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The resurrection story of Jesus unfolds in four gospels-Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 

John. 

Although four gospels tell the same truth that Jesus rose again from the dead, 

Jesus met his disciples, and Jesus commissioned his disciples to go into the world 

to share the good news. Yet some details vary like the time, people who went to 

the tomb where Jesus was buried, agents who told about the resurrection of 

Jesus, and the place where Jesus appeared to people first time. 

For example, in Matthew, at dawn Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 

to see the tomb. Angel said to women that Jesus has been raised. Jesus met 

them on the way while they ran to tell his disciples. 

Matthew 28:1-20  

28 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great 

earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 

back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 

white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 

But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking 

for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 

Come, see the place where he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He 

has been raised from the dead,[b] and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 

there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb 

quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 

them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 

In Mark, at the time the sun had risen, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 

of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. A 

young man, dressed in a white robe told them that he has been raised.   Jesus 
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appeared to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had drive seven demons. No 

place explained where Jesus met her, but after she fled from the tomb. 

 

Mark 16:1-8 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

16 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 

and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early 

on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 

They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 

which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, 

they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they 

were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, 

there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is 

going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So 

they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.[a] 

 

In Luke, at early dawn, Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother 

of James, and the other women, taking the spices that they had prepared. two 

men in dazzling clothes stood beside them told them he has risen. Luke does not 

tell where Jesus met those women.  

 

Luke 24: 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they ( Women in NIV) came to 

the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled 

away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body.[a] 4 

While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes 
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stood beside them. 5 The women[b] were terrified and bowed their faces to the 

ground, but the men[c] said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the 

dead? He is not here, but has risen.[d] 6 Remember how he told you, while he 

was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be 

crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 

and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 

Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 

women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words seemed to 

them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to 

the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he 

went home, amazed at what had happened.[e] 

 

 

In John, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb. Unlike other 

gospel accounts, In John, we can see only Mary Magdalen who came to the 

tomb, at which Jesus met Mary, calling her name. There inside of the tomb was 

a conversation between Mary and Jesus. Mary saw him, heard him say her 

name, and she was commissioned to go to other disciples to tell about what 

Jesus told her. 

 

John 20:11-18 (Read) 

 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 

look[a] into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body 

of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to 

her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away 

my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 

Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 

looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
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carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,[b] “Rabbouni!” 

(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I 

have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary 

Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she 

told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

What significance does the John gospel uniquely tell us? 

Historically Jesus was resurrected, but Jesus is not resurrected in everyone’s 

heart. When people who came to the tomb and witnessed that Jesus rose again, 

tell about the resurrection of Jesus, people did not believe. The resurrection story 

is not a truth to all people although it is for all. It becomes only truth, victory, and 

triumph, hope, and joy for those who love Jesus, who hear and see Jesus and do 

what Jesus asks us to do. 

John 20:15-16, “Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 

looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,[b] “Rabbouni!” 

(which means Teacher). 

Mary loved Jesus deeply although he died, did not have any power, privilege at 

all. She came to the tomb while it was till dark in order to seek the corpus, dead 

body. There was no other reason for her to seek him, but love. She loved him and 

sought him out of love. 

Jesus knew why she was weeping. Jesus knew whom she was looking for. Mary 

only looked for Jesus because she loved him. And Jesus called her name, Mary. 

She recognized his voice and said to him Rabbouni.  We can easily imagine her joy 

in her heart and face.  John 20:18 says, “Mary Magdalene went and announced to 

the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these 

things to her.” 
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My brothers and Sisters! Have you ever had a moment that you shouted out like 

Mary,” I have seen the Lord” with overwhelming and tremendous joy. It is the joy 

of resurrection in which all fear is gone. 

Why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for? What are you looking for in 

your life now? 

Do we truly look for Jesus because we love him or we need him? Because we 

need his power- victory, eternal life, healing, comfort, finance security, health, 

reputation, position, privilege. 

Mary looked for Jesus when Jesus was dead, when Jesus could not do anything for 

her, but she came to Jesus to anoint him, to take care of his dead body, she came 

to him only out of her love, not out of duty or responsibility, not out of her needs.  

Jesus knew her heart, Jesus personally called her name, and Jesus revealed 

himself in the tomb where Mary and Jesus were alone. We truly see the personal 

relationship, intimate relationship in which Jesus reveals himself, although Jesus 

reveals himself to the public on the street, at the sea of Galilee.  

John 14:21 says, “21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those 

who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

them and reveal myself to them.” 

Proverbs 8:17 “I love those who love me, and those who seek me find me.” 

 

Mary Magdalene who came from the town of Magdala, a fishing town on the 

western shore of the Sea of Galilee, sometimes called Mary of Magdala, or simply 

the Magdalene was a witness to his crucifixion, burial, and resurrection when all 

other disciples, expect John, deserted Jesus. She was considered as the apostle to 

apostles. She never deserted Jesus even at the moment of Jesus death because of 

her love for Jesus Christ. 

Why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for? What are you looking for? 

I hope you are Mary Magdalene having the same heart for Jesus, although living 

with different name and different location and time. 

Why are you,Cathy Torrington, weeping?  
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Whom are you, Darlene Torrington, looking for? 

What are you, Kathleen Tomaston, looking for? 

What do you, Bakerville UMC  New Hartford, looking for? 

Is truly Jesus resurrected for you in your heart, the tomb? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The resurrection of Christ is the centerpiece of the gospel. Without it, Christ’s death and burial would be 

rendered ineffective and incomplete (Rom 4:25; 1 Cor 15:13–19). Christology would undergo major 

revisions without the resurrection, which would then affect all of Christian theology. 

 

Considering the theological weight that it carries in the New Testament, one might expect a clear 

prophecy concerning the Messiah’s resurrection on the third day in the Old Testament. But, was the 
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resurrection of Christ really “according to the Scriptures” as the Apostle Paul claimed? (1 Cor 15:4 cf. Lk 

24:45–46). 

 

No such prophecy immediately comes to light. Commentators readily admit to the difficulty in 

interpreting Paul’s assertion in 1 Corinthians 15:4. Did Paul read into the Old Testament something that 

was not originally there? If so, how are we to understand biblical hermeneutics? Ziony Zevit, a Jewish 

scholar, asserts that first century Jews were not compelled to become Christians because there was no 

“developed precedent for the death and resurrection of the Messiah (in the Tanakh).”1 If he is right then 

Paul and other New Testament writers read the Old Testament disingenuously. 

 

On the contrary, it can be shown that the Old Testament does testify to the Messiah’s resurrection on 

the third day. The New Testament writers read the Old Testament Scriptures legitimately, in accordance 

with their authorial meaning. A few key Old Testament texts can show us how. 

 

RESURRECTION OF THE MESSIAH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

While there is a generally agreed-upon theology of resurrection in the Old Testament (cf. Job 19:25–27; 

Ps 49:15; 73:23–28; Isa 25:8; 26:19; Ezek 37:1–14; Hos 13:14; Dan 12:1–4 etc.), connections between 

Psalm 16:10 and Psalm 22, and Isaiah 53:10–11 and Daniel 12:2–3 reveal that the Messiah, in particular, 

would be raised from the dead. 

 

Psalm 16:10 

David’s prayer of trust in Yahweh climaxes with the confidence, “For you will not abandon my soul to 

Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption” (Ps 16:10). Some contest the idea of resurrection in this verse 

in favor of salvation from mortal danger. But the verb “abandon” ( בעז ) along with the preposition “  ל” 

refers to leaving someone behind (cf. Jb 39:14). David’s hope is that he would not be left in the realm of 

the dead. He doesn’t merely want to be saved from an immediate physical danger but to overcome 

death. In other words, David envisioned resurrection. 

 

The way this verse relates to the Messiah is first through the messianic promise of the Davidic Covenant 

(2 Sam 7:12–16), which functions as the basis for David’s trust (cf. 16:1). The word “your holy one” 

ָך) ִסיד   .is a unique Messianic title in the Hebrew Bible that never refers to David (ח ֲ֝

 

The parallelism between David and God’s holy one in Psalm 16:10 is similar to Psalm 4:3 (Heb., v. 4). God 

hears David’s prayer because He set apart the holy ones (יד  for Himself. David is one of the holy ones (ָחִסִ֣

who benefits from God’s actions for them. In the same way, Psalm 16 argues that David’s resurrection is 

guaranteed by God’s raising of His holy one, the Messiah. Psalm 16:10 is an explicit text in the Old 

Testament that brings together the concepts of resurrection and the Messiah. Psalm 22 is proof that this 
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kind of thinking was not isolated but interconnected. The promise of the Messiah’s resurrection is set 

into motion in Psalm 22. 

 

Learn to Handle Scripture at the Master's Seminary 

Psalm 22 

There is a confident hope that neither David nor the Messiah would be forsaken (עזב) or given over to 

experience the corruption in Psalm 16:10. But Psalm 22 presents a situation which endangers that hope, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken (עזב) me?” But for the logic of Psalm 16 to work, the forsaking 

must refer to being abandoned in Sheol—the psalmist or the referent of Psalm 16:10b (the Messiah) has 

to die. Psalm 22 describes that death in detail (22:12–21). However, Psalm 22 advances to life after 

death (22:22-31). That is only explainable by the resurrection. 

 

David’s life does not fulfill the details of this psalm, which speak of execution and death. It must refer to 

the Davidic Messiah. The Messiah’s resurrection was David’s confidence for his own, and by extension, 

the hope of all of Israel. Isaiah writes about the Messiah carrying the destiny of all of Israel and the 

world in his death and resurrection. 

 

Isaiah 53:10–11 

The Davidic Messiah who suffers, dies (Ps 22:12–21), and is raised (Ps 16:10; 22:22–21) is Isaiah’s 

suffering Servant. Building on previous revelation, Isaiah 53:10–11 describes his death and resurrection 

as part of Yahweh’s will. It pleased Him to crush the Servant. That this crushing led to death is made 

explicit in 53:9, “And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death” —he was 

buried; burial confirms death in addition to the crucifixion. Isaiah, along with the Psalms, confirms that 

the Messiah would die. However, the Davidic Covenant would fail if the Messiah stays dead (cf. 2 Sam 

7:12–13). His resurrection becomes critical to fulfilling God’s promises. 

 

Therefore, Isaiah also prophesies his resurrection—“he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand” (Isa 53:10b). How can he “see” his offspring if he is 

executed unless he is resurrected? The verb “prolong” (ָאֵרך) is sometimes used to refer to an everlasting 

(resurrected) afterlife (Ps 23:6; 91:16), and portrays the Servant’s resurrection here. In fact, this verse 

echoes Psalm 22:30 (Heb., v. 31) where the “seed” (ֶזַרע) are mentioned in connection to his 

resurrection. 

 

Verse 11 posits that the Servant’s death and resurrection will justify many as righteous. This tie between 

the Messiah’s resurrection and the people’s justification in Isaiah 53:10–11 leads us to perhaps the 

clearest passage in the Hebrew Bible about the resurrection—Daniel 12:2–3. 
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Daniel 12:2–3 

Once a connection is established between Isaiah 53:10–11 and Daniel 12:2–3, a strong case emerges for 

the resurrection of the Messiah himself. Daniel 12:3 refers to the saints as “those who are wise” 

ים) ִכִלִ֔ ַמש  יל) ”just as the Servant is said to “act wisely ,(ַהַ֨ ִכִּ֖  in Isaiah 52:13. The Servant is said to make (ַיש 

people righteous (יק ִדיֵקי) Isa 53:11), and the saints turn many to righteousness ַצִדִּ֛  .(Dn 12:3 ַמצ 

 

The Servant in Isaiah who is also the one like a son of man in Daniel is inseparably attached to his 

people. Daniel has a theology of corporate solidarity between the one like a son of man (Dn 7:13) and 

the saints of the Most High (Dn 7:18). Whatever is true of the son of man figure is true of the saints—

dominion was given to the one like a son of man (Dn 7:14), but the angel interprets the dream to mean 

the saints receive the dominion (Dn 7:18). The saints benefit from the work of the Servant/Son of Man. 

Therefore, the resurrection of the saints in Daniel 12:2–3 is made possible by the death and resurrection 

of the Messiah. 

 

To say that the Davidic Covenant plays an important role in the Hebrew Bible would be an 

understatement. It follows, then, that the resurrection of the Messiah, which is critical to the Davidic 

Covenant as seen in the Psalms, Isaiah and Daniel, occupies a major role in the messianic expectations of 

the Old Testament Scriptures. 

 

RESURRECTION ON THE THIRD DAY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

Having shown that the Old Testament does speak of the Messiah’s death and resurrection and its 

importance in messianic theology, we must move on to find out if Old Testament also contributes to the 

expectation that He would be raised on the third day, albeit indirectly. Lack of a direct prophecy is not 

an insurmountable problem because Paul says “Scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3) instead of citing a specific text. 

This means that Paul had several texts in mind (note the plural in ‘Scriptures’) that are profoundly 

interrelated to be referred to by one name. 

 

Jonah 1:17b & Hosea 6:1–2 

Jonah’s sojourn in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights has major theological significance. 

Jonah’s experience in the fish parallels David’s prophecy of the Messiah in his grave (Jon 2:5 cf. Ps 

16:10). Jonah probably alludes to Psalm 16:10 and 103:4, among other passages, by using the word “pit” 

ַחת)  .in Jonah 2:6 (Heb., v. 7). Hence, Jonah’s three days in the fish elaborates on Psalm 16 (ִמַשִּ֛

 

In the book, Jonah acts as Israel’s corporate representative. This implies his resurrection will be God’s 

kindness for his people as well. 
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That is confirmed in Hos 6:1-2 which explicitly states, “. . . for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has 

struck us down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us 

up, that we may live before him.” According to Hosea, Israel will die in exile (6:1; cf. Ps 22:13). However, 

God will raise them from the dead on the third day. The verb “to revive” or “make alive” (חיה) means to 

bring someone back from the dead (cf. Isa 26:19; Dn 12:2). 

 

Hosea also discusses Messiah in his corporate solidarity or connection with his people. Both are God’s 

son (Hos 11:1; 3:5). Given this connection, the people’s resurrection will be their representative’s and 

vice versa. This is confirmed by the fact that this entire train of thought was building upon Ps 16 in the 

first place (see above). 

 

Interestingly enough, the rabbis, citing Hosea 6:1–2, also thought of the third day as signifying 

resurrection.2 We are not the first to see these connections in the OT. Therefore, Jonah and Hosea work 

together to build upon Psalm 16 and anticipate the resurrection of Israel through the resurrection of the 

Messiah on the third day. 

 

POSSIBLE BASIS OF THE THIRD DAY 

The language of third day ( י ֥יֹום ִליִשִֽׁ ש  ) about resurrection arguably goes back to the third day of creation 

in Genesis 1:9–13. The imagery of dry land on which vegetation sprouts probably forms the basis for 

understanding how resurrection works (cf. 1 Cor 15:36–37). 

 

One of the persuasive proofs to this line of argument is Paul’s allusion to the creation account in 1 

Corinthians 15. Paul says Christ appeared (ὤφθη) to several people after His resurrection (1 Cor 15:5–8). 

While other words were used to refer to Christ’s appearing after His Resurrection elsewhere, Paul’s 

choice of the word “ὤφθη” recalls Genesis 1:9 and 13, where the Septuagint uses this word only for day 

three in the creation account. Moreover, Paul alludes to what was created in days 4–6 in 1 Corinthians 

15:39–41 but in reverse order. Since he distinguishes between the different days of creation there, it is 

plausible that Paul had the third day of creation in mind when he wrote that Christ was raised “on the 

third day.” 

 

CHRISTOLOGY STANDS OR FALLS ON THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION 

The New Testament writers unapologetically claimed that the resurrection happened on the third day 

“according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3; Lk 24:45–46). While there is no direct prophecy concerning the 

Messiah’s resurrection on the third day, we see through the Prophets and the Writings (and possibly the 

Torah [Gen 1:9–13]) attest to the resurrection of Christ on the third day. This should give us confidence 

that the New Testament authors were not creative innovators of theology but faithful followers of the 

prophets and the God of the prophets. 
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[Editor's Note: For more information on how to rightly handle the Word of God, see our free guide: 

Handling Scripture.]  
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