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3.21.21 Sermon 

Have you ever seen this painting called the laughing Jesus? 

It has been used by many churches, Christians. According to google, the original image was created by 

Canadian Willis Wheatley in 1973, who was a member of the United Church of Canada.  

What do you think that why Jesus is joyfully laughing aloud? What makes Jesus laugh with exceeding joy? Do 

you make Jesus laugh in your life by your faith? Or Do you make him sob, worry, frown by your thoughts, 

words, and actions? 

I saw this painting with the Bible verse, Jude 1:24 Now to Him who is able to protect you from stumbling, and 

to make you stand in the presence of His glory, blameless with great joy, 

Jesus is joyfully laughing with those who are blameless with great joy in the presence of God. 

 

In today’s passage Matthew 8:5-13, There is a centurion who was a Roman officer begging Jesus to his servant.  

I think that the centurion surely made Jesus laugh with exceeding joy by his faith.  

Matthew 8:5-9says, 

When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him 6 and saying, “Lord, my 

servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” 7 And he said to him, “I will come and cure 

him.” 8 The centurion answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only 

speak the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers 

under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, 

‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” 

1.The centurion knew Jesus who has the authority and power of healing. The centurion knew the sufficiency of 

Jesus’ word. He understood and acknowledged that a Jew believed himself to be defied by entering a Gentile 

home. The centurion knew about himself. He was unworthy to have Jesus under his roof.  

Helen K. Bond, the professor of the University of Edinburgh says,  

In many ways, centurions were the real professionals of the army. Most owed their position not to 

family connections but to their military prowess. Centurions enjoyed a certain status and reasonably 

good pay. Besides a level of command on the battlefield, they engaged in a wide range of other 

activities: general policing (see Acts 27:1-3, Acts 27:43), customs work, and the supervision of capital 

penalties (Mark 15:39)… Although centurions are presented positively in the New Testament, 

contemporary scholarship makes it clear that most were disliked by ordinary folk, who regarded them 

as cruel, violent, and self-serving.i 

 

The centurion was clearly not a Jew, but a Gentile hated by the Jews for their oppression, control, and ridicule, 

yet the centurion’s faith amazed Jesus and put to shame the stagnant piety of many of the Jewish religious 

leaders.  

 



2 
 

V10-13 says, When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, “Truly I tell you, in 

no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat with 

Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into 

the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, 

“Go; let it be done for you according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour. 

 

Jesus was amazed, was impressed by the centurion’s great faith in Jesus, not found in Israel. “The east and the 

west” stands for the four corners of the earth. All the faithful people of God, including Gentiles, will be 

gathered to feast with the Messiah. But Jews, the heirs of the kingdom, will be thrown into the outer darkness 

when they do not receive the message of Jesus. The Gospel is for everyone, Jews and Gentiles. Jesus’ saving 

and redeeming hands reach out to all people. 

 

 I was amazed and impressed by the centurion’s compassionate heart. The Centurion had not only faith, but 

he had compassion and mercy with which he went to Jesus to ask for healing on his servant. He could have 

been brutal to his servant, but pleading with Jesus for his servant’s healing.  

Have you ever thought of you as the centurion who has power, faith and compassion and mercy for servants, 

who are in the position of needs?  

V.5-6 “When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him 6 and saying, “Lord, my 

servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” 

Do you have anyone in your life who is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress? Do you see people in our 

community and in our country who are lying on the street insulted, hated, bitten, dehumanized, and 

marginalized? Do you see people who are in terrible distress due to racism, discrimination, sexism, 

xenophobia, homophobia, and misogyny? 

We seem to live with not only with corona virus killing our bodies, but also fatal, hate virus deteriorating and 

destroying our human dignity.  

Jude 3: 17- A Call to Persevere 

17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said to you, “In 

the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the people who 

divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 20 But you, dear friends, by building 

yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in God’s love as you 

wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 

save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing 

stained by corrupted flesh.[f] 

 

Doxology 
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24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without 

fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

Centurions!! Who have faith in Jesus, having compassion and mercy for those who are in need.  Who are your 

servants whom you need to beg Jesus to heal them? 

On March 16, 2021, a series of mass shootings occurred at three spas or massage parlors in the metropolitan 

area of Atlanta, Georgia, United States. Eight people were killed, six of whom were Asian women, and one 

other person was wounded. A suspect, 21-year-old Robert Aaron Long, was taken into custody later that day.ii 

 

Prayer 

Loving God, wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities.  

God! Forgive all our sins committed personally and communally. 

You know the anguish of the sorrowful, you are attentive to the prayers of the brokenhearted.  

Hear your people who cry out to you in their need; strengthen their hope in your compassion, grace, and 

mercy. 

We lift up those families who lost their beloved ones, lost their sense of security, just left fear, despair, and 

sorrow. Compassionate God! Please console their heart and be a steady comfort and safe resting place for 

them. 

Merciful God, please pour out your mercy and grace upon Robert Long and his family members who may be in 

the deepest sorrow, despair, and guilt. Hear our cry out and mercifully grant your forgiveness, healing.  

May hate be replaced with love, violence with peace and darkness with your light. We pray in the name of 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
i Helen K. Bond. 2021 "What Can We Know about the Roman Centurion?", Bible Odyssey, March 20 2021. 
https://www.bibleodyssey.org:443/places/related-articles/roman-centurion 
ii https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2021_Atlanta_spa_shootings 


