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Yesterday, I went to New York to officiate a funeral service for a family member of 

the former church that I served before. It was truly a time of celebration of the 

life of the late member, in which many people shared good memories, stories, 

about how he lived and how he loved and cared for others. No one talked about 

his belief on God, his understanding on religion, about his perspectives of life, or 

world views, his ideas, opinions on politics or his apprehension on particular 

issues. But people simply shared what he did/ how he loved family members, 

colleagues at work, neighbors in the community, and for country as a veteran. 

What he did in his life verifies of his genuine faith in Jesus Christ. I was honored 

and humbled to officiate the service for the man of genuine faith and family 

members. 

 

Have you ever thought of your funeral? Who will be there? What hymn will be 

sung? Who will do eulogy? When I was in a seminary, taking a worship class, I 

designed my funeral service so I selected hymns that would be sung, poem, 

Scripture read and even food for fellowship after my funeral service. I did it 

because it was one of my assignments. But through the assignment, I thought of 

my life long assignment which is about how I should live out the rest of my life. 

My life long assignment is to live well.  How can we live well as humans on earth 

before we transit into heaven? 

 

Today’s passage, James 2:14-26, about faith and deeds, may help us to live well 

on earth. 

James urges us to have useful, living faith rather than useless, dead faith which is 

like  a dead body without the spirit. Useful, living faith produces, generates good 

deeds while useless, dead faith produces no deed like a dead man does nothing.  

James gives us examples of living faith of Abraham and Rahab. 

James 2:20-26 says, “ You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without 

deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what 
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he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his 

actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 

23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.24 You see that 

a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 

In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for 

what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different 

direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is 

dead. 

 

James points out that belief in the oneness of God is something shared by 

believers and demons; such a belief, by itself, is not sufficient.  James 2:19 says, 

“You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-and 

shudder.”  

Abraham had faith, belief in God and also action in obedience. Non-believers, 

demons may believe in God, but no action in obedience. Abraham had not only 

belief, but showed his faith by offering his only, beloved one who may have been 

more precious than himself. Abraham did not spare for himself, but offered all he 

could offer to God. 

Rahab had faith, belief in God and also showed her faith in action. She learned 

and heard about the almighty God of Israel. She believed that God of Israel only 

can save and put her faith in God. By her faith, she offered lodging to the two 

spies, Joshua and Caleb. Offering lodging to the spies was not merely offering a 

space to hide. It was Rahab’s act of faith, offering her life to God of Israel as a 

Canaanite woman. 

When she was found that she hid Canaanite’s enemy, Israelites, two spies, she 

must have been killed. Yet she believed almighty God who delivered Israelites 

from the slavery of Egypt. she acted by faith in the terrifying circumstance. It was 

an act of faith putting herself in the almighty God’s hand so she would be saved as 

well as her family. 

Abraham and Rahab were both considered as righteous by what they did, by what 

they offered to God, not by faith alone. Abraham was a liar, Rahab was a 
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prostitute, but by their faith along with their action in faith and obedience, they 

became righteous. The sinners were transformed to the saints by their faith and 

action, good deeds. 

 

How about you? We all once were liars, prostitutes.  We lied to ourselves, to 

others and to God so often. 

We poured out our love to other things and people more than to God. Do we still 

do that? 

What is God asking you to offer by faith like God asked Abraham?  

Who is your Issac who may be more precious than your own life? Can we offer to 

God? 

What is God asking you to offer by faith like God triggered her to hide God’s 

people? 

 By your action, who will be saved?  

By your good deeds in faith &obedience, who will be safe and secure in this 

terrifying circumstance? 

 By your genuine faith, what would you offer to God and to others today?  

 

 

Abraham became the father of nations because of his faith and good deeds. 

 According to Matthew 1:5-6, Rahab became the mother of Boaz, grandmother of 

Obed, great grand mother of Jesse. Jesse is the father of King David. She became 

the one of ancestors of Jesus Chirst. 

Joshua and Caleb the two spies were the only men from their generation 

permitted to go into the Promised Land. 
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God rewards us as we believe and offer to God,we do good works. God does not 

exploit our works, labors, our sweats. Gracious, good God always rewards us not 

only in heaven, but here on earth too. 

Romans 12:11 

11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 

Colossians 3:23-24 

Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the 

Lord Christ whom you serve. 

How can we live well? What would you do the rest of your life? What would 

people say about you at your funeral? what would God say about us as we see 

God face to face? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


