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April 18, 2021; Acts 3:12-19, Luke 24:36b-48; Times of refreshing; Rev. Sun Joo Lee 

 

Peace be with you! 

In the United Methodist Church, there are six special Sundays. 

Special Sundays are designated Sundays throughout the year that provide 

opportunities for giving. These special offerings are earmarked and support 

designated ministries. On these Sundays, we empower our congregations 

to give toward causes and organizations that promote sustainable life 

change. These offerings help offer refuge in times of disaster, promote 

peace and justice, provide scholarships, reach out to the community, teach 

skills to encourage self-sufficiency and share the love of Jesus Christ with 

God’s people everywhere.i 

Watch the youtube. Today is  Native American Ministry Sunday, one of six special 

Sundays. 

 

In the account of Jesus walking on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), the 

disciples do not recognize Jesus until they invite him to stay with them and 

he sits and breaks bread. Similarly, in our churches, it is through sharing 

with one another that we experience Christ among us.  

The Covid-19 crisis has an increased impact on those who live paycheck to 

paycheck and weren’t able to stockpile basic needs. And in places like the 

Yankton Sioux Tribe on the White Swan Reservation in South Dakota, the 

nearest substantial grocery stores are 60-90 miles away. The community 

was still recovering from 2019 flooding when they were further 

compromised by the pandemic. 

 

The Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference sent a grant to the tribe to 

purchase food and supplies and distribute them during the crisis. 

 



2 
 

Through our giving, we celebrate United Methodist Native American 

Ministries. As we share in community for this and other denominational 

giving opportunities, our offerings connect us in ways that recognize Christ 

among us. 

 

Beyond times of crisis, the special offering supports Native American 

outreach within annual conferences and across the United States and 

provides seminary scholarships for Native Americans.ii 

 

United Methodist observe Native American ministries Sunday specifically to 

support leadership development, ministries by and with, and education of 

native Americans in our denomination.  

Native and indigenous people are defined as a protected category of 

people, many times because they have been subject to generations of 

repression, demonization of their cultures, and languages and systematic 

racism. 157 of 30, 955 UMC congregations in the USA are native 

Americans.iii 

Robin Diangelo, who is the author of a book entitled, White Fragility says, “ The 

united States was founded on the principle that all people are created equal. Yet 

the nation began with the attempted genocide of Indigenous people and the theft 

of their land. American wealth was built on the labor of kidnapped and enslaved 

Africans and their descendants.”iv 

 

I remember that During the New York Annual Conference in 2015, there was the 

time for Act of repentance for the healing of relationships with indigenous 

people, led by the Bishop Jane Middleton.  

Read page 36 of 216th session of NYAC 

Native American Sunday is observed as part of our continuing repentance. 

Read page 39 #1 
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It was a moment in which true repentance and forgiveness were prevalent. We 

pledge ourselves to kingdom building where all are respected, valued, and we live 

in harmony and balance with all God’s creation.  

 

In Luke 24: 36-53, Before Jesus was taken up into heaven, He appeared to his 

disciples and showed his hands and feet. And He opened their minds so they 

could understand the Scriptures.  

V.46-49, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 

You are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my 

Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power 

from on high.” 

What Jesus told them is the Great Commission like in Matthew 28:16-20, the 

instruction of the resurrected Jesus Christ to his disciples to spread the gospel to 

all the nations of the world. 

Gospel, the good news is that when we repent our sins in the name of Jesus, all 

our sins are forgiven and we can be reconciled with God and we become the 

children of God. We are called to spread this good news, we are called to live out 

the life of repentance and forgiveness of sins proclaimed by us individually and 

communally as church through the power of God in Jesus name.  Repentance and 

forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed in his name. Repentance and forgiveness of 

sins should be prevalent and real in the world, nations, families, and individuals.  

 

 

 

When Jesus appeared to his disciples, they were startled, and frightened, thinking 

they saw a ghost. He said to them, why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise 

in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself. Touch me and see; a 

ghost dos not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.  
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While they still did not believe, Jesus asked them, “Do you have anything here to 

eat?” they gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their 

presence.  

 

Jesus who is the real, living, Son of God, not ghost, who ate real broiled fish in 

front of the disciples. Christ’s act of eating in the presence of his disciples is a final 

demonstration of his corporeity. 

 Yet His corporeity is not stopped, it is continued by God’s people, the disciples of 

Jesus Christ.  

We should be real children of God, real church, not building itself, ghost, but real 

body of Jesus Christ-his hands and feet. Real children of God, real disciple of Jesus 

Christ, share real pieces of broiled fish with others. 

 As disciples of Jesus Christ did not believe although Jesus showed his hands and 

feet, there are in the world many people who do not believe that Jesus is real, 

living, son of God. Jesus asked them to offer some food to eat and ate in front of 

the disciples who doubted and unbelieved. 

 

What would be the real pieces of broiled fish through which we recognize Jesus is 

the real, living, the son of God?  Broiled fish through which we see, feel, and 

recognize He is real among us. 

Could it be our repentance, forgiveness, love, care? What would be your broiled 

fish that you can offer to others? 

Your broiled fish bring the time of refreshing, time of restoration, time of 

reconciliation.  

 

Jesus is not here with us physically. He went up to heaven and he is in the right 

side of God now, not on earth. Yet Jesus is with us in the form of God’s spirit, the 

Holy Spirit. Jesus is using each one of us to show Himself to the world.  
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St. Teresa of Ávila, who lived from 1515-1582, was a Spanish theologian, writer, 

and mystic. 

I would like to share her beautiful prayer. Hope it inspires us how to live out our 

lives.  

 

Christ has no body but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

Compassion on this world, 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 

Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 

Christ has no body now but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

compassion on this world. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. — St. Teresa of Ávila 

 

 
i https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays 
ii https://www.umc.org/en/content/native-american-ministries-sunday-ministry-article 
iii   https://www.r2hub.org/library/april-18th-is-native-american-ministries-sunday 
iv Robin Diangelo, White Fragility ( Boston: Beacon press, 2018), 13. 


