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Sun Joo Lee 

 

It is a very busy season of pastoral transition in our united Methodist 

churches.  

The following what I am sharing is from resourceumc website.  

“When people new to United Methodism hear that a new pastor will 

soon be serving their congregation, they may ask: 

Why don’t we get to choose our pastor? 

Who makes these decisions? 

The short answers describe how United Methodists have agreed to 

meet the pastoral needs of congregations.  “Appointment” is the action 

taken by bishops.”i 

 

Itinerancy is the one of unique characteristics of the United Methodist 

church. 

“Itinerancy” refers specifically to the commitment by pastors to go and 

serve wherever their bishops send them for the mission of the church. 

 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement. He was an 

“itinerant” preacher, preaching up to 40, 000 sermons in his life time, 

traveling from town to town in England, and setting up Methodist 

societies. 
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Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury, the first of two Methodist bishops in 

the United States, most often circuit riders. Their appointments might 

be for only three months, after which they moved to another circuit. 

This traveling from place to place to begin Methodist societies in 

principle led to the itinerant system The United Methodist Church uses 

today. In the Book of discipline, para. 338 says, “ the itinerant system is 

the accepted method of the UMC by which ordained elders, provisional 

elders, and associate members are appointed by the bishop to fields of 

labor.” 

 

The following is the excerpt from Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke: The 

First Methodist Bishops Exhibit (Summer 2010) in the library of Emory 

University. 

“Thomas Coke arrived in the United States in November, 1784 with 

instructions from John Wesley to ordain and consecrate ministers in the 

new country. He eventually made nine ocean voyages to North America 

to exercise his episcopal office. At that time, Francis Asbury had been 

serving on this continent for thirteen years as Wesley's "son in the 

gospel." Before his death in 1816, he rode approximately 270,000 miles 

from Maine to Georgia and from the Atlantic to the western frontier 

visiting societies, supervising preachers, and presiding at conferences. 

These two early Methodist leaders are a study in contrasts, united by a 

common mission "to reform the continent, and to spread scriptural 

holiness over these lands."ii 

As an ordained pastor in the United Methodist church, I also move from 

one church to another one by appointment made by our bishop. I have 

started packing little by little, one room by one room and realized that I 

have so much stuff. Oh my goodness, why do I have all this stuff?  I 

asked God one question. What do you want me to learn from this 
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packing? I thought God wants me not to hoard anything, not value 

earthly stuff like clothes, shoes, jewelry, food, money and so on. 

While packing, I found a bag full of coins, mixed with Korean coins and 

American coins. 

I know which one is Korean money called won and which one is 

American money-pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters.  I was able to sort 

them and put into two different bags for use here and in Korea because 

I know the differences. I know the differences and know the values of 

each coin. Yet if I do not use them, what profit is it? I need to use them 

for good, for good works. 

Knowing differences and values of coins and using them for good 

works.  I thought this phrase may be used for today’s passage, James 3: 

13-18, about two kinds of wisdoms-earthly wisdom and heavenly 

wisdom. Do you know the differences? Do you know the values of 

wisdom? Would you want to use them in your daily life for good? 

James 3:13-18 says, 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life 

that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. NIV 

says,”Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility 

that comes from wisdom.” 

14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 

not be boastful and false to the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come 

down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where 

there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 

wickedness of every kind.  

17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 
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partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in 

peace for those who make peace. 

 

Earthly, human wisdom is based on the human heart of bitter envy and 

selfish ambition, generating disorder and wickedness of every kind/ 

every evil practice like darkness, discrimination, dissention, discord, 

dissimulation, and dispute. 

Heavenly wisdom is first pure, peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 

mercy and good fruits, considerate, submissive, impartial and sincere 

without hypocrisy. 

Heavenly wisdom is found in God’s law. 

Psalm 19:7-11 says,  

7-8 God’s laws are perfect. They protect us, make us wise, and give us 

joy and light. 9 God’s laws are pure, eternal, just. 10 They are more 

desirable than gold. They are sweeter than honey dripping from a 

honeycomb. 11 For they warn us away from harm and give success to 

those who obey them. 

The word, pure, in Greek is men which means truly, certainly, surely, 

indeed. 

Wise people with heavenly wisdom are those who are truly, certainly, 

surely, indeed generating, creating good fruits, good works in life. They 

value the word of God more than gold and obey them. People who 

have heavenly wisdom are called peacemakers who sow in peace raise 

a harvest of righteousness.  Matthew 5:9 says, “Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 
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Who is wise and understanding among us? Who is a peacemaker 

among us? 

How do we recognize them? By their words or by their deeds? 

 

The following is the excerpt from Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke: The 

First Methodist Bishops Exhibit (Summer 2010) in the library of Emory 

University. 

“Francis Asbury (1745-1816) was born into a humble English family, 

finished his formal schooling at age 12, and was apprenticed to a 

metalworker. His mother Eliza, a devout Christian, welcomed many 

evangelical speakers into their home. Young Francis was awakened to 

his salvation by one of these visitors, and soon after became a 

Methodist, a group whose doctrine and discipline he regarded as "the 

purest of any people now in the world."  

I am sure that those visitors truly, certainly, surely, indeed may have 

shown good deeds, good works to young Francis so he was able to 

follow Christ and help others to follow Jesus Christ as well. 

 

Who was your visitors in your life who showed good works based on 

heavenly wisdom? 

Who would be your young Francis who may regard you as a pure 

person because of your good works and follow Jesus because of your 

wisdom? 

 

We know heavenly wisdom. We can differentiate it, sort out from the 

early wisdom. Knowing is not enough like faith with work is dead. We 
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need use our wisdom wisely to do good works.  What good is money if 

we do not use it? What good is faith and wisdom?  

John Wesley and the early Methodists placed primary emphasis on 

Christian living, on putting faith and love into action. John Wesley 

referred to as "practical divinity" which has continued to be a hallmark 

of United Methodism today. 

 The Methodist Brothers and sisters who are baptized and confirmed in 

Christ are all itinerant ministers. 

We are called to go into the world to show good works from faith and 

heavenly wisdom so many will come to our Jesus Christ. 

Who is itinerant minister?  Who is wise and understanding among you? 

 
i https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/to-be-united-methodist-what-is-itineracy 
ii http://www.pitts.emory.edu/collections/digitalcollections/exhibits/asbury-coke.cfm 


