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May 2,2021; text: James 5:13-18, Psalm 22:25-31; prayer of faith; Rev. Sun Joo Lee 

 

The book of James was written by James around AD 40 before all other Gospels. ( 

Mark AD.55-65, John Ad. 85-90)  

James wrote this letter to teach right Christian behaviors for first-century Jewish 

Christians residing in Gentile communities outside Palestine. The Jewish diaspora 

or exile is the dispersion of Israelites or Jews out of their ancestral homeland (the 

Land of Israel) 

It was written to give particular ways to live in diaspora. James 1:1 says, “to the 

twelve tribes scattered among the nations” 

 

The central theme of James’ letter is that genuine faith will inevitably produce 

good deeds.  

This letter is full of wise sayings, exhortations, instructions, and practical advice 

on living the Christian life like acting justly in society, controlling one’s speech, 

distinguishing two wisdom, being obedient, being patient, keeping promises, and 

helping others to remain faithful to God. 

 

Today’s passage James 5:13-18 is the last part of letter in which James exhorts 

and commands to pray for one another.  

13 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should 

sing songs of praise. 14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of 

the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of 

the Lord.  

Rhetorical questions are used in order to give exhortations, commands, and 

instructions.  

New American Standard Bible uses the word, “Must” They must pray, must sing 

songs of praise, they must call for the elders of the church. 



2 
 

New International Version says, Let them pray, Let them praise, Let them call the 

elders of the church.  

As we know what to do when we in are trouble, when we praise God in song, 

what to do when we are sick. James does not inform any new ideas, but strongly 

urges us to pray and praise continuously and emphasizes what we as the church 

should do, which is to pray for one another.  

Anointing oil was common medical practice. Oil is used for both a medicine and a 

symbol of the Holy Spirit. In Luke 10:30-35, a Samaritan poured oil and wine on a 

wounded man on the street. 

In 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Samuel anoints David. V. 13 says, “ So Samuel took the horn 

of oil and anointed hi in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the 

Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power.  

 

 

 

15 The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and 

anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins 

to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer 

of the righteous is powerful and effective.  

People in the church are not alone. Members of Christ’s body should be able to 

count on others for support and prayer, especially when they are sick or suffering. 

The elders should be on call to respond to the illness of any member, and the 

church should pray for the needs of all its members. 

We have many faithful warriors to pray for the church members.  The elders are 

those who are church leaders who seek godly and righteous lives. 

Most translations say, the prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.  

The word, Righteous, in v. 16-the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 

effective, is the root word of righteousness in 2 Timothy 2:22 and Romans 3:22. 

The word, righteousness, means in a broad sense: state of him who is as he ought 

to be, righteousness, the condition acceptable to God, the doctrine concerning 
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the way in which man may attain a state approved of God. It means integrity, 

virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking feeling, and acting.   

No one is righteous unless God regards us righteous. Our righteousness is from 

God through faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:22), but also we need to pursue 

righteousness, faith, love, and peace in our lives (2 Timothy 2:22) like grace is 

totally upon God’s hand, it is a gift from God, yet we need to pursue God’s grace. 

We need to have a life seeking, pursuing, and longing for God’s grace and 

righteousness. 

 An interesting thing that I have found in GNT is that Good news translations says, 

the prayer of a good person is powerful and effective.  

 

17 Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, 

and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed 

again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 

 

19 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is 

brought back by another, 20 you should know that whoever brings back a sinner 

from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude 

of sins. 

Sins are spiritual sickness. As our physical body can be healed, sinful life can be 

healed and restored to God by intercessory prayers.  

 

Our Connecticut district had district conference yesterday. The message was 

based on John 15:1-17 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch 

in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 

that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I 

have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear 

fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 

remain in me. 
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I think that prayer is one of effective and powerful way to remain in God. As 

branches that remain in the vine bear a lot of fruits, as we remain in God via 

prayer, we will bear a lot of fruits that we cannot get from the world, but from 

God.  

We as Christians may be in spiritual diaspora. We are not in the land of kingdom 

of God yet. We are scattered, dispersed over the earth. We are scattered, divided 

by many “Ism”, politics, race, ethnicity, culture and religion. Humans are in the 

spiritual diaspora. We are in the foreign land, not homeland.  

The letter of James is for us as well, exhorting, commanding us to stay connected 

with God and each other in this diaspora through prayers. 

Let us remain in God through prayers. Let us pray for one another. That is way to 

please God and bring glory to God. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


