 The Cruelest Month by Louise Penny 
#3 of Chief Inspector Armand Gamache series 
 
When some of the Three Pines villagers decide to celebrate Easter with a 
séance at the Old Hadley House, they are hoping to rid the town of its evil—
until one of their party dies of fright. Was this a natural death, or was the 
victim somehow helped along?  

 

 
  
 
The Lying Life of Adults by Elena Ferrante 
 
A novel about the transition from childhood to adolescence to adulthood 
from one of Italy’s most acclaimed authors.  

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/49127503-the-orphan-s-guilt?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=JhrXoRZeZc&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6413193-nine-dragons?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=x0lM3tAqXm&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2277378.The_Cruelest_Month?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=NgTrnw0ko9&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/series/42154-chief-inspector-armand-gamache
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48616787-the-lying-life-of-adults?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=SvWaJuAlwk&rank=1


 
 
The Last Days of Ptolemy Grey by Walter Mosley 

 
A masterful, moving novel about age, memory, and family from one of the 
true literary icons of our time. 
 
 
 

 
  

Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 
 
Paris, July 1942: Ten-year-old Sarah is brutally arrested with her family in 
the Vel' d'Hiv' roundup, the most notorious act of French collaboration 
with the Nazis. But before the police come to take them, Sarah locks her 
younger brother, Michel, in their favorite hiding place, a cupboard in the 
family's apartment… 

 

 
  
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 
 
A novel of breathtaking sweep that traces two branches of a family 
through three hundred years in Ghana and into America.  

 
 
 

 
 
The Good Lord Bird by James McBride 
 
The National Book Award winner from the author of Deacon King Kong 
and The Color of Water, two recent book group picks that came highly 
recommended. This book wasn’t enjoyed by book group members quite 
so much as the other two, but maybe you’ll disagree? 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7951334-the-last-days-of-ptolemy-grey?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=fSYPS5mSNK&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/556602.Sarah_s_Key?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=TcaD1L7Qc9&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27071490-homegoing?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=zloBQPxLQr&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16171272-the-good-lord-bird?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Kctpkc2Ai8&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51045613-deacon-king-kong
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29209.The_Color_of_Water


 
Three Keys by Kelly Yang 
 
The second in Kelly Yang’s middle grade Front Desk series, in which Mia and 
her parents finally own the Calivista Motel, but it’s not all as dream-come- 
true as she thought it would be. This is our “Grown-ups Can Read Kids Books 
Too” pick-of-the-month! 

 
 
  
Cilka’s Journey by Heather Morris 
 
This follow-up to The Tattooist of Auschwitz tells the story, based on a true 
one, of a woman who survives Auschwitz, only to find herself sentenced to a 
labor camp on charges of having helped the Nazis--with no consideration of 
the circumstances she and women like her found themselves in as they 
struggled to survive. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/53033829-three-keys?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=ANkj1v5wdu&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/series/279391-front-desk
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/45033931-cilka-s-journey?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=PaG4lk6Sju&rank=1

