
Holiday Themed  Books : a potpourri of seasonal stories 
 

 
A Literary Christmas : great contemporary Christmas stories 
Edited by Lilly Golden 
 
Gathered in one volume, here are twenty-seven stories that celebrate the spirit of 
Christmas present. 

 
 
 

Hundred dollar holiday : The case for a more joyful Christmas  
By Bill McKibben 
 
Too many people have come to dread the approach of the holidays, a season that should--
and can--be the most relaxed, intimate, joyful, and spiritual time of the year. In this book, 
Bill McKibben offers some suggestions on how to rethink Christmastime. 
 

 
 

Wintering : the power of rest and retreat in difficult times 
By Katharine May 
 
 

An intimate, revelatory book exploring the ways we can care for and repair ourselves 
when life knocks us down.  May models an active acceptance of sadness and finds 
nourishment in deep retreat, joy in the hushed beauty of winter, and encouragement in 
understanding life as cyclical, not linear. A secular mystic, May forms a guiding 

philosophy for transforming the hardships that arise before the ushering in of a new season. 
 
 

Hercule Poirot's Christmas 
By Agatha Christie 
 
The holidays are anything but merry when a family reunion is marred by murder — and 
the notoriously fastidious investigator is quickly on the case.   
 
 

 
 

 
Dickens' Christmas : a Victorian celebration  
By Simon Callow 
 

This beautifully illustrated anthology of the Christmas that fascinated Dickens contains 
the entire text of A Christmas Carol, as well as excerpts from other writings that vividly 
describe houses decorated with greenery and lighted candles, mistletoe in the hall and 
holly wreaths on the door, and lavish, waistcoat-popping dinners.  
 

https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=5780
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=210466
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=651052&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20wintering%20may
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=426850&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20christie%20hercule%20poirot%27s%20christmas
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=218353&query_desc=ti%2Cwrdl%3A%20dickens%27%20christmas


Winter Solstice 
By Rosamunde Picher 
 
A captivating story of loss and the healing power of love.  The Christmas season weaves 
its magical spell and the winter solstice brings love and solace. 
 
 

 
 
The collected tales of Nikolai Gogol / translated and annotated by Richard Pevear and 
Larissa Volokhonsky.  
“The Night Before Christmas” 
Written in 1831, this dark tale relates the adventures of Vakula, the blacksmith, in his 
fight against the devil, who has stolen the moon above the village of Dikanka and is 
wreaking havoc on its inhabitants, all to win the love of the most beautiful girl in town. 
The basis for many film and opera adaptations, and still a story traditionally read aloud to 

children on Christmas Eve in Ukraine and Russia, this is the best holiday tale by the man whom Vladimir 
Nabokov called 'the greatest writer Russia has yet produced'. 
 
 
 

Celebrations : rituals of peace and prayer 
By Maya Angelou 
 
Celebrations is a collection of timely and timeless poems that are an integral part of the 
global fabric. 
 
 

 
 

Last Christmas in Paris : a novel of World War I 
By Hazel Gaynor 
 
Recounted in a series of letters, telegrams, notes and stories, this tale follows the 
flourishing friendship and innocent hopes of a generation devastated by war. 
 

 
 
 

Winter Street : a novel 
By Elin Hilderbrand 
 

Before the mulled cider is gone, the delightfully dysfunctional Quinn family will survive a 
love triangle, an unplanned pregnancy, a federal crime, a small house fire, many shots of 
whiskey, and endless rounds of Christmas caroling, in this heart-warming novel about 
coming home for the holidays. 
 

 

https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=29321&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20pilcher%20winter%20solstice
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=410482&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20gogol%20night%20before%20christmas
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=410482&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20gogol%20night%20before%20christmas
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=630754&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20angelou%20celebrations
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=555068&query_desc=ti%2Cwrdl%3A%20last%20christmas%20in%20paris
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=466132&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20hilderbrand%20winter%20street


 
Hiddensee : a tale of the once and future Nutcracker 
By Gregory Maguire 
 
An inventive novel inspired by a timeless holiday legend, intertwining the story of the 
famous Nutcracker with the life of the mysterious toy maker named Drosselmeier who 
carves him. 
 

 
 

Comfort & joy : a novel  
By Kristin Hannah 
 

Joy Candellaro once loved Christmas more than any other time of the year. Now, as the 
holiday approaches, she is at a crossroads in her life; recently divorced and alone, she 
can’t summon the old enthusiasm for celebrating.  On a magical Christmas Eve, a night of 
impossible dreams and unexpected chances, Joy must find the courage to believe in a 
love--and a family--that can’t possibly exist, and go in search of what she wants . . . and 

the new life only she can find. 
 
 

Tales of O.Henry 
 
The Gift of the Magi – a holiday classic. 
 
 
 

 
 

A Kwanzaa keepsake : celebrating the holiday with new traditions and feasts 
By Jessica B, Harris 
 

This festive cookbook captures the true spirit of the African-American holiday of 
Kwanzaa, providing more than 50 recipes in menus for each night of Kwanzaa, plus 
inspirational biographies of ancestors of the African-Atlantic world and special projects 
for each of the seven days. 

 
 
 

https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=556445&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20maguire%20hiddensee
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=49572&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20comfort%20and%20joy%20hannah
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=217120&query_desc=au%2Cwrdl%3A%20o%2C%20henry
https://waterbury.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=212639&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20kwanzaa

