
No Pressure Book Group Sugges'on List- December 2020 

The Waterbury Public Library’s No-Pressure Book Group meets virtually on the 
3rd Thursday of the month to share what we are reading, trade sugges'ons and 
generally talk books. All are welcome!  

Here’s what we were reading and recommending in December… 

Fic'on 
 
Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes 

Based on the true story of Eleanor Roosevelt’s “Packhorse Librarian” program, 
The Giver of Stars follows five ficGonal women as they navigate the mountains 
of Kentucky to bring books to isolated communiGes.  

 
The Pull of Stars by Emma Donahue 

In 1918 Ireland, when the country was being doubly ravaged by war and 
disease, Nurse Julia Power works at an understaffed hospital in the city center, 
where expectant mothers who have come down with the terrible new Flu are 
quaranGned together. 

 
Home for Unwanted Girls by Joanna Goodman 

The story of a young unwed mother in 1950’s Quebec who is forcibly separated 
from her daughter at birth, and the lengths to which they go to find each other. 
 

 

The River by Peter Heller  

Two college friends on a wilderness canoe trip are tested by fire, white water, 
and violence. Adventurous and suspenseful! 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43925876-the-giver-of-stars?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=4vFismqNwu&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52722079-the-pull-of-the-stars?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=nQDvdprK98&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35068763-the-home-for-unwanted-girls?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=0ekFFDf0zO&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40216324-the-river?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Cu7RrSLMYG&rank=1


 
Give Me Your Hand by Megan Abbot 

A thriller about two high school friends and the secret that changes 
everything… 

Song for a Whale by Lynn Kelley 

The story of a deaf girl's connecGon to a whale whose song can't be heard by 
his species, and the journey she takes to help him. This nominee for Vermont’s 
Golden Dome Award is geared toward middle school students, but can be 
enjoyed by all ages. 

 
The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart 

Another VT Golden Dome nominees, recommended by a local middle school 
teacher. This story follows Coyote and her dad as they crisscross the country in 
an old school bus. Just another reminder that adults can enjoy juvenile ficGon 
too! 

 

Lord of the Rings trilogy by J.R.R. Tolkien 

The classic trilogy that pracGcally defines the fantasy genre. For when you feel 
like you need to enter another world… 

 
Secret Lives of Baba Segi’s Wives by Lola Shoneyin 

African-born poet Lola Shoneyin makes her ficGon debut with a percepGve, 
entertaining, and eye-opening novel of polygamy in modern-day Nigeria. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29569206-give-me-your-hand?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=kVMmjMpCt1&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40645658-song-for-a-whale?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AxHy2wXmhu&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39280558-the-remarkable-journey-of-coyote-sunrise?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=8NT5HY8hv8&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8167434-the-lord-of-the-rings-trilogy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=yokCP1klzq&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7194279-the-secret-lives-of-baba-segi-s-wives?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=U8valTnwcX&rank=1


 
Tokyo Ueno StaGon by Yu Miri 

Born in Fukushima in 1933, the same year as the Emperor, Kazu’s life is Ged by 
a series of coincidences to Japan’s Imperial family and to one parGcular spot in 
Tokyo; the park near Ueno StaGon – the same place his unquiet spirit now 
haunts in death…  

 
Dr. Siri Paiboun Series (1st book: The Coroner’s Lunch) 
 by Collin Cojeral 

A mystery series set in Laos in the mid-1970’s, featuring Dr. Siri Paiboun, a 
French-trained physician and the naGonal coroner of Laos.  

 
LaRose by Louise Erdich 

Set in North Dakota in 1999, this is a contemporary tale of a tragic accident, a 
demand for jusGce, and a profound act of atonement with ancient roots in 
NaGve American culture. 

 

The Bear and the NighGngale (Winternight Trilogy)  
by Katherine Arden 

A fantasy set in the Russian wilderness. Perfect reading for cold winter 
evenings… 

 
The Other Americans by Laila Lalami 

A Gmely and powerful novel about the suspicious death of a Moroccan 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43398196-tokyo-ueno-station?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=ECc4JDPteo&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/series/49714-dr-siri-paiboun
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/243353.The_Coroner_s_Lunch
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26116430-larose?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=BBpysO6qAb&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25489134-the-bear-and-the-nightingale?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Ju1Xr5atQP&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40988961-the-other-americans?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=0qVtt4Qqy0&rank=1


immigrant--at once a family saga, a murder mystery, and a love story… 

Non-Fic'on  
 

The Culture Clash by Jean Donaldson 

Considered to be the classic tome of dog training, when published in 1997 this 
book revoluGonized our understanding of dog behavior and the human/dog 
relaGonship. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/159896.The_Culture_Clash?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=W6eKmNZPDd&rank=1

