
Faith In the Seen 

Introduction: Back to where we were last week or in between the passages of 

Jesus wanting to provide rest for the disciples after their first ministry Journey but 

he sees from this mountaintop the needs of the people are so great.  He sees the 

crowd developing and in this account in the Gospel of John, they are in Gentile 

territory and yet Jesus is filled with compassion for their obvious immediate 

physical need for food. Jesus also sees their individual spiritual need for food.  The 

physical hunger or what can be seen in the natural is what Jesus decides to use as a 

sort of test to see where his disciples are spiritually.  How has their experience on 

the ministry mission field grown them? 

I. Our Response in Crisis; Do we recline at God’s table? 

II. Philip and Andrews Response in Crisis 

III. Peter and Andrew the 2 fish of faith; seeing beyond the diversity 

IV. Leftover bread for 12 baskets with no fish 

V. Fleeing to comfort during a crisis as part of the human condition 

VI. The comfort of taking control of the ship during a storm 

VII. Fearing the presence of Jesus 

VIII. Getting to our destination when we see Jesus  

How have we grown in our response? The crisis can be anything from a health 

condition to a decision we have to make.  What do we actually fear? Jesus or the 

unknown. 

Hebrews 11:1-3 states that…Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received 

approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of 

God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

The disciples had faith in the seen, despite the many miracles and divine 

interventions they believed what they could see, or wrap their human limited minds 

around. 

Sometimes what we can see can be terrifying but by God’s grace we can turn to 

Him and follow.  Peter was always faithful yet he denied Christ three times but 

because Jesus went to the cross Peter was redeemed, we all were. Praise be to God 

for loving us that much. 

 


