
Living our Chosenosity  Ephesians 1:3-14 

 

Overall my hope is to introduce myself to you by sharing the life of one who 

has influenced my Christian walk tremendously. My maternal grandmother, 

Eugenie Ketura Pilkington. 

So Beloved we see that Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus is a prayer that 

outlines God's work through Christ, the plan of salvation effected, a repeated 

emphasis on God's sovereignty in this plan, the re-creation or rebirth of 

humanity as a result of Christ's redemptive death at the cross, the forgiveness 

of sins (or things that separate us from God’s love), our adoption as God's 

children and the confirming seal of the Holy Spirit. 

My Grandmother, a Pentacostal Missionary from Antiqua who gave her life to 

the Lord at age 7, was an immigrant in NYC at age 18 during the depression. 

She was single and devoted her life to raising her sister's children.  Eventually 

she also raised her grandchildren, watching over them while their parents 

worked.  Beloved, I lived what many may understand as a sheltered life, as the 

youngest and only girl from a conservative Christian home.   I learned of my 

chosenosity through my Grandmother living out hers. I always tell 

grandparents how special they are. Yes, you truly are and you may or may not 

be blessed to ever see the true impact of your relationship with your 

grandchildren and how it translates into their lives.  There are so many of you 

here at Bakerville so please continue to pray and speak over your grand and 

great grandchildren.  Speak wisdom and joy into their future, as my Nannie did 



for us. For then your grandchildren will come to know and understand that to 

be the love of God working through you.  It is hard to read this prayer of praise 

in Ephesians and not feel the special grace of God. God's unique love and 

concern for us. "He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world" (v. 

4), "He destined us for adoption as his children" (v. 5), "his glorious grace that 

he freely bestowed on us" (v. 6), "the riches of his grace that he lavished on us 

(vv. 7, 8).  Wow Beloved, wow how powerful and awesome our chosenosity if 

you will. 

From as long as I can remember Nannie always told me that God had a special 

call on my life. 'God has very special plans for you Gia', she would say. 'He loves 

you with a love that will never leave you and you can rely on that love to help 

you through life. You must never covet it but share it. Always listen to the Spirit 

of God for it is with you to guide, protect and comfort you. Because you are 

special to God. No matter what the world tells you, you are set apart and 

wonderfully made.'   Chosenosity! We are all wonderfully and purposefully 

made! AMEN! 

Nannie did housework and was often taken advantage of by her employers 

who knew she was raising her deceased sisters’ children alone.  It was a tough 

and sometimes a brutal journey but God always came through. They moved 

often but always found a new home, never went to bed hungry, no Nannies God 

was and still is faithful.   "He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world" (v. 4), "He destined us for adoption as his children" (v. 5), "his glorious 



grace that he freely bestowed on us" (v. 6), "the riches of his grace that he 

lavished on us (vv. 7, 8).   I see Nannie in that scripture I’m sure she may not 

have always felt like she was chosen. Let’s be honest, sometimes we don’t feel 

very chosen. Life lets us down, people may disappoint us Beloved, but God is 

faithful. AMEN? Nannie went home to be with God when I was 16 and she 

diligently prepared us for that day.   She would always remind us that her 

death will be a time of Joy.  She prepared us, "For my Father has gone ahead to 

prepare a place for me." That is part of our chosenosity. We don’t fear death, it 

is not the end but the beginning, a homecoming. We reach the fulfillment of our 

chosenosity. 

One of my favorite Spiritual theologians, Henri Nowen wrote: 'Jesus came in the 

fullness of time. He will come again in the fullness of time. Wherever Jesus, the 

Christ, is the time is brought to its fullness. Humanly, we often experience our time 

as empty. We hope that tomorrow, next week, next month or next year the real 

things will happen. But sometimes we experience the fullness of time. That is when 

it seems that time stands still, that past, present, and future become one; that 

everything is present where we are; and that God, we, and all that is have come 

together in total unity. This is the experience of God’s time.' Paul writes in 

(Galatians 4:4) “When the completion of the time came [that is: in the fullness of 

time], God sent his Son, born of a woman”, and in the fullness of time God will 

“bring everything together under Christ, as head, everything in the heavens and 



everything on earth” (In Ephesians 1:10). It is in the fullness of time that we meet 

God. 

Beloved are we living our chosenosity, in the good times, the bad times, and 

everything in between? Can we reflect on the past and the present and see the 

great plans that God has for our future? Beloved everything we experience has 

a purpose and a role in that, as ordained by God. He not only calls but He 

equips. So as we begin our journey together, let us always embrace our 

chosenosity as we diligently heed God's call. Let us consider ourselves as we 

are here today, are we full or are we empty Beloved? 
 


