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Today is a Pentecost Sunday. We are wearing red today. Red is a visual 

reminder of the “tongues of fire. The word Pentecost comes from a 

Greek  meaning fiftieth.   The Christian festival of Pentecost is 

celebrated on the 50th day (the seventh Sunday) from Easter Sunday. It 

commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and 

other followers of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrating 

the Feast of Weeks, which is the Jewish festival of Pentecost.  

Do you remember your own personal Pentecost in which you received 

the Holy Spirit and born again by the Holy Spirit? I still remember the 

moment that I fully experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit. I was in 

the worship with many people, but I felt like I am alone with God in a  

warm furnace.   

On Pentecost Sunday, we remember the day the disciples received the 

Holy Spirit in a special way. The story in Acts 2 describes a powerful 

wind and tongues of fire as the Holy Spirit was poured out on people 

from all over the world who came to Jerusalem to celebrate a Jewish 

feast. At the first Pentecost over 3000 people were baptized, creating 

the first church. This is why Pentecost is known as the birthday of the 

Christian church. 

Many people ,who were Jews or converter to Judaism came to 

Jerusalem for the Jewish festival of Pentecost, saw Jesus disciples and 

other believers who were filled with the Holy Spirit, speaking in other 

tongues. They were amazed and perplexed by the fact that Jesus’ 

disciples and other believers, filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke not their 

own language, but all different languages of people who came from all 

over the world.  

Acts 2:5-13 CEB 
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When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 

Suddenly a sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled 

the entire house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to 

be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them. 4 They were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as 

the Spirit enabled them to speak. 

 

5 There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were 

mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native 

languages. 7 They were surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all 

the people who are speaking Galileans, every one of them? 8 How then 

can each of us hear them speaking in our native language? 9 Parthians, 

Medes, and Elamites; as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews 

and converts to Judaism), 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them 

declaring the mighty works of God in our own languages!” 12 They 

were all surprised and bewildered. Some asked each other, “What does 

this mean?” 13 Others jeered at them, saying, “They’re full of new 

wine!” 

 

14 Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and 

declared, “Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen 

carefully to my words! 15 These people aren’t drunk, as you suspect; 

after all, it’s only nine o’clock in the morning! 16 Rather, this is what 

was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
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17 In the last days, God says, 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

    Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 

    Your young will see visions. 

    Your elders will dream dreams. 

 

 As God promises that God will pour out the Holy Spirit on all people, 

not only certain people, God pours out God’s spirit and God’s love upon 

all people. And God asks God’s people to love God first and to love their 

neighbors as themselves. 

Leviticus 19:18 

18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your 

people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

Matthew 22:37-40 

37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the 

greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang 

all the law and the prophets.” 

Romans 13:8 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who 

loves another has fulfilled the law. 

Galatians 5:14 
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14 For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

 Can you guess how many laws/commandments in Torah that James 

refer to royal law? 

 According to Wikipedia, Torah contains a total of 613 commandments 

or mitzvah covering many aspects of daily life, including family, 

personal hygiene and diet. 

The 613 commandments include "positive commandments", to 

perform an act (mitzvot aseh), and "negative commandments", to 

abstain from certain acts (mitzvot lo taaseh). The negative 

commandments number 365, which coincides with the number of days 

in the solar year, and the positive commandments number 248, a 

number ascribed to the number of bones and main organs in the 

human body.i 

1 commandment Vs. 613 commandments 

1 Commandment seems to be easier, but is it easy for you? Loving 

neighbors as myself! 

If it is not easy, why isn’t it easy to love others? 

I think we see other in our own eyes, in our own ways, and in our own 

perspectives, namely we judge others through our own evil thoughts. 

 

 if someone is not in the aliment of mine, it is hard to embrace them or 

love them. 
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If then, how can we help ourselves so we can love others, our 

neighbors, regardless of all differences-racial, social-economic, 

educational, and theological differences. 

In today’s passage James 2:1-13, we may find a tip how we can love 

others, our neighbors, despite all differences.  

V. 1-3 My brothers and sisters,[a] do you with your acts of favoritism 

really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?[b] 2 For if a person with 

gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 

person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and if you take notice of the one 

wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to 

the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,”[c] 

 

How can we love our neighbors as ourselves? 

 

 God asks us to forbid favoritism.  Favoritism hinders us to see people 

as God’s people created in the image of God. Favoritism hinders us to 

see the beautiful image of God in humans because Favoritism is based 

on our own perspectives, understandings and preferences on people, 

not through the eyes and heart of God.  

Favoritism is to discriminate among ourselves and become judges with 

evil thoughts. 

 

God creates all humans beautifully and wonderfully and equally in the 

image of God. Each of humans has God’s image, God’s likeness, not in 

terms of physical appearance, but spiritual characters or attributes- the 

image of God’s holiness, kindness, mercy, joy, love, patience, 
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gentleness, goodness, self-control, righteousness,  a sense of humor, 

intelligence, Empathy, sympathy, forgiveness, generosity, and so on. 

God’s images in humans have been distorted, destroyed, and deluged 

by our original sin and our consciously and unconsciously committed 

sins, but not totally deprived. We humans still have God’s image, the 

likness of God in us. Sanctification is the process of restoring of God’s 

complete image in us. We Christians are in that sanctification process.  

 

God wants us to put our efforts to find God’s image in humans rather 

than to find their faults, mistakes, wrong-doings, ugliness, wickedness, 

unkindness, rudeness, differences and so on. 

 

Early Christians and churches were living under the rule of the Roman 

Empire, facing extreme poverty. The wealthy made up less than three 

percent of the total imperial population. On the other hand, ninety 

percent of the total population was near and under subsistence, 

poverty level.ii 

 Leonard Ravenhill, an English Christian Evangelist, says “The early 

church was married to poverty, prisons and persecutions. Today, the 

church is married to prosperity, personality, and popularity.” 

Due to severe poverty in the first century under the roman empire 

control and persecution, many preferred to remain as slaves by the 

wealthy rather than to be freed man. 

Under the circumstance, many people desperately sought for the 

resource for their living, being put in prisons due to debt caused by tax 

upon the poor and being exploited and dragged by the wealthy into 

court. 
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The poor wanted to get some help, resource, and support by the 

wealthy. And people treated people based on their own needs and 

survival. Even Christians showed favoritism to the wealthy over the 

poor. 

James urges that Christians should not show favoritism. Judging others 

by what they have, wear or by their appearances is to violate the royal 

law, which is Torah. V. 8-9 says, “If you really keep the royal law found 

in Scripture, “ Love your neighbor as yourself. You are doing right, but if 

you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 

lawbreakers.” 

1 Samuel 16:7 says, “ But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; 

for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 

 

How can we love our neighbors as ourselves? 

Stop favoritism driven by our own evil thoughts-discrimination, 

prejudice, bias. 

Put our efforts to find out God’s beautiful image in all people rather 

than quicky judge others by their outward appearances. 

Through that way, we can love all people despite all our differences and 

preferences and needs.  

If we love God, we certainly love others who have God’s image in them 

. Everyone has God’s image. 

 

Do you see God’s beautiful image in the person next you? 
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Do you think you show God’s image easily to others in your life? Or do 

they hardly find God’s image in you? 

 

Let us continuously strive for Christ’s likeness in our lives through the 

power of the Holy Spirit on this Pentecost Sunday and every day. 

The holy Spirit may also help us to have a spiritual keen eyesight with 

which we can easily recognize God’s image in all people. 

 

 
i https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/613_commandments 
ii https://place.asburyseminary.edu/ 


