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NOT JUST CALLED BUT SENT 

INTRODUCTION: So we learned from Paul last week about our chosenosity and what we see in our 

Gospel lesson today is a huge aspect of it.  There is a calling out or a sending and a bringing in, a 

uniting in Christ.   

I. Paul summaries Jesus’ calling out to unite in Ephesians 2:17-18 

Today in our Gospel lesson the disciples were coming in after being sent out by Jesus.  We need to 

look back at Mark 6:7  

He called for the Twelve and sent them out in pairs. He gave them authority over unclean spirits. 

A. Illustration: Now I told you about my sainted grandmother, Nannie and how she took 

care us as both of my parents worked. But she had a helper, Mr. Strappy. (She never used it 

or hit us it was just there) 

When Nannie would quote scripture Matthew 16:23 “Get behind me, Satan! You are 

a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 

concerns.” we knew that Mr. Strappy was about to appear. When in church Nannie would simply put 

her hand on her purse. She would have warned us before we left the house that Mr. strappy would be 

joining us. 

Many of you know that one of my brothers is developmentally disabled, he is autistic- He lost 

Oxygen at birth and it damaged his brain cells so he is mentally 5 or 6. Yet he was fully aware of Mr. 

Strappy and took action, we later found out. It was after Nannie had died when we cleaned out her 

place that we discovered Mr. Strappy had a family. She never could find him when she needed him 

because my ‘mentally disabled’ brother would hide him. It must have driven her nuts and she would 

have never imagined that he would be able to do that. But the point is, the scripture and the imminent 

threat of Mr. Strappy worked. All of the children behaved. 

B.  Illustration: So I learned about that aspect of chosenosity as a child.  As I stated Nannie 

always had compassion and never actually hit us and my brother continues to astound his 

doctors as he is profoundly retarded, and severely autistic. My parents used to say that he was 

their only kid that did not go to college but did not break his neck going down the stairs. He 

had devised a way to go down safely, he would sit and take one step and a time. Smart.  No 

Godly touch, you see my family had taken him to the Billy Graham crusade and they prayed 

over him for protection and casted out the sickness in him and bound up the adversary that was 

stopping his development in the name of Jesus. So my brother was touched.  

II. Touched by God: We see that in our lesson with Jesus today that touch.  

a. Touch defined: Compassion is such an important word in Scripture, and it doesn’t take 

long to figure out what it means. Passio means “suffering” and the prefix “com” means 

“with.” Put the two together and you get “with suffering” or “suffering with.” Jesus shows 

compassion towards the people around him, which means that he “suffers with” them.  The 
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gospel of Mark was written first in Greek, and the Greek word for compassion is more 

graphic than the Latin word. It means to be moved by something so strongly that you feel it 

deep in your stomach, deep in your bowels, deep in your guts. Jesus has a sympathetic 

awareness of the distress of people around him, combined with a strong desire to alleviate 

it. He feels compassion not just in his heart, but in his guts. He was sent to suffer with 

deeply emotionally and physically. Beloved we do not go through challenging times alone, 

our Savior suffers with us. AMEN. 

b. So believers just can’t help to feel that need to join in the suffering with others. 

III. God’s vision: Another part of being sent into being with others is that Jesus saw all of the 

people. He saw their emptiness and their deep need for salvation.  Beloved He sees our 

emptiness, distress and knows our every need. AMEN 

a. Our Compassionate savior Jesus Christ. In the same way that the people came 

running to Him, to touch his clothing. God understands our dreams and desires but 

we are called to God’s mission of love, forgiveness, peace and reconciliation in the 

unity of the body of Christ.  God’s plans are infinitely greater than ours. 

IV. God’s plans: Jesus in the garden before he was betrayed, asked God to take the burden of 

the world from him if it was possible. He was so anxious about it that he bled tears. Yet he 

followed through with the mission because of his endless love for you and me. ‘Thy will 

Lord, not mine.’ Jesus tells us to have faith in him, in Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all 

you who are struggling hard and carrying heavy loads, and I will give you rest. Put on 

my yoke, and learn from me. I’m gentle and humble. And you will find rest for yourselves. 

My yoke is easy to bear, and my burden is light.” We are not beasts of burdens no Beloved 

we are the created children of God. Created to love one another. Created to be sent. Created 

for com passion.  

a. In our Gospel lesson Jesus demonstrated that for His chosen and sent disciples. He 

compassionately wanted them to rest after their journey but the need was so great. Beloved we 

see that need in our world and in our faith community today.  

b. Our passage picks up after Jesus, filled with com passion that he performs miracles that feed a 

multitude and he defies our human understanding by walking on water.   

c. Jesus is so filled with compassion that just a touch of His cloak can bring healing. Yet the 

most compassionate act of Jesus was in His teaching.  When Jesus taught people’s eyes were 

opened. Their spiritual eyes (their hearts) Jesus touches the heart, hearts that were once 

hardened, those lives are transformed.  AMEN. Our Redeemer lives.  

d. Jesus taught wisdom that only that touch from God can bring. People just kept coming. He 

kept loving them and teaching them and more came and were transformed and they went out 

and told everyone they knew. Not just called but sent. So those people who heard about Jesus 

came and they brought those who needed to be healed.  Not just called but sent.  
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e. Scripture says, ‘everyone that touched Him was healed’, our creator touched them.  Testimony 

after testimony, people were healed. That touch of our Savior and redeemer. The people kept 

coming sick and burdened and left as sent out, healed and free! Have you been touched? Have 

you been set free? 

Conclusion: He touched me. O He touched me  

Shackled by a heavy burden 

'Neath a load of guilt and shame 

Then the hand of Jesus touched me 

And I am no longer the same 

He touched me, Oh He touched me 

And oh the joy that floods my soul 

Something happened and now I know 

He touched me and made me whole 

Since I meet this blessed Savior 

Since He cleansed and made me whole 

I will never ceased to praise him 

I'll shout it while eternity rolls 

He touched me, Oh He touched me 

And oh the joy that floods my soul 

Something happened and now I know 

He touched me and made me whole. 
 

 

 


