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March 28, 2021 

Today is Palm Sunday in which we celebrate the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on a 

donkey. It is also Passion Sunday which is the start of what is often called “Passion Week/Holy 

Week,” the final seven days of Jesus’ earthly ministry. During Passion/Holy week, we also 

remember Jesus’ suffering and death for the lost before the victorious resurrection of Jesus 

Christ on Easter Sunday. 

The people exclaimed “ Hosanna” (Save us), waving palm branches, laying their clothing on the 

road when Jesus came into Jerusalem as King/Messiah, but only  a few days later, the same 

crowd cried out “ Crucify him” when Jesus stood on trial as criminal.  

Palm Sunday began with Jesus and His disciples traveling over the Mount of Olives. This was 

Sunday of the week that Jesus would be crucified and the great Passover festival was about to 

begin. Jews came to Jerusalem from all over the Roman world during this week-long 

celebration to remember the great exodus from Egypt. 

On Sunday, Jesus sent two disciples ahead into the village of Bethphage to find an animal to 

ride, entering into Jerusalem. 

On Monday, Jesus cleared the temple by driving out those who were buying and selling there. 

Jesus said, “My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations. But you have made it a 

den of robbers.” 

On Tuesday, Jesus’ authority was challenged by the religious leaders. Jesus taught in 

stories/parables and confronted the Jewish leaders. Judas agreed to betray Jesus, watching for 

an opportunity to hand him over.  

On Wednesday, the Bible does not what Jesus did on this day, but he probably remained in 

Bethany with his disciples. 

On Thursday, Jesus and the disciples had the last supper. Jesus predicted Peter’s denial, 

struggling in Gethsemane. Jesus was betrayed and arrested. 

On Friday, Jesus stood trial before Pilate. Jesus was disowned by Peter and crucified on the 

cross.  

Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, asked for Jesus’ body, wrapped it in 

the linen, and placed it in a tomb.  

Saturday /Sabbath went by. 
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On Sunday, the first day of week, when the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalen, Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome went to the tomb. They were told that Jesus was risen.  Jesus 

was resurrected on Sunday. 

Between Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and victorious resurrection from the dead, 

Jesus experienced great sufferings, pains, and hardships. He was betrayed, denied, mocked, 

rejected, and crucified, and killed as criminal although He is the King of kings. 

We Christians have entered into the family of God, confessing, proclaiming Jesus as our Savior, 

shouting Hosanna-Jesus saves us.  As Jesus experienced all sufferings although he is the King, 

we Christians although we are children of God encounter sufferings and pains in our lives. We 

are not immune to suffering in this world.  Suffering is part of life.  There is no Christians 

entering the kingdom of God by  only shouting Hosanna on Palm Sunday and shouting 

Hallelujah on Easter Sunday. We also suffer with God and suffer for God on Passion Sunday. 

Yet some Christians when they encounter sufferings, pains, and hardships in their lives, they 

turn back from God, doubting, denying, betraying, mocking, rejecting, disowning Jesus and 

even shouting “crucify him” like the crowd in the Jesus time. 

How about you? What is your attitude, response to Jesus in the midst of great sufferings, 

pains, and despair? 

In Matthew 27:45-46, we can hear the great agony of Jesus on the cross. It says, “45 From 

noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 46 And about three 

o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?”  

Jesus pleaded for deliverance from suffering and hostility, expressing his agony, anguish, and 

pain by saying the words of God, Psalm 22: 1,” My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  

Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 

Did Jesus doubt God?  Or Did Jesus deny, betray, mock, reject, disown and curse God? 

Eli, Eli, Lema sabachthani? My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Did Jesus truly feel 

that he was forsaken? 

Is this a rhetorical question? or Is this not a rhetorical question? What do you think? 

I believe this is a rhetorical question. No answer needed.  Jesus already knew his death when 

he entered into Jerusalem on a donkey and Jesus shared that with his disciples. Jesus knew 

that his death on the cross was God’s will.  Jesus knew he had to die in order to bear all the 
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sins of the world. Jesus knew all, yet the agony both physically and spiritually was horrible and 

harsh. 

John Wesley says, “Our Lord hereby at once express his trust in God, and a most distressing 

sense of his letting loose the powers of darkness upon him”i 

In the midst of all pain and suffering, Jesus did not say a word of doubt on the cross, but word 

of trust in God. It was expression of trust, obedience rather than doubt.  Jesus fully obeyed 

God to the point of death. That is what God wants us to do too.  

Philippians 2:5-11 says,  

5 Let the same mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus, 

6 who, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God 

    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 

    taking the form of a slave, 

    being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself 

    and became obedient to the point of death— 

    even death on a cross. 

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

    and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 

    every knee should bend, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 

    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A5-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29380a
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My brothers and sisters, where are you now? Do you feel like you are crucified with 

pain and agony and anguish? Do you feel like you are David pleading, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?   Why are you so far from helping me, from the words 

of my groaning? 2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but 

find no rest.” 

Where are you? What do you encounter? No matter what you face in your life, no 

matter how hard, difficult, and painful your circumstances are, I hope you and I always 

say words of trust, rather than doubt, fully obey God and follow God in the midst of our 

adversities because we know that our end of suffering is victory in Jesus Christ.  Jesus 

clearly shows through his triumphal entry to Jerusalem, suffering and death, and his 

victorious resurrection.  

Deuteronomy 31:6 says, 6 Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread of them, because 

it is the Lord your God who goes with you; he will not fail you or forsake you.” 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  You have the answer. Don’t you? Keep 

waving and shouting “Hosanna” Gracious loving and merciful God 

We lift up the families of the victims of a mass shooting occurred in Boulder, Colorado. 

10 people were killed, many were injured, and thousands of people’s hearts were 

wounded by the act of gun violence.  

 God place your healing and comforting hands upon all family members in the midst of 

grief and sorrow. And fill all people in that community as they go through this 

communal trauma and tragedy. 

Some may say, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why have you forsaken 

us? Why have you allowed this tragedy to us? 

Gracious loving God, while they are mourning and questioning your goodness and 

faithfulness, please continuously pour out your grace and mercy, so they can continue 

to have hope and trust in you, with which they shall overcome the pain and suffering. 

We pray in the name of Jesus who suffers with us and gives us victory. Amen.  

 

 
i Kenneth J. Collins & Robert W. Wall, ed. Wesley One Volume Commentary (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2020), 587. 


