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I woke up in the morning, I felt the different temperature of air in my room. There was no heat. 

Thankfully, I still had warm water so I was able to take a shower. Now I am here. Thank be to 

God. 

When I felt cold without heat, I was frustrated and disappointed with a problem that was for 

just a few second. My frustration did not last long because I have a hope, solution, and 

helper. That is our church’s trustees fixing the problems in the speed of light. Trustees’ 

members always come so fast and fix any problems at the parsonage as fast as they can. I 

remind myself that I will be fine. I have a hope that Pat and Chris will help me again soon.  

We encounter so many, unexpected problems in our lives, struggling with them. There is no 

person on earth living without worries, burdens, pains, problems and issues. We are all on the 

same page, but we humans try to fix them in various ways. 

What is your way? What do you encounter? How do you get through? What would be the 

solution for your sufferings, anxieties, fears, worries, and pains?  How do you deal with them?  

Who is your helper? What is your hope in the midst of it?  

According to the Blue Letter Bible, the word Hope in “the Greek is  ἐλπίς (elpis) which means 

to anticipate, usually with pleasure. It means the expectation of good, hope. And it also 

means the expectation of evil, fear.  In the Christian sense, joyful and confident expectation of 

eternal salvation.”i 

No matter what we encounter in our lives, having the hope in Jesus Christ is crucial and 

reminding ourselves as well as sharing the hope we have with others are necessary.  

 As long as we have the hope in Jesus Christ who suffered for our sins-all sufferings, pains in 

order to give us a new life, abundant life, eternal life, we shall overcome all difficulties, nothing 

will defeat us. No reason to fear. 

 

Today’s passage 1 Peter 3:18-22 says,  

18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 

bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which 

also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not 

obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 

few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, 

now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 

the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
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Jesus Christ who is righteous, suffered for us, the unrighteous, to bring us to God. 

He died and rose again and proclaim to the dead spirit. Through baptism, we do imitate what 

Jesus did. We do die to our sins, and rise again with the risen Jesus Christ. We are given the 

power of the Holy Spirit so we proclaim our hope, our savior Jesus Christ to the dead spirit 

that shall have a new life through the resurrection of Jesus Christ too. 

As baptized, professing Christians, we are also not immune from suffering and pain in this 

world. 

Yet the Hope in Jesus Christ raises us up, strengthens us, and empowers us so we shall 

overcome our sufferings and pains with Jesus Christ who strengthens us and eventually bring 

us to God. 

Presiding Bishop in New England Conference, Sudarshana Devadhar, says, “ Our baptism 

drives us into the wilderness where we are sure to encounter the wild beasts of the twenty-

first century: beasts of power, beasts of control, and beasts of all the isms. Baptism is a call to 

resist evil in whatever form it presents itself-in ourselves and in others-in its myriad 

manifestations: racism, sexism, arrogance, homophobia, xenophobia, greed, anti-Semitism, 

narcissism, poverty, oppression, abuse of power, abdication of power, apathy, and so on.” 

(The Abingdon Preaching Annual 2021, p. 28) 

Does anything threaten, frighten, frustrate or intimidate you in this world, wilderness?   

 1 Peter 3:13-15 says, “13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even 

if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be 

frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 

with gentleness and respect, 

 

We are called to resist evil and do good. In order to do good always even in the midst of our 

sufferings and pains, Let us revere Christ as Lord, set apart Christ, sanctify Christ and be 

ready to share the hope we have in Jesus Christ. As we do good in this wilderness, resisting 

beasts we may find God’s favor like Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. Our family, 

friends can be saved like Noah’s family, eight people, saved from the flood.  

Hebrews 10:23 says, “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised 

is faithful. 

 

 

 
i https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=G1680&t=KJV 


